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Club Meeting, Monday March 10, 2008
We will meet, as usual, on the 2nd Monday of the month at 690 
Coliseum Drive in the Red Cross Building at 7:00 PM sharp in 
Room 09, but come early, say, 7:00-ish, to "hob-nob" with your 
fellow hams.  This month is SkyWarn advanced weather 
training.  Please note that we are meeting at 7:00 PM for a 
short FARC meeting and we will need some setup help for the 
SkyWarn training which starts at 7:30 sharp.  The public has 
been invited to the SkyWarn meeting.  For more details see 
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ARRL DX Contest, 
SSB - W4NC

Bob KG4IC and  I  
decided to continue the 
shakedown of the up and 
coming W4NC club 
station at the Red Cross 
Chapter House where the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meets. The club 
recently upgraded the 
computers and network 
there, and we have been excited about increasing the 
amount of contest operations there. It was there where the 
W4WS group cut their teeth on contesting back from 
1991-1998, and after doing several Field Day style 
CQWW events at "The Kiva" (my little yard in 
downtown Winston-Salem) and several successful years 
at Robert KG4NEP's Multi op station, we've been trying 
to drum up more club interest in contesting.

It was a busy weekend for many of our regulars, so it was 
just 3 of us in and out for the weekend. We were also at the 
mercy of a Red Cross meeting on Saturday, which caused 
us to move to Robot mode, where all qsos were done with 
voice files for a over 2 hours. (It worked great, and we got 
several giggles from some of the EU operators.) We even 
did tried some spotting on the network.

We ran 2 FT-920s and it was the first time we ran our Titan 
425 amp with the 920- it worked beautifully. In fact, both 
the rigs and network held up just fine. We also sent our 
running score/breakdown to the Getscores page, which 
we all thought was a great addition to the excitement. We 
have a bit of shielding to do on the USB lines, but nothing 
bad at all. Voice keying worked well.

The local area is typically noisy with huge blood coolers 
and a huge manufacturing plant a stones throw away (RJ 
Reynolds Tobacco)- We'll investigate putting a ICE419 

in line with the main operating position.  Interstation 
interference wasnt too bad, but we'll work on that as well.  
You can see a nice picture of the shack at w4nc.com.

Sadly, I had to back out of a trip to WX3B for WPX, bit that 
might give us an opportunity to put together another 
W4NC operation for our regulars and any others who want 
to see a mult op in action!

Thanks for all the patience out there with some really ratty 
conditions. SSB contests are really great for bringing in 
new blood, and we'll continue to invite folks to our events.

Operator(s): W2DZO, KJ4IC, WS4NC
Class: M/S HP
QTH: NC
Operating Time (hrs): 9

Summary:
Band QSOs Mults
-------------------
160: 7 7
80: 26 20
40: 61 32
20: 232 62
15: 49 22
10: 1 1
-------------------
Total: 376 144 Total Score = 162,432

Henry W2DZO



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.  

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr., 
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).  

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its 
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting) 
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location.  This is 
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all 
attending members have a vote.  All club members are 
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  For more 
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or 
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .  Club email is to 
w4nc@triad.rr.com .  

Officers for 2008 are:  

President:  Phill Nunn, KD4JZZ 

Vice-President:  Dan O’Leary, KG4ECI

Secretary:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
 

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC 

To join our list server send a blank email to 
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com   

All content is Copyright 2008 by Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter 
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: 
ws4nc@arrl.net).  Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of 
the month.  Rates are $50 for 12 months.  Cheap!

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and 
would like to trade please send us a copy.

FARC TEN-TEC FOR SALE

On Monday January 21, The Board of Directors of the 
FARC approved the sale of the club's TenTec Omni VI 
plus transceiver (Model 564) and its matching power 
supply (Model 962). All felt that while it was a solid, well 
working radio, its technological age was old, and having 
a matching Yaesu FT-920 in the shack makes better 
sense. The board wants to offer it to club members before 
it is offered to the general public.  So we will be accepting 
sealed bids over $900 from paid club members for the rig, 
the PS, the manuals, and 2 Heil mic adaptor-cables (the 4 
pin gold-line cable and the proset adaptor) specifically 
for TenTec. No mike.  Omni 6-Plus serial # 08A10079 
Power supply serial # 10A10539  Rig has 1.8 MHz SSB 
filter, no CW filter. Has voice board.

Bids must be postmarked by Saturday March 15 and 
mailed to:
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
TenTec Bid
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116-1361
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The bids will be opened at the board meeting on Monday, 
March 17 and the winner will be notified shortly 
thereafter.  The radio may be inspected at the next 2 club 
meetings.  Upon sale of this radio, we will look for a 
Yaesu FT920 to match our current radio.

FEBRUARY'S PROGRAM
Jeff Orrock from the National Weather Service presented 
SkyWarn Basic Summer Severe Weather Training in March.  
It was another outstanding program to a “sold out” house.  If 
you did miss March’s basic summer training then . . .

MARCH PROGRAM
Jeff will be back in March to present the Advanced Severe 
Weather training.  Please note that we will hold our FARC 
meeting at 7 PM and the weather training will start at 7:30 
PM.  Come early to get a good seat.  This promises to be 
another sellout crowd.



SHORT CIRCUITS

Congratulations to Austin for receiving CQ WPX 2007 
First Place North America Rookie Low Power 14 Mhz 
single band award.  Austin also advise that if you are 
looking for a new bank SunTrust is running a special 
until mid-March that if you open a new checking 
account they will donate $100 to the 501(c)3 of your 
choice.  Austin filled out the paperwork for FARC to 
receive his donation.  Austin has a new position at 
work that unfortunately keeps him busy on Monday 
nights so he hasn’t been able to make Club meeting 
lately.

FARC New Phone Number 
Our new FARC business number is 336-245-5740.  
Calls to the old number 336-723-7388 will get a 
recording for the next year.  The Red Cross updated 
their phone system and included us on their system.

The Beagle Has Landed

x ¼” pieces. Seven turns of magnet wire close-wound 
on the frame and held in place with tape. Any type of 
insulated wire should work just fine. With the price of 
copper so high now, consider sources such as the yoke 
from an old television, the windings from an old motor 
or transformer … just some ideas. The diagram shows 
a 365pf variable capacitor … if you do not have the 
exact value … use what you have … the range may not 
cover the entire AM band, but that is OK. As you can 
see in the picture you need quite a bit of real estate to 
use this loop in the house, and the dining room table 
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worked great … however, be sure to glue some felt to 
the bottom of the base so as you rotate the loop it does 
not scratch the furniture.

Melissa W4RXG has adopted Darwin, The Wonder 
Beagle.  Darwin is a 3/4 beagle; sadly Darwin was shot 
and lost his left front leg.  He gets around well however 
and anytime Melissa leaves his sight you realize why a 
beagle is called a “hoooooooooooound” dog.

THE BIG LOOP
March Construction Project

For many years I have been wanting to experiment 
with a loop antenna for the AM Broadcast band. Too 
bad I waited so long to make one … they really 
enhance the reception !!! This loop consist of a box 
frame 30 inches on each side made from ¼” plywood 
scrap. Epoxy glue is used to hold together the 30” x 1” 



To operate: (1) Tune to a weak station (2) Position the 
radio near the center of the loop with the radio’s 
internal loopstick antenna perpendicular to the loop (3) 
Adjust the variable capacitor for peak performance (4) 
Rotate the loop and radio for added enhancement.

My AM radio by itself receives well during the day, 
however mostly just the strong local stations, and at 
night it does well too with DX stations. Add the loop 
and WOW !!! My first trial was around noon. I was 
able to receive 3 stations that I never have heard before: 
(#1) WLWL 770 KHz in Rockingham, NC (#2) WLFJ 
660 KHz in Greenville, SC and (#3) WFNC 640 KHz 
in Fayetteville, NC. I took the loop away and the 
stations disappeared. At night WLW 700 KHz in 
Cincinnati, and CHWO 740 KHz in Toronto come 
booming in with the loop. Not only does THE BIG 
LOOP work great, but my wife even said it was “cool” 
… what a great project. Have fun.

by James Kretzschmar N4HCJ

ARES NET
Please note that the ARES net is moving to 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 8:30PM.  Please join us on 
the Forsyth County Ares Net on the W4NC repeater, 
frequency 145.47 Mhz

73, John, N0KTY, Forsyth EC
Forsyth County ARES Reports

February 6, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM.  Net Control - N4PAA Carl.
 Check ins - 5. Stations were W4KG Steve, WB9SZL 
Dale, KC8OEX Terry, KF4EOD Mike and N4PAA 
Carl.
 There were no listed announcements. Net control 

 There were no listed announcements.
 N0KTY held the ARES meeting. He mentioned the 
somewhat unexpected amount of snow that arrived 
yesterday and that both winter weather incidents and 
spring storm events can occur this time of year. He 
explained that he has classes on Thursday evenings and 
that made the net meeting change to Wednesday nights 
necessary.
 Formal Session - 14 minutes. Informal Session - 8 
minutes. Total time - 22 minutes.

 N4PAA Carl

February 20, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM.  Net Control - KC8OEX Terry.
 Check ins - 14. Stations were N0KTY John, KD4JZZ 
Phil, KG4ECI Dan, WX5AAA Raymond, KF4DBO 
Alex, KF4EOD Mike, KJ4BER Sid, W4KG Steve, 
WA8IHW Jack, N4PAA Carl, WB9SZL Dale, 
KC4WSK Van, KD4CFS Hubert and KC8OEX Terry.
 There were no listed announcements.
 N0KTY held the ARES meeting. He listed the coming 
ARES events as the Triad MS Walk which is at Fourth of 
July Park in Kernersville on Saturday, April 26. This 
event requires at least 5 operators. The Three Mountain 
Madness bicycle race will be on Saturday May 31 this 
year. This event covers most of Stokes county and some 
of Surry county and requires at least 9 operators. Any 
volunteers can contact John at his recently changed e-
mail address of fancie@windstream.net. He was 
pleased with the increased amount of check-ins on this 
third net held on Wednesday evenings.
 Formal Session - 19 minutes. Informal Session - 13 
minutes. Total time - 32 minutes.

 N4PAA Carl

February 28, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM.  Net Control - N4PAA Carl.
 Check ins - 8. Stations were W4KG Steve, WA8IHW 
Jack, KD4CFS Hubert, WB9SZL Dale, KC8OEX Terry, 
KC4WSK Van, KF4EOD and N4PAA Carl.
 There were no listed announcements. Net control 
reminded stations of the Charlotte Hamfest on March 8 
and 9 and the Skywarn Advanced Spotter Training class 
in conjunction with the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
meeting on Monday March 10. Upcoming ARES events 
were listed as the Triad MS Walk at Fourth of July Park 
in Kernersville on Saturday, April 26 and the Three 
Mountain Madness bicycle race starting at the town of 
Pilot Mountain on Saturday May 31. Also, the cold 
weather and snow for the mountains is a reminder that 
winter weather is still possible anytime for another 
month.
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reminded stations of the Skywarn Basic Spotter 
Training Class in conjunction with the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club meeting this coming Monday 
night - Feb. 11.
 N0KTY was not available for the formal ARES net. 
Check-ins were light on this first Wednesday evening 
net.
 Formal Session - 11 minutes. Informal Session - 4 
minutes. Total time - 15 minutes.

N4PAA Carl

February 13, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM.  Net Control - N4PAA Carl.
 Check ins - 7. Stations were KD4CFS Hubert, 
KJ4BER Sid, WB9SZL Dale, N0KTY John, KC8OEX 
Terry, KF4EOD Mike and N4PAA Carl.
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 N0KTY was not available for the formal ARES .
 Formal Session - 11 minutes. Informal Session - 6 
minutes. Total time - 17 minutes.

 N4PAA Carl

Upcoming Hamfests & Other Ham Dates
March 2-8:  Severe Weather Awareness Week
March 8-9:  Charlotte Hamfest - www.w4bfb.org
March 10 - FARC Club Meeting, Red Cross, Winston-Salem SkyWarn Advanced Weather Spotter Training
March 17 - FARC Board Meeting, Red Cross, Winston-Salem
March 24 - PVRC NC-West Meeting, Chrome Restaurant, Winston-Salem
March 31 - Fifth Monday of the month!

April 6:  Down East Hamfest, Kinston - www.downeasthamfest.org
April 12:  Raleigh Hamfest - www.rars.org/hamfest
April 12:  State ARES meeting, Raleigh
April 19:  Catawba Valley Hamfest, Morganton - cvhamfest.com
May 10:  Rockingham County Hamfest, Reidsville - www.rcarc.com
May 24:  DurHAMfest, Durham - www.dfma.org
May 25-31:  Hurricane Preparedness Week
June 14:  Winston-Salem Classic Hamfest - www.w4nc.org
June 28-29:  ARRL Field Day

Dobson Hamfest

A group of Surrey County hams who are members of the 
"Fairview Amateur Radio and Television Society" 
sponsored a hamfest in Dobson on Saturday, February 16.  
The hamfest was held at the Dobson Fire Department.  It 
was a great turnout for a first time hamfest and was a lot of 
fun to buy a few goodies and have some “eyeball” QSOs.  
Congratulations to the Dobson guys for a great hamfest.

GOODIES FOR SALE

ICOM 765 - Steve K5PK has an ICOM - 765 160 thru 10 meter HF 
transceiver and companion ICOM SM-8 desktop microphone for 
sale.  He can be reached T5z4@aol.com or (336)655-0118
 
TEN-TEC OMNI 6  see page 1.

SkyWarn Training for FARC Members

It has been about five years since FARC has held SkyWarn training 
and it is long overdue.  After consulting with Michele Brock from 
WS/FC EM a plan has been reached to hold an extended SkyWarn 
training for both the public and FARC.  The January Club meeting 
was a basic SkyWarn winter training.  Because of the extended 
program time there will be a short FARC meeting at 7:00 - Not 7:30.  
At 7:30 the SkyWarn training will start and continue to 9:30.  Then 
again in February FARC will again meet at 7:00 and a second 
SkyWarn basic training session will begin at 7:30 and continue 
to 9:30.  The February session will cover summer weather.  
Then again in March we will repeat the process:  FARC will 
meet at 7:00 PM and an Advanced SkyWarn training will begin 
at 7:30 and continue to 9:30.

Why so much?  First we have never offered the advanced course.  
Second, while they won’t turn you away, you should have 
completed the basic training before taking the advanced course.  
The basic course covers so much material that it can’t really be 
covered in one night.  Completing either session w ill qualify you 
for the advanced training, plus you will have covered both winter 
and summer training.  

After much discussion on both the FARC email reflector and at the 
October board meeting it was decided to go ahead with this rather 
unusual (for us) program.  It is a service to the Public, a service to 
ham community and it will re-generate interest in the SkyWarn 
program.  For those who would like to use W4NC the shack will be 
available but we encourage you to attend the training.

Those who complete either the January or February SkyWarn 
training (or both) will receive certificates of basic weather spotter 
training from the National Weather Service.  Those who complete 
the March course will receive certificates of advanced weather 
spotter training from the NWS.

Above Dale WB9SZL and Raymond WX5AAA 
“loitering” at the Dobson Hamfest.  Below and top right 
is a view of some of the dealers outside.  



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC  27116-1361
336-245-5740

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Renewal Time - 2008!
Yes - it’s that wonderful time again - time to renewal your FARC dues.  

$24 a year for regular - $12 a year for over 65 or student.

Call:_______________Over 65?  (__) Y  (__) N

Name:_______________________________

Address;_____________________________

City:________________________________

State & Zip:__________________________

Home#:_____________________________(_)

Work#:______________________________(_)

Cell#:_______________________________(_)

Email:_______________________________(_)

Do you want your Newsletter by:

(_____) email   (_____) USMail  (_____) Both

Other family members who are also hams can be full 
members of FARC for ½ the Main Members dues (covers 
1 or more - same price) provided only one newsletter is 
mailed.

Other family members who are hams:

#1.  Call_______Name____________________

email______________________________

#2.  Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________

#3.  Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________
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