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Club Meeting, Monday April 14, 2008
We will meet, as usual, on the 2nd Monday of the month at 690 
Coliseum Drive in the Red Cross Building at 7:30 PM sharp in 
Room 09, but come early, say, 7:00-ish, to "hob-nob" with your 
fellow hams.  We have completed the Skywarn training so we are 
back to our normal schedule.
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Bradley Pruitt KI4SVI has been accepted at NCSU 
Engineering school.  He and his family attended the 
Advanced Weather Training in March and he was 
wearing his “Top Ten Reasons for Attending NCSU 
School of Engineering” tee shirt.  Those reasons are:

+ 1. To be able to use all the buttons on my calculator.
+ 2.  I wanted to go to school six years for a four year 

degree.
+ 3. To find out if the slide rule has anything to do 

with baseball.
+ 4. It was an accident, I couldn’t spell “undecided” 

and I checked the wrong box.
+ 5. The classes and labs are lots of fun . . . Really . . . I 

love em . . . Especially thermo.
+ 6. My mom says I’m good in math and lousy in 

English.
+ 7. A low GPA at NCSU School of Engineering is 

better than a high GPA at UNC School of 
Journalism.

+ 8. I always wanted to know the value of pi to 10 
decimal places.

+ 9. I wanted to win the contest to see who could 
spend the most on text books.

+ 10. Well . . . Scotty is an Engineer.  What other 
reason do I need?

BREAKING NEWS
CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION

April 1.  The FARC Newsletter has learned that a 
congressional investigation is about to be launched into 
the possible use of performance-enhancing drugs in ham 
radio contesting.  An anonymous source close to the 
investigation has informed us that extensive use of 
caffeine-containing substances is suspected.

One contestor, Hark G McHaywire W2HGH has pointed 
out that caffeine usage is not a banned substance under US 
and International radio regulations, nor are they prohibited 
in any contesting rules. It will be interesting to see how this 
investigation proceeds.  

MARCH PROGRAM

In March we completed the last of three weather training 
segments.  All three were very well received and we had a 
standing room only crowd in room 09 for all three.  
Certificates were passed out at the March meeting for 
those who attended.  If you missed your certificate contact 
one of the officers at the next Club meeting.  The programs 
were comprehensive but understandable even to 
beginning weather spotters.  Average attendance for each 
of the three training sessions was about 55 people.  There 
was so much enthusiasm that a special weather radar 
training class was discussed.  No date has been set but it 
will probably be held this fall.  A great deal of thanks is 
owed to Jeff and his staff for such an incredible 
presentation. 



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.  

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr., 
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).  

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its 
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting) 
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location.  This is 
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all 
attending members have a vote.  All club members are 
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  For more 
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or 
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .  Club email is to 
w4nc@triad.rr.com .  

Officers for 2008 are:  

President:  Phill Nunn, KD4JZZ 

Vice-President:  Dan O’Leary, KG4ECI

Secretary:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
 

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC 

To join our list server send a blank email to 
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com   

All content is Copyright 2008 by Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter 
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: 
ws4nc@arrl.net).  Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of 
the month.  Rates are $50 for 12 months.  Cheap!

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and 
would like to trade please send us a copy.

SHORT CIRCUITS

Journalist and Club Member Melissa Hall W4RXG has 
been nominated for a Puglitzer Prize for her feature 
article “Man with Hammer-Induced Thumb Injury 
Appeals to God Almighty.”  The article appeared in the 
April 1 edition of the Winston-Salem Journal.

April Construction Project

This small FM Transmitter operates in the FM band 88-
108 MHz, however can easily be made to oscillate 
anywhere by changing the inductor (coil) and associated 
capacitor. The coil is 5 turns of #20 wire wound on a ¼” 

FARC TEN-TEC SOLD - There was only one bid for 
the FARC Ten-Tec.  The radio and accessories were sold 
to  Rev. Ed Needham.  The bid was just above the $900 
minimum set by the club.  The money will go into the 
Club treasury earmarked to go to a suitable contesting rig 
that will support full packet spotting.

FM TRANSMITTER
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drill bit and tapped in the center. For the microphone use 
an electret type … can be salvaged from an old phone. 
With a small antenna (about 8”) you should be able to 
transmit several hundred feet. For transistors just about 
any NPN will work for both of them. I just used what I 
had in my box of parts. The popular 2N2222 and 2N3904 
should work just fine. The schematic is on page 3.  Have 
fun.

by James Kretzschmar N4HCJ

ARES NET
Please note that the ARES net is moving to 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 8:30PM.  Please join us on 
the Forsyth County Ares Net on the W4NC repeater, 
frequency 145.47 Mhz

73, John, N0KTY, Forsyth EC



Forsyth County ARES Reports

March 5, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - N4PAA Carl.
Check ins - 8. Stations were W4KG Steve, 
WX5AAA Raymond, KF4EOD Mike, WA8IHW 
Jack, KC8OEX Terry, WB9SZL Dale, KC4WSK 
Van and N4PAA Carl.
There were no listed announcements. Net control 
reminded stations of the Charlotte Hamfest on March 
8 and 9.Also, Skywarn Advanced Spotter Training 
class in conjunction with the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meeting on Monday March 10. Upcoming 
ARES events were listed as the Triad MS Walk at 
Fourth of July Park in Kernersville on Saturday, 
April 26 and the Three Mountain Madness bicycle 
race starting at the town of Pilot Mountain on 
Saturday May 31. 
N0KTY was not available for the formal ARES .
Formal Session - 11 minutes. Informal Session - 11 
minutes. Total time - 22 minutes.

 N4PAA Carl

March 12, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KC8OEX 
Terry.
Check ins - 11. Stations were WB4QXG Fred, 
KD4CFS Hubert, WX5AAA Raymond, KG4ECI 
Dan, KJ4BER Sid, KF4EOD Mike, W4KG Steve, 
N4PAA Carl, KC4WSK Van, WB9SZL Dale and 
KC8OEX Terry.
There were no listed announcements. 
Upcoming ARES events were listed as the Triad MS 
Walk at Fourth of July Park in Kernersville on 

Saturday, April 26 and the Three Mountain Madness 
bicycle race starting at the town of Pilot Mountain 
on Saturday May 31. 
N0KTY was not available for the formal ARES .
Formal Session - 14 minutes. Informal Session - 9 
minutes. Total time - 23 minutes.

 N4PAA Carl

March 19, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KG4ECI Dan.
Check ins - 8. Stations were KD4EQY Jason, 
KJ4BER Sid, WB9SZL Dale, N4PAA Carl, 
KB0WFM Kevin, KE4ZFN Bryce, KF4EOD Mike 
and KG4ECI Dan.
There were no listed announcements. 
Upcoming ARES events were listed as the Triad MS 
Walk at Fourth of July Park in Kernersville on 
Saturday, April 26 and the Three Mountain Madness 
bicycle race starting at the town of Pilot Mountain 
on Saturday May 31. N0KTY was not available for 
the formal ARES .
Formal Session - 12 minutes. Informal Session - 10 
minutes. Total time - 22 minutes.

N4PAA Carl

March 26, 2008
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KC8OEX 
Terry.
Check ins - 9. Stations were KD4EQY Jason, 
N0KTY John, KJ4BER Sid, W4KG Steve, N4PAA 
Carl, WB9SZL Dale, KC4WSK Van, KK4KK Pete 
and KC8OEX Terry.
There were no listed announcements. 
N0KTY held the formal ARES meeting. He 
requested more volunteers for both the Triad MS 
Walk at the Fourth of July Park in Kernersville on 
April 26 and the Three Mountain Madness bicycle 
event that starts and ends in the town of Pilot 
Mountain on May 31. Sign up sheets will be at the 
FARC meeting, catch John on the radio or e-mail 
him at  if you can help out at 
either event. John commented that it looks like we 
made it through the winter without any severe storms 
but we are now into the spring storm season. He 
hoped we would get lucky again with the spring 
weather. 
Formal Session - 15 minutes. Informal Session - 6 
minutes. Total time - 21 minutes.

N4PAA Carl

fancie@windstream.net
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Schematic for the FM transmitter presented by 
James Kretzschmar N4HCJ on Page 2.



Upcoming Hamfests & Other Ham Dates
April 6:  Down East Hamfest, Kinston - www.downeasthamfest.org
April 12:  Raleigh Hamfest - www.rars.org/hamfest
April 12:  State ARES meeting, Raleigh
April 19:  Catawba Valley Hamfest, Morganton - cvhamfest.com
May 10:  Rockingham County Hamfest, Reidsville - www.rcarc.com
May 24:  DurHAMfest, Durham - www.dfma.org
May 25-31:  Hurricane Preparedness Week
June 14:  Winston-Salem Classic Hamfest - www.w4nc.org
June 28-29:  ARRL Field Day

CLASSIFIED

SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANT WANTED -  to perform odd and 
menial jobs in and around dangerous laboratory for low pay.  
Successful candidate will have low self-esteem, tolerates abuse 
well and will exhibit excessively servile and obsequious behavior 
and have a hunchback. Preference given to those who speak 
English with a poor Romanian or Hungarian accent.  
Consideration will also be given to canidates with spiky red hair 
who speak in beeps and have experience at Muppit Labs.  Contact 
mad scientist Don at 555-1212 and provide a description of hunch 
before April 1.  (He’s not really mad, just slightly angry and very 
eccentric.)

ANOTHER SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANT WANTED - Slightly 
less mad and somewhat jealous club member and scientist Dr. 
Raja has now declared his intent to also acquire a hunchback.  The 
successful candidate for this position most be more servile and 
even more obsequious and can preferably speak actual Romanian.  
Consideration will also be given to candidates who can also speak 
Bengali, or other Indian languages, but these candidates must be 
throughly familiar with Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. 
Dr. Raja advises that he can provide even more abuse and less pay 
for the right candidate.  Contact Dr. Raja at 555-1313 before April 
1.

ICOM 765 - Steve K5PK has an ICOM - 765 160 thru 10 meter 
HF transceiver and companion ICOM SM-8 desktop microphone 
for sale.  He can be reached T5z4@aol.com or (336)655-0118
 

My GodBeagle

Melissa W4RXG called and asked if I would babysit 

while I ate and he seemed disappointed that I didn’t 
bring him any treats when I came back.  Strike one.  

After lunch we went to Hanes park where he became 
Two-Legged Tippy as he tried to water more things 
than he had water to spare.  Although we spent quite a 
while he was most unwilling to leave.  Strike two.  

Then I left him in the truck while I spent nearly an hour 
downtown.  He howled in hound fashion as I left but I 
was sure he would be OK.  The windows were well 
cracked and it was a cool day and I was parked under a 
parking garage.  

When I returned there was a generous gallon of doggie 
drool liberally slathered over both doors and the 
steering wheel.  But he was most happy to see me.  He 
tried to tell me that he wanted to go back to Hanes Park 
but I ignored his whines and pleas and headed home.  
Strike three.  It was on the way home that he hatched 
his hideously hateful revenge.  The best and proudest 
plan that a beagle ever plotted.

We were about a mile from home when I first scented 
trouble.  A second breath only compounded the pain.  
Powerfully Polluting Paint-Peeling Puffs of Puppy 
Flatulence.  (I am not making this next part up.)  As I 
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my “GodBeagle” one day while she went to some town 
meetings for work.  Darwin H0UND has always 
seemed to be a most companionable friend the few 
times I had been around him.  I said “Bring Tippy 
Tripod on over, it’ll be fun.”  

I suppose that “Tippy” had tired of my alliterative plays 
on his three legged status and had been plotting his 
revenge.  Little did I know that I was only playing into 
his perfidious plan.

That afternoon he lay on my office floor on his bed and 
seemed content.  One time I thought I may have 
scented what was ahead but I dismissed it.  I usually do 
a late lunch so I loaded Beagle Boy (from Company B) 
into the truck and headed out.  I left him in the truck 
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quickly rolled down the window - my head was literally 
out the window with tears streaming from my eyes 
screaming “OH MY GAWD BEAGLE!”  Never in my 
54 years had I experienced anything so thick and rank.  
They don’t make a bottle of Fabreze big enough to hide 
an odor that foul.  

From a distance there must have been visible fumes of 
gaseous vapors coming from that window like heat 
waves on a hot summer highway.  Fortunately we 
didn’t pass any sources of open flame.  If we had the 
mushroom cloud would have been visible from 
Pittsburgh. 

Today I am recovering.  I spend my days in my straight 
jacket pounding my head against the padded walls 
trying to eliminate the memory.  Much of my time I am 
sucking on my left big toe to remove the lingering taste 
and making strange alliterative phrases about foul 
fragrant piles of puppy poop.  Like Calvin Coolidge my 
facial expression looks as though I was weaned on a dill 
pickle.  

But not to miss a financial opportunity I’m looking into 
the patent-ability of flatulence-fighting activated-
charcoal Doggie Depends.  We’ll call them “Oh My 
Gawds!”. Preliminary calculations suggest that each 
Bountiful Beagle Blast would require no more than 
about 100 pounds of activated charcoal.  For a typical 
Beagle Day that would be about 700 pounds of 
charcoal.  Now I just need to work out how to package 
700 pounds so Beagle can carry it.

I hope you enjoyed the April 1 edition.  Some of these 
articles have been in the oven for over a year.  Some 
may have borrowed ideas (Thank you Onion).  Some 
are actual news.  I’ll let you ponder the difference.

73, Don, WS4NC

It is with deep regret we note that Dan O’Leary’s 
mom, Sheila O”Leary,  passed away at the end of 
March.  Each Field Day was made special by her wit, 
lively conversation and great storytelling.  She was a 
remarkable lady and she will be missed not only by 
her family but by those fortunate enough to meet her.

O'LEARY PFAFFTOWN - Mrs. Sheila Petit 
O'Leary passed away on Thursday, March 27, 2008, 
at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center. 
She was born in New York, N.Y., to William Petit and 
Marjorie Florance Hall. She lived most of her life in 
New York. Mrs. O'Leary lived in Herndon, Va., for 
20 years. She was a member of the town council and 
was active in many community organizations. She 
retired from US Air in Winston-Salem. Mrs. O'Leary 
is survived by her husband, John; four children, 
Elizabeth, Daniel, Marjorie and Niel; three 
grandchildren, James, Dylan and Jackson; two great-
grandchildren, Alex and Steffanie; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. A funeral Mass will be 
conducted at 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 1, at Holy 
Family Catholic Church, with the Rev. Michael 
Butner officiating. Interment will follow in Forsyth 
Memorial Park. The family will receive friends from 
7 to 9 p.m. today, March 31, at Vogler & Sons, 
Clemmons Chapel. Vogler & Sons, Clemmons 
Chapel is serving the family. 

Published in the Winston-Salem Journal, March 31, 
2008

Monthly Moment of Zen



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC  27116-1361
336-245-5740

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Join FARC.  
$24 a year for regular - $12 a year for over 65 or student.

Call:_______________Over 65?  (__) Y  (__) N

Name:_______________________________

Address;_____________________________

City:________________________________

State & Zip:__________________________

Home#:_____________________________(_)

Work#:______________________________(_)

Cell#:_______________________________(_)

Email:_______________________________(_)

Do you want your Newsletter by:

(_____) email   (_____) USMail  (_____) Both

Other family members who are also hams can be full 
members of FARC for ½ the Main Members dues (covers 
1 or more - same price) provided only one newsletter is 
mailed.

Other family members who are hams:

#1.  Call_______Name____________________

email______________________________

#2.  Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________

#3.  Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________
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