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NWS RadarTraining

The long-awaited NWS Radar
Training session by Jeff Oreck of the
National Weather Service was
presented at our March meeting. Jeff
(picture at right) gave a very animated
and understandable presentation of a
very complex subject. It was
extremely well at tended and
contained a tremendous amount of
information. If you missed it you
missed one of our best meetings in
years. Our April meeting will be
NWS Basic Weather Spotter training.
- another not to be missed meeting.

2010 North Carolina QSO Party in the
books!

On February 28, amateur radio operators from all over the world
participated in the NCQP sponsored by our club. Mother Nature
gave us a break and stopped the snowfall by the time the contest
started and the entire state had good WX for the 10 hours. Logs are
pouring into NCQP central right now (we have 75 so far in just 3
days) and we should have the results by the middle of May. The new
rules changes for this year opened the door for many more
competitors- at one point, there were NCQP'ers calling on SSB
from 7240 up through 7295- something never heard before.
Thanks to everyone who participated this year!
Thanks to WS4NC, KJ4DLS, and W2DZO for operating the W4NC
and W4WS bonus stations.

Back to Our Usual Meeting Time

The April FARC Meeting will be the Basic Weather
Spotter Training by Jeff Oreck from the National
Weather Service. The meeting will start at 7:30 PM and
should run to about 9 PM. This is a not to be missed
meeting so arrive early to get a good seat.

OAnd Speaking of Tornados

WS4NC received two phone calls
last week from W2DZO and
KJ4DLS of the “you are about to
die” nature. The recent tornados
went across the south edge of
Winston-Salem and I heard “the
roar” but we had no damage.
About 10 miles to the SE in High
Point they were not so lucky. Dave
Rawley’s N4XO QTH was in the
area hit. He reported considerable
damage including his storage
building, aka Ham Shack, being
blown off its foundation and
everything thrown on the floor.
Dave himself reported nearly
being sucked out the door and the loudest noise he’s ever heard. He
also had damage to the house and other property but was lucky
compared to some of his neighbors. Amap of the storm in his area is
below with Dave’s QTH marked.

Bye-Bye Bobbie KJ4IC

Bob Gates KJ4IC is about to retire and flee NC. We’ve
told him he can’t go, but he is still planning on it. Since a



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc

To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.org .

Officers for 2010 are:

President: Terry Brown, AK4D
(Formerly KN4BA)

Vice-President: Eric Bowen, KJ4DLS

Secretary: Tom Gallagher, N4IOZ

Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO

Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC

All content is Copyright 2010 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc@arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of
the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months.

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.

Cheap!

group of us meets about every Monday at the Mellow
Mushroom on 4th Street we’ve decreedApril 19th and 26th
as Bob Gates night(s). Please drop by and wish Bob well
on his retirement. Bob is planning on moving to NJ around
June 3 to be with his Dad.

The KnightLites, an NC QRP Group that normally meets
in Raleigh held a semi-annual meeting in Greensboro and a
few of us, KJ4IC, KJ4DLS, WS4NC raided the meeting.
We brought along a few tokens of goodwill - several
hundred Altoids tins from KJ4IC and Rick KE4ERK. We
were each awarded for attending with a trillion dollars. It
was a great chance to see Derek WF4I, a former FARC
Member.

The KnighLites QRPig-Out meeting

Ham Radio License Testing
Amateur radio testing for new applicants as well as
upgrades will be given the 2nd Monday of every month,
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting. All
test participants are invited to attend the meeting. The time
is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross building on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is
required via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to take
and your phone number. You may pre-register or get
additional information via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org,
attention Bob Gates KJ4IC. Replace -at- with the usual
symbol. Other dates/times will be published as we
schedule them.

Bob Gates KJ4IC
Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
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ARES Reports
By Carl, N4PAA

Mar. 4, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Mar. 11, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KG4ECI Dan.

Check ins - 12. Stations were W4KG Steve, WA8IHW Jack, KJ4DLS
Eric, WA4NOT Jim, WB9SZL Dale, N4PAA Carl, KC8OEX Terry,
KE4ZFN Bryce, KC4WSK Van, KJ4SJZ Tim, KF4EOD Mike and
KG4ECI Dan.

There was no traffic or announcements this evening.

Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting. Eric was using an
Echolink connection from the 146.64 repeater to the 145.47 repeater
this evening. Due to some actual weather on Wednesday, the state wide
Tornado Preparedness Drill will be tomorrow - Friday - starting at 9:30
AM. Any station that can is urged to participate At this coming
Mondays FARC meeting, there will be a Doppler Weather Radar
training class at the regular 7:30 start time. The Spring MS Walk will
be held on Saturday, April 24th at the Fourth of July Park/Kernersville
Elementary School area. It is a good "first time" event as its one small
area and only half a day - with lunch provided. Contact Eric at
KJ4DLS@arrl.net to volunteer. Tonight was emergency power night,
and net control's battery was not holding up well, so there was no
informal this evening.

Formal Session - 15 minutes. Informal Session - none. Total time - 15
minutes.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - N4PAACarl.

Check ins - 13. Stations were KE4MOY Mike, W4KG Steve,
KG4FGC Ken, WF4DD WFU Club, AK4D Terry, WB9SZL Dale,
KC8OEX Terry, KJ4OIL David, WB4QXG Fred, KC4WSK Van,
KJ4DLS Eric, KA4JRLJason and N4PAACarl.

There was no traffic this evening.

KG4FGC Ken announced that the WF4DD net will start at 9 PM or at
the conclusion of this net tonight.

Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting. He commented on the
Doppler Radar class that was held last Monday at the FARC meeting.
Jeff Orrock will be back in April for a Basic Skywarn Training class
and again in May for the Advanced Skywarn Training class. Jeff's
presentation kept everyone in their seats until 9:30 and he has a
handout of lots of weather radar links. Eric also covered the ARES
events that are coming up soon - the Spring MS Walk at the Fourth of
July Park area in Kernersville on Saturday April 24 starting at 7 AM
and the Three Mountain Madness event that starts in the town of Pilot
Mountain around 7 AM on Saturday June 5. The MS Walk is a local
event and the Three Mountain Madness covers most of Stokes County
and some of Surry County. Volunteers for either event can contact Eric
on the repeaters, at the FARC meetings or at KJ4DLS@arrl.net. Eric
reminded us to be ready for spring storms that can pop up at any time.

Formal Session - 17 minutes. Informal Session - 13. Total time - 30
minutes.

Mar. 18, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Mar. 25, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KC8OEX Terry.

Check ins - 21. Stations were KG4FGC Ken, WF4DD WFU Club,
AK4D Terry, KF4EOD Mike, W4KG Steve, KF4HHG Tim,
WA4NOT Jim, NA4P Fred, N4PAA Carl, KC4WSK Van,
KE4ZFN Bryce, N4IOZ Tom, KA4JRL Jason, KE4MOY Mike,
WB4QXG Fred, WA4RDZ Stan, KJ4DLS Eric, KJ4IC Bob,
WS4NC Don, KC8OEX Terry and by way of Echolink from Los
Angeles - Dale WB9SZL.

There was no traffic this evening.

KG4FGC Ken announced that the WF4DD net will start at 9 PM or
at the conclusion of this net tonight.

Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held theARES meeting. He was mobile and
kept it brief this evening. The MS Spring Walk event will be on
Saturday, April 24th at the Fourth of July Park/Kernersville
Elementary School area starting around 7 AM. Volunteers can
contact Eric via the repeaters, at the FARC meeting, or e-mail at
KJ4DLS@arrl.net. He also urged us to study and pass the FEMA
ICS courses that are recommended for ARES members - the 100,
200, 700 and 800 courses.

Formal Session - 15 minutes. Informal Session - 18. Total time - 33
minutes.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KJ4DLS Eric.

Check ins - 14. Stations were W4KG Steve, KJ4SJZ Tim,
KG4FGC Ken, KE4MOY Mike, AK4D Terry, WA4NOT Jim,
NA4P Fred, WF4DD WFU Club, N4PAA Carl, KJ4CDM Frank,
WB9SZLDale, KC4WSK Van, KA4JRLJason and KJ4DLS Eric.

There was no traffic this evening.

NA4P Fred announced that the WF4DD net will start at 9 PM or at
the conclusion of this net tonight.

AK4D Terry announced that there will be a Basic Skywarn Spotter
training class at theApril 12th FARC meeting - Red Cross Building
in Winston-Salem starting at 7:30 PM. The Advanced Skywarn
Spotter class will be at the May FARC meeting.

Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting. The Raleigh
Hamfest will be April 3 at the Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Our first
activity - the Spring MS Walk will be on Saturday, April 24 at the
Fourth of July/Kernersville Elementary School area in
Kernersville - starting around 7 AM. The next scheduled activity is
the Three Mountain Madness event starting in the town of Pilot
Mountain on June 5th. Volunteers can contact Eric at FARC
meeting, on the repeaters or by e-mail at KJ4DLS@arrl.net. He
discussed the new ARRL Advanced Encomm course that will be
released by theARRLsoon. It includes taking all the recommended
FEMA ICS courses, etc. Then Eric covered all the essential items
for a deployment, and then covered the little extras that can make
your GO bag ready for almost anything.

Formal Session - 24 minutes. Informal Session - 16. Total time - 40
minutes.
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ARESAnnouncements
Eric KJ4DLS

The first Thursday of every month will be “Emergency Power
Night” on the Forsyth County ARES Net. All stations are asked to
check in using emergency power setups and this will give stations a
once per month opportunity to check out their equipment in
emergency power mode.

If anyone has any questions you can reach me via e-mail at kj4dls
<at> arrl.net or landline at 336-231-4182. Thanks everyone for
your participation in our ARES group. Below is a picture of the
April 3 storm front which went to the north of WS.

Charlotte Hamfest

Charlotte had their big hamfest in March. Several of us
made our way and enjoyed a great event. Below are several
pictures

Photo credit: KJ4DLS

Photo credit: KJ4DLS

Photo credit: KJ4DLS

Photo credit: KJ4DLS

Photo credit: KJ4DLS
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Ham Calendar
Some dates are courtesy of the South East Repeater Journal.

new ways to contribute. I hope all of you will join me in
offering our new Section Manager Bill Morine, N2COP
your support and assistance.” Tim Slay N4IB

George Franklin Brannock - WA4CQK-SK

BRANNOCK MOUNT AIRY - Mr. George Franklin Brannock, age
82, of Mt. Airy, passed away Tuesday, April 06, 2010 at Bermuda
Commons inAdvance. Mr. Brannock was born in Surry County, June
16, 1927 to Walter and Emma Brown Brannock. He served our
country in the United States Navy, was the former owner/operator of
Brannock Electronics and was a member of Grace Moravian Church.
Mr. Brannock was an avid amateur radio operator using the call sign
"WA4CQK". Surviving are a daughter and son-in-law, Kimberly and
Barry Swaim of Clemmons; a son, Marc Brannock of Reston, VA;
grandchildren, Kelly Brannock, Katie Brannock, Madeline Swaim,
and Meredith Swaim; his ex-wife, Jo Anne Brannock; a sister, Polly
Holder of Mt. Airy; and a brother and sister-in-law, W. Lewis and
Elva Brannock of Portsmouth, VA. In addition to his parents, Mr.
Brannock was preceded in death by a sister, Blanche McBride and
brothers, J. Harry Brannock and Jimmy Brannock. A graveside
service will be held at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, April 8, 2010 at Oakdale
Cemetery by Rev. Jeff Coppage. There will not be a formal visitation.
O n l i n e c o n d o l e n c e s m a y b e m a d e a t w w w .
Moodyfuneralservices.com.

Raleigh Hamfest was April 3. Another great event with a big crowd.
Below are a few pictures. I don’t know who the idiot waving at the
camera might be.

Raleigh Hamfest

April, 2010

12 FARC Meeting/SkyWarn training Red Cross
WS

24 MS Walk ARES EVENT

May, 2010

3 Raleigh Hamfest, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC
10: Wilmington Hamfest

17 Catawba Valley Hamfest, Burke County
Fairgrounds, Morganton, NC
19 FARC Board Meeting & Bob Gates Night - Mellow
Mushroom, 4th St. WS
24: StateARES Meeting, Raleigh

24 Calhoun, GA Hamfest
26 PVRC & Bob Gate night at Mellow Mushroom,
4st, WS

13-14 Charlotte HF, Concord, NC

June, 2010

Winston-Salem Classic Hamfest,

July, 2010

August, 2010

3 Atlanta Hamfest, Jim Miller Park, Marietta, GA
12 Dixie Classic
Fairgrounds, Winston-Salem, NC

17 Cary Swapfest, Ritter park, Cary NC
24 Western Carolina Hamfest, Haywood County
Fairgrounds, Waynesville, NC

7 Cape Fear ARS SwapFest, Methodist University,
Fayetteville, NC

Around FARC

New Callsign:

The value of a back-up radio: Ed, KU4BP:

President Terry (Always Keep 4 Dollars)
Brown (formerly KN4BA) is now officially AK4D.

Just as I was
planning WPX this weekend my 850 goes on the blink,
literally. Display went blank today but the radio still
works. Fortunately, I've been able to track down the fix as it
is a common occurance. However, I won't get it done in
time for the weekend. My old 440 is now pressed into
service. Glad I got the PLLissue taken care of last year.

WORLD WINNER -
2 0 0 9 1 6 0 - M e t e r
C o n t e s t

WORLD
WINNER

W O R L D
WINNER? QRP!

- G e n e
Bowman is proudly
displaying his

plaque from
last years 160-Meter
contest. Did I mention
h e w a s

Great job Gene. QRPon
160 takes a lot of
toughness.

Thanks toTim Slay N4IB

Tim Slay has retired as NC ARRL Section manager. We
wish Bill Morine our best congratulations on becoming
NC Section Manager and he has some big shoes to fill.
Tim has worked tirelessly for Amateur Radio in NC and
we are sad to see him go. Quoting Tim from his last
Newsletter as NC Section manager: “I don't leave this job
worn out from the stress, but enthusiastic about finding Photo credit: KJ4DLS
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Renewal Time - 2010!
Yes - it’s that wonderful time again - time to renew your FARC dues.

$24 a year for regular - $12 a year for over 65 or student.

Call:_______________Over 65? (__) Y (__) N

Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

City:________________________________

State & Zip:__________________________

Home#:_____________________________(_)

Work#:______________________________(_)

Cell#:_______________________________(_)

Email:_______________________________(_)

Do you want your Newsletter by:

(_____) email (_____) USMail (_____) Both

Other family members who are also hams can be full
members of FARC for ½ the Main Members dues (covers
1 or more - same price) provided only one newsletter is
mailed.

Other family members who are hams:

#1. Call_______Name____________________

email______________________________

#2. Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________

#3. Call_______Name_____________________

email_________________________________


