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November Meeting

The main club meeting will be the 2nd Monday of the
month (November 8) and is held at the Northwest NC Red
Cross Chapter House on 610 Coliseum Drive in Winston-
Salem. The meeting will start at 7:30 PM and should run
to about 9 PM. Arrive early to get a good seat and to
hobnob with your fellow hams. This month is Home Brew
Show-&-Tell.

December Dinner Meeting

SNAZZY NEW NAME TAGS

2010 Field Day Results

First notice that I said . In December
we will be meeting on the at
Big Shotz Tavern on Stratford Road in Winston-Salem. The reason
we are meeting on the First Monday in December is that Big Shotz
was already booked on the second Monday. Big Shotz is located in
what was Lucky 32’s and is across from the BB&T building located
at Stratford Road and the big five-points intersection of Country
Club, Miller St. and 1st Street. We will gather around 5:30 PM for
drinks and then start dinner at around 6PM.

The November meeting will be the usual second Monday,
November 8 at the Red Cross.

DECEMBER not November
FIRST MONDAY DECEMBER 6

FARC will have new and “snazzy” name tags next year.
The new name badges will be laminated plastic and will
include a lanyard. The mailing of the Newsletter in
December will have a renewal card and for everyone that
sends the renewal card back in with their 2011 dues
payment will receive one of the new ID Badges. The
name badges should be ready by the January meeting
and will be passed out there for those who attend. For
those few who have pre-paid your 2011 dues the name
badge will be processed automatically but it would help
to have the renewal card returned.

If you are a member of Forsyth County ARES please
indicate on the renewal card. Any certifications such as
the Introduction to Disaster services training from the
Red Cross or the National Weather Service basic or
advanced training will be noted on the ARES side. It is
very important to have the NIMS certification for ARES
(see ARES News) and that will also be noted. It would
be great if you could complete the NIMS certification by
December. The first name badge comes with your dues -
there will be a nominal charge for a replacement.

Check the fine print in the list below and you will notice
that FARC was 3rd in the US in our category! The

number 1 club had fewer QSOs but made more CW
contacts. # refers to the number of participants.

# Call Score Category QSOs Mult GOTA Section # Club
1 N6GA 9,145 5AB 958 5 LAX 9 Zuni Loop Mtn Expeditionary Force
2 W4NC 8,430 5AB 1,023 5 W4WS NC 22 Forsyth ARC
3 W7YAM 2,725 5AB 237 5 OR 12 McMinnville ARC /YCARES
4 N8NC 2,325 5AB 219 5 OH 35 North Coast ARC
5 AA5RO 1,780 5AB 91 5 W5QS STX 67 Alamo Area Radio Organization
6 W5MSQ 1,420 5AB 91 5 STX 16 Houston QRP Club
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc

To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.org .

Officers for 2010 are:

President: Terry Brown, AK4D
(Formerly KN4BA)

Vice-President: Eric Bowen, KJ4DLS

Secretary: Tom Gallagher, N4IOZ

Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO

Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC

All content is Copyright 2010 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc@arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of
the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months.

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.

Cheap!

Ham Radio License Testing

Congratulations to Brian Tally KJ4YXC who passed his
Technician exam and to Bill Johnson KJ4YFD who
upgraded to General last month. Amateur radio testing
for new applicants as well as upgrades will be given the
2nd Monday of every month, except December, prior to
the FARC regular meeting. All test participants are
invited to attend the meeting. The time is 6:30 PM and
the place is the Red Cross building on Coliseum Drive in
Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail,
listing the elements you wish to take and your phone
number. You may pre-register or get additional
information via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org, attention
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace -at- with the usual
symbol. Other dates/times will be published as we
schedule them.

Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1-336-766-9675

ARESAnnouncements
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Eric WK4CW

Anyone having questions about our ARES group or
would like to volunteer for upcoming events, feel free to
contact me at wk4cw@arrl.net or 336-231-4182. ARES
net Thursday evenings 8:30 p.m. on 145.470.

The first Thursday of every month will be “Emergency
Power Night” on the Forsyth County ARES Net. All
stations are asked to check in using emergency power
setups and this will give stations a once per month
opportunity to check out their equipment in emergency
power mode.



Page 3

ARES Reports
By Carl, N4PAA

Oct. 7, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - WK4CW Eric.

Check ins - 18. Stations were WA4NOT Jim, KA4JRL Jason,
WB4QXG Fred, KG4FGC Ken, W4KG Steve, KJ4CDM Frank,
W4MJJ Jim, W8LWX John, NA4P Fred, WF4DD WFU Club,
WB9SZL Dale, N4PAA Carl, KE4ZFN Bryce, KC4WSK Van,
KJ4SZN Chris, KF4EOD Mike, KJ4UZU Clint and WK4CW Eric.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - WK4CW Eric.

Check ins - 17. Stations were WA4NOT Jim, W4KG Steve,
KA4JRL Jason, WB9SZL Dale, WB4QXG Fred, KJ4IC Bob
(Echolink), KJ4ENM Ed, KF4ELD Larry, KC8OEX Terry,
N4PAA Carl, KG4HTR Mike, NA4P Fred, WF4DD WFU Club,
KE4ZFN Bryce, KF4EOD mike, KD4ENV Ron and WK4CW
Eric.

There was no traffic this evening.

NA4P Fred announced that the WF4DD net will be tonight a 9 PM
or at the conclusion of this net.

Our EC - WK4CW Eric held the ARES meeting. He informed us
that the CQ WW single sideband contest is this weekend and for all
HF capable members to get on the air and log a few contacts. He
told us contests are good training for actual emergencies as a lot of
activity goes on and call signs must be copied, etc, which is good
operating practice. He didn't have to remind us of the severe
weather the past two days with confirmed tornadoes in the area,
heavy rains, local flooding, etc - but he did. He gave the area
Skywarn repeater frequency - 147.255 with an 82.5 PL tone - and
that there is usually local storm related traffic on this repeater. The
area has a spring and a fall window for severe weather, and we are
in the fall period. Stay alert for big frontal boundary storms like
those of the past two days for another few weeks. Anyone needing
additional info on NIMS courses or ARES in general can contact
Eric at WK4CW@ARRL.net.

Formal Session - 24 minutes. Informal Session - 16. Total time - 40
minutes.

Oct. 28, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

FARC/ARES Reunion on theAir

Quick - what was your ARES number in 1993? I can’t remember either.
There was a time when the ARES net was so popular it took an hour just to
get everybody checked in. So many that we had to check in by number.
According to one list that has been unearthed by the FARC Archaeology
Division there were 200 assigned numbers in 1993. Yes, some of you
young whipper-snappers weren’t around then, so you didn’t have one.

FARC will celebrate its 80th official birthday this December 30. The club
was actually around before 12/30/1930 but that was the incorporation
date. Interestingly December 30 being a Thursday is also an ARES night.

that date has been picked to try and bring out as many of the old
gang as can be rounded up. We might move it to another week since many
people may be on vacation. Obviously you don’t have to have been
around then to participate - all are welcome. We might even assign more
ARES numbers. We’ll discuss it Monday night at the FARC meeting. On
pages 4 and 5 are lists of ARES members from July 1993 - thanks to fomer
EC Rick Batte N4MBI. Sadly there are way too many SKs on the list.

Tentatively

Excerts from NCARRLLetter

SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST (SET) - the NC ARES SET
will be conducted on Saturday, November 13, 2010 at 0900 for a
duration of 2+ hours. Currently available information is available
at http://www.ncarrl.org/ares/set2010.html . Note that additional
details will be added as the exercise date approaches. Please look
at that info on a regular basis and remain informed. County ARES

There was no traffic this evening.

KG4FGC Ken announced two Skywarn Spotter training classes -
Basic on Oct. 13 andAdvanced on Oct. 14. Both will be at the Hinshaw
UMC at 4501 High Point Road in Greensboro. Ken also announced the
WF4DD net tonight after this net or 9 PM.

KJ4CDM informed the net of a serious stoke of a fellow ham - Ernest
KI4SYU.

Our EC - WK4CW Eric held a shortARES meeting. He reminded us of
the Pfafftown Swapfest this Saturday from 7 to 12 AM at the
Community Center in Pfafftown. He also reminded us that the FARC
Club meeting will be this coming Monday. Contact Eric at
WK4CW@arrl.net for more info onARES.

Formal Session - 22 minutes. Informal Session - None. Total time - 22
minutes.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - N4PAACarl.

Check ins - 16. Stations were WA4NOT Jim, WK4CW Eric, W4KG
Steve, W8LWX John, WB9SZL Dale, KJ4SJZ Jim, NA4P Fred,
WF4DD WFU Club, KE4ZFN Bryce, KC4WSK Van, AF4XC Ed,
KA4JRL Jason, WA3RTC Steve (Echolink) W4MJJ Jim, KJ4ENM Ed
and N4PAACarl.

There was no traffic this evening.

NA4P Fred announced that the WF4DD net will be tonight a 9 PM or at
the conclusion of this net.

Our EC - WK4CW Eric held the ARES meeting. He told us about an
exercise that was held yesterday at the W-S EOC where WA4NOT Jim
and WK4CW Eric participated. It allowed them to work with the usual
served agencies and gave everyone involved a better idea about the
capabilities each group can perform. Eric also pointed out they you
must have completed all four of the NIMS courses to participate in
exercises with the served agencies like this. He hinted that a larger
exercise is coming soon for this area.

Then Eric gave an interesting talk on the use of NVIS (Near Vertical
Incident Skywave) antennas for short range HF communications
during emergencies. NVIS is good for the 30 to 300 mile range when 2
meters doesn't have the range needed and the common HF antennas
would skip over the area where communications are needed.

Formal Session - 31 minutes. Informal Session - none. Total time - 31
minutes.

Oct. 21, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Continued on Page 6
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740
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groups are not required to participate in the State SET, but it is
encouraged. Note: this year's SET will be a very different event
from most of the SETexercises from recent years.

HAMFESTS – Sunday, November 21, 8 AM – 4 PM JARSfest,
Johnston Amateur Radio Society, American Legion Complex,
Hwy 301, Benson. Talk-In 147.27 and 146.97

LAST WORD – CONTESTING FOR THE REST OF US.
Contesters are a special breed, and a breed we should look up to.
The biggest contests of the year in terms of activity are coming up:
the “November Sweepstakes”. The CW portion is November 6-8,
and the Phone version is November 20-22. When you hear a
seasoned contester in action, you are hearing the essence of
Amateur Radio. Cool, concise, efficient and meticulous are
adjectives which describe them. Contesters are many times the
ones we admire when we wish we could become better operators.
Like anything in life, contesters have worked hard to achieve their
success. What’s more interesting is that in more casual day-to-day
operating, contesters still stand out as exemplary operators. Their
habits spill over to normal operating. If you want to become a
better operator, there is no substitute for getting on the air,
becoming a better listener, and trying a contest or two. But where
to begin? Here are some suggestions:

First, if you have expanded HF privileges as a General or Extra,
devote an uninterrupted block of time to an upcoming contest. The
November Sweepstakes are overwhelming, but you will hear
contesting at its utmost. Concentration could net you some
unexpected QSOs you might not otherwise get. If you can handle

Sweepstakes, you can handle any contest. Listen to segments an
hour at a time so you won’t burn out. Soon you’ll begin to see
patterns and rhythms which will help you.

Next, work your way up to the pace of Sweepstakes. State QSO
parties are a wonderful starting point. In CW, there are some 4 hour
sprints that will really help your CW skills to improve. An excellent
source for all kinds of contests, especially ones for rookies, is
W A 7 B N M ’ s C o n t e s t C a l e n d a r a t
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal

Finally, in North Carolina, 46% of all Amateur Radio licensees are
Technicians. Many are seeking a migration path to motivate them to
General. With the upper bands opening up again, 10 meter
contesting is making a comeback. Techs have the grandfathered
Novice CW privileges plus HF SSB privileges 28.300-28.500 MHz.
Try a 10-10 contest. More info at http://www.ten-ten.org Also, the
VHF Sweepstakes are January 22-24. Try some 6 meter or 2 meter
sideband. According to the “Most Wanted Grids” map at
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/FFMA/Most%2520Wanted%2520Gri
ds%25202007.pdf, North Carolina is home to three highly desired
Maidenhead grids: Fm25 and FM26 in the Outer Banks, and FM13 at
Kure Beach, Fort Fisher and a portion of Bald Head Island. Have
your club sponsor a “Dxpedition” in a rare grid or close to home, and
open up the world of contesting to Technician licensees.

Getting on the air is the best prescription to becoming a better
operator. Happy Halloween to all, and be safe. C U DN THE LOG.

73 de Bill
Bill Morine, N2COP
ARRLNorth Carolina Section Manager

Excerts from NC ARRL Letter
Continued from page 3


