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QSL From the past . . .
 by Don, WS4NC

Old timers in the club will recognize the call above as 
belonging to long-time FARC member Tag Bowers, 
currently K4TAG. Tag was the Elmer to young WS4NC 
back when all we had were wood-burning radios.  The 
1962 QSL was addressed to FARC member Adam “Doc” 
Denison, Jr K4OFV-SK. Doc founded Carolina Medical 
Electronics in King, among his many other 
accomplishments.  For this QSO Tag used a Heath 
“Twoer” - roughly the electronic equivalent of two tin 
cans and a string. Obviously one topic of the QSO was 
about the Civil Defense net that was held on two meters 
back in the days of 2-meter AM. Back then FARC had an 
old school bus for CD functions.  The QSL is a unique 
piece of NC Ham history.  The card was found by antique 
QSL collector and FARC member Dave Rawley N4XO 
who sent it to me to forward to Tag.  Recently I was able 
to go visit Tag and return the card and we had a great chat 
about old times, even a certain BC-610.  Tag greatly 
enjoyed getting the QSL back.

October, 2011

FARC Kit Builders Group . . .
By Don, WS4NC

or whatever we call ourselves.  This past spring an offer was 
extended to those FARC members interested in building QRP 
equipment.  I open my office up on what was eventually became 
Tuesday nights to a group of up to 10 or so.  The purpose was to 
provide access to test and mechanical equipment to those FARC 
members who wanted to build stuff. Not everybody has drill 
presses, sheet metal benders and a wall full of test equipment.  From 
those who signed up we eventually ended with John KD4AWI, 
Steven KD4JWU, Tim AG4RZ, Gene WB4MSG, John KJ4UFG, 
Gary WA4VMC, Jim W4UX as kit builders.  The choice as to what 
we would do was open - if the group wanted to work on individual 
projects was OK.  It took a few meetings before we finally decided 

OCTOBER MEETING
The general meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club will be 
(as almost always) on the second Monday of the month, October 
10, at the NW NC Red Cross Building at 610 Coliseum Drive.  
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM but plan on arriving early, say 7 
PM  to get a good seat and to chat with fellow hams.  Ham Exams 
are offered at 6:30 PM but require preregistration (see FCC 
Exams on page 2).  This month's program will be on how to enjoy 
the upcoming CQWW contest without contesting.  A great way 
to get DXCC in one weekend.  For those rare Asia stations you 
need to look for a 15 - 30 minute opening starting around . . . 
(come to the meeting for details!)

Gene WB4MSG, on the left, and Tim AG4RZ center are testing a stage on Jim 
W4UX’s 20-meter SSB Bitx transceiver.
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on a major undertaking.  Everybody wanted to build an HF SSB rig.  
Not the easiest of projects.

We picked the BITX 20-meter transceiver.  The design was based upon 
as many 2N2222/2N3904 transistors as possible.  2N2222 are about 
$0.05 each.  Except for the audio out, no ICs.  The BITX was designed 
by Farhan VU2ESE.  Clones of this radio were the only radios on the air 
from Indonesia after the Dec. 26 tsunami, which made the rig famous.  
The original design was to use as many salvaged components as 
possible.  We went for new parts as we weren’t that hard core.

I ordered the boards from India and then Gene WB4MSG and Tim 
AG4RZ made the parts list.  Wow.  There was not a nice, neat list of 
parts to work from.  The instructions at that time were broken down by 
sections and just the parts listed by sections.  No Digikey or Mouser 
numbers or anything that neat.  What I didn’t know was that my 
Tuesday nights would be spent finding the right parts, finding the best 
price and getting them ordered.  I would usually round up to orders to 
get the best prices and put the excess parts in my stock.  The parts cost 
worked out to about $80 per kit for 12 kits.  Without a support group I 
wouldn’t suggest this for a first kit, even though we had many first time 
builders in the group.

Gene WB4MSG deserves special kudos for sheparding this group and 
doing the homework to keep all on tract. He worked many hours to be 
ready to assist all the builders before Tuesday nights.  It was great fun to 
watch eyes light up as the radios came to life.  The radios will be at the 
November Show-&-Tell, speaking of which . . .

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.  

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 30, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr., 
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) & 444.275 
(100 Hz tone).  

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its 
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting) 
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location.  This is 
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all 
attending members have a vote.  All club members are 
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  For more 
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or 
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .  Club email is to info -at 
w4nc.com .  

Officers for 2011 are:  

President:  Terry Brown, AK4D

Vice-President:  Eric Bowen, WK4CW

Secretary:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
 

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC 

To join our list server send a blank email to 
w4nc-subscribe@egroups.com   

All content is Copyright 2011 by Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter 
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: 
ws4nc@arrl.net).  Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of 
the month.  Rates are $50 for 12 months.  Cheap!

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and 
would like to trade please send us a copy.

Top left Looking over the shoulder of John Aldridge as he assembles his BITX, 
and top right John Ghormley does some fine work, below left Gary WA4VMC 
is taking a break and bottom left is Steven KJ4JWU.
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November Homebrew Show-&-Tell

One of the highlights of our program year is our annual 
Homebrew Show-&-Tell at the November meeting.  
Bring out ye goodies that you built this year (or in 
previous years)  and share them with the Club members.  
This year we’ll have all the kit builders from the article 
above.  Real hams build stuff.  Be a real ham.  You still 
have time.  It doesn’t have be a time machine or 
something that repairs a tear in space-time.  It just has to 
be electronics related - although we might stretch that.

VEC Report

FARC supports a number of interest groups in the Club 
but one group that deserves special note are the 
Volunteer Examiners who provide FCC testing.  This is 
a job that carries special duties and heavy 
responsibilities.  Since this is a Federal job those hams 
who volunteer their time to provide you testing 
opportunity have to comply with federal rules and they 
are subject to perjury.  After the exam the session 
manager has to provide more time for filing paperwork.

Dale Merisch WB9SZL has been “our” session manager 
since late 2009.  I say “our” since the actual VEC is the 
Volunteer Examiners Club of America W4VEC.  There 
are 14 FCC appointed VECs.  

Since late 2009 FARC has provided facilities for 56 
exams, which include 31 new Technician licenses, 10 
upgrades to General, and 7 upgrades to Extra.  This is 
such a better system than the old days when you either 
had to wait six months for the FCC to come around or 
travel to Norfolk or Atlanta.

The volunteer examiners for FARC are WB9SZL, 
W4KG, N4VE, WS4NC, W2DZO, AK4D, WD4LSS, 
WK4CW, WA4NOT, N0KTY, N4IOZ.  These hams 
have spent approximately 130 man hours in the recent 
past giving ham exams.  Please sure and thank them for 
their efforts.

Ham Radio License Testing

Congratulations to Caleb for  passing in September 
testing:  Caleb Moose KK4EIY

Caleb is in the Marines and is back on duty but he 
assures us that he will consider FARC his home Club.  
Caleb, allow me to offer you a hearty congratulations on 

your new license and call letters.  I look forward to 
chatting with you on the air.

Amateur radio testing for new applicants as well as 
upgrades will be given the 2nd Monday of every month, 
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting.  
All test participants are invited to attend the meeting.  
The time is 6:30 PM  and the place is the Red Cross 
building on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  << Pre-
registration is required via e-mail >>, listing the 
elements you wish to take and your phone number.  You 
may pre-register or get additional information via e-mail 
to info -at- w4nc.org, attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL.  
Replace -at- with the usual symbol.  Other dates/times 
will be published as we schedule them.

Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1-336-766-9675

FARC Hamfests

Most small ham clubs have stopped holding a hamfest.  
Just suggest to them that they should hold a hamfest and 
you will hear the experienced ones say “Do you know 
how much work that is?”  Not to mention that bad 
weather can wreck a Club’s treasury.  Holding a hamfest 
can be an expensive proposition, though, in theory, it 
should make some money for the club.  The internet, 
especially eBay,  has killed a lot of local hamfests.

It used to be that there was at least one hamfest and often 
two within driving distance every month.  FARC 
watched with dismay as so many local clubs decided that 
they could no longer hold a hamfest.  We look upon 
hamfests a service to the ham community.  It is a great 
opportunity to get together, socialize and swap 
miscellaneous goodies that you didn’t know you needed 
until you saw them.  

These events don’t just happen.  There is a lot of behind-
the-scenes work that goes on to hold these events.  And 
the day of the event many FARC members spend their 
time selling tickets, working concessions and any of a 
dozen other jobs that must be done.  They often don’t get 
to enjoy the hamfest because they are working.  I hope I 
don’t leave anybody out here but those who helped with 
the June Hamfest were:  Woody KF4PLQ, John N0KTY, 
Eric WK4CW, Henry W2DZO, Carl N4PAA, Melissa 
W4RXG, Terry AK4D, Don WS4NC, Tom N4IOZ, 
Jerry K4GW, Doc WB4QIZ, Steve W4KG, Dan 
KG4ECI, Dylan KJ4GJD, Jack KK4DOL, Dale 
WB9SZL, David KJ4OIL, Judson KG4OHQ, Steven 
KJ4JWU, Gene WB4MSG, Tim AG4RZ, John 
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KD4AWI, Jacob KJ4VGT, Richard KJ4VYQ, Julia 
Coggins (soon to be licensed).  Some club members 
participated just by setting up goodies for sale and 
that’s good too.  And all club members, even those who 
worked, bought tickets.  All these support FARC.

And speaking of hamfests . . . 

October Hamfest
Thanks to all!

73, Henry, W2DZO

Thanks to the following for volunteering to help with 
the upcoming hamfest.  If you know any others lets get 
them involved, even if its just for an hour - it'll help.  
The following folks are on this list:  Henry W2DZO, 
Jacob KJ4VGT, Don WS4NC, Terry AK4D, Eric 
WK4CW, Melissa W4RXG, Jerry K4GW, Dale 
WB9SZL, Gene WB4MSG, John N0KTY, David 
KJ4OIL, Judson KG4OHQ, Doc WB4QIZ.

OK- So that’s the list. We'll try to do everything we did 
last time, but we'll try to make it easy for everyone to 
enjoy the hamfest AND help. The biggest difference is 
the I9 basketball tournament that will be going on- 
which means we'll need to concentrate on parking and 
concessions a bit more. We'll leave it to the leaders who 
signed up to schedule everyone for their group and get 
more help if needed.

Parking/Ticket sales: Kip N0KTY said he'll take care of this 
with Jacob- but we'll need more hands.

Public relations:  Melissa W4RXG our PIO is on top of this.

Concessions: I'll lead that and I have Jacob and Jerry to 
help- I'll need a couple more. Jacob, Maybe Julia? Jerry- 
you know any others who might pitch in? We'll need 2 at all 
times. I'll stay all day if needed but would prefer a break here 
and there.

Prize table:  Doc said he'd do it but he’ll have to leave early 
so we'll need another person- anyone else want to try and  
collect prizes.

Load in Saturday: Gene will be there- we need more. Tim? 
Others?

Load in Friday evening: Jacob, Don David R, Dale, Gene 
and Judson- I'll be there as well.

Club table- No one signed up and we need someone- unless 
we don't get a big pile of stuff and then we may not need one. 
Stay tuned.

Clean up- Jacob and Gene- I'll be there too. We'll grab others 
as well.

Tickets: Don- are we good for tickets? (Yes - done.)

That’s all for now- if you know any others, forward 
them this email or have them contact me or the team 
leader.  Feel free to reply all to keep in touch with all of 
us.

NC QSO Party

FARC proudly sponsors the NC QSO party.  Not all 
states run a QSO party.  FARC believes that this is 
another activity that supports Ham Radio in NC and is 
proud to be the prime sponsor.  This year we sought out 
the support of other clubs and hams in NC to sponsor 
plaques.  In particular we appreciate the support of the  
the Raleigh ARC, the Azalea Coast ARC, The Tri-
County ARC, WCARS, Bill Morine N2COP, Dwayne 
Ayers N4MIO, Bob Gates KJ4IC, and Paul Stroud 
AA4XX for their support of the 2011 QSO Party.  We 
had 119 submitted logs this year and participation 
continues to grow every year.  Planning is on track for 
the 2012 NC QSO Party next February.  Check 
www.w4nc.com for details.

145.47 Repeater

FARC is fortunate to have a wide-area coverage 
repeater on 145.47 on Sauratown Mountain.  The top of 
Sauratown Mt. is owned by WXII and WXII has been a 
strong supporter of FARC.  We are most fortunate to 
have this location and the public service activites of 
FARC are the main reason we are the only ham repeater 
allowed on WXII property.  WXII and FARC worked 
closely together handling health and welfare messages 
for the 1985 Mexican earthquake.  I’ve recently found 
some old reports on this and plan a review article in the 
next few moths.

Facebook

FARC is on facebook under w4nc!  27 members so 
far!

The Vagabond Net

The Vagabond Rag Chewers Net is a group that meets 
on 145.47 daily at 2:30 PM.  In size they are actually a 
regional organization, some might even say 
Worldwide!  There are some users that check in from as 
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far away as England.  FARC is proud to support the 
Vagabonds and the Vagabonds are gracious enough to 
donate $250 a year to the club to help support the 
repeaters.  The Net is a great outlet for those who have 
the opportunity in the afternoon.  It is apparently the 
highlight of the day for many.  Check it out - they are up 
to the high 500’s in members from across NC and the 
world.  More information is available at:  
http://qsl.net/kf4awn/

ARES, the ARRL and FARC

Newer hams are often confused about this so this bears 
a little explanation.  The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service (ARES) is a function of the field organization 
of the American Radio Relay League.  ARES is the 
organization that, on a local level, is so often supporting 
various civic organizations such as the MS Society’s 
Tour-to-Tanglewood. Where ARES really comes into 
play is during emergencies of all types.  

The local Emergency Coordinator (EC) is appointed by 
the ARRL field organization.  The EC recruits his 
Associate Emergency Coordinators (AECs) and 
general ARES members.  ARES is often the most 
public view of ham radio.

So where does FARC come in?  FARC strongly 
supports the ARRL and ARES.  We are an ARRL 
Special Service club which means that we do a lot more 
than just have local meetings.  It’s a long list of services 
to qualify for that distinction.  ARES is a part of that.  
And ARES needs the resources that FARC provides - 
our repeaters are the biggie, but there is support in many 
other ways. (Read The Editor’s Corner for another.)  

We provide the ARES vests that ARES members use at 
public events.  Those vests provides both visibility and 
safety.  And many local hams are active in both 
organizations.  Neither ARRL nor FARC membership 
is necessary to participate in ARES events.  It is best to 
register with the EC as an ARES member though.

Sadly it is a litigious world we live in.  ARRL provides 
insurance for those who participate in ARES events.  
FARC also provides liability insurance for FARC 
members and for our events, which would include those 
members who participate in any ARES event we 
support.  It is one of our biggest expenses.  And that 
insurance is required by every organization with which 
we come into contact.  That includes those 
organizations where we have our various meetings, 
hamfests and is required by the organizations that house 
our repeaters. It is one of the many ways we support 
local ham radio.

ARES
By Eric WK4CW

I would like to remind everyone (yes, again) about NIMS 
training and also about the ARRL EmComm training courses 
mentioned last month.  Don’t forget the ARES net on 
Thursday nights on 145.47 at 7:30 PM.  We’ve had a lot of 
participation in ARES this year and I would like to thank 
again those who helped with the big events.  

List of Forsyth ARES events 2011:

Event 1. April 30 EOC drill:

Participants:  Activated W4NC:  Jim - WA4NOT, Don - WS4NC, Jacob - KJ4VGT, 
and John - KJ4UFG.  EOC staff:  Jim - WA4NOT, Eric - WK4CW.  Field Operators:  
Ken - KG4FGC, Fred - NA4P, Steve - W4KG, Dave - KJ4OIL, Terry - AK4D, Tim - 
KF4HHG, Henry - W2DZO, Bryce - KE4ZFN, Dave - KJ4VYQ, Eric - WK4CW.

Event 2. Three Mountain Madness:

Participants:  Dan - KG4ECI, Jacob - KJ4VGT, Dale - WB9SZL, John - KJ4UFG, 
Dave - KJ4OIL, Terry - KC8OEX, John - N0KTY, Carl - N4PAA, Terry - AK4D, 
Steven - KG4JWU, John - KD4AWI, Richard - KJ4VYQ, Phil - KD4JZZ, Don - 
WS4NC, Jim - WA4NOT, Eric - WK4CW.

Event 3. Tour to Tanglewood:

Participants: John - N0KTY, Dale - WB9SZL, Jim - WA4NOT, John - KJ4UFG, 
Mike - KJ4IYK, Don - WS4NC, Jacob - KJ4VGT, Steven - KG4JWU, Tim - 
KF4HHG, Ken - KG4FGC, Jerry - WA4ZKI, Henry - W2DZO, Carl - N4PAA, 
Terry - AK4D, Bryce - KE4ZFN, Bob - K4KEU, John - W8LWX, Eric - WK4CW, 
Robert - KD4TVE (Randolph), Barry - KJ4TGY (Randolph), Ambra - KJ4YOC 
(Rockingham), Tim - WD4GXD (Rockingham).

And speaking of Tour To Tanglewood . . . 

Dead Skunk in the Middle of the Road …
Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT

AEC, Forsyth County ARES

…was a great 1970s novelty song, and was the subject of the 
most unusual radio exchange during the Tour To Tanglewood 
on September 17 and 18, 2011. Other participating critters 
included several dogs and a black cat blocking bike traffic, 
and a horse wandering through the Tanglewood 
campground.  Human riders exceeded 1,600.

During the weekend 22 ARES operators professionally 
handled messages concerning all the above plus two injury 
accidents and more mundane radio traffic about broken 
bikes, tired riders and misplaced items including cases of 

Jim WA4NOT is marshaling his troops at Oh-Dark-
30 (actually about 6:30 AM) at Tanglewood.



water cups, porta-potties and one teen-age boy. The main 
FARC repeater, 145.47 MHz, carried all the event 
communications without difficulty. We used the back-up 
repeater, 146.79 MHz, only for occasional administrative 
traffic.

The strong volunteer response from Forsyth County hams 
included N4PAA who commuted from Grayson County, VA, 
to cover a rest stop. We also had mutual assistance from two 
Guilford County and two Rockingham County hams. This 
solid staffing enabled us to cover all needed rest stop, support 
vehicle, net control positions and one motorcycle-mobile 
unit during the event. Eric, WK4CW, and I add our profuse 
thanks to that expressed by the MS event staff for excellent 
radio support.

Participating hams were WD4GXD, Tim Walker, KJ4YOC, 
Ambra Janney, both Rockingham County; KD4TVE, Robert 
Ferguson, KJ4TGY, Barry Bennett, both Guilford County 
and Forsyth hams KJ4IYK, Mile Sale, WK4CW, Eric 
Bowen, N0KTY, John Kippe, WB9SZL, Dale Mierisch, 
KF4UFG, John Ghormley, W8LWX, John Steinberger, 
WS4NC, Don Edwards, KJ4VGT, Jacob Weinberg, 
KG4JWU, Steven Mierisch, KF4HHG, Tim Yarbrough, 
WA4ZKI, Jerry Brownlee, , N4PAA, Carl Brown, KE4ZFN, 

Bryce Lambeth, KG4FGC, Ken Hoglund, K4KEU, Bob 
Fowler, W2DZO, Henry Heidtmann, AK4D, Terry Brown 
and WA4NOT, Jim Mansfield.  Again, many thanks for a job 
well done.

Jamboree On The Air

JOTA is a joint annual event for Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
and Girl Guides from all over the world.  Since 1958 
millions of Scouts have met on the air on the Third 
weekend in October.  This year it is October 15-16.  
Frequencies SSB: 3690, 3940, 7090*, 7190, 7270, 
14.290, 18.140, 21.360, 24.960, 28.390, 50.160 and 
CW 3570, 7030, 14.060, 18.080, 21.140, 24.910, 
28.180, 50.160.  (*Outside IARU Region 2)

How to send emails . . .

Every month or so I have to contact someone on the 
mailing list about an email virus.  I don’t want to pick on 
anybody so names will not be mentioned to protect the 
guilty. Most recently I was getting something to effect 
of “My friends have gotten tired of loaning me money 
all the time.  This web site really saved my life:  
www.scam.com”   This is from an FARC member.  I 
don’t think he liked that.  When I called him - he knew 
about the problem and was trying to fix it.  It is a pain.

 If you are going to send an email to a large group, please 
put the large group of email addresses in the bcc: space.  
You may have to click on “Add bcc:” on gmail or other 
servers.  It protects the email addresses of the group.  
You may not think this is important until you have to 
clean up the mess.  I have seen several emailsfrom 
several senders recently that have been sent to large 
groups with all the email addresses published in the to: 
line.  Really not a good idea.

I have the rare distinction, some years ago,  of getting so 
much spam, so quickly, that I brought down RR’s mail 
servers.  As in 10-20K+ a minute from all over the 
world.  We suspect that some spammer mangled his 
code.  RR was not happy.  I was not happy.  That email 
address had to be abandoned.  They yelled at me.  I 
yelled at them.  There was no joy in Mudville that night.

I have now had to change email addresses several times 
due to spam as I suspect many of you have.  My email 
address was most likely picked up from the Newsletter 
on line.  Which is why most FARC members have asked 
not to have their email address published.  We have a 
main email address for FARC that we have to rotate to a 
new one every so often because it picks up Spam like a 
magnet.  When I have to publish an email address I use 
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Are you ready?

A few of the views around TTT.



<at> instead of the usual symbol with spaces before and 
after.   It is only a matter of time before the spam-bots 
figure that out too.  Please email carefully. Most know 
not to open attachments from unknown people and to be 
careful of web links in emails.

October  Birthdays

W4TMR 10 12 Charlie Kluttz
KJ4PCG 10 8 Ronnie D (Monk) 
Holbrook
KK4BAT 10 30 Brian Charles Burdge
KK4BNA 10 7 Glen J. Ball, III
K4NH 10 27 Howell (Howie) B Rice 

Question:  (Sniffle)  Why didn’t you list my birthday?  
Answer:  Because getting these has been like pulling fingernails out (Out of 333 various people on the master 
list I have birthdays listed for 60 people.) And I just starting put birthdays in the Newsletter last month.

majority rule. 

Business meeting:  Some have asked why hold the 
business meeting on another night.  There are several 
reasons.  We used to have it before the club meeting.  
First there is usually more than can be accomplished 
quickly and this forces any guests and guest-presenters 
to sit through the process. Currently the business 
meeting usually runs for over an hour.  We have tried 
holding it after the program - most members have voted 
with their feet and left and this kills the social aspect of 
everybody having the opportunity to chat after the 
program.  By having the business meeting on another 
night we don’t use up the presenter’s time at the regular 
club meeting. We have tried holding it at the Red Cross 
but the overwhelming choice of those who are present is 
that they would prefer somewhere where we can have 
food.  The attendance at the third Monday business 
meeting is anywhere from about 6 to as many 15 or 
more people.  All are invited - we would love to have to 
move to a dedicated meeting room.    

The contesting group meets on the fourth Monday of the 
month and that is also held at Old Staley’s. All are 
welcome at any of the Monday night meetings. Old 
Staley’s has a connection to FARC.  Owner Bill 
Mowery is the nephew of W4ISH Clarence Mowery 
one of the prime founders of FARC. 

October Elections
The Nominating Committee has completed it job.  The 
committee consisted of Woody KF4PLQ, John N0KTY, 
Don WS4NC, Terry AK4D, Eric WK4CW.  We are 
pleased to present the following list of candidates  for 
election:

President Tim King AG4RZ
VP Jerry Minor K4GW
Secretary Don Edwards WS4NC
Treasurer Henry Heidtmann W2DZO

A nomination from the floor was accepted at the 
September meeting.  John Steinberger W8LWX for 
President.  Nomination by Ed AF4XC, 2nd by Bob 
K4KEU.  The candidates will each  make a short 
presentation before the election at the November 
meeting.

CQWW SSB Contest on October 29-30

The whole world will be radio active when the largest 
HF radio contest of the season hits the airwaves at the 
end of October. Have you ever wondered what all the 
fuss was about? Want to sit in the chair and try your hand 
at working the world? The FARC club shack will be 
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w4nclive.com is 
Coming Back

by Raymond Taber, 
WX5AAA

I wanted to let everyone know that the club meetings 
will be streamed again online via live.  This is an 
experiment I was working on a few years ago, and the 
proof of concept worked. The purpose of doing this is 
to let club and non-club members attend virtually. We 
have club members that are not able to physically 
attend for various reasons (military, health, prior 
obligations). Several ways are being put in place for 
anyone to ask questions. From the web site, 
www.w4nclive.com under the watch live tab. You will 
need to setup a free ustream account to post a question 
in the online chat room.  A facebook page, w4nclive, is 
available along with a twitter feed <at> w4nclive. The 
next club meeting will be on October 10, 2011. If you 
have any questions in regards to the streaming, please 
feel free to email me at info <at> w4nclive.com. As 
long as we don't have any logistical or technical issues, 
we will see all those who can't attend, be online 
watching.

Monday Nights

The FARC main Club meeting is always on the second 
Monday of the month at the Red Cross except in 
December.  The FARC business meeting is open to all 
and is on the third Monday of the month and is held at 
Old Staley’s restaurant at 2000 Reynolda Rd.  
Contrary to a rumor everyone has a vote and it is 



open at several times throughout that weekend for those 
who are interested in seeing how it works. Contact 
Henry W2DZO (hgheidtmann@gmail.com) for details. 
And speaking of CQWW...
 

October FARC Program

The October program will be presented by Henry 
Heidtmann W2DZO. Henry will explore the fun that 
can be had during the CQWW SSB weekend without 
contesting. He'll show the best times to work lots of 
countries without having to use an amp or have a 100' 
tower. He'll also have lots of handouts and some fun 
challenges for all. A demonstration of packet cluster and 
logging software will also be included.

Ham Station Now QRV at Summit 
School

By Henry, W2DZO

I wanted to let all of my club friends know that as of 
September 1, I now have a full HF and VHF station in 
my studio classroom at Summit School. The gear 
includes a Yaesu FT-707 and a vertical. I also have a 2m 
rig. Starting the last week of September I'll begin "Ham 
for Lunch" for the upper school students on Tuesdays. 
Students can bring their lunch to the studio and we'll 
talk about ham radio and even begin a class for the 
technician license if there is enough interest. We'll listen 
on the 146.64 machine and can move to HF if there is 
interest. We'll use the call W4WS.  Hopefully we can 
spur some interest in amateur radio. See you on the air!  
-Henry W2DZO 

 
Southeast Ham Radio Calendar

October, 2011
3 FARC QRP Night, contact WS4NC for details
8 Winston-Salem NC October swapfest2011@w4nc.org 336-
245-5740
8 LaGrange Hamfest www.lagrangeradioclub.org 
lagrangehamfest@yahoo.com  334-863-6814
8 Melbourn Hamfest, FL State ARRL Convention  pcars.org 
KI4RBW@cfl.rr.com  321-327-2647 or 321-626-1
10 FARC General Meeting Night Red Cross
15 The Gray HamFest grayhamfesttn.org k4cwa@arrl.net  423-
538-4811
17 FARC Board Meeting
24 FARC Contestor’s/PVRC MEETING, W2DZO for details
29 Hazard KY Hamfest kmarc.net k4avx@arrl.net  606-476-
9662
31 Fifth Monday!
Unconfirmed from 2010-
First Saturday, October 2010 York Co., SC Hamfest 
www.ycars.org

Second Saturday, October, 2010 Anderson SC HF   864-225-
0567
Second Saturday, October, 2010 Augusta, GA Hamfest    Second 
Saturday, October, 2010 Oak Ridge, TN Hamfest    Second 
Sunday, October, 2010 Maysville, NC Hamfest  
bhighland@nc.rr.com
Third Saturday, October, 2010 Gray Hamfest, Johnson, TN 
www.grayhamfesttn.com
Third Saturday, October, 2010 Northwest GA, Rome, GA  Fourth 
Friday, October, 2010 AR Lighthouse Society, Biloxi, MS    
Fourth Saturday, October 2010 Sumpter, SC "Open Air" Hamfest  
AA1MD@FTC-I.NET
Fourth Saturday, October 2010 Chattanooga, TN Hamfest  

November, 2011

7 FARC QRP Night, contact WS4NC for details
11/19 Flamingo Net/UMARC Free Flea 
www.FlamingoNet.8m.net wa4tej@juno.com  305-264-4465 
(days)
14 FARC General Meeting Night Red Cross
21 FARC Board Meeting
28 FARC Contestor’s/PVRC MEETING, W2DZO for details
Unconfirmed from 2010-
First Saturday-Sunday, November, 2010 Stone Mtn HF, 
Lawrenceville GA www.stonemountainhamfest.com
Third Sunday, November, 2010 JARS Hamfest, Benson, NC 
www.jars.net

December, 2011

5 FARC QRP Night, contact WS4NC for details
12 FARC General Meeting Night Red Cross
19 FARC Board Meeting
28 FARC Contestor’s/PVRC MEETING, W2DZO for details

January, 2011

1/14 Winston-Salem FirstFest 2012 FirstFest2012.w4nc.org 
FirstFest2012@w4nc.org  336-245-5740

June, 2011

9 Winstosn-Salem Classic Hamfest 2012 Classic2012.w4nc.org 
Classic2012@w4nc.org  336-245-5740

Ultrasonic Baby Cleaning . . .
by Don, WS4NC

is strongly not recommended. I saw a reference on-line 
to someone doing this for cleaning a baby’s hands. 
Really cleans under the fingernails.  Really bad idea, 

Page 8 http://dansdata.blogsome.com/2006/10/13/ultrasonic-baby-cleaning/

even in a small home-sized 
unit.  Young Master Thomas 
in the picture appears to have 
suffered no harm as he is 
much older today and has the 
full use of his hands.  I have 
put my hands in industrial 600 
- 1000 watt ones with no 
apparent harm (your mileage 



may vary) but that isn’t recommended either.  It tingles.  
600 Watts or more will also punch amazing small 
evenly-spaced holes into aluminum foil.  

Now that I have your attention - I’m looking for 10-
gallon or bigger ultrasonic cleaner. Basically big 
enough to put an HF rig into.  Don’t do this at home, 
remember, I’m a professional.  (Your HF rig, your baby 
or your hands.) I doubt any Newsletter readers have 
one, especially that they’d like to sell.  It looks like I’m 
going to have to spring for about $1300 for a new one.  I 
sold a 10-gallon unit at Shelby Hamfest a few years ago 
for $200 - was a really dumb thing to sell.  Total 
immersion of the baby is also a probably really bad idea 
too.  Now I need to see a doctor about the arthritis in my 
right hand.

The following communication has been submitted to 
the Newsletter for publication.  It does not 
necessarily reflect any position of the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club and/or it’s officers.

STATEMENT REGARDING THE 2011 
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
(FARC) ELECTION
As submitted to the FARC Newsletter 
Editor, 14 Sep. 2011

I believe something else is going on -- a type of unintended feedback loop. 
Active members start doing the lion's share of the work. Less active 
members do even less, because the work is getting done. The active 
members eventually notice that they're doing all the work and begin to 
perceive no value -- and also, some injustice -- in soliciting the views of 
others. This is a natural tendency in all organizations. The solution, in my 
mind, lies in being more vigilant about the club's democratic procedures.

The proper role of the FARC officers and directors is to carry out the will of 
the members -- all members collectively, not just the most active or vocal 
ones. Here, as in any other organization, this requires three things:

a. Members should be kept informed of what the officers and directors -- 
who are, after all, the members' servants and agents -- are doing. The 
newsletter, the website, and a weekly club net could all be used effectively 
for this purpose. Out of the last 74 FARC newsletters archived on the 
editor's personal website, only 5 contained the minutes of FARC meetings 
-- and 4 of those were from 2006. Yet a motion to put this information in the 
newsletter was angrily voted down at the last meeting, on grounds that it 
was already being done, was impossible to do, or was too complicated for 
anyone to figure out. It was even claimed that the mere act of proposing it 
was a personal insult to the responsible FARC officer.

b. The most essential decisions of the club should be put to a vote at a 
monthly meeting which is binding upon the officers and directors. Under 
the FARC Bylaws, which I helped draft a year ago, this meeting is the so-
called "stated membership meeting," traditionally held on the second 
Monday of each month. Members may be invited to attend other meetings 
(the so-called "business meetings" or "board meetings"), but a vote by 
non-director members at those meetings is purely advisory and can be 
ignored by the directors if they so choose. The only member votes that 
truly matter under the bylaws are the votes taken at a regular monthly 
membership meeting. Yet almost no business is conducted at those 
meetings.

c. Meetings should be conducted in a fair, civil, and efficient manner. 
Rational adults can do this. The approach is perhaps best summarized by 
Robert's Rules of Order: "A member must confine himself to the question 
before the assembly, and avoid personalities . . . . It is not allowable to 
arraign the motives of a member . . . . It is not the man, but the measure, that 
is the subject of the debate." Every voluntary organization in this country 
incorporates Robert's Rules of Order into its bylaws, and FARC is no 
exception. Yet meetings are conducted without due respect for those rules.

I do not expect to win this election, but if I do, I will serve FARC honorably 
and well, treating the FARC membership the same as my organizational 
clients -- typically, trade associations consisting of competitors who would 
gladly slit each other's throats in the business world but who must unite for 
a common purpose.

FARC members, have faith in your fellow hams! Make FARC an 
organization that is genuinely open to all hams and all of their ideas. If you 
build it, they will come.

UPDATE 09/20/2011:

In a meeting held on 09/19/11, FARC's current officers voted to refuse to 
allow publication of my Candidate's Statement in the monthly newsletter 
prior to elections. The meeting was attended by the four officers and six 
other unnamed members.

The club's newsletter is the only vehicle available to ensure that all 
members are fully informed of the candidates' views. As was 
acknowledged at the most recent membership meeting, many FARC 
members do not have computers or e-mail. In addition, some are 
physically disabled or otherwise unable to attend meetings in person. But 
an FARC officer has explained to me that publishing my statement and one 
of equal length by the other candidate "would take up another 2 pages of a 
newsletter which is already full with other items."

It will be interesting to see just how "full" the newsletter is and how 
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For the first time since at least 2004, 
FARC members are being offered a 
real choice when voting for their 
president this year: two names on 
the ballot, and not just the one 
person selected by the Nominating 
Committee. I am the "other" 
candidate -- the first one nominated 
from the floor, pursuant to the club's bylaws, in at least seven years.

I'm running because I'm an amateur radio operator in Forsyth County and 
I want my local club to be as good, and as respected, as the club I grew up 
with. As a boy, I listened to my father, the first W8LWX, check in to his 
club's weekly 2m net, where decisions were openly discussed between 
meetings. Every active ham in the county belonged to the local club. 
They were all proud of their club, despite some occasional grumbling.

That is not happening here. There are many active hams in Forsyth 
County who are not FARC members. When I ask them why, I always hear 
the same answer. It's because they perceive FARC as being too closely 
controlled by a small group of insiders who are not interested in allowing 
others to influence the club's decisions.

That's the perception. Whether it's the reality or not is irrelevant. The 
choices made by people today, based on their perceptions, will determine 
where FARC finds itself 10 or 15 years from now.

Where does this perception come from? If you're a cynic, you explain it 
by attacking the character of either the FARC stalwarts or their 
detractors. But I know people on both sides of this divide, and they strike 
me as no better or worse than any other group of human beings.

W8LWX, John Steinberger



important those "other items" are. Within the past 12 months, the FARC 
newsletter has carried 5 separate articles on the pressing topic of laminated 
name tags (1,175 words), 29 detailed listings of exactly who checked in to 
the weekly ARES net (1,297 words), 2 full pages of listings of contacts 
made in the NC QSO Party, and 2 full pages listing all the people who were 
members of ARES in 1993. Is an 840-word statement from a candidate for 
FARC president less useful to FARC members than those things?

The newsletter editor stated in March 2011 that, "if necessary, for one-
ounce postages we can go up to 12 pages if need be." Will we be seeing a 
12-page newsletter this month?

It is difficult to imagine anything more important to FARC's membership 
right now than the choice of its next president. Under the bylaws, the 
president appoints the chairmen of all 12 standing committees. Along with 
the officers and the past president, those 12 appointees -- selected, not 
elected -- make up the Board of Directors for the following year. Surely it 
is appropriate, then, for FARC to do its utmost to inform members of the 
positions taken by each candidate for office.

It is no easy thing to stand up for an idea that people don't want to hear. In 
this case, the idea is that FARC's reputation as a closed organization 
hinders its growth and progress. Shooting the messenger and stifling the 
debate only serve to confirm, rather than dispel, that view.

Editor’s Corner
Tunnel Vision, Teamwork, FARC and the good of 
ham radio.  

by Don WS4NC

This is an editorial I wish I didn’t have to write.  It 
doesn’t necessarily represent the opinion of FARC, just 
me.  I have tried to always do the Newsletter in a light 
tone, emphasizing what is good about FARC and not 
just the drab, dull things.  And this editorial isn’t about 
one thing, but many, which is why it rambles some.  
October’s Newsletter is long because parts of it have 
been in preparation for months, including this editorial.  
To be clear I’m not pointing my finger at anyone in 
particular.

There are a lot of varied interest groups in ham radio and 
FARC.  And for some of us those interests can be 
powerfully consuming.  Sometimes so much so that we 
lose sight of other ham activities.  This isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing.  That is part of what having a great hobby 
like ham radio should be.

Just a short listing of what those interests may be 
include:  rag-chewing (VHF or HF), ARES and emcom, 
weather spotting, DXing, contesting, satellite 
communications, CW, QSL collecting, radio collecting, 
key collecting, boat-anchor collecting, QRP, 
homebrewing, antennas, WAS, WAC, DXCC, 
certificate hunting, county hunting, VHF Grid Squares, 
PSK-31, MARS, Newsletter writing (he’s a grumpy but 
otherwise harmless drudge, best left to what he does), 
hurricane help, Red Cross (and other agencies) support, 

SWLing, scanners, state QSO parties, RTTY, moon-
bounce, digital modes by the bit-bucket full,  2-meter 
SSB, 6 meters, and I’m sure to hear about whatever I left 
out so fill in the blank __________.  We want to support 
all of those interests.

I want to highlight how some of these things support 
each other.  Unfortunately it is a long story and covers a 
lot of ground.  At one time we were fortunate enough to 
have our own property, club house and station.  The 
story of how we lost this is not in my personal memory 
but it is fresh in the memory of some older club 
members.  It started with some grumbling in the ranks.  
I’m not here to open old wounds.  Having the current 
station and meeting space at the Red Cross took a lot of 
work from many individuals over a considerable period 
of time.  And keeping it there has sometimes required 
some delicate negotiations and on-going work.  This is 
issue 1 - I’ll come back to this in a minute.

The story behind how the FARC repeaters came to be as 
they are is also a long one.  145.47 is a treasure, as is 
146.64.  But the location of 145.47 is not replaceable.  
For one thing there is such demand for 2-meter repeater 
frequencies that coordination of a wide-area multi-state 
repeater isn’t likely to happen again.  This is issue 2.

In the early 1980s I was part of the group that helped to 
get 145.47 on the air on Sauratown.  Several of us had 
working relationships with Channel 12 at the time.  This 
is issue 3.

In 1985 Mexico City suffered an serious earthquake that 
killed thousands.  Channel 12 of course ran the story.  
Someone remembered that hams handle health and 
welfare messages in times of emergencies.  I don’t 
know exactly how it happened, but channel 12 ran an 
article on the nightly news about FARC and messages 
for Mexico.  This was picked up and re-reported all over 
the country.  The response was overwhelming.  
Together we had un-leased a tiger.

Channel 12 picked up the cost of out-going long 
distance calls and provided an incoming telephone line.  
W4NC became the main conduit for earthquake 
messages into and out of Mexico.  W4NC was manned 
almost continuously from Friday morning, 9/20/1985 
until Tuesday evening, September 24, 1985 handling 
mostly “ARL 12, ARL 7” messages. Over 40 hams 
pitched in.  Four non hams. A lot of WXII staff.   It was a 
great public service and it was great PR for Channel 12, for 
FARC and ham radio. This is issue 4.

Now a few years later, for Issue 5. In the late 1980’s there 
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were serious intermod and interference issues on Sauratown 
Mt.  There were many services on the mountain with leases 
and quite a few “squatters”, commercial and otherwise, 
without leases. Many were technical disasters and were 
causing all kinds of problems.  FARC was not the source but 
one of the many victims.  The then-owners of Sauratown 
decreed that those without formal paid-up leases (emphasis 
on paid) had to remove their equipment or it would be 
removed for them.  Because of the extent of the problem 
hams were included into the “must go” group.  This was a 
management decision.

After being rebuffed several times a group of us were 
“granted an audience” with Channel 12.  We made our 
presentation based upon our long history of public service 
going back to an ice storm in 1933, other events and 
reminded them of the Mexico earthquake, where we worked 
together.  When we left management had declared that 
“FARC was the only legitimate user of Channel 12’s 
property based upon our longevity, our 501c3 status, and 
especially upon our long standing tradition of public 
service.”  We came in as a despised leper and left as a hero.  
Tie all the issues together right here.  It took a lot of different 
people working together as a team to accomplish all these 
tasks.

FARC support in response to the Mexican earthquake is not 
isolated incident.  There are many, many, many similar 
stories.  Hurricanes, Gloria, Floyd and Andrew.  Smaller 
events such as tornadoes, ice storms and the like.  And yes, 
there are more communication resources than ham radio 
today.  But I like to remember Scotty’s remark in a Star Trek 
movie “The more they complicate the plumbing, the easier it 
is to stop up the drain.”  For a variety of reasons ham radio is 
the communications system of last resort - but those we serve 
forget that from time-to-time.

The communications world has changed much since 1985.  
And unfortunately management’s memories are short and 
fuzzy.  Especially when communications facilities are such 
prime real estate these days.  Those who were in 
management at Channel12 have all changed, several times.  
Dale WB9SZL does an “Admiral” job maintaining our 
relationships with our repeater sponsors.  It is a difficult job 
and is part of his duties as technical chairman.  He deserves 
kudos for what he has done.

And finally my main point.  We do not exist in an vacuum.  
There are many interests in this club and we need all of them.  
Had we not had the Red Cross station, an organized and very 
responsive ARES group that included dedicated HF 
operators and a dedicated group that keeps the functions of  
FARC running - then when it came time to appeal for  the 
145.47 repeater we would have been in a much inferior 
position. The very existence of the repeater was in jeopardy. 
There are similar stories regarding the history of how we 
came to be in the Red Cross, how we came to have NCBH as 

the location of the 146.64 repeater and about other resources 
FARC and local hams enjoy.  Tower zoning alone would be a 
full Newsletter.

If you do not like some of the functions that FARC supports, 
well that’s cool.  Not everyone is into everything - there are 
so many opportunities that is a guaranteed impossibility.  We 
tend to deem most important those items we are most active 
in (tunnel vision) - but having a diversity of interests as a 
Club is a healthy thing.  I tried to report on as many FARC 
interests as I could this month.  Some were left out because of 
space.  

Sometimes we are so focused on own particular interests that 
we don’t appreciate those of others.  And sometimes words 
flow.  And feelings are hurt.  Words are cheap, I should know, 
I write thousands of them.  But words can also hurt.  Use 
them with care.  Both on and off the air.  But especially on the 
air.  Any questionable language doesn’t belong on the air, 
most especially during hours when our younger members 
may be listening.    All of us are volunteers and do this out of 
love.  And if you aren’t into a particular aspect that some 
others enjoy, please be tolerant.  We need each other as the 
above example shows; we are more interconnected than the 
surface might appear.   Just because the word “sphincter” 
was in the local news doesn’t mean it and more colorful 
variations of the word should be used on the air.  For hours. In 
the late afternoon.  You know who you are.   Yes there were 
complaints.  No we don’t keep a record of complaints.  But 
this year in particular there were more antics complained 
about than anytime since the early 1970’s.  This repeater is 
listened to over a wide area and even streamed over the 
internet.  Just as a number of good things can come together 
synergistically to form a great thing - like they did for us to 
keep 145.47, so can waves of destruction.

Please consider carefully how our words and actions may be 
perceived by others.  It is important in so many ways.  A 
critic has been described as one who explains how poorly 
someone does what the critic can not do at all.  Criticism is 
welcomed, but actions are welcomed more. Action means 
active participation. We need all our members’ active 
participation in whatever form. For some that may be very 
active involvement and for some that may mean just paying 
dues, which is OK too. There are hundreds of volunteer hours 
to keeping our Club going.  To steal from  a famous president 
“Ask not what your Club can do for you - ask what you can do 
for your Club.” 

Don WS4NC
Newsletter Editor

FARC SPECIAL  Board meeting 
09/06/2011

Discussion Items:
Item:  W8LWX Proposed Resolution for presentation at the 12 Sept FARC meeting:  
Resolution is for good presentation of club business, club officers, committee 
members and contact info, actions of activities or actions taken and other pertinent 
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info that should be communicated to club members via the monthly club newsletter.   

Summary of Discussion:  Much of the information requested is very good and 
beneficial but is mostly done either on the newsletter or the club website.  Many 
committees listed in the By-Laws are not active, only activated when needed, so no 
names are listed.  Overall, no issue with what is requested in the proposed 
resolution, but a definite concern with manpower, resource requirements to achieve 
what is requested.  Normal minimal time requirement to produce newsletter is 10 to 
15 hours per month.  Normal minimal time needed to write up minutes of club 
business meetings are 5 to 10 hours per meeting.  If approved by club members by 
vote at the 12 September club meeting, action would commence in January 2012.

Item:  Proposed amendment by Don, WS4NC on moving the club newsletter to 
electronic format.  

Summary of Discussion:  Proposal of amendment was made due to time and cost of 
printing, stamping and mailing.  Issues are members who do not have internet 
access (approximately 50), however, limited number of newsletter could be printed 
out and distributed at club meetings.  Postal cards of meeting announcements could 
be sent out to those 50 members.  Possible surcharge to members for mailings.  
Need to get member vote on.  

Item:  Business Meeting time and Location

Summary of Discussion:  Different times, locations have been tried in the past, Red 
Cross building before and after second Monday club meeting, outside the Red 
Cross.  Some objection in the past to outside meeting locations due to cigarette 
smoke.  Meetings before or after Monday FARC meetings were partially 
successful.  Current format and location continues to be acceptable due to smoking 
restrictions.  As announced at club meetings, anyone is welcome to attend any 
FARC business meetings.

Item:  Nomination Committee Report 

Summary of Report:  President:  Tim King, Vice President:  Jerry Minor, Secretary:  
Don Edwards, Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann.  Side Note:  John Steinberger has 
indicated by email that he would like to be a candidate for the office of President.

Item:  Programs for upcoming meetings:
Discussion:  Program for October is in the works.  November will be the home brew 
meeting.  December will be the annual dinner meeting at the former Big Shotz, now 
Buena Vista Grill, five points.  

Preparation of this document took appx. 9 man-hours

Respectfully submitted,

Don Edwards, 
Secretary,
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

I am seriously out of space, time and most defiantly energy for this month.  Several 
things ended on the cutting room floor.  Hope to see you at the Hamfest on Saturday 
and the FARC meeting on Monday.                   73, Don WS4NC
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