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December 7, 1941.  Seventy years ago this month.  It is hard to 
imagine today just how complete and total that was.  WWII changed 
many, many things, at a horrible cost.  It led to many fantastic 
technical developments, and delayed others.  Just one of the things 
that changed on that day was that Amateur Radio was shut down.

I recently came into possession of Bill Bain’s  logs.  Back 
then he was W2NRH operating in NJ on 160 and 10 meters.  He had 
been on 10 meters that day.  His log from Dec. 7 is reproduced on the 
back page.  His last contact was W2NFJ.  In his log he wrote “War 
Declared   off the air  12 o’clock midnight, December 7, 1941”  His 
next log entry is W2MBE November 26, 1945.  This is a time to pause 
and reflect on those who sacrificed and served, then and now, so that 
this world enjoys the freedoms we now share.

AROUND FARC
by Don WS4NC

I had planned a big Newsletter this month - it was up to seven pages 
without pictures, probably will reach the 12 page maximum.  But 
work intervened and I just can’t get all that polished and out in the 
remaining time.  So many things will be in January’s Newsletter.

In better news - our favorite Reverend, Ed Needam AX4FC is now 
out of the hospital.  He underwent a triple-bypass on November 29.  
Several of us have stopped by to see him.  Two days after, he was up 
and being paraded around the hallways by a Physical Thearpist. He 
was smiling just like the Ed we always see.

Also on November 28 KB4JO Tom Pugh went into Hospice.  He has 
improved considerably and is fortunate enough to be back home for 
now.  I took John Kippe with me to see Tom and got to listen about 
when all we had were steam-powered alarm systems.

Reflections Of the Past 24 Months as FARC 
President

December marks my 24th and final month as President of the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club.  The past two years has been both fun and a 
challenge and I have to say a big “Thank You” to all club members.  
Club members have made FARC strong over many years and there 
have been recent positive strides to make the club even stronger.  
Attendance at club meetings has increased.  There have been many 
new licenses and upgrades issued over the past 24 months as a result 
of our VEC’s Amateur radio test sessions held prior to club meetings.  
Positive strides here reflects a national trend of growth in ham radio 
where the number of licenses has topped the 700,000 mark for the first 
time.  The club now has a better and consistent location for all of our 
hamfests.  Equipment in the club shack continues to improve.  Efforts 
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are being made to either improve or replace our repeater equipment, 
equipment that is decades old.  Opportunities for members to have 
fun and expand their knowledge of radios and electronics have taken 
place with the many homebrew meetings.  An after action review of 
this year’s Field Day noted many successes but also indicated a need 
to shift efforts to make this event even more fun for both new and 
experienced hams.  I made my first trip to the Dayton Hamfest last 
year and had a great time and the trip this year was even more fun and 
adventuresome.  If you have never attended the Dayton Hamfest, I 
encourage you to try it!  FARC remains strong financially.  We have 
reestablished our legitimacy as a 501(c)3 organization with the IRS 
when our records were lost in an IRS move from one city to another.  
This is a shining example of the strength and organization of FARC in 
maintaining critical financial documents many, many years old and 
also maintaining consistency in a key club position.   Club meetings 
are again available via the internet.  Many thanks to Raymond Taber, 
WX5AAA, for this.  Meetings can be seen at www.w4nclive.com.  
Club participation in providing communications in the Three 
Mountain Madness and Tour de Tanglewood events has remained 
strong and continues to improve.  Leadership and participation by 
club members in ARES continues to be strong.  Improvements are on 
the way to redo the club website, making it more attractive, 
informative and easier to use.  Finally, FARC members have 
responded to challenges to our frequencies, signing letters to elected 
officials opposing HR 607, which proposed among the bands to be 
reallocated for commercial auction within ten years of the passage of 
the Bill, the paired bands 420-440 MHz and 450-470 MHz. 
 
The only major challenge is in maintaining and improving the good 
work that the club does. 
 
We need to pause and reflect on the club silent keys this and last year.  
I am also glad that some club members either have recovered or are 
recovering from significant health issues and wish them and all 
FARC members continued good health.
 
Finally, I hope to see everyone at the annual December Dinner 
Meeting, families invited.  The meeting will be at the Buena Vista 
Grill, formerly Big Shotz Restaurant (formerly Lucky 32) where 
we had the meeting last December.  We will be meeting in the side 
room, the same as last year.  The address is 109 South Stratford Road 
near five points, not very far from exit 3 on Business 40 in Winston-
Salem.  Dinner will be from 5:30 to about 7:00ish.  A meeting will 
follow, presentations made and the new club officers, elected at the 
October meeting, will be introduced and I will turn over the club 
gavel to Tim King, Jr, the new FARC President.   Congratulations to 
the elected officers.
 

Terry Brown, AK4D
President, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

WAR DECLARED!
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