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HAMFEST!  June 7, 2014 
 
Please note that it is one weekend earlier than in the 
past, the FIRST Saturday rather than the second. 

The Winston-Salem Classic Hamfest  
Saturday, June 7, 2014 7AM - Noon, $5 admission 

Come Out and Join us for a great time and find a bargain!  

 Grand Prize! 
New Wouxun U/V Handheld Radio Donated by  

Triad Electronic Supply! 

License Testing will be available at this Hamfest!    
(Pre-register please with WB9SZL) 

Summit School Dining Hall 

2100 Reynolda Road, Winston-Salem 

• Free Tailgating 

• Premium Indoor Space 

• Move-in Seller Assistance 

Dealers attending the Classic Hamfest include: 

• Triad Electronics - New and Used ham 
equipment/accessories/parts 

• DWE Engineering - tubes, parts, custom design 

Tailgating will be located right outside in upper Parking 
Area. 

A $5 Ticket Hamfest Admission will be charged at the 
entrance gate. 

 
FREE tailgating - FREE COFFEE AND DONUTS Inside! 
(As Available) Limited Table Space Inside available on a  

 

reservation basis only!Come on out and enjoy a good 
time and find yourself a bargain! 

Questions? - Call -336-245-5740 
email: hamfest(@)w4nc.com to reserve indoor tables 

while they last! 
 

For dealer and fleamarket info send email to: 
hamfest(@)w4nc.com 

Reserve yours today (Be early... last year we sold out!)  

 
Talk-In 146.64 (100 Hz) - alternate 145.47, (100 Hz) 

Mapquest directions to Summit School 

FCC Exams in May 
By Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL 

VEC Session Manager 
 
Allow me to offer all of you hearty congratulations on 
your New Amateur licenses and Amateur License 
Upgrades: 
 

JAMES K WILKINS K4KWC 
ALFRED L WILLIAMS, JR KM4BOK 
EDWARD L LEGGETTE KM4BOL 
JEFF LANSING  KM4BON  

 
I look forward to chatting with you on the air.  Exam 
information on Page 6. 
 

Name Badges 

by Don, WS4NC 
Finally!  I’m going to have the last batch available at the 
next FARC meeting.  If I missed you, don’t be shy 
(really? A shy ham?) let me know.  I’m sure someone 
got missed.  The next batch will go out before the end of 
June and will be for those who aren’t FARC members – 
but they will receive an invitation. 
 

Arduino – group order. 
by Don, WS4NC 

A massive order has been placed with Banggood (funny 
name).  They emailed me saying it was too heavy for 
one box so they are shipping it in two.  If you didn’t get in 
on the original order you can still participate in the class.  
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If so, you are just responsible for securing your own 
Arduino goodies and if your doo-hickie doesn’t work like 
all the others you have to deal with that.  But we’ll help.  
Kudos goes to Bob NC4RG for putting the presentation 
together.  Dates are not yet determined.  We may 
schedule both Saturday and weekday nights so all can 
participate.  There are 13 people who ordered parts. 
 
John Huffman – W4IRE 

by Jerry, K4GW 
 
We received a note from Francis Huffman that John is in 
assisted living.  We are keeping John in our thoughts 
and prayers.  When I was a kid I used to come to the 
WSRC (Former name of FARC Club) with Paul 
Sturdivant K4FYY. I remember John Huffman W4IRE as 
a brilliant man who worked at Western Electric and 
helped to keep all of the radio equipment running at the 
club. I always envied that call W4IRE and another one 
owned by another FARC member (now passed on) Val 
Valentine K4JO. 
 
Funny how those memories pop back up when you hear 
a name. Paul Sturdivant K4FYY is still doing well but his 
wife has cancer really bad. I have been trying to get him 
to come back to one of our meetings. Wouldn't that be 
ironic, me taking him to a club meeting! [Make it so! – 
WS4NC] 
 
More from WS4NC:  I first met John and Francis when I 
was a teenager, ca 1967.  He had one of those rare 
gizmos, a frequency counter; a necessary tool to zero 
your two-meter crystals, and he was generous with its 
use.  I last saw John at Dick Genaille’s funeral.  John 
was moving slowly then, but still moving, and as always 
a pleasure.  I always found him to be the essential 
southern gentleman, reserved but free with praise when 
deserved, seldom critical, very professional and always 
a pleasure to be around.   
 

AK4D – Grand-Harmonic 
 
Terry Brown, AK4D (Always Kiss 4 Damsels?) has a 
new granddaughter!!!! Luella Mae Adkins, 7 lbs 8 ozs, 
born by emergency C section 2140 central time 22 May 
2014 at Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville. Everyone is 
doing well.  Congratulations! 
 

The View from Dayton 
by Don, WS4NC 

 
D8N.  The source of all ham radio weirdness.  Ham radio 
Ground Zero.  THE Hamfest.  Three days – you can’t 
see it all.  Even if you concentrate on just the dealer area 
or just the fleamarket area – you CAN’T see it all!  And if 
your sleep-debt comes due on Friday, after going with 
too little sleep for over a week – (WS4NC) you see even 
less.   
 

A group of us (almost) always goes up.  This year we 
had: Henry, W2DZO; Don, WS4NC; Melissa, W4RXG 

(yeah! – last time was 2006?); Kip, N0KTY; David, 
N5WMB; and newbies Bob, NC4RG and Andrew, 
NC4AG.  Some FARC guys go up with Bill Lundy’s bus 
group from Greensboro (a great deal).  However you get 
there – if you are a ham radio geek, eventually you must 
get there.  Whatever you are looking for, you are most 
likely to find it at D8N.  Old stuff, broadcast stuff, new 
stuff, really weird stuff. It is all there. 
 
How about really beautiful 1930’s radios?  This is a 
Fried-Eiseman (below-left).  They are fairly rare and this 
one is a beauty. What looks like specs on the front panel 
is actually the pavement reflected in the mirror-like finish 
on the bakelite; look carefully and you can see the 
photographer’s legs.  The HRO NC-100A on the right in 
the brown cabinet is a rarity.  The only brown one 
anyone knows about and it is original wrinkle-finish. 

 
 
A REAL RTTY 
machine.  This is 
the Model 28, 
quiet and very 
reliable.  It had a 
reputation for 
being so reliable 
that it almost 
bankrupted Telex.  
Why is that?  
Well, most of their 
money was made 
on service.  The 
old Model 15s 
and 19s took a lot 
of maintenance.  
The story that I 
heard is that the 
following model, 
the ASR-33 was 
designed to 

require enough maintenance so that a service contract 
was required.  If you ever dealt with the ASR-33 you 
know what a maintenance headache they were. 
 

Or how about really new 
unaffordable stuff like this 
beautiful Ft-Gazillion (aka 
FTdx-9000D) transceiver 
from Yaesu?  List price for 
a base 9000D is $11,200 
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but street price is around $8800. They have a more 
expensive model, the FTdx-9000MP.  After that, paying 
$500 (~$379/street) for the matching speaker sounds 
cheap.  And then there is that beautiful mic (again, bring 
big money).  The big monitor and mic make the rig look 
small – but small isn’t in its vocabulary. 
 
If the Yaesu isn’t rich 
enough for you then there 
is the Hilberling GmbH 
PT-8000A, shown in 
Claret Violet, which starts 
at the same list price as a 
VW, 13,290 euros (about 
US$18,650).  It is also 
available in Anthracite 
Gray, Brilliant blue, 
Bronze green and Tele 
grey1.  I didn’t check the 
street price.  And, of 
course, you’ll want some 
options. 

 
There is also the Sienna, a 
semi-kit (the surface-mount 
parts are installed) that has 
been in QST for several 
years.  They are nice rigs 
and you can say “I built it!” 
because there is a 

considerable amount 
of soldering and 
assembly.  They have 
recently released a 
new accessory, 
shown at the right.  
They really are 
beautiful radios and 
I’ve talked to several 
owners and these owners are very happy with their 
radios. 
 
Absolutely nothing says “Bling!” to a ham’s heart like a 
table full of beautiful Vibroplexes.  Vibroplex has a new 
ARRL version out only for this year.  I’m going to sell 
some of my key collection to make one of those mine! 
They come with your call engraved in the base. Only 
available in 2014. 

 

 
Or how about just good deals 
on parts?  If you are into parts 
there are lots there, both new 
and surplus.  And if you are in 
need of some weird items, like 
say, a pacemaker, new-in-the-
box, there was a stack 
available.  Install it yourself 
and save thousands.  I 
recommend that you start with 
a do-it-yourself lobotomy kit 
(AKA a bottle of Tequilla – 
which is also good for sterilizing). 
 

How about the Tesla 
gun from Hell?  Really!  
It was there. Someone 
dropped their arm on 
the business end while I 
was taking the picture.  
Good thing it hadn’t 
been powered up. 
 

Don’t think it was all expensive stuff.  Really good deals?  
They are there.  Like any fleamarket you should ask.  I 
saw an Icom IC-whatever handheld shortwave receiver 
from DC to 3 GHz.  I saw it, no price, didn’t ask – new 
they are in the $600+ range.  Dave N5WNB did, I won’t 
say how much (or rather how little, how very-little) but it 
was a steal.  Now I’m jealous. 
 
There were lots of good deals.  I didn’t buy much, some 
inductance secondary lab standards for the shop, I 
asked the price of one, there were about 15 there, seller 
said $20 for them all.  SWOOP – out comes the wallet.  
On ePay they go for $25(rarely) to $300+ each! 
 
The trip to Dayton isn’t really a budget buster.  If you go 
on the bus (or with our group if we have space – we 
have to have multiples of 6) it is plus/minus $200 for 
getting you there, a place to stay, an admission ticket, 
and (with FARC) part of a fleamarket space.  It has to be 
paid several months in advance, so knowing the trip is 
paid-for by the time it comes makes it seem really even 
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more affordable. Basically everything but food.  And 
speaking of food our trip to Dayton is not complete 
without at least one trip to Dublin Pub – best food EVER! 

 
John Kippe voluntarily gives up N0KTY  

by Don, WS4NC 
 
OK – it sounds bad, but it isn’t.  John applied for (and 
assignment is pending) K1PPE.  He wanted to get K1PP 
but he couldn’t do that for two reasons, 1) That would 
make him one dit shy of a “Kippe” (sorry John, couldn’t 
resist), and 2) That call was already taken.  I am very 
grateful, because he was always so insistent on having 
the slash put over the zero, which wasn’t usually 
available in many fonts (font above is Consolas, just for 
the zero), and sometimes I had to do it by hand, a real 
pain.  This now makes me happy!   

 
 

April, 2014   
Minutes FARC Meeting 
14 April 2014 

By Terry Brown (AK4D), 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 

 
1.  Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by 
President Jerry Minor, K4GW, at 1944 hours with 
approximately 35 members attending. 
 
2.  Welcome and Broadcast on W4NC Live:  Jerry 
Minor started the meeting welcoming all attendees.  
Raymond Taber broadcasted the meeting via W4NC-
Live.     
 
3.  Treasurer Report:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO, 
reported the club balance to be$2021.59. 
 
4.  VEC Testing:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, had fourteen 
candidates taking tests with five VE's assisting.  Twelve 
of the successful candidates along with callsign and 
license grade are listed below.  Credit was given to Mike 
Atkins, N4VE, for holding sessions to help candidates 
prepare. 
   

MAXWELL C. MESSINGER--KM4AFT—Technician 
CHARLES W. COLLINS--KK4ZHL-General 
JASON R. SMEDBERG--KI4HHW-General 
JEFFREY W. FULCHER--KM4AFU-Technician 
DARYL R. KNIGHT--KK4ZCO-General 
JOHN S. WILLARD--KM4AFV-Technician 
CARL R. LOGAN--KM4AFW-Technician 
JOANNA L. FULCHER--KM4AFX-Technician 
JOHN S. HANLEYJR--KM4AFY-Technician 
MICHELLE L. MCCLURE--KM4AFZ-T 
BRADLEY M. PARKS--KM4AGA-General 
MICHAEL S. BOWLES--KM4AGB-Technician 

 
5.  Repeater Status:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported 
that all repeaters were up and commented on the 

crackling on the145.47 repeater due to the tower 
shaking and issues with the phasing harness.  Dale 
reported progress on getting Echolink working on the 
146.64 repeater.   
6.  ARES Report:  Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT, reported 
that the Three Mountain Madness event had been 
permanently cancelled.  He stated that a Multiple 
Sclerosis 56 mile cycle event would be held on 3 May, 
possibly requiring amateur radio assistance.  If 
interested, Mike Mansfield, the Rockingham EOC should 
be contacted. 
7. Presentations:   
 a.  Karl Bowman, W4CHX, ARRL NC Section 
Manager: FARC Vice-President Jim Atkins, W4UX, 
introduced Karl Bowman.  Slide content from Mr. 
Bowman’s powerpoint presentation follow: 
 
Slide 1--NC Section Statistics - December 2013 

19,368 licensed Hams in NC: 
 

     Novice         304     2% 
     Technician   8,680    45% 
     General      4,778    25% 
     Advanced     1,580     8% 
     Extra        4.026    20% 
 

4,201 ARRL Members --22% 

 
NC Section is 7th largest of ARRL's 71 Sections 148 
Field appointments 600 plus ARES members (>565 with 
ICS credentials) 69 ARRL affiliated clubs 18 annual 
ARRL sanctioned Hamfests/Conferences 5 section 
traffic nets daily 
 
Slide 2--ARRL NC Section Officers 
 

Asst NC Section Managers: Bill Morine, N2COP 
                                          Tim Slay, N4IB 
Affiliated Club Coordinator:   Michael J. Lewis, WA4KE 
Official Bulletin Station:    Susan L. Jones, WA4AKB 
Official Observer Coordinator:   Enrico G. La Monica, W4ZRA 
Public Information Coordinator:  Woody Woodward, K3VSA 
Section Emergency Coordinator: Tom Brown, N4TAB 
Section Traffic Manager:     David Roy, W4DNA 
State Government Liaison:     Chuck de Court, W3WZN 
Technical Coordinator:        Wade D. (Danny) Hampton, K4ITL 
NC Section Manager:          Karl Bowman, W4CHX 

 
Slide 3--18 ARRL sanctioned hamfests/conferences 
 

  Benson      Morganton    Cary           Pfafftown 
  Charlotte   Raleigh      Dobson         Reidsville 
  Durham      Salisbury    Fayetteville   Shelby 
  Kinston     Waynesville  Maysville      Winston-Salem (3) 

 
Slide 4--Budget for the NC Section 
 

• Reimbursement expenses: 
o Travel, Lodging 
o Office supplies, postage, telephone 
o Plaques and ARRL supplies 
o Other, eg, Maker Faire, NC 

• No section official receives salary or compensation              

 
Slide 5--DIY and Maker Faire  
  Highlights (June, 2013, Raleigh) 

o 5,000 attendees 
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o 200 people stopped at Ham Radio booth 

o 80 people wanted more information 

o  
Slide 6--Youth 

Derek Brown, W4DTB of Chapel Hill was 2011 Hiram Percy Maxim 
Award Winner 
 
Garner Fleming, KK4CLY,   189 countries confirmed - as a 
TECHNICIAN! 
 
Christopher Tate, KJ4UBL  youngest PIO in US and ARRL National 
PRC member 
 
Margaret McGuire, KJ4RGQ  Downeast Hostpital NCS 
 
14 BSA Council JOTA sponsored stations in 2012 Powell  lementary 
in Raleigh has Ham Club McNair Elementary in Browns Summit has 
ARISS event 

 
Slide 7--Major NC Section Issues 

 
State antenna laws and revision of municipal ordinances: 
Cleveland County, Raleigh, Wilmington and Charlotte 
 
Continuing threat that call/text vehicle laws will impact ham radio 
 
Incorporated non-profit clubs which haven't filed annual reports 
 
45% of NC operators are Technician Class 
 
Migration path 

Youth 
Elmers (mentors) 

 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, GET OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY AND 
LET THE PUBLIC KNOW THAT WE ARE A TAX FREE 
RESOURCE!! 
 

Slide 8--www.ncarrl.org 
NC Section website: 

New design 
Friendly for visually impaired and smart mobile phones 
Photos and history of NC Section 
Follow the NC Section on: 
Facebook under NCARRL 
Twitter under ARRLNCSM 

 
Slide 9--Thanks!   Any questions? 
The assistance of Bill Morine, N2COP, Tim Slay, N4IB 
and the Section Officers is appreciated greatly. 
 

Karl Bowman W4CHX 
ARRL NC Section Manager 

5509 Shiner Farm Lane 
Raleigh, NC  27614-6301 

(919) 669-6068 (cell) 
w4chx@arrl.org 

 
b.  Don Wilhelm:  
 
 Jim Atkins introduced Don Wilhelm, W3FPR, first 
licensed at age 15 who talked about  three primary 
topics:  QRP, antennas and feedlines.  Don’s talk was 
excellent and produced understanding of many complex 
topics.  He also passed around many QRP rigs.  
 
8. Adjournment:   Jerry Minor adjourned the meeting at 
2142 hours after initial motion to do so with second. 
 

9. Attendance Sheet: Meeting attendance sheet is 
below [Calls Heard].  Not all signed. 
 

Calls Heard 
 
Those who signed the register at the April FARC 
meeting: 
 

Terry Brown AK4D 
Jeff Stafford AC4YN 
Jim Atkins W4UX 
Don Wilheim W3FPR 
Judson Davis KD4OHQ 
Fred Overstreet WB4QXG 
Walter Baliff WB4QCM 
David McDonald N5WNB 
Gary Miller WA4VMC 
Steve Patterson WA3RTC 
Bill Starkey N4WWS 
Les Jongberg KJ4JVZ 
“Doc” Holiday WB4QIZ 
David Shoaf KC4X 
Harold Richardson N4HER 
Gene Bowman WB4MSG 
Raymond Taber WX5AAA 
Woody Kinney KF4PLQ 
Neal Pruitt WD4LSS 
Geoff Rudy KK4MOV 
Tyler Eller KJ4ENN 
Daryl Knight KK4 
Steven Mierisch KG4JWU 
Dale Mierisch WB4SZL 
Dan O’Leary KG4ECI 

 
In the early years, back when spark ruled the air, just being heard by 
anyone was an accomplishment.  QST ran a column where one could 
report “Calls Heard” even if the station wasn’t worked.  Technology 
eventually made the column obsolete, but I liked the concept so I stole 
the title.  And, yes, I realize that this should be properly called “Calls 
Seen”.  DE, WS4NC 

 
 

Minutes Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Business Meeting—21 April 2014 
 

By Terry Brown (AK4D) 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 

 
1.  Call to Order:  Meeting at Elizabeth’s Pizza-2824 
University Parkway was called to order by Club 
Treasurer Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO, at 1935 hours 
with eight members attending:  Terry Brown-AK4D, 
Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Jim Atkins-W4UX, Don 
Edwards-WS4NC, Bob Gusek-NC4RC, John Kippee-
N0KTY, Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ, Andrew Gusek-NC4AG.  
President Jerry Minor could not attend due to illness.  
Note that attendees met at the Red Cross prior to this 
meeting to do a visual inspection of work to be done. 
 
2.  Treasurer Report:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO, 
reported the club balance to be $2200.51. 
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3. Meeting Topics and Discussion of Work to be 
Done at the Red Cross:   
 a. Future Meeting Topics:  Jim Atkins, W4UX, 
stated that the main topic of the May meeting would be 
on digital communications, PSK31.  Presentation would 
be by Harold Richardson-N4HER and Doc Holliday—
WB4QIZ.  June meeting would be focusing on Field Day.  
An auction of surplus club assets would be held at the 
July meeting.   

b. Coax Check:  A discussion was held on 
checking existing coax line at the Red Cross for 
damages and other issues and putting in additional coax 
lines.  Also, each coax line will be “toned” and labeled at 
each end for identification purposes. 

 
c. Tower Repair:  Don Edwards and Bob Gusek 

discussed reinforcing the three tower legs at the bottom 
with a ~~28 inch length of pipe on each leg, with each 
pipe held to a tower leg with two sets of metal plates with 
two plates per set, one two plate set near the top of the 
new pipe and the other two metal plate set near the 
bottom of the pipe.  Each of the 12 plates will have three 
bolts on each side, total of 36 bolts firmly holding the 
plates to the new pipe and tower legs.  A critical item 
would be in the installation of the plates making sure that 
the pressure that the plates would be firm but not crush 
or deform the existing tower legs. Don is getting some of 
the materials.  Bob will fabricate the plates with holes for 
the bolts.  The plan is for all of this to get done by this 
coming Friday.  Tower work and replacing coax lines is 
still scheduled for Saturday morning.  
 
4. Adjournment:   Henry Heidtmann adjourned the 
meeting at 2030 hours after initial motion to do so with 
second. 
 
Post meeting information 
 
1. Photo of tower repair work:  [This 

is going to be redone somewhat in 

the near future, this was temporary 

reinforcement to be certain that 

climbing was safe – WS4NC] 

 
2.  Approximately 130 letters to 
former club members have been 
mailed out with each letter containing info on club 
assets, benefits and why they should be a FARC 
member, that person’s callsign badge and the latest info 
and requirements for entering the FARC scholarship,  
 
3.  New Business Meeting Location:  A proposal has 
been made to have business meetings at Oscars Grill, 
3348 Robinhood Rd.  Below are photos of the two 
potential meeting rooms.  My note:  Looks like a great 
location with plenty of privacy as both rooms are 
enclosed from normal business section. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
[We have now had one business meeting at Oscar’s 
Grill and it is unanimous – we have found a new 
business-meeting home!  We overflowed the 
smaller room – but we are told the bigger room is 
now ours on third Mondays.  The food is very good, 
prices are reasonable and we have quiet!  Don, 
WS4NC] 
 

December Meeting 
Just to warn you early – we are holding the December meeting 
at the same location (River Ridge Tap House in Clemmons on 
421) as last year but it will be on the FIRST Monday; second 
and third Mondays were already reserved.  The main club 
meeting is still the second Monday of the month (except 
December) at the Red Cross building on Coliseum Drive. 

 

FCC Exams 
Exams are offered before the FARC meetings and this year at 
the Hamfest on June 7.  Pre-registration is strongly suggested 
at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  We try to accommodate walk-
ins if we can.  Bring your original license, two forms of ID,  
$12.00, and you need to provide a copy of your license and 
successful completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).  Please try to 
have those copies with you upon arrival.  Exams at the June 
Hamfest start promptly at 9:30 in the little room off the 
cafeteria hallway.  Exams at the general club meeting on 
second Mondays start at 6:15 PM in room 109 at the Red 
Cross building. 


