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March Program 
 
Monday, 9 March:  Brandon Dunston, Raleigh National 
Weather Service will do a SKYWARN training 
class/presentation.  This is usually a heavily attended 
program; arrive early for a good seat.  Program will start 
at 7:30 SHARP! 
 

The Demise of a Once Great 
Supply House  

by Tim King, AG4RZ 
 

Radio Shack filed for bankruptcy.  While I am sad, I can't 
say I never saw it coming.  What was once the domain 
of the geek, Ham, techie, hobbyist, "TV repairman" type, 
in recent years has turned into a cell phone/TV/who 
knows what else, junk store. 
 
I can remember going 
into Radio Shack to 
get parts for my latest 
project, and 
discussing it with a 
knowledgeable guy 
behind the counter.  I 
remember being able 
to purchase ham 
radio gear there.    I remember buying kits there to build 
my first multi-meter, my first radio, all kinds of fun 
stuff.  Forrest Mims books lined shelves, promising 
circuits anyone could build, 1000 uses for the 555, and a 
deeper understanding of the 741.  It was a store in which 
I felt comfortable, looking through all the parts and 
pieces, project boxes, modules, capacitors and resistors 
and inductors, knowing the magic these parts held 
inside. 
 
I learned so much by having this resource available.  My 
first lesson in economics happened at the Radio Shack 
counter in Mayberry Mall when I was 6 or 7 years old.  I 
had saved change and birthday money and was 
determined to buy a Crystal radio kit I had seen in the 
catalog delivered to our house on a regular basis.  I 
remember going in the store with a purposeful stride, my 
Dad beside me, and walking right to the kit section, my 
eyes wide with amazement at the offerings.  I picked up  

 
 
the kit, noting the price tag said $4.99, and smiled 
because I had exactly $4.99 in my leather wallet (one my 
Dad had made me, ironically enough, with tools and 
leather purchased from Tandy leather).  Going to the 
counter, I could already hear the distant stations I knew 
this radio would receive, and I couldn't wait until this kit 
was mine.  I put it on the counter, and the gentleman 
behind rang it up, while making small talk with my Dad.    
 
I had my wallet out, carefully putting my single 1 dollar 
bill on the counter along with piles of change sorted by 
denomination.  $4.99.  Four dollars and ninety nine 
cents, a fortune for a kid my age, and it was about to be 
traded for a radio kit!!  I 
was bursting with 
excitement...until the 
counter guy 
announced, "That will 
be Five dollars and 23 
cents."  WHAT?!?!  But 
the tag says $4.99.  I 
even pointed it out to 
him, in case he missed it! (It should be noted, up until 
that point, all my purchases had been at gumball 
machines, where they were clearly and properly marked 
with the exact cost of the item you were buying.)  I asked 
the guy, through clenched teeth, if he was sure that was 
right, and he said, "Yes. The total with tax comes to 
$5.23." What the heck was TAX?  I didn't want tax, I 
wanted a radio!  Dad and the salesman attempted to 
explain "tax" to me, and personally, I thought it was a 
crock. (Still do, but that's another story)  Heart broken, 
knowing the radio was almost mine, I picked it up and 
started back to the shelf to return it to it's (un)rightful 
place.  Then, a miracle happened!  Dad produced a 
quarter from his pocket, and the kit was MINE!!!!   
 
Yes, Radio Shack was not "just" an electronics parts 
store in its heyday, it was a teacher.  I hated math, but I 
loved electronic wizardry.  Dad took advantage of that 
and used Radio Shack to "force" me to learn math; you 
see, you can't build electronic goodies without knowing a 
bit of math.   
 
I have many fond memories of the "real" Radio Shack 
stores, and the great things within, and that's why it I 
was sad when I saw the store's focus change to 
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consumer electronics in the 90's.  I hated walking in and 
having to get past the fluff in the front of the store to get 
to the real meat, the parts and goodies that had been 
cast aside, to a small corner in the back.  I despised 
having a sales person try to force a cell phone or TV 
down my throat when all I needed was a couple of 
LM317's and a couple of 386's for a headphone 
amplifier.  I was disgusted to have to explain to the 
salesperson exactly what a 555 was, when it was 
obvious they were more concerned with what was going 
to happen on the next episode of Sponge Bob.  The final 
blow, though, was when I needed a pack of reed 
switches, and the guy behind the counter said Reid 
wasn't on the schedule until Saturday, and he wasn't 
sure what kind of switches Reid had.  I shook my head 
and walked out, sad that a once great institution had 
been broken by a society of buyers.   
 
Oh sure, they tried to make a comeback, but it was too 
little, too late.  They brought microcontrollers into the 
stores; started getting some kits back in, but by that 
time, all the electronics hobbyists I know had found other 
sources to acquire our much needed parts.  Besides. . . 
we didn't have the desire to walk through the doors, into 
a shell of a once great store, and push past the clueless 
masses looking for a remote for their TV, and a battery 
for their whiz bang cell phone, only to find the part that 
we needed was a "mail order only" item.  No longer 
could we spend a Saturday afternoon in our shops, 
building the next great gadget, knowing we could run to 
RS for that one final part, instead we had to buy in bulk 
from mail order houses, so we never again would face 
the sham that "Radio" Shack had become.   
 
In many ways, I owe my career to the once great Radio 
Shack, sparking a lifelong interest in electronics so many 
years ago.  I owe much of what remains of my sanity as 
well, since "fiddling in the workshop" has helped me stay 
level on many occasions.  Thank goodness for the "real" 
Radio Shack, and may it rest in peace 
 

 
 

“A nuclear device has been 
dropped on the Waughtown area 
. . .” 
 

Hams Hold ‘Emergency’ Radio Drill 
by Bill East 

Twin-City Sentinel 
October 16, 1954 

 
Roscoe Siceloff flipped a button on the transmitter of 
amateur radio station W4NC at 8:22 a.m. today and 
calmly announced: 
 
“A nuclear device has been dropped in the Waughtown 
area.” 
 

With those words, he set in motion the most extensive 
emergency radio drill ever conducted in Winston-Salem. 
Eighteen automobiles equipped with two-way radios 
were awaiting his signal.  They were parked in front of 
Reynolds Auditorium. 
 
His voice continued: 
 
“The Waughtown area has been devastated and 
flattened.  Everything south and east of Salem Creek 
has been destroyed.  All telephone and other 
communications are out.” 

 

Figure 1.  The original copy of the Sentinel.  The 
picture and its caption are reproduced in the second 
photo. 
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SPECIFIC “TARGETS” which were destroyed were 
identified as the Lexington Road and Waughtown plants 
of Western Electric Company, McLean Trucking 
Company, the waterworks and the Thomas B. Smothers 
Army Reserve Armory on Stadium Drive. 
 
A few moments after he had finished giving the “picture” 
to the members of the Winston-Salem and Forsyth 
County Emergency Corps, Mr. Siceloff began calling the 
roll. 
 
“This is W4REO checking in,” Ralph Williams said.  Ross 
Sigmon, who had taken over the operation of W4NC, 
acknowledged his call.  And station after station 
“checked in.” 

 

Figure 2.  Sentinel caption: “Headquarters for 
today’s “bomb emergency” drill was a busy place.  
Left to right are Bill Bain, who kept up with mobile 
radio operators n a chart, Ross Sigmon and Roscoe 
Siceloff, net control operators.  The headquarters 
was at the radio club on Bellview Street.”  We have 
the original 8X10 "glossy" print. This is one of only a 
few photos that we have of the interior of the original 
station. Notice the license hanging above Roscoe 
Siceloff's head, see the next photo. 

 
The amateurs were reminded to precede each of their 
emergency drill messages with the statement “This is a 
simulated emergency message,” to prevent any panic 
from someone who might tune in accidentally. 
 
After the roll call was completed, the main part of the drill 
began.  W4NC, a “fixed” station located in the Winston-
Salem Amateur Radio Club building at 711 Bellview 
Street, became “net control.” 
 
EACH OF THE amateurs was given an assignment.  
One went to the Red Cross headquarters on West 
Fourth Street.  Another was given the job of patrolling 
the Winston-Salem water pipeline to the Yadkin River 
near Clemmons. 
 

Other went to City Hospital, Baptist Hospital and Kate 
Bitting Reynolds Memorial Hospital, Fire Department, 
the Winston-Salem Rescue Squad, the Salvation Army, 
to first aid stations “established” at Griffith School, Glenn 
High, Wallburg School and Kernersville. 
 
Three amateurs and their radio-equipped cars were set 
up as a “roving traffic patrols” on Konnoak Drive, South 
Broad Street and at Parkview (Five Points) because of 
the vital relationship of these points to the “destroyed” 
area.   
 
At the radio club, Amos Clark, operator of mobile station 
W4ROE, stood by with an emergency power unit. 
 
Bill Bain, operator of W4LRG, kept a running account on 
a chart of where each car was located.  Mr. Sigmon and 
Mr. Siceloff handled the net control operator’s duties. 
 
At 9:02 a.m., Russ Hamilton reported by radio from Red 
Cross headquarters:  “Red Cross requires 150 workers 
to aid in distribution of clothing and food at Winston-
Salem Teachers College.” 
 
A moment later, a mobile unit manned by Al Salerno 
reported from City Hospital: 
 
“For Kernersville First Aid Station – Can accept 10 
patients from your station . . . .to St. Leo’s Hospital in 
Greensboro-Require service of Dr. Jones for emergency 
brain operation.” 
 
As each of the mobile units arrived at their “stations,” 
they immediately sent in their messages.  The operation 
was tape-recorded by Don Swanagan for critique later. 
 
Beaches[sic] Leonard was a “roving operator,” 
transporting observers including Ray Brokaw, who was 
filming the operation for presentation on on WSJS-
Television’s “Hourglass” at 4:30 p.m. Sunday. 
 
Mr. Siceloff said, “I am proud of the showing that the 
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County amateurs were 
making.  The turnout has been gratifying.” 
 

From the Wayback Machine . . . 
By Don WS4NC 

 
The above article has just recently surfaced from a box 
of papers sold at Beacham Leonard’s estate.  The 
papers were graciously returned by Don Utt KK4GAE.  
There are number of W4NC items and also Beacham’s 
original military records and employment offer from 
WSJS-TV.  FARC doesn’t have many papers from early 
days due to a fire that happened at the original station 
house.  The property was sold some years ago, but the 
original ham shack is still standing. 
 
I copied the article word-for-word, including style and 
misspellings – The Sentinel seemed to have trouble 
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getting Beacham’s name spelled correctly in several of 
the articles.  There are many more articles, plus through 
the courtesy of Wayne Ashworth, W4HG, I have some 
other photos and documents from the early days.  All of 
those will be published over the next few months.   
 
It is a shame that we have so few documents from the 
early days.  Henry Heidtmann, III, W2DZO, some years 
ago did some serious digging, as well as interviewing 
some of the original members and wrote a history, which 
is on the W4NC website.   
 
Looking through the microscope at the original photo I 
was just able to make the letters on the license on the 
wall.  It doesn’t reproduce as well below – I was able to 
vary the magnification, the light and focus to make out 
the letters, all reproduced below. 
 

W4NC

Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

CLARENCE MOWERY, W4ISH, TRUSTEE

6-25-52

711 Bellview Street  

Figure 3.  The license on the wall in the Sentinel photo 
from 1954.  See Figure 2 above Roscoe’s head. 

Before I leave the 1950’s at the top-right is a photo of 
Beacham Leonard W4RXG by a then 15-year old ham named 
Wayne Ashworth, now W4HG. 

 
 

 

 

Figure 4.  Beacham Leonard, W4RXG (Melissa's dad, she 
now has W4RXG), standing beside the mobile rig of Fred 
Hallack, W6FNB, who I believe was a field engineer for 
Western Electric at the time. Photo courtesy of W4HG, 
who was then 15-years old with a Brownie camera. 

 
 
Upcoming Programs 

By Jim W4UX 

 
 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club already has some 
programs lined up for 2015… 
 
Monday, 9 March:  Brandon Dunston, Raleigh National 
Weather Service will do a SKYWARN training 
class/presentation.  This is usually a heavily attended, 
arrive early for a good seat. 
 
Monday, 13 April:  A presentation on Digital Mobile 
Radio (DMR) is scheduled  I hope to see everyone at the 
meetings, normally starting at 7:30, Red Cross Building, 
690 Coliseum Drive, Winston-Salem.  Be sure to keep in 
touch with our website as meeting times or programs 
may be altered:  http://www.w4nc.com 
 
Don't forget to put the Saturday, 13 June Classic 
Hamfest on your calendar!! 

 
 



March, 2015 FARC Newsletter        Page 5 of 14 

WB4MSG shoots the moon! 
By Don WS4NC 

Well, no, not that kind of moon shot.  Not that kind, 
either.  Gene went out on the night of February 6, 2015 
and noticed that there was a ring around the moon.  He 
was able to take the night shot and include his quad 
perfectly within the ring.  The ring is caused by ice 
crystals high in the atmosphere.  The exposure was 3 
seconds and the camera was hand held.  Great job, 
especially for a night hand-held 3-second exposure.  
This is one for the wall! 
 

 

FARC 85th Birthday 12/30/2015 
By Don WS4NC 

On December 30, 2014 FARC celebrated 84 years.  
Much has changed, including the name of the club, a 
minor splinter into two clubs, one HF and one VHF, and 
a recombination back into one.  The two club idea was a 
little silly, since many people were members of both.  
FCARES, the VHF group, was highly attended in it’s 
early days.  We have changed our name from the 
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club to Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club.  How about some ideas for some kind of 
celebration?  One year we held a “reunion” on one of the 
repeaters.  Any ideas for a way to celebrate? 
 

 
Society of Wireless Pioneers 

By Don WS4NC 
I recently became aware of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, an organization that sadly has passed into 
time.  The California Historical Radio Society merged 
with them prior to the end and preserved all their 
Journals and they are available on CHRS website.  I’ve 
been reading them at night before bed.  There are some 
really great stories in them.  One of the members, Ace  
 

Winter, W2ADB-SK, who was a friend of Jim Cole, 
W2TM-SK (see last month’s Newsletter) wrote his story 
in the SOWP Newsletter.  It makes really fascinating 
reading, of a different time and world in radio.  I may 
serialize Ace’s story in the Newsletter later this year, 
assuming that I can get permission. 
 

 
Figure 6.  In honor of the Society of Wireless Pioneers, a 

program of CHRS. Kathleen Parker of San Rafael, 

California at 15 years old in 1916, an amateur wireless 

operator (call sign 6SO) also holding a Commercial First 

Class license. From the cover, Electrical Experimenter, 

Oct. 1916 and page 396.  Picture courtesy of California 

Historical Radio Society. 

 
If you are interested in how early CW sounds I 
recommend that you listen in on the CHRS net.  
Here are CW net times/frequencies on the web for 
benefit of those who enjoy CW.     Code speed on all of 
these nets will be adjusted to accommodate the slowest 
speed station. 

Thursdays 8 AM PST 14055 kHz      

(CHRS/SOWP) W0AP memorial Transcon net. NCS N6SL 

Thursdays 7 PM PST 7052 KhZ      

(CHRS/SOWP) RJ net, NCS  N6SL 

 
National QCWA CW net  
Wednesdays 5 PM PST on 7035 kHz  

(Little early for E-W propagation) 

Sundays   7 AM PST 14055 kHz     

(Intercontinental sideswiper net) NCS K3CKT 

Sundays 8 AM PST 21055 kHz     

(sideswiper net) NCS CN8YR 

 

Note: The sideswiper nets will bring back very old memories of 

Maritime CW.  You will hear variations on “Lake Erie Swing” and/or 

“Banana Boat Roll” This type of sending was common during periods 

of heavy static (QRN) in the Gulf of Mexico/Caribbean Sea and Great 

Lakes.  

73 to all, Ben, N6SL  

last president of the SOWP 

Figure 5.  WB4MSG's moon shot taken at night. 
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Contests 
By Don WS4NC 

 
Wondering about when the next Contest is happening?  
This is a contest list courtesy of Potomac Valley Radio 
Club that lists the major upcoming contests.  Even if you 
are not “into” the contesting thing, operating during one 
contest is a great way to secure the 100 countries for 
DXCC in international contests or the 50 states for WAS 
in a US Contest.  I especially recommend the CQ WPX 
SSB contest – that was the main reason I requested my 
WS4 call, besides the obvious – it was the only WS4 at 
the time – which makes me very wanted during the WPX 
“prefix” contest. 
 

Contest 
Name 

Start Date
*
 End Date

*
 

Log Due 
Date

*
 

ARRL DX 
SSB  

3/7/2015 2015-03-08 2015-04-07 

Russian Dx 
Contest  

3/21/2015 2015-03-22 2015-04-06 

CQ WPX SSB  3/28/2015 2015-03-29 2015-04-03 

CQ WPX CW  5/30/2015 2015-05-31 2015-06-05 

ARRL June 
VHF  

6/13/2015 2015-06-15 2015-07-14 

 

Charlotte Hamfest 
 
CHARLOTTE HAMFEST / ARRL NC SECTION 
CONVENTION (3/13-14) – The Charlotte Hamfest / 
ARRL NC Section Convention, sponsored by the 
Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society Inc, will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, March 13th and 14th, at the 
Cabarrus Arena and Event Center, 4551 Old Airport 
Road / 4571 Hwy 49 North, Concord, NC 28025.  The 
activities will include: informative presentations, the 
ARRL forum, and recognition of the 2014 Roanoke 
Division ARRL Service Award winners; hourly prizes; 
build your own VHF/UHF dual band antenna; testing 
booth for checking new purchases; VE testing by 
WCARS; ARRL/CQ awards QSL card checking; 80 
commercial booths; and, the flea market.  For further 
information, see http://www.charlottehamfest.org 

 

Upcoming Hamfests 
By Don WS4NC 

Apr 4 NC State Convention (43rd Annual RARS Fest Raleigh, NC) 
www.rars.org/rarsfest 
 
Apr 18 Catawba Valley Hamfest (Morganton, NC) www.cvhamfest.com 
 
Jun 13 Winston-Salem Hamfest (Summit School, 2100 Reynolda Rd) 
www.w4nc.com 
 
Jun 7 30th Annual Firecracker Hamfest (Salisbury, NC) 
www.rowanars.org 
 
 

Jul 18 Mid-Summer SWAPFEST (Harold Ritter Park, Cary, NC) 
www.qsl.net/n4nc 
 
Jul 25 WCARS Hamfest (Haywood County Fairgrounds, Waynesville, 
NC) www.wcars.org 

 

FCC Exams and FARC Membership 
 

Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL 
VEC Session Manager 

 
Allow me to offer all of February test-takers hearty 
congratulations on your Amateur License's and 
Upgrades: 
 
   SHELLIE C KILLGO  KM4HUY T   
   KENT R OVIATT  KM4HVC G    
   JAMES R MARLER  KM4HUZ T  
   MICHAEL L CANUP  KM4HVA T  
   DARYL R KNIGHT  KK4ZCO E  
   JUSTIN M DORTON  K4DOR G 
   JOHN D CANUP  KM4HVB T  
   JOSHUA C FERGUSON  KM4HVO G 
 
I look forward to chatting with each of you on the air. 
 
For non-FARC members, if you took an FCC exam, 
either for a new license or an upgrade, you should have 
an attachment to your email for a free membership in 
FARC. Mark the form "New Ham-TestDate" Once the 
form is completed, please scan and email to me.  
 
Exams are offered before the FARC and start at 6:15 
PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building.  Pre-
registration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc 
<dot> com.  We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.  
Our biggest challenge continues to be convincing 
Upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions. A copy of your license must accompany 
the application to the FCC.  Any missing copy 
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
candidates.  Pre-registration is strongly suggested at info 
<at> w4nc <dot> com.  We try to accommodate walk-ins 
if we can.  Bring your original license, if you have one, 
two forms of ID, $12.00, and for License Upgrades, 
please assure: 
 
1.  That you bring your original license for viewing ·AND 
 
2.  That you provide a “Required” copy of your 
license and successful completion forms (CSCE’s - 
if any) to accompany your FCC Upgrade application.  
Please try to have those copies with you upon arrival. 
 
Exams are held at the general club meeting on second 
Mondays at the Red Cross starting at 6:20 PM. 
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Flea-power Communications 
 

By Jim Mansfield WA4NOT 
EC, Forsyth County ARES 

 
One of the guiding principles of amateur radio in general 
and Amateur Radio Emergency Service in particular, is 
the ability to provide communications service to the 
general public under disaster or diminished infrastructure 
conditions.  Forsyth County ARES net participants have 
held alternative power source sessions many times, and 
we’re confident with those capabilities.  
 
Now let’s temporarily add another element of simulated 
disaster, minimal transmission power, to our activity.  
Transmitting with the minimum amount of power needed 
to reach the intended receiver meets another FCC 
guideline for hams.  More importantly, it meets the 
practical need to conserve power from our alternate 
sources since the duration and affected area of a 
disaster may be greater than originally estimated. 
 
So, for the next two first Thursdays, February 5 and 
March 5, please check into the weekly ARES net using 
the combination of the lowest transmitter setting you 
think (or prove by advance testing) can reach the 145.47 
repeater  and the highest-gain VHF antenna you have 
available.  The results will probably be surprising. 
 
A personal example:  I recently joined a conversation 
between KE4ZFN and another ham on 145.47.   I used 
an HT set at 1 & 1/2 watts with an attached collapsible ½ 
wave whip indoors on the lower floor of my house.  
Since I’m about 20 air miles from Sauratown Mountain, I 
expected they’d barely hear me, but I received a full-
quieting report.  Join the net, and give flea power a try.   
 
 
 
 

Amazon Smile Program 
Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way 
for FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon 
Smile link below and register and select Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
your purchases to FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but 
it benefits the club.  Any thing you order has to be 
ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after you 
register, you forget to order through the smile program it 
will usually remind you.  Again it costs you nothing more.  
Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations 
through this program.  Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for 
pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com 
 

 
 

Wayne Joseph Stanley,  
W4RDG-SK 

Wayne Joseph Stanley, 85, 
of Winston-Salem, died 
Thursday at his home 
following a lengthy illness. 
Mr. Stanley was born June 
26, 1927 in Somerville, 
Mass. After graduating high 
school in West Haven, 
Connecticut, he enlisted in 
the United States Navy 
during World War II, and was 
honorably discharged in 
1946. He received a 
Bachelors degree in 
Electrical Engineering from 
Yale University in 1955, and 
upon graduation began 
working at Western Electric 
on Lexington Road. He 
retired from Bell Laboratories 
in 1988, returning to 
Winston-Salem to be close 
to friends and family. Mr. 
Stanley was a loving and 
devoted husband and father. 
He is survived by his wife of 

61 years, Sue Wilson Stanley, of the home; a daughter Sharon 
Stanley Kittrell, and son-in-law Malcolm Kittrell, of Fayetteville, 
GA; a son, Michael Stanley, and daughter-in-law Donna 
Stanley, of Chapel Hill, NC a grandson, Robin Kittrell, of 
Atlanta, GA; and two granddaughters, Jennifer Stanley, of 
Durham, NC; and Ellen Stanley, of Raleigh, NC. The family will 
receive visitors at Hayworth-Miller Funeral Home at 3315 Silas 
Creek Parkway, on Saturday, May 25, 2013 from 4-6 PM. A 
graveside memorial service will held in Buena Vista, VA at a 
future date. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to 
The Salvation Army, Winston-Salem Area Command, 130-A 
Stratford Court, Winston-Salem, NC 27103.  Memorial Service 
at later date 
http://hayworth-miller.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=84443#/obituaryInfo 
 
A tour of Wayne’s shack and shop from Feb., 2002 is in the 
February, 2002 FARC Newsletter. 
http://www.w4nc.com/newsletters/022002.pdf 
 

Walter Cline -KI4XX-SK 
CLINE WINSTON-SALEM 
Walter McKinley Cline 
Aug. 6, 1938-Feb. 15, 
2015 Mr. Walter McKinley 
Cline, 76 of Ernest 
Lambeth Road, passed 
away Sunday, February 
15, 2015 at his home. He 
was born in Winston-

Salem on August 6, 1938, the son of Otto McKinley and 
Velma Elgin Cline. Following the death of his parents as 
a child, he spent his early years at the Methodist 
Children's Home. He was a US Navy veteran and was a 
member of New Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church. 
Walter was a retired Mechanic-Specialist at R. J. 
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Reynolds Tobacco Company. His interests were many 
and he enjoyed woodworking, gardening, hunting, 
fishing, collecting train sets and writing Sy-Fy novels. He 
was most proud of his hobby and FCC licensure as a 
Ham radio operator with an Amateur Extra Rating. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, brother, Bobby 
Ray Cline, and sister, Ann Marie Cline Booth. On June 
3, 1962 he married the love of his life, the former 
Barbara Tesh who survives him of the home. Also 
surviving are a son, Shawn M. Cline and fiancé Ronda 
Tilley of Winston-Salem; his grandson Mayson Cline, of 
Rural Hall, sister, Nancy Cline West and husband Roger 
of Maryland, and his niece, Marsha Booth McKay of 
California. Funeral services will be on Thursday at 
2:00p.m. at New Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
with Dr. Bob McLawhorn officiating Burial with military 
honors provided by the Military Burial Honor Guard Inc. 
will follow in Parklawn Memorial Gardens. The family will 
receive friends at the church one hour prior to services. 
The family suggests that memorials be made to New Mt. 
Vernon United Methodist Church, 6408 Friendship-
Ledford Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27107 in Walter's 
memory. Online condolences may be sent to 
www.jcgreenandsons.com 
 
Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Meeting—9 February 2015 
 

By Terry Brown, AK4D, 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 

  
1.  Call to Order and Welcome:  Meeting was called to order by 
President Jerry Minor, K4GW, at 1934 hours.  He welcomed 
FARC members and visitors to the meeting, approximately 35 
total. Each person in the room introduced themselves stating 
their name and callsign.     
 
2.  Announcements/Club Business:  
      a.  Treasurers Report and Thank You Letter from Linda 
Dairs:  Treasurer Henry Heidtmann was not at the meeting, but 
had sent a message that the club balance was approximately 
what had been reported previously.  Henry has also sent in a 
letter from Linda Dairs thanking the club for the Wousun KG-
UVD1P handheld that her husband had won as the major prize 
drawing at the FARC Firstfest.  He was a new ham and had 
just gotten his General license. 
      b.  Discussion of Old Computer Power Supplies:  Jerry 
Minor held up an old computer power supply and briefly 
discussed the possibility of converting them to power supplies 
for other uses and possibly providing 20-30 amp output.  Bob 
Gusek stated that not all can be converted as the power is split 
up and is non-regulated and dirty, especially the newer ones. 
     c.  Membership Renewals:  Terry Brown stated that he had 
sent out 150 FARC renewal requests and thanked everyone 
who had renewed their FARC membership.  He stated that he 
was available to take renewals after the meeting. 
     d.  Yaesu Repeater Program:  Dale Mierisch discussed that 
new Yaesu program where a $1700 DR-1X digital repeater 
could be purchased by a club for $500. It has proprietary 
Yaesu technology, is not D-Star compatable, but is both an 
analog and a digital repeater for either two meters or 440, but 
not both.  Jerry Minor had talked with Mike Ferris who had one 
and got great reports on the repeater performance. John Kipee 
made a motion for the club to purchase one, Doc Holliday 

seconded the motion and ayes carried with no nays.  Dale 
Mierisch stated that he would work on the paperwork to send 
to Yaesu.  Steve Mierisch stated that the repeater board had to 
be operational for at least one year.  Discussion was made to 
replace the repeater board either at Sauratown or at Baptist 
Hospital to fulfill this requirement. 
      e.  Repeater Status and New DB-224 Antenna:  Dale 
Mierisch stated that all three club repeaters were operational 
and that the echolink nodes were operational on the 146.640 
and the 145.470 repeaters.  The upgrade work at the 
Sauratown Mountain repeater is still being planned.  Henry 
Heidtmann sent a message that the DB-224 antenna had been 
ordered and was being shipped. 
      f.  VE Test Session Report:  Dale Mierisch thanked the 
VE’s who helped with the test session prior to the club 
meeting, Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, John Kippee-K1PEE, 
Dennis McClure-N4DSM, Michelle McClure-K4DAM and Mike 
Adkins-N4VW.  Dale stated that there were two test sessions 
with 10 out of 13 successes.  The end result was four new 
Technician licenses (Shellie C. Killgo-KM4HUY, James R. 
Marler-KM4HUZ, Michael L. Canup-KM4HVA, and John 
Canup-KM4HVB), three General licensees (Kent R. Oviatt-
KM4HVC, Justin M. Dorton-K4DOR and Joshua C. Ferguson-
KM4HVO) and one Extra licensee (Daryl Knight-KK4ZCO).  
Dale also discussed the FCC requirements for anyone wanting 
to take ham exams and the FCC move to paperless licenses 
scheduled for 17 February. 
      g.  Arduino Class:  Jerry Minor thanked Bob Gusek for his 
time and efforts in heading up the Arduino classes.  Bob talked 
about recent orders, cost, his cache of spare parts and 
materials ordered.  Bob did state that the next class will not be 
at least until March.  
      h.  ARES Report:  Jim Mansfield thanked everyone who 
participated in the simplex Sprint contest and that certificates 
are “on the way”.  Jim thanked everyone who participated in 
the Thursday night ARES nets.  He asked everyone to check in 
on the first Thursday of each month to do so with the 
combination of the most minimal power (maybe 700 milliwatts) 
and the highest gain antenna that they have to explore low 
power access.  
      i.  Next FARC Business Meeting:  Jerry Minor stated that 
the next FARC business meeting will be on Tuesday, 17 
February at Oscars at 1930 hours in one of the side rooms. 
      j.  John Huffman-W4IRE:  Jim Adkins read a letter received 
from John Huffman’s wife that had come in with his FARC 
annual renewal.  Jim stated that John had been his “elmer” and 
had helped many club members with the hobby.  The letter 
stated that John was in an assisted living facility and was 
confined to a wheel chair.  John Huffman’s wife stated that 
FARC was a huge part of his life and although he could not 
come to meetings or participate in club activities, he wanted his 
membership renewed.  There was also a donation of $50 in 
addition to his annual dues. 
      k.  Upcoming Hamfests:  Jerry Minor reminded everyone 
about the upcoming Dobson (21 March) and RARS (4 April) 
hamfests.    
 
3.  NC QSO Party Presentation:  Marty Young, W4MY, NC 
QSO Party Chairman from Raleigh did a power point 
presentation on the NC QSO party, summary following.  The 
NC QSO Party is scheduled on 1 March with ten hours of 
operation from 10 am to 8 pm local time.  The NC QSO party 
was started in 1970 by RARS, FARC picked it up in 2002 with 
many enhancements by Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO and in 
2013, RARS picked it back up and is run by a committee of 
seven RARS members.  Marty stated that the first event in 
1970 was won by Bill McDowell-K4CIA with 345 QSO’s!  The 
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party this year will be voice, CW, and Digital on 80 – 2 Meter 
bands and Marty discussed how to participate in the contest, 
information to send and what information to get.  There are 
four categories:  single operator, mobile operator, expedition 
and club.  Marty emphasized that the event needs to be a qso 
event, ie, get lots of contacts, but be friendly and chat with 
contacts.  One slide showed suggested frequencies:  CW 
+0.04 MHz from bottom of band, SSB 3.860, 7.26, 14.26, 
21.36 and 28.36 MHz, Digital in normal digital band area, FM 
at 52.040 and 146,580 MHz, Mobile/Expedition window of -
0.01 MHz below and stated that fixed stations should not call 
CQ in the Mobile/Expedition window.  He discussed how the 
QSO party contacts will be scored and the bonus stations of 
working anyone is Person or Surry counties, NI4BK on the 
USS North Carolina, W4DW RARS club station, NC4QP 
Special Committee Station and K4CIA-the first winner of 
NCQP in 1970. Marty discussed how to submit your contest 
log in both Cabrillo format and how to do a summary sheet for 
paper loggers.  Contest log results must be submitted by 22 
March.  Awards will be made on most contacts, most NC 
counties worked in-state, most NC Counties worked Out-of-
state, top DX score, top Canada score and EMCOMM 
challenge.  
 
4.  Meeting Adjourned:  Motion to adjourn the meeting was 
made, seconded, and agreed to approximately 2044 hours. 
5.  Meeting Attendees:  Names of the meeting attendees 
follow: 
Don Edwards-WS4NC; David Ramsey-KJ4OIL; Steve 
Patterson-WA3RTC; Van Key-KC4WSK; Bob Gusek-NC4RG; 
David Shoaf-KC4X; Terry Brown-AK4D; Steven Mierisch-
KG4JWU; John Kippee-K1PPE; Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL; Jerry 
Minor-K4GW; Gib Scott-W4AJI; Gary Miller-WA4VMC; Tony 
Poindexter-KD4MMQ; Harold Richardson-N4HER; David 
McDonald-N5WNB; Jim Atkins-W4UX; David Peterson-
KK4GAF; David Griffith-WA4MKK; Jeff Stafford-AC4YN; Daryl 
Knight-KK4ZCO; Dave Lambe-K4ICK; Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ; 
John Canup-KM4HVB (congratulations); Mike Canup-KM4HVA 
(congratulations); Justin Dorton-K4DOR; Jack (John) Hanley-
KM4AFY; Randy Tompson-NC4RT; Ray Purdom-K4ZGV; 
Marty Young-W4MY; Les Jongberg-KJ4JYZ; Carroll Sasser-
W4TNE; Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT; and Kent Englebert-K4HKE. 
 

2015 Membership Renewals 
By Terry Brown, AK4D, 

Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
 
 

My membership database as of 14 February has $1532 
in total membership renewal dollars which include $356 
in donations.  Not counting Life members and also not 
counting family members, FARC has 63 paid members 
and 29 complimentary members for 
2015.  Complimentary memberships for 2015 include 
successful test takers going back to September 2014 up 
through the successful folks at the February test 
session.  I think there was one person who paid dues 
and then was successful in upgrading.  
 
There are 238 non-paid names in the club database 
going back a few years.  
 
For simplicity, I decided to send out 150 renewal letters 
in late January.  The 150 renewal letters went to 
members who were either paid or complementary 

members in 2014 and had not renewed yet, all paid 
members in 2013 who had not renewed, and the 
balance of the 150 letters made it half-way through the 
2012 list of club members who had not renewed. 
 
I was pleased to see several renewals come in totaling 
$605 both in membership dues and donations which 
totaled almost $200. 
 
Of the recent renewals since the 150 renewal packets 
were sent out in late January, there have been 23 
renewals.  A total of 21 were from 2014 club 
members.  There have been no responses so far from 
the 2013 listing of members.  But there were two 
renewals from the 2012 class of paid members. 
 
One more item, I download once a month the FCC 
database of active North Carolina amateur radio 
operators and incorporate this info into the club 
database which allows me to flag any licensees whose 
license is within about three months of hitting the 
expiration date or is within the two year grace period 
after expiration where the FCC will allow a renewal.  I 
have emailed a few folks letting them know this as 
Secretary of FARC and have gotten some thank you's 
for this. 
 

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club  

Business Meeting—17 February 2015 
By Terry Brown (AK4D) 

Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
 
1.  Attendees:  Eight attendees:  Terry Brown-AK4D, Don 
Edwards-WS4NC, Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Steven 
Mierisch-KG4GWU, Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL, Jim Mansfield-
WA4NOT, Via Echolink--Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ and Eric 
Bowen-WK4CW.  Note:  two attendees came in after closure of 
net, Gene Bowman-WB4MSG and Michael Crepeau–N3MDC.  
 
2.  Call to Order:  Due to cold weather conditions and icy 
roads, this was a net meeting on the 164.640 repeater.  The 
net meeting was called to order by FARC treasurer Henry 
Heidtmann—W2DZO at 1900 hours.  Jerry Minor, K4GW, who 
could not attend the net meeting had sent out an email listing 
of discussion items for the meeting.  Henry announced that he 
would follow the list. 
 
3. Meeting Topics:  
      a.  Treasurers Report:  Henry Heidtmann stated that the 
club balance had not appreciably changed since the last 
report, but that were some membership renewals that had not 
been added.  He also stated that the DB-224 antenna had 
been ordered for the Sauratown Mountain repeater upgrade 
work. 
      b.  Future Meeting Topics:  
March:  Verification of the 9 March Skywarn presentation was 
requested.  Terry Brown stated that he would handle this via 
email with the presenter, Brandon Donstan with the Raleigh 
NWS.  Followup Note:  Brandon did confirm that the 9 March 
presentation was still on his schedule. 
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April:  A presentation on DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) remains 
scheduled for the 13 April meeting by K4NWJ, Nathan 
Jackson. 
c.  ARES Report: Although there were no official requests, Jim 
Mansfield requested that everyone monitor the 145.47 repeater 
and the Stokes 679 repeater for assistance requests during the 
nights and other inclement weather conditions.  Jim reminded 
everyone about the Thursday night ARES net at 2030 hours, 
local time, on the 145.47 repeater.  He stated that the net 
control this coming Thursday night would be Fred-NA4P and 
Ken-KG4FGC.  He also requested that everyone checking into 
the ARES net on the first Thursday of each month do the 
combination of low power coupled with a high gain antenna. 
This was in preparation for alternative power situations. 
d.  ARDUINO:  Don Edwards stated that 14 March would be 
the next Arduino workshop but would confirm that date with 
Bob Gusek.  Don noted the high level of interest in Arduino and 
that anyone (including non-FARC members) would be 
welcome in the workshops. 
e.  VHF Duplexers:  One email agenda item stated Jerry Minor 
knew a person who had four VHF Duplexers that he may want 
to sell them.  Jerry wanted to explore if one or more of these 
was needed for the FARC repeaters. Jerry stated in his email 
that he could contact that person for pricing if Dale-WB9SZL 
stated they were needed.  Dale stated that he would contact 
Jerry for details.  More information was needed before he 
could determine a possible need. 
f.  Need For Filters in FARC Hamshack:  A second email 
agenda item was on Gene Bowman stating the need for two 
filters for the FARC hamshack.  Gene had stated that the filters 
were approximately $600 each and there would be a need for 
club members to vote on purchasing those.  Don Edwards 
stated that Gene was listening into the net but could not 
transmit.  Don stated the need for additional information on 
filter specifications and pricing.  Gene was able to access the 
repeater after the adjournment of the net meeting.  He will do 
more checking and this can be an agenda item at the March 
club meeting. 
 g.  Silent Key-Walter Cline-KI4XX:  A third email agenda item 
was on the passing of club member Walter Cline-KI4XX.  The 
obituary was scheduled to be in Wednesday’s (18 February) 
copy of the Winston-Salem Journal.  Follow up note.  [Ed – see 
obituary on page 7.] 
h.  Tech Chairman Report:  Dale Mierisch reported that the 
FARC repeaters were up and operational.  Another email 
agenda item from Jerry Minor was extending the Sauratown 
Mountain repeater work out until April for the tower work and 
pricing on the new tower sections.  Dale stated that he would 
work and coordinate with Mike Adkins-N4VE and WXII on this. 
i.  Yaesu Program:  Another email agenda item was The Yaesu 
DR-1X/System Fusion Digital Repeater program which was 
described, voted for and approved by the Board and Members 
at the 9 February club meeting. Dale Mierisch stated he was 
working on the repeater request to Yaesu and should be able 
to order the repeater at the conclusion of the net meeting.  
There was some potential confusion on where the Yaesu 
repeater board would be used and if SERA coordination was 
needed.  He would talk with Jerry Minor about this. 
j.  Contact from the Family of Wayne Stanley-W4RDG:  Henry 
Heidtmann reported that he had been contacted by Mike 
Stanley, son of Wayne Stanley-W4RDG-Silent Key, about 
donating his ham radio equipment to FARC. Henry stated that 
he would secure and bring the equipment to the next club 
meeting. Don Edwards stated that he had written a profile 
article for the February 2002 FARC newsletter on Mr. Stanley 
who was an expert in electrical filters.  [Ed – see obituary on 
page 7.] 

k.  Dead Battery in Generator at Red Cross:  Don Edwards 
mentioned that he had checked the club generator at the Red 
Cross and that the battery was dead as it had not been used 
recently.  He stated he would check into getting a trickle 
charge system for the battery.  Henry Heidtmann stated that 
there used to be a trickle charger in the club shack.  
4.  Meeting Adjournment:  With no additional agenda items or 
discussion, the net meeting was adjourned at 1942 hours. 
  
TASKERS—Some from the net meeting, some carry-over: 
 
1.  Gene Bowman and others--Discuss and seek filter box(s) 
approval at March meeting, total cost approximately $1200. 
 
2.  FARC Board Members and others--Continue work on club 
meeting agendas/topics for May thru November, ie, Salisbury 
Fox Hunt contact, older member contact. 
 
3.  Dale Mierisch, Mike Adkins and others--Determine what 
tower and other components are needed for Sauratown 
repeater repair/upgrade.  Coordinate visits with WXII and 
others. 
 
4.  Dale Mierisch and others--Continued coordination and work 
on Baptist Hospital repeaters. 
 
5.  Dale Mierisch--give Don a writeup on the donated 220 
equipment by 31 March. 
 
6.  Dale Mierisch-—determine if there is a need for the VHF 
duplexers. 
 
7.  Dale Mierisch--get DR-1X repeater request to Yaesu. 
 
8.  Don Edwards—Recon on trickle charger for battery on 
generator at Red Cross. 
 

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Member Spotlight 

by Terry Brown, AK4D 
 

I would like to do a spotlight article on a Forsyth Amateur 
Club Member each month.  Each article would focus on 
the member’s interests, knowledge and maybe a picture 
of his or her hamshack-fancy or simple, hamshack 
maybe only being a mobile installation.  It is hoped that 
these member spotlights will provide info that may help 
another club member with a contact to help with a 
problem, info on how to do an installation or just provide 
some inspiration to try a new facet of amateur radio.  
More importantly, this is just a great opportunity to get to 
know each other better. 
 
To make this effort move forward a tad easier, I need 
one, two or more of you to volunteer to be interviewed.  
Interested? I hope so!!  Contact me at ak4d <at> outlook 
<dot> com. 
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KC4X is a Star! 
By Don WS4NC 

Mid February brought some winter weather to Forsyth 
County.  For some people that means extra work.  David 
Shoaf, KC4X, takes care of maintenance at the Winston-
Salem Airport.  The Winston-Salem Journal ran a nice 
article about how the airport deals with snow storms and 
David was the star!  David and the crew maintains some 
serious heavy equipment.  Especially nice is the restored 
1979 snow-blower shown below.  If it is still up there is 
also a nice video on the JournalNow.com site. 

Figure 7.  Journal photo of David Shoaf and crew at the 

airport.  David, KC4X is at the left.  Photo courtesy of 

Winston-Salem Journal. 

 

 

Arduino Workshop 
& Future Technical Saturday Workshops 

By Bob, NC4RG 

 
I've created a subsection on my website where I'll be 
posting information and other stuff about the arduino 
class. 
 
Here's the link: 
 
http://ncbob.info/arduino-class 
 
The first video is up; it covers what we did in the class on 
1/24.  (WHOO-HOOO!) 
 
I'll be working on getting the earlier videos now that I'm 
getting some time, and I'll also be adding new videos as 
we complete each class. 
 
http://youtu.be/VzLPFQTlV6Y 
 
If you want to subscribe to my channel 
it's http://youtube.com/ncbob27409 
 
A new Integrated Development Environment (IDE) has 
been announced for the Arduino.  This is the 

programming software that one uses to program the 
boards.  It has a lot of new features, including auto 
detecting the type of board that's plugged in, and line 
numbers for your code!! 
 
This link has a summary. 
 
http://makezine.com/2015/02/10/arduino-ide-1-6-
released/ 
 
I've created a subsection on my website containing a 
blog, calendar and I'll be adding other things too as we 
need them, like an image gallery, schematics, the zip 
files and project files.  That might make it easier for 
some people to access, but it will also give a central 
place for information about the class instead of sending 
emails back and forth.  I'm also going to be keeping 
some of the parts we use in stock and let people order 
and pay online, and then I'll deliver them at the 
class.  It'll make it MUCH easier to keep track of. 
 
Let me know what you think of it, and suggestions are 
always welcome :) 
 
http://ncbob.info/arduino-class 
 
The next Arduino class will be March 14. 
 
---------------------- 

We have a number of projects on the list, including 
sweep generators and an SWR bridge.  If you are not on 
the email list and want to be send an email to ws4nc 
<at> dwepe <dot> com.  List of the Arduino group is: 
 
Andrew, NC4AG; Bob, NC4RG; Don, WS4NC; Henry, 
W2DZO; Jerry, K4GW; Kip, K1PPE; Dan, KG4ECI; 
Geoff, KK4MOV; Steve, WA3RTC; Steve, KG4JWU; 
Dale, WB9SZL; Harold, N4HER; Ray, K4ZGV; Van, 
KC4WSK; Jim, W4UX; Carl, N4PAA; Gene, WB4MSG; 
Charlie, W4TMR; Randy, NC4RT; Jim, KV4SJ; Terry, 
K4D; David, N5WNB; Randy, NC4RT , William 
Harmonic-W2DZO 
 

Arduino Real-Time Clock 
 

by Steve, WA3RTC 
 

Hope everyone is 
enjoying their Arduino's. 
I was looking at 
Banggood.com and saw 
a real time clock. I had 
to get the RTC since my 
call is WA3RTC.  The 

unit did not come with the battery, but for $1.86 each, it 
still looked like a good deal. 
 
I modified my "class" project to add the RTC. Changed 
the screen to accommodate the time display which is 
shown in the attached picture. 
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Also note that on the display is a "MODE= 0". I used the 
keypad * to sequence through MODE selections. They 
do not do anything now, but can be used to change 
features. I plan to make one of the MODEs to allow 
setting the RTC if it does not keep good time. We will 
see is this is necessary. 
 
Has anyone had trouble compiling the class project on 
the 1.6.0 rev of the Arduino IDE? I am getting an error 
with the IR library using the new IDE.  Plan to try 
compiling on the older system to verify, but saw chatter 
on the internet about an overwrite problem with the IR 
library in 1.6.0 rev. [Ed. Note:  Check library names.] 
 
The info from Banggood for the Arduino I2C RTC 
DS1307 AT24C32 Real Time Clock Module Board: 
 
 Features: 
 Two wire I2C interface 
 Hour & Minutes & Seconds AM/PM 
 Day & Month & Year  Date 
 Size: 28x25x10mm (approx) 
 Leap year compensation 
 DS1307 based RTC with LIR2032 battery  
 (Battery NOT included)  
 They can't/don't ship Li Batteries to US 
 1Hz output pin 
 56 Bytes of Non-volatile memory available to user 
 Package included : 
 1x DS1307 module 

 

FCC “Paperless” Amateur Radio 
License 

From ARRL 
 
Starting February 17, the FCC no longer will routinely 
issue paper license documents to Amateur Radio 
applicants and licensees. The Commission has 
maintained for some time now that the official Amateur 
Radio license authorization is the electronic record that 
exists in its Universal Licensing System (ULS), although 
the FCC has continued to print and mail hard copy 
licenses.  
 
In mid-December the FCC adopted final procedures to 
provide access to official electronic authorizations, as it 
had proposed in WT Docket 14-161 as part of its 
“process reform” initiatives. Under the new procedures, 
licensees will access their current official authorization 
(“Active” status only) via the ULS License Manager. The 
FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to 
all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer 
to receive one. Licensees also will be able to print out an 
official authorization - as well as an unofficial “reference 
copy” - from the ULS License Manager. “We find this 
electronic process will improve efficiency by simplifying 
access to official authorizations in ULS, shortening the 
time period between grant of an application and access 
to the official authorization, and reducing regulatory 
costs,” the FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
(WTB) said.  

 
According to the WTB, the new procedures will save at 
least $304,000 a year, including the cost of staff 
resources. In comments filed November 5, the ARRL 
had strongly recommended that the FCC “give serious 
consideration to continuing a default provision for 
sending an initial paper license document to new 
licensees in the Amateur Radio Service, along with 
detailed, simple instructions for how to make the 
elections set forth in the notice relative to future modified 
or renewed licenses.”  The ARRL and other Amateur 
Radio commenters also worried that unless a license 
document is printed on distinctive paper stock, its 
authenticity could be questioned in such situations as 
obtaining vanity call sign license plates. To address this, 
the FCC said the watermark “Official Copy” will be 
printed on each page of an official authorization that a 
licensee prints out from the ULS. For more information, 
see http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-paperless-amateur-
radio-license-policy-goesinto-effect-on-february-17 
 

FCC Fines Pennsylvania Ham $11,500 
for Causing Intentional Interference 
 

01/14/2015 From ARRL 
 
The FCC Enforcement Bureau has affirmed an $11,500 
fine against Brian Crow, K3VR, of North Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania, for deliberately interfering with other 
Amateur Radio communications. The FCC had first 
proposed the fine last July in aNotice of Apparent 
Liability for Forfeiture (NAL), and it released a Forfeiture 
Order on January 13. 
 
The FCC said it imposed the financial penalty because 
of Crow’s “willful and repeated violation” of Section 333 
of the Communications Act and of Sections 97.101(d) 
and 97.119(a) of the Amateur Service rules “by causing 
intentional interference to licensed radio operations and 
failing to transmit his assigned call sign.” 
 
The FCC said that Crow did not respond to the 2014 
NAL and that, based on the information before the 
Commission, affirmed its proposed fine. On July 22, 
2014, the FCC also issued a similarly worded NAL to 
Michael Guernsey, KZ8O (ex-ND8V), of Parchment, 
Michigan, proposing to fine him $22,000. In both cases, 
the FCC said the evidence indicated that the 
transmissions at issue were aimed at interfering with 
other radio amateurs with whom each licensee “had a 
long-standing and well-documented dispute” that had 
spilled out onto the air. 
 
In both instances, the FCC said, it responded in March 
2014 to “several complaints of intentional interference” 
on 14.313 MHz, and Commission agents used radio 
direction-finding techniques to pin down the transmission 
sources. According to the NAL issued to Crow, FCC 
agents monitored transmissions from his station for 
approximately 3 hours on March 14, 2014, and heard 
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him transmit slow-scan television (SSTV) signals and “a 
pre-recorded voice transmission of another amateur 
station on the frequency.” 
“These transmissions prevented other amateur licensees 
from communicating over the frequency,” both NALs 
said, adding that neither Guernsey or Crow transmitted 
their assigned call signs while the agents were listening. 
The FCC agents visited Crow’s residence and asked to 
inspect his station, which they confirmed was capable of 
operating on 14.313 MHz. Crow denied operating his 
station that morning, however, and claimed that he was 
not at home when the interfering transmissions occurred. 
The Enforcement Bureau had warned both Guernsey 
and Crow in the past regarding interference to other 
Amateur Radio operators. In Crow’s case, the FCC said 
the fact that he subsequently interfered with other 
amateur operators “demonstrates a deliberate disregard 
for the Commission’s authority,” warranting an upward 
adjustment of $3500 to his proposed base forfeiture. 
Guernsey’s case is still pending. 
 

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don 
By Don WS4NC 

Newsletter Editor 
 
The Radio Shack bankruptcy saddens me.  As I write this, it 
isn’t clear what will happen, but it looks like the stores will 
mainly become Sprint Cellular stores.  Some of the stores 
(Hanes Mall & Northside) have been having fire sales, 
especially on parts (like 80% off).  Just this last month I ran 
there for “emergency” supplies twice that otherwise would have 
to be ordered.  In the 1960’s I used to study the Lafayette and 
Allied/Radio Shack catalogs endlessly.  There was also 
Bernstein-Appleby and a few others.  All gone.  So, so sad. 
 
“You have questions, we have answers”, a one-time Radio 
Shack motto.  One wit perverted that into “You have questions, 
we have dumb looks.”  While that did apply to some of Radio 
Shack sales associates, it unfairly labels a lot of good people 
that worked at Radio Shack over the years.  Most of those 
people were under-paid and if stories are true were worked in 
violation of many labor laws.  Somewhere Radio Shack really 
lost its way.   
 
The quality was so low on so many items for so long I am 
surprised that they made it this long.  In high school I did repair 
work for several Radio Shacks.  Most broken items I worked on 
arrived in broken condition from the factory, some fixable, 
some not. The primary issue was that each of these items was 
made so cheaply that it was guaranteed to hit the landfill 
sooner rather than later. That made Radio Shack synonymous 
with low quality, which probably targeted them early on in most 
minds as a source of crap.   
 
Even for parts they would be the cheapest possible quality at 
the highest possible price.  The only way I would get one of 
these would be a sense of desperation.  It was just a matter of 
convenience, but convenience it was since a RS was never far 
away. 
 
Technology has changed, but mostly Radio Shack became an 
extreme example of the incorrect attitude that “business 
people” can run any business – they don’t have to understand 
what they are selling, just the business of selling.  And make it 

as cheap as possible.  That is the only way I can explain some 
of the craziest things I have seen from Radio Shack in the 
past.  The CueCat probably tops the list, look it up. It plugged 
into your computer and you scanned a special code in the 
catalog that took you to that item on the web site. I remember 
that someone brought one into work saying that RS was giving 
them away.  Even at the price of free I couldn’t see any use for 
it.  Why couldn’t you just do a search on the web site? 
 
Radio Shack did not understand their main base of customers.  
They left the amateur market a long time ago.  Partly it was 
competition, but it was also the fact that they had cheapened 
the products so much that there were better items on the 
market at a better price.  And the management wanted to be a 
big-time retailer, hitting whatever was the latest-biggest fad.  
There were a few exceptions to the quality issue, a few decent 
handhelds and a few 10 and 2-meter radios, but they didn’t 
understand the market; these are not mass-market items. 
 
They are closing stores in three “tranches”. Locally in the first 
tranche will be Hanes Mall, Northside and a store located on E. 
Hanes Mill Road. Again, so, so sad. 
 

Late Breaking News 
ARLB011 ARRL Seeks Member Input on Draft HF 
Band Plan Proposals 
 
The ARRL is asking members to comment by April 19 on 
possible changes to the League's HF Band Plans suggested 
by the HF Band Planning Committee. The survey is part of the 
committee's efforts to tweak the band plans for the 
RTTY/data/CW portions of 80 through 10 meters - excepting 
60 meters. The committee developed its suggested revisions 
to the voluntary band plans after reviewing some 400 member 
comments in response to a March 2014 solicitation that sought 
suggestions for using the spectrum more efficiently so that 
data modes may coexist compatibly. 
 
"The committee concluded that most of the concerns voiced by 
members could be addressed by modest adjustments to the 
existing band plans, and mainly by confining data modes with 
bandwidths greater than 500 Hz to the FCC-designated 
segments for automatically controlled digital stations (ACDS) 
and to parts of the RTTY/data subbands above those 
segments," ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ said.  His article 
detailing the committee's suggestions will appear in the April 
edition of QST. 
 
The proposed changes differentiate among ACDS, narrow 
RTTY/data modes having a bandwidth no greater than 500 Hz, 
and wider data modes having a bandwidth up to 2700 Hz. 
 
Band by Band Draft Recommendations are too involved to list 
here.  See www.arrl.org for details. 
 
 
The League has set up a web page to record members' 
preferences and comments at, http://www.arrl.org/bandplan . 
Those wishing to offer more detailed comments may e-mail 
ARRL at, bandplan@arrl.org . The comment deadline is April 
19. The HF Band Planning Committee will deliver its final 
report at the ARRL Board of Directors' July meeting. 
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