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FARC BREAKUP!!! 
FARC breaking into two clubs after 84 years! 

By Don WS4NC 
 
The older members (those over 60) in Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club have decided to form a schism 
and break away into their own club.  Membership is 
limited to those over 60 and they will be known as 
the Old Forsyth Amateur Radio Transmitting Society.  
Notice the use of the word “Transmitting”; receivers 
are not really necessary and are optional.  To be a 
member of the real older-members club you must 
have been a licensed ham for over 25 years and 
have passed your 60th birthday.   
 
Senior membership is available to those who hold a 
1X2 call and are of acceptable age.  1X3 calls are 
acceptable for basic membership.  Holders of 2x2 
calls are only offered junior membership.  2X1 calls 
are ineligible for membership as 2X1 calls are simply 
just against nature.  Owners of 2X3 calls may be 
allowed to speak on occasion (major holidays) if 
they show appropriate deference to their elders.  
Those under 60 may be considered for an 
accelerated membership if they have an especially 
adequate “less-than-progressive” attitude.   
 
Special consideration will be given to those who 
spend every night on the 75 meter band (or the 2-
meter band) explaining to anyone who doesn’t have 
a 1X2 call what is wrong with America, the world, 
religion, politics, codeless licensing or “young-uns”. 
Pointing out the shortcomings of others is a prized 
trait.  Some call that “bullying”, we call it “crowing”.  
Extra points are given when “special education” is 
offered to those with a KA4 through KK4 call, and if 
you identify at 45 minute, or preferably, far-less-
frequent intervals.  Special education includes 
explaining the demerits of incentive-licensing, how 
codeless licenses have ruined ham radio (even 
though the speaker hasn’t touched a key since 
1962) or how real radios need their plates dipped 
and glow in the dark.   
 

Membership in the Old FARTS is a special privilege 
and must be impressed upon every ham within 
listening distance at all times. 
 
Any hint of a cheerful nature may get you booted 
back to basic membership for a year.  
Demonstrating knowledge of a foreign language will 
get you banned.  Listening to NPR will get you 
banned.  Actually, listening to anyone is a weakness 
not to be encouraged.  Driving a car that gets more 
than 18 miles-per-gallon, or one that doesn’t have 
tail-fins will get you banned.  Ownership of an 
electric car may get you impaled. 
 
[Ed. Note:  This was written around January - during an after-hours discussion the 
following phrase surfaced “Forsyth Amateur Radio Transmitting Society.  Recent events 
had really nothing to do with this.  I used to enjoy April 1 but now that is a hard day for 
me – see the editorial.  I have noticed that if you throw a rock into a pack of dogs, the 
one that yelps is the one you hit.] 

 

1937 W4NC QSL Card VK2ABC 
by Don, WS4NC 

 

 
 
This 1937 card was recently acquired by Mike 
Mahan, W4WJA, and returned to the club.  Postmark 
June 6, 1937.  A 1960s fire in the club shack (the 
building seen in the QSL above) destroyed many of 
FARCs early records.  This is the first time I have 
seen this particular printing with this information on 
the back. W4NC detail from the back of the card: 
 
“80 Meters 6L6 xtal, 6L6 buffer, 211 final with 600 
Watts input, [can’t read part] Receivers  R.C.A. ACR 
136, National SW-3-AC.  Among the members of the 
Winston-Salem Radio Club, there are ORS, OPS, 

  April 1, 2015  
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AARS, PAM, RM and SCM of North Carolina.  The 
Gang sends 73’s and extends to you a cordial 
invitation to visit us anytime.  Winston-Salem Radio 
Club, Jack Coan W4CTP Opr.” 
 
Historical note from former broadcaster Dave 
Rawley N4XO: Jack Coan was the father of Jim 
Coan who was the first manager of WGHP TV-8 in 
High Point. 
 
The station worked was VK2ABC Fredrick J. Stirk, 
221 Gale Rd., Maroubra, Sydney, NSW, Australia 
during the DX contest on March 9, 1937.  RST 469. 

 
It is amazing to think that 
this card has been around 
the world and back in the 
nearly 78 years since the 
QSO.  The only picture I 
could find of an SW-3A 
receiver was one recently 

sold on eBay for $425 plus 
$33.74 shipping, about 
expected for a clean restored 
unit.  The RCA ACR 136 was 
a hot item in the late 1930s.  
It sold for $69.50 which 
doesn’t sound like so much 
until you realize that 
converting $69.50 in 1937 
dollars is $1,165.67 in 
today’s money.  The SW-3 
was a regenerative receiver, 

the ACR 136 was a super-
heterodyne with 5 tubes – 
one of those tubes was a 

rectifier, the others were single function tubes.  
Compare these receivers with any modern radio and 
communication with Australia today.  A clean 
restored ACR 136 today sells for about $400+ today, 
a parts/ugly one for ~$100. 
 
The transmitter was a 6L6 oscillator tube, followed 
by a 6L6 buffer and then a 211 transmitter tube.  600 
watts input power.  This was a seriously well 
equipped ham station of the day. 
 

The property on Bellview Street was sold around 
1970 for a mere $6000.  The reason it has to be sold 
was because the corporation was not set up 
correctly and one of the founding members died.  
The attorneys for the estate forced the sale of the 
land.  That area is part of Ardmore and next to Miller 
park.  The building that was the shack still stands 
today and is behind one of the houses that was later 
built on the property. 
 

 
 
March Program Review – 
 
SKYWARN training.  We try to offer SKYWARN 
training every two years.  It has been one of the 
most popular programs we offer and is attended by 
many outside our ham community.  Phillip Badgett 
from the National Weather Service (and also 
originally from Dobson, a local boy who “done 
good”) did a remarkable and entertaining job.  We 
greatly appreciate this valuable service that the 
NWS offers.  

HR-4969 The Amateur Radio Parity 
Act of 2014 has been reborn, as 
HR-1301The Amateur Radio Parity 
Act of 2015 

By Terry Brown, AK4D, 
Secretary, FARC 

 
The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015, HR1301, has 
been introduced in the US House of 
Representatives.  HR1301 is an updated version of 
HR4969 which was introduced in 2014. 
     
As with HR4969, HR1301 would help relieve a 
growing conflict.  The amateur radio population is 
growing in the United States, almost 740,000 of us 
in 2012 up from 683,000 in 2001.  However, also 
growing are living areas governed by Home Owner 
Association covenants, conditions and restrictions 
(CC&R’s).  Most CC&R’s prohibit any sort of outdoor 

Figure 1.  SW-3A 
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antenna intended for broadcasting and some 
actually prohibit broadcast antennas whether they 
are outdoors OR INDOORS.  
 
Some older information, but definitely showing an 
alarming trend is a Gallop Organization poll that 
found in 1999, four out of five housing starts over the 
past five to eight years were covered by CC&R’s, a 
growing trend over prior statistics.   So if you are not 
currently impacted by CC&R’s, the odds are high 
that you will be impacted if you relocate or perhaps 
buying a new home for the first time.  When my wife 
and I moved to Clemmons from Wilmington in 2008 
to help our aging parents nearby, EVERY home we 
viewed had some CC&R restrictions.  Our home is 
located in an area with the least amount of 
restrictions of all of the homes we looked at, but our 
CC&R’s still prohibit any sort of outdoor antenna 
other than a small satellite dish.   I have been lucky 
with my home at the top of a hill with a dipole 
located in my attic allowing communications on ten 
through twenty meters at lower wattage.  Forty meter 
communications can be done, but my attic space 
has limitations. 
 
Land use and CC&R restrictions that prohibit 
outdoor antenna systems are a huge threat to 
Amateur Radio emergency and public service 
communications.  Bottom line, an effective and 
efficient antenna is typically located outdoors and is 
critical to the success of Amateur Radio 
communications.   
 
HR1301 would direct the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to extend the rules of reasonable 
accommodation of Amateur Service communications 
to private land use restrictions.  Specifically, HR1301 
would require the FCC to amend the Part 97 
Amateur Service rules to apply the PRB-1 three part 
test Federal pre-emption policy to include Home 
Owner Association regulations and deed restrictions 
(CC&R’s).  Unless amended by HR1301 
requirements, PRB-1 will continue to only apply to 
state and local zoning laws and ordinances.  
 
Most importantly, HR1301 will ensure that every 
ham in the US, regardless of the community they live 
in, will have the opportunity to practice their 
avocation from their own homes without breaking 
any rules or fear of reprisal.  However, HR1301 
would not give Amateurs "carte blanche" to do 
whatever they wish erecting towers in every back 
yard.  But it would require Home Owner Associations 
and other private land use regulators to give 
Amateur Radio operators a seat at the HOA table 
and would extend reasonable accommodation in the 
erection of outdoor antennas. 
 
HR1301, The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015, 
was introduced by U.S. Representative Adam 
Kinzinger (R-IL) on 4 March initially with twelve co-
sponsors, seven Republicans and five Democrats.   

As of 25 March, a total of 29 Representatives out of 
the total of 435 members of the US House of 
Representatives are in support of HR1301, 19 
Republicans, 10 Democrats.  One co-sponsor is 
from North Carolina, Rep. David Price, but he 
remains the only one from North Carolina.   
 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL-16), Sponsor 
Rep. Dan Benishek (R-MI-1) 
Rep. Chris Collins (R-NY-27) 
Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT-2) 
Rep. Peter A. DeFazio (D-OR-4) 
Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-NY-16) 
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE-1) 
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ-11) 
Rep. Kay Granger (R-TX-12) 
Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO-6) 
Rep. H. Morgan Griffith (R-VA-9) 
Rep. Gregg Harper (R-MS-3) 
Rep. Joseph J. Heck (R-NV-3) 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY-3) 
Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R-KS-2) 
Rep. David P. Joyce (R-OH-14) 
Rep. Peter T. King (R-NY-2) 
Rep. Ann Kirkpartick (R-AZ-1) 
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ-7) 
Rep. Daniel Lipinski (D-IL-3) 
Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO-3) 
Rep. Grace F. Napolitano (D-CA-32) 
Rep. Pedro R. Pierluisi (D-PR) 
Rep. David E. Price (D-NC-4) 
Rep. Paul Tonko (D-NY-20) 
Rep. Tim Walberg (R-MI-7) 
Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-IN-2) 
Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT) 
Rep. Steve Womack (R-AR-3) 
 
HR 1301 has been referred to the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee. Representative Greg 
Walden, W7EQI (R-OR), chairs that panel's 
Communications and Technology Subcommittee, 
which will consider the measure. 
 
Many more cosponsors are needed.  Contact 
information is readily available for all 
Representatives and if needed, a sample letter is 
available on the ARRL website as well as other 
information and instructions to help with this effort.  
 

Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events 
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests, Club 
meetings, etc. 

By Don WS4NC 
 
[Ed. Note:  I’m trying to put together a calendar of NC ham events of FARC and general 
ham interest.  It is a real pain finding when and where events of ham interests are held.  
There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires 
digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), 
several magazines and other sources.  If you know of a correction or something that 
should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I know I am missing a 
number of NC clubs and NC (and big national) events that should be on the list.  With 
your help I can make this a more useful list including events in VA, SC and TN.] 

 
March 14-15:  Special Event Station :  Commemoration of the 
234th Anniversary of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, 1300Z-
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1900Z, N4G, Greensboro, NC. Greensboro Amateur Radio 
Association. 21.324 14.324 7.234 3.900. QSL. N4G -  GARA, PO 
Box 7054, Greensboro, NC 27417. Frequencies +/- QRM. Watch 
for spots on DXSUMMIT. www.n4g-gch.org  [Thanks to Karl, W4CHX, 
ARRL NC Section Manager] 
 
March 27-29  CQ WW WPX / SSB  
 
April 4  NC State Convention (43rd Annual RARS Fest Raleigh, 
NC) www.rars.org/rarsfest 
 
April 10-12 : Special Event Station: 68th Annual North Carolina 
Azalea Festival, 0000Z-2359Z, AC4RC, Wilmington, NC. Azalea 
Coast Amateur Radio Club. 14.225 14.035 7.225 7.035. 
Certificate and QSL. Via LoTW or direct to ACARC, PO Box 4044, 
Wilmington, NC 28406. SASE required. Paper certificates 
available for $4 or in PDF format at no cost. For more information  
www.qrz.com/db/ac4rc or www.ac4rc.org  [Thanks to Karl, W4CHX, 
ARRL NC Section Manager] 
 
April 13 FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red Cross 
on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 PM, 
meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
April 18  Catawba Valley Hamfest (Morganton, NC) 
www.cvhamfest.com 
 
April 20  FARC Board Meeting.  Our new meeting place is at 
Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
May ? CQ WW Foxhunting Weekend 
 
May 11  FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red Cross 
on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 PM, 
meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
May 18  FARC Board Meeting.  Our new meeting place is at 
Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
May 24  DurHamFest. For details see: 
http://www.dfma.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article
&id=295&Itemid=72 
 
May 29-31  CQ WW WPX / CW .  This is a biggie HF contest.  
The multipliers are the prefix of the station worked.  If your call 
has an unusual prefix this can make you very popular! 
 
Jun 7  30th Annual Firecracker Hamfest (Salisbury, NC) 
www.rowanars.org 
 
Jun 8  FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red Cross 
on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 PM, 
meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
Jun 13 Winston-Salem Hamfest  (Summit School, 2100 
Reynolda Rd) www.w4nc.com 
 
Jun 15  FARC Board Meeting.  Our new meeting place is at Hams 
located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
June 19-21   CQ WW VHF Contest. 
 
July 13  FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red Cross 
on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 PM, 
meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
July 15-17:  Special Event Station: Royal Rangers 2015 Camp-o-
Rama, 1500Z-2200Z, K4R, Browns Summit, NC. Royal Rangers. 
28.450 21.250 14.250 7.150. QSL. Steven R. Allen, 5691 Howell 
Dr, Dublin, VA 24084. Royal Rangers is a boys Ministry of the 
International Pentecostal Holiness Church and the Assembly of 
God Church. royalrangers1@verizon.net [Thanks to Karl, W4CHX, ARRL 
NC Section Manager] 

 
July 20   FARC Board Meeting.  Our new meeting place is at 
Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
July 24-26   CQ WW RTTY DX Contest.   

 
Jul 18  Mid-Summer SWAPFEST (Harold Ritter Park, Cary, NC) 
www.qsl.net/n4nc 
 
Jul 25  WCARS Hamfest (Haywood County Fairgrounds, 
Waynesville, NC) www.wcars.org 
 
August 8 : 17th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Swapfest, 
Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC, 
http://www.cfarsnc.org/ 
 
August 10  FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red 
Cross on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 
PM, meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
August 17   FARC Board Meeting.  Our new meeting place is at 
Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
September 5-6 : 59th Annual Shelby Hamfest/Roanoke Division 
Convention, Shelby Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC, see 
http://shelbyhamfest.org   
 
September 14  FARC General Membership Meeting  at the Red 
Cross on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  FCC exams at 6:20 
PM, meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
 
September 21   FARC Board Meeting.   Our new meeting place is 
at Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 
 
Sept 25-27  CQ WW DX / SSB.  This SSB contest is regarded as 
the Super Bowl of ham radio.  It is easy to work 100 countries 
during this contest and some of our members take this contest 
very seriously.  W4NC/W4WS has placed in the top ten here.  
Plans for this year are still open. 
 
Nov 27-29  CQ WW DX / CW.  The CW version of ham radio’s 
Super Bowl. 
 
Other Nearby NC Ham Club Meetings: 
 
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association:   Meets for  Dinner 
(optional) at 6:00pm  and the business meeting and program at 
7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ,  on 3330 Quebec 
Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, check 
http://www.dfma.org/ 
 

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society  General 
Meeting on second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially begins 
at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on the first 
Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 
6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, 
Raleigh 27612. 
 
3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society  usually held at Tex 
& Shirley's Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on 
Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates 
at http://www.w4gg.org/ 
 
4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio Association  Eat at 
6:30pm and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood & 
Steakhouse, 6108 West Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/ 
 
1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club , 
Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each 
month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill Drive (map 
it). For more details see:  http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2 
 
Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html 
 
Knightlites QRP Club  http://www.knightlites.org/ 
 
 
 



April, 2015 FARC Newsletter             Page 5 of 13 

April Program 
By Jim W4UX 

Monday, 13 April :  A presentation on Digital Mobile 
Radio (DMR) is scheduled  I hope to see everyone 
at the meetings, normally starting at 7:30, Red Cross 
Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, Winston-Salem.  Be 
sure to keep in touch with our website as meeting 
times or programs may be altered:  
http://www.w4nc.com 
 
Don't forget to put the Saturday, 13 June Classic 
Hamfest on your calendar!! 
 

Coax Question 
by Jim Winters, W4YF  

 
I’m using a fairly new, but used, piece of 
coax, about 30 feet long, and taking it off an 
HF antenna and going to use it on a dual 
band VHF/UHF antenna. I have already 
gone through the process of draining all the 
old RF out of it (the usual method, 
suspending it vertically for two complete 
daylight into night-time cycles, then using 
only downward strokes with a iron-powder 
doughnut from the top to the bottom while 
both the center conductor and shield braid 
are connected to ground), then once all the 
HF RF was effectively drained, I soldered a 
new PL259 on, (one was never removed), 
but I am left-handed and all I had was a 
right-handed soldering iron. Now I'm 
concerned that since one was put on with a 
left-handed soldering iron, there may be 
polarity issues. Will using an antenna tuner 
correct this? Thanks.  (From the Rowan 
Amateur Radio Society March Harmonics 
Newsletter) 
 

43rd ANNUAL RARSFEST 2015 /  
ARRL NC STATE CONVENTION  

By Karl, W4CHX 
ARRL NC Section Manager 

 

The 43rd Annual RARSfest 2015 / ARRL NC State 
Convention, sponsored by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society will be held on Saturday, April 4th , at 
the North Carolina State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue 
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC 27607.  The activities will 
include: forums and meetings; hamfest prizes, VE 
testing at 9:00 AM; QSL card checking; Special 
Event Station; hands-on construction project; new 
equipment dealers; and, the flea market.  For further 
information, see 
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/ 

 

More from the Way-Back Machine - 
W4NC History 

By Don WS4NC 
 

 
 

Saturday October 16, 1954  
Winston-Salem Journal 

By Roy Thompson 
Journal Reporter 

 
“Radio Commentator Morgan Beatty said early last night that 
Hurricane Hazel may be one of the most destructive storms in the 
nation’s history. 
 
And yet, he added, the loss of life has been remarkably light. 
 
He gave most of the credit for that to the highly accurate storm 
warning system and to the well-organized rescue work. 
 
As is always the case ham radio operators played a mojor role in 
relaying weather information, calls for help and news of the storm. 
 
Here in Winston-Salem, well removed from the fiercest blows of 
the storm, the hams quickly mobilized and stood ready should 
they be called.  
 



April, 2015 FARC Newsletter             Page 6 of 13 

Before 10 AM, at the request of civil Defense officials, Clyde 
Brewer was at the radio station of the Winston-Salem Amateur 
Radio Club (W4NC). 
 
And it was not long before he had a dozen volunteers on a list 
and ready to roll into the storm with mobile radio units. 
 
Thanks to the hams organizations here and elsewhere they soon 
formed an emergency network for which station K4NCG in Chapel 
Hill was the control station.  
 
The hams formed a wireless brigade across the storm-stricken 
Carolinas, and it was through them that vital information was 
relayed when other means of communication failed. 
 
Ham operators first told the stories of the storms first two fatalities 
in the Shallotte – Holden Beach – Southport area, where the 
National Guard was later summoned to protect against looting. 
 
When the storm hit Willington the hams spread the word that 
Carolina and Kure’s Beach were out of water and asking the army 
to send water-purifying equipment.   
 
Two mobile units in the Wilmington area discovered some people 
marooned in rising waters and helped to organize a rescue party. 
 
All this was done but not without difficulty.  The Wilmington ham 
kept leaving the air to replace a wind-displaced antenna, and 
reported at the height of the storm that his next-door neighbor had 
just lost the roof off his house.  
 
When the big blow approached Raleigh, a ham there reported the 
rapid fall of his barometer.  He said he had never seen it act up 
so.  Then he was silent.  When he came back on the air again he 
said that Raleigh officials were asking that residents go easy on 
their water consumption since there was danger of fire . . . that 
the roof had blown off the roof of a store in downtown Raleigh . . . 
that water pumps of the city were out of action . . . that trees were 
down all around his home. 
 
In Chapel Hill, control center of the emergency network, the 
operator stuck to his radio throughout the day and relayed 
requested information and calls for assistance.   
 
Later when the hurricane had passed, and the radio traffic had 
diminished, he reported that the storm had resulted in 
considerable damage in Chapel Hill too.  Most of it, he said, came 
from trees falling on parked cars. 
 
By early evening the hams of the Carolinas had the bulk of their 
work done. 
 
But many of them, like Larry Vickers, of 926 Avon Road (who kept 
the Journal informed of the latest Hazel news), stuck to their sets. 
 
To the north in Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York other hams 
were organizing their own networks to spread the word about 
Hazel.” 
 

w4nclive.com has been a project that Raymond WX5AAA has 
been doing for the club.  Unfortunately Raymond’s work schedule 
has been difficult lately.  We are hoping to bring this back soon. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
FCC Exams and FARC Membership 

 
Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL 
VEC Session Manager 

 
Allow me to offer all of March test-takers hearty 
congratulations on your Amateur License's and 
Upgrades: 
 
  PHILLIP C LONG  KM4IVX T   
 JEFFREY M LANSING  KM4BON  
 FRANCIS A LANSING  KM4CBQ 
 JAMES E RIBET  KW4HK 
 CHARLES R SMALL  KM4IVY 
 GEOFFREY C RUDY  KK4MOV 
 
I look forward to chatting with each of you on the air. 
 
For non-FARC members, if you took an FCC exam, 
either for a new license or an upgrade, you should 
have an attachment to your email for a free 
membership in FARC. Mark the form "New Ham-
TestDate" Once the form is completed, please scan 
and email to me.  
 
Exams are offered before the FARC general 
meeting and start at 6:15 PM in room 109 at the Red 
Cross building.  Pre-registration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.  Our biggest 
challenge continues to be convincing Upgrade 
candidates to bring a copy  of their license to exam 
sessions. A copy of your license must accompany 
the application to the FCC.  Any missing copy 
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
candidates.  Pre-registration is strongly suggested at 
info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  We try to accommodate 
walk-ins if we can.  Bring your original license, if you 
have one, two forms of ID, $12.00, and for License 
Upgrades, please assure: 
 
1.  That you bring your original license for viewing 
·AND 
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2.  That you provide a “Required” copy  of your 
license and successful completion forms 
(CSCE’s - if any) to accompany your FCC 
Upgrade application.   Please try to have those 
copies with you upon arrival. 
 
Exams are held at the general club meeting on 
second Mondays at the Red Cross starting at 6:20 
PM. 
 
FCC “PAPERLESS” AMATEUR RADIO 
LICENSE POLICY NOW IN EFFECT 

By Karl, W4CHX 
ARRL NC Section Manager 

 
As of February 17th, the FCC no longer routinely issues 
paper license documents to Amateur Radio applicants and 
licensees.  For further information, see  
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-paperless-amateur-radio-
license-policy-now-in-effect 
 

Amazon Smile Program 
Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way 
for FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon 
Smile link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 
purchases to FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it 
benefits the club.  Any thing you order has to be ordered 
from the Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, you 
forget to order through the smile program it will usually 
remind you.  Again it costs you nothing more.  Amazon is 
supporting legal 501c(3) organizations through this 
program.  Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com 
 
Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club Meeting— 9 March 2015 
 

By Terry Brown, AK4D, 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 

 
1.  Call to Order and Welcome:   Meeting was called to 

order by President Jerry Minor, K4GW, at 1915 hours, 15 minutes 
earlier than normal due to the length of the severe weather 
training.  He welcomed FARC members and visitors to the 
meeting, approximately 60 total. Each person in the room 
introduced themselves stating their name and callsign.     
 

2.  Announcements/Club Business:   Due to the 
anticipated length of the meeting, no business items were brought 
up in the main meeting.  
 

3.  National Weather Service Severe Weather 
Training:   Phillip Badgett from the National Weather Service 
Raleigh office did severe weather training for meeting attendees.  
The presentation consisted of many power point slides, some text 
only, some with photos and some with embedded video 
explaining the theory of severe weather phenomena, cloud 
shapes, what to look for, what and when to report observed-on-
the-ground conditions and how to safely seek shelter from severe 
weather events, whether at home or outside.  Mr. Badgett 
answered many questions from meeting attendees.  He closed 
out with slides that tested how much attendees learned on 
identification of cloud types and ground observations of what 
could appear to be tornados.  He also passed out paperwork to 
attendees for registration as a trained severe weather observer.    
 

4.  Meeting Adjourned:   Meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 2145 hours. 
 

5.  Names of Attendees:   The following is a listing of 
meeting participants who signed the attendance list or who were 
recognized and did not sign the list: 
Don Edwards-WS4NC; David Ramsey-KJ4OIL; Steve Patterson-
WA3RTC; Van Key-KC4WSK; Bob Gusek-NC4RG; David Shoaf-
KC4X; Terry Brown-AK4D; Steven Mierisch-KG4JWU; John 
Kippe-K1PPE; Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL; Jerry Minor-K4GW; Gib 
Scott-W4AJI; Tony Poindexter-KD4MMQ; Melissa Hall-W4RXG; 
David McDonald-N5WNB; Daryl Knight-KK4ZCO; Dave Lambe-
K4ICK; Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ; Randy Tompson-NC4RT; Ray 
Purdom-K4ZGV; Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT; Ken Pomeroy; Preston 
L. Hunt, Jr.; Christopher W. Redmond; Bo Bodenhamer-W4HTZ; 
Jeff Morison; Neal Pruitt-WD4LSS; Bill Plyer-W4EH; Carin 
DePuy; Mary DePuy; Judson Davis-KG4OHQ; Bruce Bailliff-
WB4QCM; Mark Siepak-KJ4VSM; Andrew Gusek-NC4AG; Bill 
Kilpatrick; Fred Horton-NA4P; Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV; Bill Starkey-
N4WWS; Gene Bowman-WB4MSG; Nathan Harmon; Jim 
Register-KV4SJ and KC LaComa. 
 

6.  Special Board-of-Directors Meeting :  A meeting 
was held with attending FARC Board of Director attendees on 
repeater issues.  Issues had been noted on repeater users not 
abiding by FCC regulations on required callsign identification at 
least every ten minutes, inappropriate language and inappropriate 
discussions, interference, jamming, rebroadcast of snippets of 
radio or television audio and other issues.  A discussion was held 
pertaining to our tracking and identification of the offenders.  It 
was agreed to prepare a statement listing infractions and a 
paragraph on proper repeater usage and etiquette.  The 
statement was to be furnished to the Vagabond Net control 
operator for reading the next day.  It was also agreed to bring 
down the repeater following the Vagabond Net for a few days, to 
keep it down periodically except for the ARES net on Thursday 
night. 
 

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club - Business Meeting—16 March 2015 

 
By Terry Brown (AK4D) 

Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
 
1.  Attendees:   Fifteen attendees:  Jerry Minor-K4GW, Terry 
Brown-AK4D, Don Edwards-WS4NC, Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, 
Bob Gusek-NC4RC, Andrew Gusek-NC4AG, John Kippee-
N0KTY, Jim Atkins-W4UX, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Gene 
Bowman-WB4MSG, Steven Mierisch-KG4GWU, Dale Mierisch-
WB9SZL, David McDonald-N5WNB, Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ, and 
Jeff Rudy-KK4MOV.   
 
2.  Call to Order:   Meeting, at Ham’s Restaurant, 414 South 
Stratford Road, Winston-Salem, was called to order by President 
Jerry Minor at 2006 hours.  Arrangements have been made to 
hold future FARC business meetings at Ham’s Restaurant on the 
third Monday night of each month at 1930 hours.  Meetings will be 
held in the side room with glass walls separating it from the large 
eating room.   
 
3. Meeting Topics:   
 a.  Treasurers Report:   Henry Heidtmann stated that 
the club balance was $4759.89 prior to adding in recent 
membership renewals and deducting minor expenses.   
 b.  Future Meeting Topics:   A presentation on Digital 
Mobile Radio (DMR) presentation by K4NWJ, Nathan Jackson is 
planned. 

c.  Field Day Preparation :  Hobby Park has been 
reserved for Field Day activities on 27-28 June. A motion to have 
Doc Holliday serve as Field Day Coordinator was made, 
seconded and approved by attendees.  Doc stated that many 
volunteers will be needed. 

d.  Charles Robbins, N4CHR:   It was noted that 
Charles Robbins, II-N4CHR had a heart attack and was in 
recovery at Forsyth Memorial.  
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e.  Arduino Class:   The previously announced date of 
the next Arduino session of 28 March conflicts with the Pilot 
Mountain Payback event.  An additional conflict was noted with 
the following weekend (Easter Weekend).  A possible date will be 
11 April. 
 

f.  Sauratown Repeater Issues and Discussion 
(submitted by Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, Technical Chai rman): 
 
A Special Board-of-Directors Meeting was held with attending 
FARC Board of Director attendees on repeater issues.  Issues 
had been noted on repeater users not abiding by FCC 
regulations. These issues include, but are not limited to the 
following: 
• Required call sign identification at least every ten minutes. 
• Inappropriate language and inappropriate discussions. 
• Interference and jamming. 
• The rebroadcast of snippets of radio or television audio and 

other issues. 
A discussion was held pertaining to our tracking and identification 
of offenders who have violated FCC Rules, have been jamming or 
interfering with repeater operations. It was agreed to initially, 
“register” this information, and maintain it on file in the FARC BOD 
files. In the event of future violations, the FARC BOD will execute 
the necessary actions required to curtain these FCC violations. 
 
It was also agreed to prepare a statement listing infractions and a 
paragraph on proper repeater usage and etiquette (ed. Reference 
A below). This statement was to be furnished to the Vagabond 
Net control operators, “to host the reading of our FARC BOD 
announcement” the next day.  
 
(Note: Please note the Vagabond net was not identified as 
repeater abusers, but rather, we chose to have, our well-
respected partners, the Vagabond Net, deliver this FARC BOD 
announcement since the net has a wide listener base.) 
 
It was also agreed to bring down the repeater following the 
Vagabond Net for a several days, and to keep it down periodically 
except for the Vagabond Net and ARES net on Thursday night. 
 
Reference A:  Announced on the 3/10/2015 Vagabond net: 
 
“The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Board of Directors (FARC-
BOD) has observed over a period of the last 5 weeks, that a 
select group of Radio Operators have been abusing their repeater 
privileges. 
 
They have freely, and without regard, violated FCC rules and 
regulations, broached inappropriate subjects, used profanity, and 
operated, well outside the realm of a Good Radio Amateur. 
 
Actions of this select group do not set a good example for our 
new hams, nor do they promote good will or fellowship among the 
majority of amateur operators that follow FCC rules and 
regulations, and as well as those who listen to the FARC 
repeaters. 
 
The FARC BOD will not tolerate this type of abuse on its 
repeaters.  So consequently, effective today, until the actions of 
this select group are curtailed and resolved; Except for the 
Vagabond Net, the ARES net, and selected periods, the 145.47 
repeater will be shut down and unavailable to all Radio 
Amateurs.” 
 

g.  Yaesu Program:   Reference paragraph 3.i from the 
minutes of 17 February FARC business meeting.  Dale Mierisch 
reported that the FARC application for a Yaesu repeater had been 
accepted.  Due to the popularity of the program, Yaesu is running 
about two months behind in providing repeater boards.  Dale was 
also inquiring about the possibility of getting a second unit via the 
program. 

h.  FARC Hamshack Needs:   Attendees discussed 
what was needed to finish the upgrades to the club hamshack.  
Gene Bowman stated that two filter boxes costing approximately 
$600 each will be needed to finish the work to help protect and 
coordinate which antenna and band were being used by each of 
the two new K3 transceivers. Gene will give a talk at the next club 

meeting on the need for the filters and then a vote will be held to 
get the purchase approval from attending club members.  Further 
discussion was held on the additional cabinet work that needs to 
be done.   

i.  June Hamfest :  President Jerry Minor stated that 
hamfest chairman David Shoaf was unable to attend the meeting, 
but was requesting any suggestions for improving and operating 
the hamfest held on Saturday, 13 June at Summit School. 
 
4.  Meeting Adjournment:   Motion was made, seconded and 
meeting was adjourned at 2055 hours.  
 

Arduino Workshop 
& Future Technical Saturday Workshops 

By Bob, NC4RG 
 

Due to scheduling problems with Hamfests, ARES events 
and Bob’s schedule we will not have a Arduino workshop 
until April – exact date not set yet. 
 
There has been discussion about what our project boxes 
will ultimately become.  An antenna analyzer is the main 
goal but we may go to a VNA.  Here's one Arduino vna in 
Italian: 
 
http://qrpitalia.jimdo.com/vna/vna-arduino/ 
 
And this looks pretty cool: 
 
http://www.hanssummers.com/qrssarduino 
 
Many in the group ordered one of the quadcopters, which 
are in and have been largely distributed. 
 
Today at lunch we learn that there is an important step 
that everyone should complete before using their 
quadcopter. It has to do with the 'mode' the radio is 
in.  There are two modes for RC controls that determine 
what the sticks do. 
 
Mode 1 - Mostly used in Europe, the throttle and tilt left 
and right is on the left stick, the right stick has tilt forward 
and back, and rotate left and right. 
 
Mode 2 - Used in the USA, the throttle and rotate left and 
right are on the left stick, the right stick has tilt forward, 
back and tilt left and right. 
 
By default the quadcopter is set for mode 1.  To change it 
to mode 2 here are the steps. 
 
1. Turn on the quadcopter, the lights will first flash very fast, then 
start flashing slower.  Once they are flashing slower go to the next 
step.  
 
2. On the controls below the right hand stick there are four 
buttons.  Top, bottom left and right.  Press and hold the right 
button while turning the power on. 
 
3. Then you can move the throttle up to full, then down to stop 
and the lights on the quadcopter should stop flashing and now it's 
'armed' and ready to fly.  You have to do this each time you fly, it 
keeps the quadcopter from unexpectedly taking off when you turn 
the transmitter on by forcing you to move the throttle so it's at idle 
when it connects. 
 
That's it!! 
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Arduino RTC Follow-up 
By Steve, WA3RTC 

 
Two weeks ago I wrote that I had installed a RTC (real 
time clock) in my Arduino class project. I had a problem 
with the unit keeping time if I removed power. After 
searching the internet, it appears the problem was with the 
backup battery I used. 
  
The banggood’s “Tiny RTC I2C AT24C32 DS1307 Real 
Time Clock Module Board For Arduino” was designed to 
use a rechargeable Li battery. I had used a CR2032 which 
I had on hand but it is not rechargeable. I replaced it with 
an LIR2032 and now has my clock keeps good time even 
when unplugged. At least for the last 24 hours as I got the 
new batteries yesterday. I bought 2 of the LIR2032’s from 
“TheBatterySupplier.Com” last Sunday afternoon (2/22) for 
$3.99 total and no shipping charge. I received 
them Friday (2/27) via USPS. 
  
The biggest difference I noticed between the two cells was 
the CR2032 is a 3V battery while the LIR2032 is a 3.6V 
battery. I think the 0.6V makes a big difference. One of the 
internet references indicated that when using a CR2032, it 
actually blew up. It’s a small battery so only a small 
explosion. 
  
Nwxt item for my DDS_VFO:  Just got the IR device 
mounted, and it seems to be working well. Looking to 
teach the DDS_VFO about several IR controllers I have 
found lying around. 
 

The Buffalo are Still Roaming . . .  
��������	�
��

�

�
[Editor’s notes:  James, AE7AX, who moved out west some years 
ago continues to build really interesting gizmos. His wife, Debbie, 
KF5CJF, just finished re-doing the club website as her project in a 
web design course she took at the University of 
Wyoming.  Google Cheyenne Amateur Radio Club.   
 
About a year ago I started the layout for an IQ receiver that was 
published in the March, 1999 QST.  It looks like James had the 
same idea and very professionally executed.]  He writes: 
 

“Amateur radio-wise ... for several weeks I have been 
working on a Binaural I-Q Receiver (QST March 1999) ... I 
have all of the electronics built ... just need to put it all 
together.  I am shielding everything very well ... anxious to 
give it a try.  Lately I have actually been on the air doing 
some Morse code on 30 meters and 40 meters ... it has 
been a blast ... brings back great memories of when I first 
got my Novice license in 1972 ... no money back then ... 
homebuilt direct conversion receiver/transmitter and a few 

40 meter crystals and a dipole antenna.  Sometimes 
simple is very good.   
 
 
I Went to a local hamfest last month and the prize for the 
day was a Wandel Goltermann AT-463 (SPM-6) Selective 
Level Meter (50 Hz through 18.6 MHz) with manual and 
service schematics for $27.  Works fine.  With a small 
audio amplifier it is a great receiver.  The only difficulty is 
that the IF bandwidth has only two settings (400 Hz and 
1.74 KHz).  With the schematics I have located where I 
could make a change to open it up a little ... to 6 KHz I 
hope.  Have you ever done this before??  Anyway just 
wanted to give you a holler.  Attached is a photo of my 
project.  Later. 

 
James AE7AX 

 
P.S.  The buffalo are still roaming and the antelope are still 
playing ... and it is stinking cold !!!�
 

John Huffman – W4IRE 
By Don WS4NC 

I consider John Huffman to be one of my trusted Elmers 
from whom I learned much when I first met him about 
1970.  I was invited into his home and even allowed the 
use of his valuable Heathkit Frequency Counter to zero-in 
some crystals on my two-meter handheld.   
 
Sadly John’s attendance at FARC functions became fewer 
and fewer as his health went down.  The last time I saw 
him was a few years ago and he walked slowly and with 
great uncertainty.  I enquired, through Melissa, W4RXG, 
about John and Melissa reported back that John has 
difficulty communicating these days.  I want John to know 
that I appreciate his kindness and generosity to a young 
ham long ago. I am not the only one. Others have 
expressed the same feelings and special regard for John. 
He always set an example of dignity, humility and respect 
for others that I will always regard as the standard of a real 
gentleman.  I am not the only one. We will always consider 
him a member, dues or not.  I miss seeing him and I hope 
he is doing better.  John’s wife Frances wrote us this past 
January: 
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Little Lamps 
By Don, WS4NC 

 
 
Several times I’ve had to look up the following list when 
repairing older gear.  The color of the bead determines the 
current requirements.  In the 1920s and early 1930s they 
were just referred to by the bead color – the numbers 
came later.  The most common bulbs are 47 and 44. The 
bulbs have positive temperature vs resistance 
characteristics meaning as the temperature goes up the 
resistance goes up.  
 
One use for these bulbs was as a constant current source 
for battery charging since the current was about the same 
as the requirements for NiCads. Fortunately we don’t use 
many NiCads these days as technology has improved. 
Bulbs were also sometimes used as fuses.  The long-
running Yaesu FT-101, among others, used a lamp in 
series with the antenna as a fuse to protect the front end 
of the radio.   
 
Probably the brightest (sorry) use of this characteristic was 
by Bill Hewlett.  He designed the prototype for what 
eventually would be called the HP Model 200A audio 
oscillator as a thesis subject while working toward his 
electrical engineering degree at Stanford University in 
1938. The Model 200A would become HP's first product 
and the basic circuit was used for decades, even as HP 
changed from tube to transistors to ICs.   
 
Hewlett used a small light bulb in the negative feedback 
circuit to achieve what was then really low distortion and 
stable output over a wide frequency range.  The small light 
bulb is set to be partially on. If the oscillator's signal 
strength becomes stronger or weaker, the light bulb turns 
on more or less to cancel the unwanted variations. This 
allows the oscillator to maintain a nearly constant output 
and low distortion over its designed operating range. 
 
 
 
 Lamp  Volts Amps Candle  Bead Base Bulb Fig 
 No    Power  Color  Type 
 40 6.3 0.12 0.5 Brown Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 40-A 6.3 0.15 0.5 Brown Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 41 2.5 0.5 0 0.5 White Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 42 3.2 0.500 .75 Green Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 43 2.5 0.5 0 0.5 White Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 44 6.3 0.25 0.8 Blue Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 45 3.2 0.5 0  0.75 Green Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 46 6.3 0.25 0.8 Blue Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 47 6.3 0.15 0.5 Brown Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 48 2.0 0.06 - Pink Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 49 2.0 0.06 - Pink Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 - 2.1 0.12 - White Miniature Screw T-3¼ 1 
 49-A 2.1 0.12 - -  Miniature Bayonet T-3¼ 2 
 50 7.5 0.21.0  White Miniature Screw G-3½ 4 
 51 7.5 0.21.0  White Miniature Bayonet G-3½ 5 
 - 6.5 0.41.5  White Miniature Screw G-4½ 3 
 55 6.5 0.41.5  White Miniature Bayonet G-4½ - 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don 
by Don, WS4NC 

 
I actually live for the April edition of the Newsletter.  I hope 
you enjoyed (or at least realized they were) April Fools’ 
articles.  Sadly parts of my “Breakup” article, which were 
meant in humor and written months ago, are too close to 
recent real life.  On one of his visits here, Riley, K4ZDH, 
remarked “I’m not sure how you guys do this.  If I travel to 
a county where there are three hams – there will be two 
radio clubs . . . and they don’t talk to each other.”   
 
We are very blessed to have maintained a close fellowship 
for so many years.  It benefits us in ways that are not 
always apparent.  Nurturing a diversity of interests benefits 
us all.  When the owners of a local TV station enforced 
their ownership of the rights of a certain high mountain 
near Winston-Salem they allowed FARC to keep our 
repeater site when all other ham operations, and many 
nonhams, were removed from their property.  (Yes there 
are some other ham repeaters on private property there, 
but not on the top of the mountain.)  We were prepared to 
make a presentation to keep our site but WXII told us 
none was needed. The reasons we given were: 
 
1) We are a real IRS 501c3 organization,  
 
2) We have been around continuously since 1930,  
 
3) We maintain a top-notch world-class HF station that can be 
used for emergencies.  
 
4) W4NC used that station to keep around-the-clock running 
health-and-welfare messages for four days after the Mexico City 
earthquake.  WXII advertised this and paid all the long distance 
phone charges (a considerable expense and not free at the time),  
 
5) We have provided emergency communications support for 
many hurricanes including Hazel (yup, a long time ago), Floyd 
and Andrew among others,  
 
6) We keep packed and ready to go HF equipment for any new 
emergencies (it is not just for Field Day!),  
 
7) We maintain an emergency generator for use by the Red Cross 
(and you thought it was just for Field Day!),  
 
8) Through ARES we provide support for so many community 
organizations such as MS runs, bike races such as Tour-to-
Tanglewood and other non-profit organizations.   
 
9) We provide classes and training on amateur radio and other 
subjects. And,  
 
10) FARC has real liability insurance, which is one of our major 
expenses.1   
 
These were the issues expressed by Henry Hunt, then 
Chief Engineer for WXII. None of these 10 things by 

                                                 
1 If a member does something bone-headed it should be covered 
for negligence and liability issues.  If you are not a member and 
you do something bone-headed at an FARC event, coverage on 
your personal negligence isn’t that clear, the insurance is 
protection for FARC, the officers and the members.  It is a major 
expense and you should do your part by being part of the Club.  
For the repeaters and for every event we hold at a public or 
private location the first thing we are told is “show us the 
insurance.” 
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themselves justifies our continued enjoyment of the 
privileges we have.  Together we have made a positive 
impression on the overall community.  But a little bit of bad 
behavior by a few can jeopardize all the privileges we 
have.  Several members have been increasingly 
concerned with some happenings on our wide-coverage 
repeater, 145.47.   
 
Failure to identify  at FCC required intervals has been a 
concern and it has been quietly mentioned to a few.  Don’t 
misunderstand – nobody is listening with a stopwatch and 
going to jump on you if it has been 12 or 13 minutes.  But 
conversations that go on for 45 minutes without an ID are 
a concern. It happens a lot and this is a generic warning 
to all  to please be a little more observant. 
 
Recently salty language  used was totally beyond the 
pale.  It was provoked, but that is no excuse. We have 
been fortunate to have a number of young hams recently 
join our ranks, from 6 to 13 years old.  We keep hoping 
that we will reach a critical-mass of young hams; that way 
they can draw support and inspiration from each other. 
However if some parents had heard the language used 
recently those parents would have pulled the radios from 
their children’s hands.  It should not have to be said that 
the language used over the air should be such that it can 
be said in front of your 8-year-old niece. 
 
Bullying?   Picking on another person only points out how 
small, petty, unsophisticated and lame the bully is.  We all 
have challenges in life, and not all of us have the same 
abilities.    To expand your own ego at the expense of 
another is just cowardly and small-minded.  Piling on is 
even more cowardly; it takes a strong, self-assured and 
confident person to step in and stop bullying.  When you 
pile on, or even by your silence, it not only means you lack 
those positive qualities but that you are also petty and 
unsophisticated as well. 
 

Some years ago I 
became the guardian 
of a troubled 16-year 
old young man.  He 
had been through a 
lot; bullying and 
serious abuse key 
among those issues.  
He had attempted 

suicide twice before I 
became his guardian. 
None of you who met 

him know his story, out of respect for him I kept the details 
to myself.  At 26 years old, on April 1, 2007, his demons 
overcame him and he finally did commit suicide in front of 
his mother, his sisters and a 10-year-old nephew that 
adored him.  I spent more than a year every single day  
dealing with one or another of his tearful and despairing 
family, especially his mother and grandmother. All I could 
give them was an ear to listen and a shoulder to cry on. 
The impact on all of us was deep and none of us will ever 
be over it.  I can’t begin to go into all the pain here; even 
putting this much into writing is hard.  April 1, 2007 began 
with cold, heartless words spoken years before. 
 
The bullying that I was told about on 145.47 sounds 
almost exactly like what he told me of one of his main 
antagonizers.  I did meet the man and he was a jerk.  I did 
not hear the 145.47 bullying.  But I did hear that same 

person on the repeater a few days later discussing how 
someone (I don’t know to whom he was referring) should 
commit suicide - in the coldest, most heartless, in-human 
terms.  The callousness and disregard for others 
expressed made me lose all respect that I had for the 
persons involved.  All of them.  It made me angry and it 
brought back a lot of pain and grief. 
 
I can tell you that the speaker never personally dealt with 
someone close who committed suicide.  The pain and 
horror of suffered by those who were near my foster son 
will never go away.  He so very much wanted love and 
acceptance but he could not see it was all around him 
because of the crude and loud-mouth voices of a few 
people of hate.  Many, but not all, of those voices were 
planted years earlier but never went away inside his head.  
That is the thing with words, as Kipling said they can not 
be taken back2. 
 
Sadly I did respect these hams before I heard this.  They 
made their comments in public.  I’ll make my comments 
here and in public. I do have the grace not to mention the 
names and calls of those involved in that discussion. 
 
Yes, I had thought to tell those involved, especially the 
ringleader3 but from what I heard they would not be 
receptive.  And my pain is very strong and personal here – 
it might make me say things in pain and anger that are 
hard to take back.  I refuse to fall to those depths. 
 
When the actions of a few jeopardize the rights of all of us 
all we felt swift, clear communication that we cannot allow 
this had to be taken.  Except for the times of the daily 
Vagabond Net and the ARES Net we shut the 145.47 
repeater down.  For how long no decision was made at the 
time.  At this point it is back on the air, but that decision is 
up for review after the publication of this editorial. 
 
We felt that all of us had to suffer for the actions of a few, 
because the peril of inaction had to be clear, immediate 
and swiftly applied.  Some of those who were involved, 
and some who thought they may have been involved, 
made public apologies over 145.47.  I thank them for their 
grace and humility.  They deserve respect for taking 
responsibility. The one who was mainly responsible only 
made the most oblique and really unapologetic 
acknowledgement and that was on another repeater.   
 
If we allow the situation to continue all of us could lose one 
of FARC’s main treasures.  We have been allowed the 
145.47 location mainly because of all  the good things we 
do; just keeping a wide-coverage repeater because that 
alone is a good thing is insufficient. The 145.47 repeater 
sits on the top of one of the highest points between Atlanta 
and Washington, DC.  We could move the repeater, but 
we could never replace its location. 
 
On the street corner you have freedom of speech.  Over a 
repeater you do not – it is under the control of the owners 
of that repeater.  The FCC and the courts have affirmed 
this.  When this kind of behavior is perpetrated the 

                                                 
2 “words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind. 
Not only do words infect, ergotise, narcotise, and paralyse, but 
they enter into and colour the minutest cells of the brain” from ‘A 
Book of Words, Surgeons and the Soul’ by Rudyard Kipling. 
3 I use that term for lack of a better or less pejorative term, I don’t 
mean this in the pejorative sense; it is just my lack of ability to find 
a better descriptive word. 

http://www.thestarlitecafe.com/poems/105/poe
m_91217100.html 
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licenses of multiple people are at risk: the instigator, 
FARC’s, the Club Trustee, the control operators and 
possibly those of other parties in the QSO. If this kind of 
tastelessness, mistreatment of others and poor judgment 
continues or, heaven forbid accelerates, the needed steps 
will be taken.  But we hope that the issue rights itself 
without any further intervention. If it does accelerate my 
personal vote would be that we take 145.47 off the air as 
long as necessary – even permanently if misbehavior 
continues.  I sincerely hope it does not come to that  
 
 
There was a time when certain subjects were just taboo 
on ham radio.  I was told these in absolute and uncertain 
terms by several Elmers when I was a teenage ham in the 
1960s. Religion, politics and sex were among those 
subjects.  While we Americans enjoy freedom of speech, 
not everyone in the world has that freedom.  On the HF 
bands even mild discussions of politics or religion can 
cause serious endangerment to hams of some countries; 
you would not do that intentionally.  You just don’t 
endanger others.  Today’s world is a lot less restrictive in 
some ways but that doesn’t mean anything goes.  Now 
that Echolink allows anyone in the world to check in we 
probably need to consider, at the very least, their feelings 
as well.  And we have more than a few new young users 
that do not need to hear abuse or certain language at all. 
 
 
While US political and religious discussions on US 
repeaters are not likely to endanger others, you must 
realize that whether you are Republican, Democrat, 
Libertarian, Socialist, Communist, Anarchist, or UFO-
Conspiracist, (or, on the religious side: Methodist, Baptist, 
Buddhist, Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, Jewish, Hassidic, 
Moravian, Deist, Muslim, Sunni, Shia,  Ahmadiyyan, 
Zoroastrianism, Yazdânism, Ahl-e Haqq, Gnosticism, 
Mandaeism, Manichaeism, Jannist, Hindu, UFMCC, 
Shamanistic, Hassidic, Pentecostal, Sufist, Daoist, 
Mormon, Shinto, Australian Aboriginal, Austronesian, 
Native American, Afro-centric, Confucianism, Sikh, Baha’i, 
Flying Spaghetti Monster or practice Polytheistic 
Reconstructionism)4 you may have a right to your opinion 
but there are going to be people who strongly disagree 
with you.   
 
 
While it may appear there are many of like mind here, 
some of those who are offended just tune away.  Yes, 
there have been a few complaints over the years, none 
recently. I have dealt with a few. Just know that silence is 
not consent.  Short spiritual (or political) comments and 
references are OK, but long spirited religious or political 
discussions are not. Please have those discussions 
somewhere else. 

                                                 
4 I had to insult someone here, either by listing, failing to list, 
recognizing by listing, listing one group too close to another, not 
listing some group first, listing some group late, misspelling, or by 
grouping one group near another, or some other slight.  I humbly 
apologize in advance.  This was in way intended to mock or to 
minimize complex and profound subjects.  The point here is that 
there is much violent disagreement about spiritual subjects in this 
world, just listen to the news.  We should not add to the violent 
disagreement part.  Spiritually I feel we should place emphasis on 
areas where we can agree, not fight about areas where we 
disagree.  Please practice the words of a common Middle Eastern 
greeting – “Peace be upon you.”  And if something spiritual is said 
that bothers you, please accept that it was meant to inspire and 
uplift, not to be offensive. 

Let me (and FARC) be very clear about one thing.  This 
was not  in any way directed at the Vagabond Net.  We 
treasure the Vagabond Net  and feel that it symbolizes 
one of the best uses of our resources.  The Vagabonds 
allow for, and even nurture, a sense of community and 
fellowship over a very wide area.  For some of the 
Vagabond’s members the opportunity to reach out and 
communicate with others is a precious thing - something 
that should be treasured and nurtured.  It has become a 
source of comfort and inspiration to young and old alike. 
The Vagabonds respect all who come their way. We 
strongly support that.  That is why the repeater was left on 
for the Vagabond Net. 
 
 
The way the Vagabond Net is conducted is highly 
professional and does great credit to the Net and its 
members.  It is professional, efficient, and maintains quick, 
fair communication and everyone get their chance.  All the 
net controllers are well polished but the recent one I 
listened to closely was conducted by Rick WO8L.  Very 
nice job, Rick for your professionalism, good management 
and taste.  Kathy, Bryce and Mike and all the other Net 
controllers also do a really stellar job.  No, I am not a 
Vagabond, only because I am not that chatty over the air 
and I am generally busy at Net times.  I do listen almost 
every day and strongly support what the Vagabonds do. 
 
 
Lastly, there is a different issue that needs some 
addressing. Transmitters all have specific signatures.  
With today’s technology even very short 1-second 
transmissions can be identified.5  There are a couple of 
troublemakers who are not as anonymous as they think 
they are.  Keep it up; the evidence continues to mount and 
we will file on this if it continues.  I know that sounds 
paranoid-schizophrenic but it isn’t. It is just a warning to 
all  that it is being watched and measured. Generally when 
you hear interference on the air, do not comment on it in 
anyway. 
 
Please accept that this editorial expresses only my 
opinion; early drafts of it have been read by Officers and 
those who attend business meetings and I accepted their 
input and I hope that I have accurately expressed all 
opinions of those who commented. The general theme 
has been done at the request of the Board of Directors - 
but any blame lies on me alone.  Some subjects have 
taken some time for us to address publicly and may not be 
due to recent events – but I felt I needed to cover all 
comments and complaints about the use of FARC 
repeaters, even if some are dated.  Recent events speak 
for themselves, rather poorly for all of us I might add. I 
apologize for this editorial’s length but I don’t have the 
time or skill to be more succinct.  Now let us all just move 
on to better things. 
 

By Don, WS4NC 
FARC Newsletter Editor 

 

                                                 
5 Some of the transmitter characteristics that are actually fairly 
easy to measure:  signal level, slight frequency differences from 
center frequency, transmitter onset time, PLL ringing and settling 
time, modulation characteristics such as deviation, compression 
and background noise.  There are other measurements.  Once we 
have one ID that transmitter can be identified virtually every time. 
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