
December 7 FARCAnnual Dinner
(DATE CHANGE -FIRST MONDAY!)

River Ridge Tap House, Clemmons, NC.
Everyone is invited and the time of the meeting is
6:30. Take 421 West from Winston-Salem to the
Lewisville Exit and go left at the top of the ramp.
Cross over 421 and RRTH will be on your far right
just after 421.

The next FARC Meeting will be at
Hamm’s Restaurant at Thruway Shopping Center
Monday, 14 December at 7:00 pm.

Business

November Program

January, 2016 FARC Meeting
Homebrew Show-&-Tell!

Review of Basic DX-ing

Jim Atkins W4UXVP (and President-Elect!) presented an
overview of basic Dxing at the November meeting. This was
aimed toward the newer hams who have been licensed in the
past few years but proved interesting to all.
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THE STRANGE POWER OF THE
GLASS DOOBIES (and other mysteries)

by WB1GFH

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED ON THE TITANIC

The fantastic power of the doobies is known to but
a select few. Legend has it that the most sought-
after examples were RCA president David
Sarnoff's personal set of jade-green pyrex
insulators, which were said not only to have been
responsible for his receiving the TITANIC's
distress signals, but to have pulled in the
squawkings of distant galaxies!

Silent Keys - WA4UPN-SK &
KQ4UO-SK

Former FARC President Don Johansson WA4UPN-
SK has died; he was 88 years old. Don was
president of FARC in 1980 and was very active in the
club in the 1960s and 1970s. Don worked for both
Western electric and for Carolina Medical
Electronics. Don published some articles in Ham

Not so on the ill-fated
TITANIC. The 6-wire,
f l a t - t o p a n t e n n a
installed by the Marconi
Company had hard
rubber insulators at its

Be building something! Most years
our annual HB Show-&-Tell is in
November but that was postponed
due to a scheduling conflict. What
that means is that you have a couple
of extra months to polish up that
project you have been working on
and show it off



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on
Knollwood Street. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2015 are:

President:  Jerry Minor, K4GW
Vice-President:  Jim Atkins, W4UX

Secretary: Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann W2DZO

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  “Doc” Holliday, WB4QIZ
Arduino Workshop:  Bob Gusek, NC4RG

All content is Copyright 2015, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Either that or the spork.

FCC Exams Report
and FARC Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Allow me to offer all of you a hearty congratulations on your
newAmateur License's and Upgrades:

I look forward to chatting with each of you on the air.

For new hams/ non-FARC members or any upgraded hams,
please complete the information on attached form (last page
of the Newsletter), if you have not already done so. This form
will provide you a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham-11/09/2015
(the date of your test)". Once the form is completed, bring it to
the next club meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting and start at 6:15
PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building. Pre-registration
is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to
accommodate walk-ins if we can. Our biggest challenge
continues to be convincing encouraging upgrade candidates
to bring a copy of their license to exam sessions. A copy of
your license must accompany the application to the FCC.
Any missing copies unfortunately delays the entire license
process for all exam candidates. Bring your original license,
if you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful
completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

Exams are held at the general club meeting on second
Mondays at the Red Cross starting at 6:20 PM except for the
month of December.

ROBERT G KEISLER KM4OUX T
KRISTIN B SHIELDS KM4OUY T
JOHN L ISLEY KM4OUX T
PAUL M SCHUH KM4OCQ G
GAFFORD Y PEARCE W4GYP G

FARC Newsletter Page 2October, 2015
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FCC License Processing Delays

ARRL 11/20/2015: To borrow a common highway traffic
warning: Expect Delays.

The FCC Universal Licensing System (ULS) electronic batch
filing (EBF) system is down again, after working for a brief
window on Wednesday, November 18 following an outage on
Friday, November 13. Some files were processed through the
system Wednesday, but the FCC reported on November 19
that it was again unable to process VEC license and
examination session files. The problem remains unresolved.

ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, said her office
again had to alert the FCC IT staff, which is looking into the
issue but did not estimate how long the system would be down.
Somma said it was the third time the EBF system has gone
down since late September, when the FCC said a process had
stopped running on an FCC server.

The FCC doesn’t have a long term fix in place yet, and it
appears the same issue is recurring with greater frequency.
Applicants should expect delays in exam license processing,
until the FCC can get fix the problem. The FCC has apologized
for the continued inconvenience this is causing the Amateur
Radio community.

“We transmit the exam sessions to FCC as soon as possible,
which is usually 24 to 48 hours from the day received in our
office,” Somma said. “We make every effort to process each
session quickly and efficiently while following FCC rules.
Unless there is missing candidate information or paperwork,
we normally aim to send the session to the FCC within a few
days, because most of the VEC staff understands what it feels
like to wait for your call sign to be issued.”

Somma expressed the hope that applicants and VEs would be
understanding and patient while the FCC attempts to get the
EBF system up and running again.

Happy birthday to... US!

As the club looks forward to its 85th birthday this December,
the board is asking for input from the membership on how we
would like to celebrate this historic event. Please bring an idea

One BIG thing - we are looking for
captains for each band antenna
next year. The antenna captain will
be responsible for checking and
setting up and taking down one
particular band antenna. The work
for all the antennas on Gene alone
is just too much. Sometime in the

October, 2015

to the next meeting - a birthday party for the public at the shack?
A special event station with special QSL card? How about an
FARC 85th Anniversary lapel pin? Some blue FARC shirts or
coats like we did about 20 years ago? Maybe a post birthday
shindig at the Hamfest in January? The troposphere is the
limit. Let us know how you would like to celebrate!

Field Day – Antenna Captains
needed NOW

next year each captain needs to meet at Gene’s where we will
go over each antenna make any adjustments necessary and
re-pack them for 2016 FD. Contact Gene, WB4MSG at the
next FARC meeting or at gbowman4 <at> triad <dot> rr <dot>
com

Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for
FARC to earn a little money here. Go to theAmazon Smile link
below and register and select ForsythAmateur Radio Club, Inc.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It costs
you nothing more, but it benefits the club. Anything you order
has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after you
register, you forget to order through the smile program it will
usually remind you. Again it costs you nothing more. Amazon
is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations through this program.
Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
www.smile.amazon.com

Amazon Smile Program

Old Radio Ads
By Phillip Space, N0KAL
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests,
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

[Ed. Note: Please help with this. It is a real pain finding when and where events of ham interests are held. There really isn’t one
source to find this information and putting this together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section
newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. Please all clubs, unless you are just trying to keep secrets – read your
websites and make sure that Who, What, When, Where, and How are answered. If you know of a correction or something that
should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. I know I am missing a number of NC clubs and NC (and big
national) events that should be on the list. With your help I can make this a more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC
and TN.] *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

December 7 FARC Annual Dinner (DATE CHANGE -FIRST MONDAY!)

Dec 12, *VE Session

Dec 21 FARC Board Meeting

Dec 26 *VE Session

Jan/Feb? Classic Exchange (CX) Contest

January-February, 2016,VP8 South Sandwich and South Georgia
DXpedition

January 9 at Summit School

January 11 FARC General Membership Meeting

January 15 FARC Board Meeting

January 11-26, 2016 KH5 Palmyra Atoll DXpedition

January 30-31 Winter Field Day

Feb 8 FARC General Membership Meeting

Feb 15 FARC Board Meeting

~March 16-April 8, 2016, VK0EK The Heard Island DXpedition

Mar 11, 2016 Charlotte Hamfest

Mar 19, 2016 Charleston (WV) Hamfest and Computer Show

Apr 2, 2016 North Carolina Section Convention (Raleigh Hamfest),

Apr 9,2016 Culpeper Amateur Radio Swapfest,

Apr 15, 2016 VHF Super Conference,

River Ridge Tap House, Clemmons, NC

*Hinshaw United, Methodist Church, 4501 High Point
Road, Greensboro, NC 27407, Time: 9:00am. Contact: Roy Smith, Phone:
(336) 312-0647, E-mail: n4by <at> arrl.net

(subject to confirmation). Our new meeting
place is at Hams located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by
ordering something and tip your waitress!

, High Point Red Cross Building. see www.w4gso.org.

Encourages older commercial
and homebrew gear use. Details: www.classicexchange.org see page 6.

, see http://www.intrepid-dx.com/vp8/

at the Red Cross on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at
7:30 PM. Our annual has been moved to January to
accommodate our speakers - be building something NOW!

. Our new meeting place is at Hams
located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by ordering
something and tip your waitress!

, see
http://palmyra2016.org/index.html

Purpose is to encourage emergency
operating preparedness in the winter. (Thanks Cathy, KM4OCS!)
Details: http://www.winterfieldday.com/rules.html

at the Red Cross on Coliseum
Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
The program will be by Matt Jordan about Cell tower and microwave
installation and maintenance.

. Our new meeting place is at Hams located in
the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by ordering something and tip
your waitress!

, see
http://vk0ek.org/

, Concord, NC, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio
Society, http://www.charlottehamfest.org

, Charleston,
WV, Charleston Hamfest Committee

Raleigh, NC, RaleighAmateur Radio Society, http://rars.org/rarsfest

Culpeper, VA, Culpeper
Amateur RadioAssociation, http://w4cul.org

Sterling, VA, Southeastern VHF
Society, North East Weak Signal Group & Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club. Hosted by
the Grid Pirates Contest Group and Directive Systems and Engineering,
http://vhfsuperconference.com/

Winston Salem Hamfest

Homebrew Show-&-Tell

Sept 3, 2016 North Carolina State Convention (Shelby Hamfest)

**September 12, Quarterly QCWA Meeting

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association

1st Tuesdays Davie CountyAmateur Radio Club

2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs

2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting

3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society

4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association

1st Saturdays(?): Tri-County Amateur Radio Club

Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS

Knightlites QRP Club

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -

, Shelby,
NC, ShelbyAmateur Radio Club, http://shelbyhamfest.org

at the Bestfood Cafeteria in Siler
City, NC. ALL members and guests are welcome! Our meeting room will be in
the Steakhouse. Go into the Gift shop and take an immediate right opposite the
cash register. Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged. The program will be
by chapter member Charlie Strickland, WA4OSS on his engineering
experiences in the growth of WRAL and the Capital Broadcasting Company in
the 1960s’ and on. QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each
Saturday morning.

: Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

: This may not be accurate.
Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active, but
basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?” Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T
Moore Rd. Yadkinville,NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.” Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at>
yahoo <dot> com

meet at 1900 at the
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

on
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 GlenwoodAvenue, Raleigh 27612.

. at the Red Cross Building
on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a
program on various ham related topics.

at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner”
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/

. Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. We meet at Hams Restaurant
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.

usually held at Tex & Shirley's
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

Eat at 6:30pm and
the meeting is at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

, Thomasville: Breakfast
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville,
1 0 3 S e d g e h i l l D r i v e ( m a p i t ) . F o r m o r e d e t a i l s s e e :
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

http://k4stk.com/index.html

http://www.knightlites.org/ Meets in Cary. See website
for details.

Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise
announced. http://galaxbarc.tripod.com/

Nearby NC Ham Club Meetings:

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc

October, 2015
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The Classic Exchange "CX"

Help! Early FARC Records

The CX is a no-pressure contest celebrating the older
commercial and homebrew equipment that was the pride and
joy of ham shacks many decades ago. The object is to
encourage restoration, operation and enjoyment of this older
Classic equipment.

However, you need not operate a Classic rig to participate in
the CX. YOU MAY USE ANY RIG in the contest although new
gear is a distinct scoring disadvantage. You can still work the
"great ones" with modern equipment.

There are new Bonus Scores for using the same model rigs as
your Novice station and for using a Hallicrafters receiver with a
two number identifier, e.g. S-38, SX-99 and for using a World
Radio Lab (WRL) transmitter, e.g. Globe Scout 65.

This CX will be conducted on two consecutive Sunday and
Tuesday pairs. - The first Sunday and Tuesday will be CW only:
September 20-21, Sunday & September 22-23, That's right! It
is a Tuesday! - The second Sunday and Tuesday will AM - SSB
- FM only: September 27-28, Sunday & September 29-30,
That's right! It is a Tuesday!

Operating on 160-80-40-20-15-10-6-2 There will be CX
recognition for high scores in AM, SSB, FM, and CW as well as
overall.

Awards will be given in two classes: 1. Three or fewer receiver-
transmitter pairs 2. Four or more receiver-transmitter pairs.
There is NO change to scoring. The classes will be sorted
based on logs / equipment lists received. Tuesday will be
treated as a continuation of Sunday for scoring purposes.

For more information on these fun events see
http://www.classicexchange.org./sep15/sep15ann.html

The CW CX will run from 1300 UTC September 20 to 0800
UTC September 21 , 2015 (9AM Eastern Time on Sunday to 3
AM Eastern Time Monday)AND from 1300 UTC September 22
to 0800 UTC September 23 , 2015 (9 AM Eastern Time on
Tuesday to 3 AM Eastern Time Wednesday) Send: "CQ CX"
The AM-SSB-FM CX will run from 1300 UTC September 27 to
0800 UTC September 28, 2015 (9AM Eastern Time on Sunday
to 3 AM Eastern Time Monday) AND from 1300 UTC
September 29 to 0800 UTC September 30 , 2015 (9 AM
Eastern Time on Tuesday to 3 AM Eastern Time Wednesday)
Call: "CQ Classic Exchange”

Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old
history of FARC as I can find. The club was originally called the
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the
early records were lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.
If you have any early records of FARC we would appreciate
either the donation of those or at least the opportunity to copy
them. Sadly the first thing a family throws out after a ham dies

by Mac, WQ8U

by Don, WS4NC

is the paper work - I’ve been told directly by one family that “that
was just old ham radio papers and work papers - no one is
interested in that trash.”

The early history of FARC was written in 1934 by Wilson Lamb,
W4BOH. You can read it all at:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCHistory/1934%20FARC%20Hist
ory%20by%20W4BOH.htm

This month is the next part of the history compiled by Henry
Heidtmann, III from FARC records and interviewing those who
were there . . .

1960 WSARC President Beacham Leonard W4RXG
March, 1960 - A major snowstorm slams NW NC causing
extensive damage in the mountains and foothills, including
loss of life, power and communication. Members of the
WSARC are called into action along with the Civil Defense
mechanism to set up communication to the state and federal
authorities. Beacham Leonard leads the members of the club
to the affected area and sets up relay stations for health and
welfare traffic. QST magazine gives extensive coverage to the
outstanding work performed by the Club.

July, 1960 - The Club votes to meet every Friday night in July
and August to stimulate interest in attending Club meetings.
they also ordered that all delinquent members would be
referred to the board for action; and that the lock on the
Clubhouse door would be changed effective Sept. 1 to insure
that only paying members have access. A committee was
formed to send out 230 questionnaires to Amateurs in the area
to stimulate interest in the Club.

November, 1961 - The body of the Club meets and decides on
recommendations to be considered by the membership,
including only ten meetings for the next year, a maximum of
only 30 minutes for business meetings and continued
sponsorship of splinter groups for activities such as Civil
Defense, VHF, Field Day and coffee breaks. However these
splinter groups should not dominate the regular Winston-
Salem Radio Club meetings. Later that month, at the last
meeting of the year, President Pat Jones called for a

FARC Wayback Machine
Winston-SalemAmateur Radio Club History

by Henry Heidtmann, III, W2DZO

Continued from last month . . .

October, 2015
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nominating committee report for the next years officers.
However, none of the candidates accepted the nominations.
President Jones stated that he was "understandably
depressed by the lack of success in producing a slate and
without officers there could be no Club". Later that month a
committee was appointed to examine the shortcomings of the
Club and after long discussion the following observations were
made: 1) The radio group must be socially orientated whereby
active Amateurs and those interested in radio can meet to
exchange views, discuss radio happenings and enjoy the
fellowship of other members of a common hobby. 2) It should
not be an organization primarily dedicated to the task of
creating new Amateurs. Any member who joins and becomes
disappointed because he does not find the activities which fit
his peculiar requirements is looking for something in the group
which is not in the interest of the general membership. It was
decided that the Club, as it stands, can not fully fulfill all the
needs of the special interest groups. The remainder of
decisions based on the Club was tabled to the next year.

February, 1961 - The Board of Directors of the WSARC
recommends that this will be the last year "the new club" will not
pay rent or maintenance expenses at the Clubhouse. Pat
Jones is elected as the President of the Radio Club. It is at this
point that the old Club and the new Club begin to separate in
their ham radio priorities.

1961 WSARC, Inc. President Beacham Leonard, W4RXG
WSARC President Pat Jones, K4QGV

April and October, 1962 The Club holds a Hamfest at
Tanglewood Park. Cost of admission is $2.50 which includes a
catered meal.

The membership of the Club votes to discontinue meeting at
the Clubhouse of the WSARC, Inc. due to the increased costs
of rent and property maintenance. They begin holding their
meetings at different members' homes. A letter was sent to the
Board of Directors of the WSARC, Inc. thanking them for their
support in the past years and request that they may use the
name Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. The Board of
WSARC, Inc. does not relinquish the name, and so the new
splinter group, made up of primarily Western Electric
employees as well as members of the old Club, begins to call
themselves the ForsythAmateur Radio Club.

1962 WSARC, Inc. President Leroy Coley
WSARC President Wally Bernath

The WSARC, Inc. votes to begin liquidation of Club assets
including the property on Bellview St. The long process of
paying off certificates previously held by Club members begins.
Meanwhile the FARC continues to gain members and meet on
a regular basis.

1963 FARC President Wally Bernath
WSARC, Inc. President Wilson Lamb

Final arrangements are made to dissolve the assets of the
WSARC, Inc. including the payment of $23 per each $10
certificate. The Club assured its members that while the
physical assets were being dissolved the body of the
organization was to be intact. FARC participated in Field Day

and began meeting at Goodwill Industries.

1964 FARC President Sid Wescoat
WSARC, Inc. President Wilson Lamb

The WSARC, Inc. assets were officially sold including the
Bellview St. property. Members of that organization continued
to meet on a regular basis with W4NC being their callsign. The
FARC participated in several VHF contests as well as
becoming very active in Civil Defense and emergency
coordination.

1965 WSARC, INC. President- Wilson Lamb
1965 Forsyth Radio Club President- Wally Bernath, K4UAS

April, 1966 - The FARC gains ARRL club affiliation. John
Huffman, W4IRE is named county EC.

1966 WSARC, INC. President- R. G. Tuttle
Forsyth Radio Club President- Bob Witherington
February, 1966 - A constitution and by laws are written up for
the fast growing Forsyth Radio Club. The name of the club is
changed slightly to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club.
Meanwhile, the WSARC, Inc. continues to meet at Clarence
Mowery's home as the FARC meets at Goodwill Industries.

1967- Members of the WSARC, INC. continue to meet several
times a year for meals; However, club style activities among
the few members remaining are few.

1968 - Original WSARC members R. G. Tuttle and Leroy Coley
pass away.

1967 - 1970 Presidents ?
to be continued next month . . .

By Terry Brown, AK4D,
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club Meeting— 9 November 2015

1. Call to Order and Welcome: Meeting at the Red Cross
building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order by

at 1930 hours. He welcomed FARC
members and visitors to the meeting, approximately 40 total
and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

2. Announcements/Club Business:

a. Treasurer’s Report: stated the
updated club balance was $2347.17.

b. Newsletter Prize: There were 25 entries responding to the
FARC November newsletter contest asking the identity of the
bearded FARC member in the photo.
revealed that the bearded individual was none other than
himself. After all contest entries were collected,

was the winner of a Baofeng handheld radio!!

c. VE Test Session Report: , head
volunteer thanked

for helping with the testing

President
Jerry Minor, K4GW,

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Terry Brown-AK4D

Gary Miller-
WA4VMC

Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Mike Atkins-N4VE, Ed Eller-KJ4ENM,

and Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

October, 2015



procedure. Dale stated that there were eight test takers and
congratulated five successful candidates:

d. 145.47 Repeater Antenna Work and Repeater Status:
thanked everyone that worked all day the

previous Saturday on the 145.47 repeater antenna at
Sauratown Mountain. , stated that all
three club repeaters were operational and that the echolink
nodes were operational on the 146.640 and the 145.470
repeaters. Dale thanked the eight volunteers that did the work
on the 145.47 antenna last Saturday. He explained that the
existing 30 foot tower was replaced by a new 40 foot tower, the
existing antenna was replaced by a DB-224E four bay
omnidirectional antenna, and new coaxes and connectors.
Current output of the repeater is 28 watts, but with the antenna
gain, effective radiated power is about 144 watts. Dale stated
that the output power will be tweaked overtime, other tweaks
made and that the new tower and antenna should have a solid
life of 15 to 20 years. Concerning the 444.275 repeater, Dale
reported some issues that need work.

e. Windows Flash Drive: showed
a flash drive with Windows 8.1 installed that plugs into a HDMI
port on a television. It has WIFI and uses Bluetooth for
keyboard and mouse access.

f. 7 December Holiday Meeting:
discussed the upcoming FARC Holiday dinner to be held on
Monday, 7 December at the River Ridge Tap House in
Clemmons. Everyone is invited and the time of the meeting is
6:30.

g. FARC Business Meeting: stated that
the next FARC business meeting will be at Hamm’s Restaurant
at Thruway Shopping Center next Monday, 16 November at
7:00 pm. He encouraged everyone that is interested to feel
free to attend. Updated Secretary Note: The December FARC
business meeting will be at Hamm’s Restaurant on the second
Monday, 14 December.

h. Club Membership and Emergency Contact Info: Jerry
Minor, K4GW reminded everyone that FARC 2016 club
membership dues are due. He also reminded everyone that
new hams and hams who upgrade at the FARC test session
will get a complimentary FARC membership for the year.

stated that members will be asked for an
emergency contact name and number in case of an accident.

i. Field Day Results: and
discussed the Field Day results recently

announced in QST and on the ARRL website. FARC came in
second place nationwide in the 9Acategory.

3. Main Presentation: Upcoming 2016 FARC President
gave an excellent presentation on

“Introduction to DXing”. He talked about the DXCC award and
how to achieve it, equipment needed and the best way to make
a contact with remote and rare DXpeditions stations. Jim also
covered computer programs that do logging and that show

Robert G. Keisler—KM4OUX--Technician License
Kristin B. Shields—KM4OUY--Technician License
John L. Isley—KM4OUX--Technician License
Paul M. Schuh—KM4OCQ--General License
Gafford Y. Pearce—W4GYP--General License

Jerry Minor, K4GW

Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Jerry Minor, K4GW

Terry
Brown, AK4D

Jerry Minor, K4GW Henry
Heidtmann-W2DZO

Jim
Atkins, W4UX,

“spots” of stations that are on the air with the callsign and
frequency that is being used. He explained using split
frequency contacts, signal propagation, using www.qrz.com,
logging, QSL cards, QSL managers, the ARRL Logbook of the
World, eQSL,and then showed links to beneficial tools. Links
shown are:
AComputer Log, i.e., XMLog, http://www.xmlog.com
DXSummit, http://www.dxsummit.fi/#/
DXWatch, http://www.dxwatch.com
DX Code of Conduct, http://www.dx-code.org
L o g b o o k o f t h e W o r l d ( L O T W ) ,
http://lotw.arrl.org/lotwuser/default

4. Meeting Adjourned: Motion to adjourn the meeting was
made by many, seconded by many and agreed to at 2103
hours.

5. Meeting Attendees: Below are the names of the meeting
attendees who are listed on the sign-in sheet or otherwise
recognized: Terry Brown-AK4D; Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL;
Harold Richardson-N4HER; Jim Atkins-W4UX; Jerry
Minor-K4GW; Van Key-KC4WSK; Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV;
Steve Patterson-WA3RTC; Jeff Stafford-AC4YN; David
McDonald-N5WNB; David Shoaf-KC4X; Kent Englebert-
K4HRE; Bill Kennedy-KM4MMG; Judson Davis-KG4OHQ;
Bruce Baliff-WB4QCM; Steven Iltis-KM4OCR; Michael
Pope-KM4MMH; Paul Schuh-KM4OCQ; Les Jongberg-
KJ4JYZ; Sam Poindexter-KM4LUD; Ken Melvin-KM4NFQ;
Cathy Melvin-KM4OCS; John Isley-KM4OUZ; Kristin
Shields-KM4OUY; Phil Joyce-KM4OQZ; Gaff Pearce-
W4GYP; Robert “Nic” Keisler-KM4OUX; Ed Eller-

FARC Newsletter Page 7October, 2015

Part 2, next month



FARC Newsletter Page 8

scheduled FARC for that Monday. Furthermore at my request,
Hamm’s management have reserved the third Monday in each
month in 2016 for FARC.

e. FIRSTFEST: stated he had
confirmed the reservation at Summit School for the FARC
Firstfest hamfest on 9 January 2016. He also stated that there
would be a minor increase in the rent rate for this, currently not
known. stated that he had gotten
confirmation of the hamfest being ARRL certified and that a
hamfest package would be mailed to the club soon.

f. Hospitality Coordinator: stated that he
had been contacted by . Kent had
volunteered to act as a hospitality coordinator at meetings and
other club functions.

g. Website Backup: stated that will be
providing with administrative
privileges and access to the club website.

h. Red Cross Access: led some
discussion on after hours access to the Red Cross and FARC
ham shack. and

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Jim Atkins-W4UX

Jerry Minor-K4GW
Kent Englebert-K4HKE

Jerry Minor-K4GW
Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Jerry Minor-K4GW

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO Don Edwards-

KJ4ENM; Ray Purdom-K4ZGV;Neal Pruitt-WD4LSS; Doc
Holliday-WB4QIZ; Daryl Knight-N5WK; Mike Brown-
W4LKN; Gary Miller-WA4VMC; Jim Register-KV4SJ; Brian
Kuebert-N4UEZ; Scot Garrison-KM4LDR and Henry
Heidtmann-W2DZO.

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club Business Meeting—16 November
2015

by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Attendees: Ten attendees:

.

2. Call to Order: The meeting, in the glass walled side room at
Hamm’s Restaurant, 414 South Stratford Road, Winston-
Salem, was called to order by
at 1942 hours.
3. Meeting Topics:

a. Treasurer’s Report:
stated that the club balance was $2680.17. Henry discussed

some basic annual income and expenses but will be
presenting a complete breakdown of club income and
expenses at the December holiday dinner meeting.

b. Future FARC Main Meeting Topics: Discussion was held on
upcoming meeting topics:

1. 7 December: Annual holiday dinner meeting scheduled for
the first Monday in December at River Ridge Tap House at 6:30.
The normal second Monday that we usually meet was already
taken. has reconfirmed the
reservation and told the restaurant to expect about 50
attendees.

2. 11 January: Homebrew

3. 8 February: will do a presentation on cell
phone tower installation and maintenance.

c. ARES: stated he attended a
wrap-up MS Tour to Tanglewood meeting. The work and help
by the amateur radio volunteers was greatly appreciated.
There was a request for a handheld amateur radio to be put in
vehicles that do not have an operator to allow vehicle
occupants to hear net discussion. FARC has six spare
handheld radios possibly for this use.

d. Date of Next Business Meeting and 2016 Business
Meetings: brought up last Monday’s club
meeting discussion of the date of the December FARC
business meeting date, possibly the second or third Monday in
December. There were concerns about having the meeting on
the third Monday, 21 December. FARC Secretary follow up
note: The sideroom at Hamms was available on the second
Monday, 14 December. Management at Hamms have

Jerry Minor-K4GW, Henry
Heidtmann-W2DZO, Terry Brown-AK4D, David Shoaf-
KC4X, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Steve Patterson-
WA3RTC, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, Jim Atkins-W4UX, Jim
Mansfield-WA4NOT and David McDonald-N5WNB

President Jerry Minor-K4GW

Henry Heidtmann, III-W2DZO

Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO

Matt Jordan

Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT

Terry Brown-AK4D
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FARC Programs
By Jim W4UX

November: Was an “Introduction to Dxing” by Jim, W4UX. This
was targeted at new hams but will be also for long-time hams.
The November Program is normally the Homebrew Show-&-
Tell but it has been postponed to January.

December is the annual FARC Dinner with the installation of
new officers. See the calendar for details.

January, 2016 will be the Homebrew Show-&-Tell (rescheduled
from November - that gives you more time to have some
goodies ready!)

February, 2016 will be a great program about the technical
details behind the cell phones you use everyday. Don’t miss
this one!

March, 2016 will be aboutARES by Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT.

I hope to see everyone at the meetings, normally starting at
7:30, Red Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, Winston-Salem.
Be sure to keep in touch with our website as meeting times or
programs may be altered: http://www.w4nc.com

Don't forget to put the
on your calendar!

Saturday, 9 January Classic Hamfest

From Early QSTs
by Phillip Space, N0KAL
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WS4NC

Harold Richardson-N4HER

Gary Miller-WA4VMC

remain as primary contacts for those times.

4. Meeting Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the
business meeting by , seconded
by others. Meeting was adjourned at 2003 hours.

FARC Newsletter Editor Don Edwards-WS4NC reached far
back in his collection of old photos for the November Baofeng
contest. He chose and published a photo in the November
FARC newsletter of a club member taken years ago in a galaxy
far, far away. He then asked FARC members to identify the
mystery person and then put their best guess entry in the entry
box. In an attempt to assist those entering the contest, he gave
seven possible names as the person in the photo. In making
the contest even easier, it was not necessary to correctly give
the right answer to win the contest. There were 25 contest
entries and below are the breakdown of the guesses.

A. JimAtkins-W4UX – 1 guess
B. John Kippe-K1PPE – 3 guesses
C. Don Edwards-WS4NC – 3 guesses
D. Terry Brown–AK4D – 8 guesses
E. Gene Bowman–WB4MSG – 6 guesses
F. Jim Marler-KM4HUZ – 2 guesses
G. Jerry Minor-K4GW – 1 guess

And one person did not select any of the above names and
guessed Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ.

In Don’s absence, I handled collecting contest entries and
having a random club member pull one of the entries out of the
entry box. had incorrectly guessed
Gene Bowman as the mystery man, but became the proud
owner of a new Baofeng handheld radio. I then explained that I
was the mystery man in the photo and gave a little history of the
reason why I had a beard.

I was eating out one night in Wilmington when a man
approached me and asked “What you are you doing out in

Winner - Winner, November
Baofeng!

By Terry Brown,AK4D,
FARC Secretary

public?” in an urgent but quiet voice. I was startled by his tone
and even more by this question. After a moment, I asked him
what he was talking about. He looked at me again and said
“Aren’t you so and so”? I told him no. He took another look at
me and said that I could be the twin of a local reporter that had
done intense investigative work on bribery and corrupt
construction practices at the nearby nuclear plant.
Furthermore, he explained that he had heard that a hit-man
had been hired to finalize the reporter’s investigative work!!!
That night, I started growing a beard, a beard that I maintained
for about three years!!

October, 2015

AE7AX Project

James Kerschmyer AE7AX was an FARC member while he
was living in Winston-Salem. Now he is our Senior
Correspondent From Cheyenne, Wyoming. James builds
some of the most beautiful projects - usually involving
“hollow”-state devices (tubes). Pictures below - I hope this
inspires some entires in the January Show-&-Tell. A recent
email:

“Don: Finished my XMTR last evening ... simple test into a 60
watt light bulb and no smoke ... loaded into a dipole and tapped
out three "CQs" ... BOOM an answer from AF7DK in Cannon
Beach, OR with a 559. Right now I figure about 25 watts ...
with some tweaking I should be able to get more from the
parallel 807s. Anyway I was thrilled !!!! A couple of pictures of
the XMTR just how I made the QSO ... note the 580 volt power
supply off to the left ... all safety precautions were taken (ie.
Don't Touch It and verify with volt meter before sticking your
mitts in it). JamesAE7AX”
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Radio and in QST. Don rode in the 2015 Tour-to-
Tanglewood where he was recognized as the oldest
rider this year.

I met Don when he was teaching second year
electronics at Davidson County Community College.
He was the adviser for the college’s ham radio club.
Eventually, I changed to electronics, largely
because of him.

He was one of the best teachers I had. Don cared
about his students and had a great teaching style.
He would try different things to get students to
understand the material and usually it worked.

Don had a mischievous twinkle in his eye and
usually a smile. I fondly remember his 1950s blue
Checker. It was the last Checker that Blue Bird Cab
used as taxi. Don drove me to school for several
days when my car was in the shop and that car
certainly turned heads. It was one of the few
Checkers in the area and Don treated it like family.

Speaking of family, he was happiest when he was
telling us what his family was up to. His eyes
sparkled when he told us what Pat and the kids
doing or about the trips they took.

Don was so talented in so many ways, whether it
was keeping his cars on the road, building
something, or helping a student put her Dad’s
Simpson multimeter back together after she blew it
up (yes, that one was me).

Don Johansson was one of the best people I’ve ever
met. He loved his family, his church and most of all
life. He will be missed, especially next Easter
morning when the Earthly horn section is down one
but the heavenly section will be a little brighter.

Remembering Don WA4UPN
by Melissa Hall, W4RXG

73s,
Melissa Leonard Hall, W4RXG

Silent Keys - continued from page 1 Johansson, Donald Edward, WA4UPN-
SK

Winston-Salem, NC March 15, 1927 - November 10,
2015 Donald Edward Johansson, born March 15,
1927, in LeRoy, Minnesota, died peacefully early
Tuesday morning, November 10th, 2015, in the
company of his family. In 1950, Don married Patricia
Jo Adams. He is survived by her and by their six
children, Chris, Melinda,Alan, Charity, Theresa, and
Joanna, as well as their sons' and daughters'
spouses, children, and grandchildren. He was a
Navy veteran of World War II, having enlisted at age
17 and trained as a radar specialist. For years, he
has proudly participated in Veterans' Day parades
driving an original 1945 military jeep that he himself
restored. For decades, he was a ham radio operator
and handled the medical net for the Moravian
Church mission in Nicaragua and Honduras. Early in
his career, while working for RCA, he installed the
first television transmitter in Cuba as well as many in
the initial wave of transmitter installations across the
U.S. He went on to work for both Western Electric
and Carolina Medical Electronics, and among his
other accomplishments as a design engineer, he
developed the first electromagnetic blood flowmeter
which remained the industry standard for many
years. A man of many talents, he also taught
electrical engineering preparation courses at
Davidson County Community College, and worked
as an independent land surveyor. In 1971, he and
his family drove to Nicaragua where he volunteered
his engineering services for the Moravian mission.
An unexpected and delightful outcome of the trip
was the adoption of their daughter, Joanna. That
adoption also effected changes in North Carolina
law, paving the way for legal foreign adoptions in the
state. At 56, he spent four months in Italy with Pat,
who was leading a semester-long program in Venice.
Afterwards, he was able to visit his ancestral country
of Sweden for the first time. His renewed
connections with his lineage spurred his interest in
researching and documenting the history of the
hymn, How Great Thou Art, which was originally
written in Swedish by his great-uncle. Don, a
member of Salem Band since 1957, was the band's
oldest and longest-standing member in his final
years. In May of 2015, the band was invited to
represent North Carolina in the National Memorial
Day Concert Series in Washington, D.C.,
celebrating the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII.
In his old age, he was an avid bicyclist, often riding

Continued on the next page
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Arduino Workshop

{December Treasure Hunt}

& Future Technical Saturday Workshops

Great appreciation to Bob Gusek NC4RG for his
great job
doing the Arduino workshops. The date for the next
workshop is TBD and will be the first workshop on
Raspberry PI. For more details see Bob’s website at
http://ncbob.info/arduino-class/

This month the {Treasure Hunt} will be a little
different -AGAIN. Just show up at the dinner and fill
out a 3X5 card. Two reasons - the Newsletter is
running late and . . . Its Christmas. January we will
be back to a curley bracket hunt.

October, 2015

10-12 miles a day. Despite having run over himself
with a tractor in 2013 at age 86 (imagine the talent!),
he completed the 15-mile Tour de Tanglewood
bicycle ride to benefit the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society as the oldest rider in both the
2014 and 2015 rides. One of Don's joys in life was to
create functional items, from the 1912 baritone horn
he assembled from junk parts, to the road-licensed
family car he built from scratch, to the house he
designed and constructed where he and Pat raised
their family and in which he died. Right now, Don is
quite possibly reading over this and finding several
mistakes, but we did our best. A memorial service is
planned for 11:00 a.m. Saturday, December 5th, at
St. Anne's Episcopal Church, 2690 Fairlawn Drive,
in Winston-Salem. Memorials may be made to
Salem Band, 500 Church Street S, Winston-Salem,
NC, 27101.

Anderson Winston-Salem John Franklin Anderson
Aug. 31, 1920 - Nov. 15, 2015 John Franklin
Anderson, of Winston-Salem, North Carolina
passed away on Sunday, November 15th, 2015 at
6:00 a.m. at Forsyth Medical Center. Mr. Anderson
worked for the Department of Transportation and
was a veteran of World War II. He is survived by his
wife Mavis V. Anderson of the home, son John
Douglas Anderson and wife Ruth Ann of Winston-
Salem, a sister Sara Fowler and grandson Anthony
Lee Sennett and fiancee Whitney Jenkins. A
graveside service will be held Thursday, November
19th at New Philadelphia Moravian Church
Graveyard at 2:00 p.m. Memorials may be made to
New Philadelphia Moravian Church, 4440 Country
Club Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, Wound
Warrior Project, 1990 Fordham Drive, Ste 100,
Fayetteville, NC 28304 or Community Home Care &
Hospice, 2541 S. Church Street, Burlington, NC
27215. Online condolences may be sent to
www.salemfh.com.

John FranklinAnderson, KQ4UO-SK

December Birthdays!

WA4NOT 12 4
KK4FAI 12 4
KC4GKC 12 5
KC4GKC 12 7
KJ4JYZ 12 9
KK4CAI 12 10
KJ4IGQ 12 15
WA4VMC 12 15
KJ4GJD 12 15
K4SOX 12 21
W4NC** 12 30

A 1935 prediction of what TV will be in 1984 . . .
by Phillip Space, N0KAL

Page 11
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HR 1301 and S 1685

from ARRL

NOW, “CLARITY ON PARITY” – THE VIDEO! – In August, the
ARRL responded to the concerns expressed by community
and neighborhood associations regarding HR 1301 and S
1685 Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 by publishing, “Clarity

on Amateur Radio Parity.” This
document clarifies that the Bill
would not result in new federal
policy on outdoor amateur radio
antennas and it would not
require approval of large
antenna towers by homeowner
associations. For further
information on the document,
see

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Regulatory/Clarity%20on%20Pari
ty.pdf

Now, a new video has been produced, “The Amateur Radio
Parity Act of 2015 – Separating Fact from Fiction”, which
reinforces the arguments discussed in the ARRL statement.
ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, said the video will be
made available on Capitol Hill to make sure that Members of
Congress have correct informat ion, instead of
misrepresentations. For further information on the video, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/now-clarity-on-parity-the-video

AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT OF 2015 PAGE ON ARRL
WEBSITE (REMINDER) – A combined web page has been
setup by the ARRL to accommodate activities related to HR
1301 and S 1685, and to provide a central location for
information on these identical Bills. ARRL members are urged
to contact their Members of Congress in the House of
Representatives and the Senate and ask them to sign on to the
Bills as a co-sponsor. For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-website-has-new-amateur-
r a d i o - p a r i t y - a c t - o f - 2 0 1 5 - p a g e a n d
http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act

Amateur Radio Parity Act Passes
S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e , G a i n s
Cosponsors

ARRL: 11/18/2015

The Amateur Radio Parity Act S. 1685 has been endorsed by
the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. In the voice vote on November 18, two
Senators — Bill Nelson (D-FL) and Brian Schatz (D-HI) —
asked to be recorded as voting “no.” The Committee held an
executive session to consider the various legislative measures
and nominations.

“Our work is not finished on the Senate side of Capitol Hill,
although this is a huge step forward,” saidARRL President Kay
Craigie, N3KN. She urgedARRLmembers to continue to write,

call and e-mail their Senators about S. 1685 to build up its
support for the future. “We know that members’ response to the
call for a communications blast last week made all the
difference for some Senators on the committee.”

S. 1685 picked up another Senate cosponsor on November 18,
when Sen Jerry Moran (R-KS), who sits on the Commerce
Committee, has signed aboard the bill. “ARRL members in
Kansas should contact his office to say thanks,” President
Craigie said. “Having an additional cosponsor who’s on the
Committee is especially good news.”

On hand to observe the Committee mark-up session were
ARRL Hudson Division Director Mike Lisenco, N2YBB, ARRL
CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, and ARRL General Counsel Chris
Imlay, W3KD.

President Craigie encouraged ARRL members in Florida and
Hawaii to keep contacting Senators Schatz and Nelson, urging
them to change their minds about the legislation. “Don't be
harsh or angry,” she advised. “Keep it factual and courteous,
and don't give up.”

On November 5, US Sen Al Franken (D-MN) signed on as the
second cosponsor of S. 1685. That legislation and its US
House twin, H.R. 1301, call on the FCC to extend the limited
federal pre-emption of PRB-1 to cover private land-use
restrictions such as deed covenants, conditions, and
restrictions (CC&Rs). If the legislation becomes law, radio
amateurs living in antenna-restricted communities would have
the opportunity to negotiate with homeowners associations to
install an antenna that reasonably accommodates Amateur
Radio communication.

H.R. 1301 has 114 cosponsors as of November 18. President
Craigie said ARRL members should continue to urge their
Representatives to cosponsor H.R. 1301 and to thank those
who already have signed on.

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 page on the ARRL
website has more information on how you can become
involved.

ARRL: 11/11/2015

ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, has issued an urgent call
for League Members to contact Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation members
representing their states to urge their support of S. 1685, the
US Senate version of the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015.
President Craigie said the bill could be scheduled for mark-up
in the committee as early as next week, and that opponents to
S. 1685 have been rallying their supporters. She said theARRL
and its legislative consultants on Capitol Hill “are hard at work”
to ensure that the mark-up goes favorably. President Craigie
called for “a blast of support for the bill” from ARRL members
living in states that committee members represent.

ARRL President Urges “Blast of Support”
for Senate Version of Amateur Radio
ParityAct
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Read-The-Newsletter,
Attend-The-Meeting (RTN-ATM) -
Maybe win something!

mobile

T

Newsletter - hidden within will be some
little stupid saying or poem between two curley brackets { } on
several pages. The words have been converted to curves so
doing a CTRL-F will not work; you have to actually look and
read - that requires a small investment of your effort and skill.
Write what you find on a 3X5 card (provided at the FARC
meeting) along with your call.

Just after the program there will be a drawing for a ham-
related goodie. Each month we will pull one entry from that
month - the winner must be present to win. At the December,

Banquet all the cards (including monthly winners)
received from 8/2015 to 12/2016 will go into one drawing for a
new 2-meter, 440 radio (Jetstream JT270M or
equivalent); for the Big December, prize you will not
need to be present to win (but we hope you will); for the
monthly prizes you must be present to win or we will draw
another card.

We say JT270M or equivalent because due to the Chinese
imports the market is changing so fast that we don’t know
what will be the best choice 15 to 16 months from now - we will
commit to a particular radio around this time next year. The
costs of all this has been paid by a special anonymous
donation.

The prize for Decemberwill be a pretty, blue Baofeng UV-5R
already programmed, charged and ready to go. The odds are
really good each month so read and be there. The plan right
now is continue with blue UV-5Rs each month, depending on
availability or if something better comes along. The
Newsletter will announce what is coming each month.

Repeating the text from last month’s Diddle-de-dah-de-Don:
“There is a new secret message hidden in the Newsletter -
look for {}. Print the secret 4-line message on a 3X5
card (cards will be provided at the club meeting) or you can
print the secret message on the back of a $20
bill - $100s are also good (thanks Click and Clack!) and drop
it in the box at the next FARC meeting. Rules: 1) Message
must be exact. 2) Must be on a 3X5 index card and appear
exactly as in the Newsletter. 3) One entry per person. 4)
Winner must be present to win or another entry will be drawn.
5) No cash value. 6) Prizes will vary from great stuff to OK
stuff - no substitutions. 7) At least one prize per meeting. 8)
At the December meeting all yearly entries, including winners,
will go back into one drawing for a special goodie. 9) Entries
are the property of FARC, Inc. - except for the 20s and 100s -
the Newsletter editor may keep those!) The sprit of the idea
here is that a) you must read the Newsletter and b) you must
come to the club meeting. There is nothing nefarious about
it.”

One additional rule - FARC reserves the right to end this
promotion early (but that is not the plan!)

o celebrate our 85th birthday (12/30/2015) we are
having a special drawing. First - you
need to read the

participation

2016

2016

exactly

non-refundable

“We learned this morning that opponents of the legislation
have asked their people to contact Senators on the committee
to communicate what can only be called bald-faced lies about
the legislation’s intent and effects,” President Craigie said on
November 11. “They are the same lies addressed in our video.”

The ARRL also has written the committee to reiterate the
reasons the legislation is needed and to contradict negative
misinformation about its effects.

President Craigie said the message — by telephone or e-mail
— is simple: “I’m a constituent and anAmateur Radio operator.
I urge Senator __________ to support S. 1685, the Amateur
Radio Parity Act, when it comes up for a vote in committee.
Thank you.” Visit Contacting Your Congressional
Representatives on the ARRL website for contact information
for Members of Congress.

“Whether ARRL members use e-mail or telephone, the
essential thing is to do it now and to urge other hams in their
states to do it now,” President Craigie said.

S. 1685 and its US House twin, H.R. 1301, call on the FCC to
extend the limited federal pre-emption of PRB-1 to cover
private land-use restrictions such as deed covenants,
conditions, and restrictions (CC&Rs). If the legislation
becomes law, radio amateurs living in antenna-restricted
communities would have the opportunity to negotiate with
homeowners associations to install antennas that reasonably
accommodateAmateur Radio communication.

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Members, by State

Alaska Sullivan 202-224-3004
Colorado Gardner 202-224-5941
Connecticut Blumenthal Cosponsor 202-224-2823
Florida Rubio 202-224-3041
Florida Nelson 202-224-5274
Hawaii Schatz 202-224-3934
Kansas Moran 202-224-6521
Massachusetts Markey 202-224-2742
Michigan Peters 202-224-6221
Minnesota Klobuchar 202-224-3244
Missouri Blunt 202-224-5721
Missouri McCaskill 202-224-6154
Mississippi Wicker Sponsor 202-224-6253
Montana Daines 202-224-2651
Nebraska Fischer 202-224-6551
New Hampshire Ayotte 202-224-3324
New Jersey Booker 202-224-3224
New Mexico Udall 202-224-6621
Nevada Heller 202-224-6244
South Dakota Thune Chair 202-224-2321
Texas Cruz 202-224-5922
Washington Cantwell 202-224-3441
Wisconsin Johnson 202-224-5323
West Virginia Manchin 202-224-3954
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Fragile Agreement for 5 MHz Amateur Allocation Clears First
Hurdles at WRC-15

From ARRL

At World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC-15), in
Geneva, consensus continues to shape up around a new 15
kHz-wide global secondary 60 meter Amateur Radio allocation
at 5351.5-5366.5 kHz. On November 12, Conference Working
Group 4B agreed to the global secondary allocation, with
power limits designed to protect primary services from harmful
interference. Sub Working Group (SWG) 4B1, chaired by Dale
Hughes, VK1DSH, had presented its output document with two
options, the other being no change -- a position many
administrations favored going into the conference. The current
compromise making the allocation possible still must clear two
more levels at the conference. This won't happen until next
week, and the issue is not final until it does. ARRL CEO David
Sumner, K1ZZ, who attended the conference briefly on behalf
of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU),
congratulated the IARU team and the national delegates who
advocated for theAmateur Service.

"Assuming that the fragile agreement continues to hold, this
will be the first entirely new HF allocation since 1979," he said.
"While we would have preferred more, anyone who
understands what our proponents were up against will
appreciate what they have accomplished."

SWG 4B1 held 15 meetings over the first 10 days of WRC-15.
During week 1, the discussion focused on whether there would
be an allocation at all. A number of administrations and the
regional telecommunications organization (RTO) representing
Russia and 10 of its neighboring countries (RCC) were bitterly
opposed. As week 1 closed, it became clear that the widest
achievable allocation was 15 kHz and that a power limit in the
neighborhood of 15 W effective isotropic radiated power
(EIRP) would have to be part of the package.

Early in week 2, band edges of 5351.5 and 5366.5 kHz were
agreed upon as part of a compromise proposed by one of the
"no change" countries. Resolving the power limit proved to be
more difficult. CITEL, the RTO encompassing the Americas,
argued strenuously for slightly more power in South America
and the Caribbean. The US, which went into the conference
with a "no change" stance, joined the compromise once the
band edges were set and argued in favor of a higher power

limit, although several other countries opposed this. The last
"no change" holdout was Japan, which reluctantly agreed to
accept the allocation on November 12, after reiterating its
opposition and its intention to insist that any harmful
interference to its primary services be avoided.

"Decisions at WRCs are now made by consensus, which
means that any administration with strong opposing views can
block an agreement," Sumner explained. He contrasted the
current process with that followed at the 1979 World
Administrative Radio Conference (WARC-79), where Amateur
Radio gained the so-called "WARC Bands" -- 10, 18, and 24
MHz -- among others. "At WARC-79 a proposal needed more
than simple majority support to go forward, but decisions could
be made over the objections of a minority," he said. "That is not
possible today, so the result is almost a 'lowest common
denominator' outcome for any proposal that does not have
near-universal support."

"An allocation is always a win, and we have a very good
chance of a win," saidARRL Chief Technology Officer Brennan
Price, N4QX, who is a member of the US delegation. ARRL
Technical Relations Specialist Jon Siverling, WB3ERA, is also
part of the US delegation to WRC-15.

In other WRC-15 developments, a possible agenda item at the
next WRC for an amateur allocation at 50 MHz in Region 1
cleared its first hurdle.Aproposed agenda item to align the 160
meter allocation in Region 1 with the rest of the world was not
likely to be accepted, however.
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end junctions. Wireless operator Harold Bride
begged to be allowed to replace these with glass or
porcelain type insulators, but both Marconi and
White Star Lines management refused, stating "we
find no particular advantage to modifying the present
system".

On April 15,1912 as the Titanic was sinking, Bride
desperately tapped out his distress call for several
long minutes before the first reply was heard. "UR
SIGS WEAK OM" answered the vessel Carpathia,
"TRY USNG GLASS INSLTRS". Back in New York,
young David Sarnoff listened in fascination as the
signals poured into his headphones.

In light of the subsequent disaster and loss of life,
shipboard and coastal wireless installations
promptly replaced exisiting rubber and wood
insulators with glass or porcelain ones. In
radioman's slang, these new antenna insulators
were called "doobies".

I FIRST ENCOUNTER THEM

You won't find these at any Radio Shack store. I first
observed their otherworldy properties after finding
them at a flea market table in Derry, New Hampshire
many years ago, quite by accident. I purchased two
of them for 50 cents, and set them to work on a 40-
meter dipole made from hard-drawn copper wire
that same day. My aged Hammarlund Super Pro
fairly leaped to life. Signals began to drift in from the
Artic Circle to the Caspian Sea! My speaker thudded
with bleeps and groans, the cacaphonic honks and
tweets of legions of ham operators pounding
telegraph keys in far-flung lands!

That night, the old Super Pro glimmered in the
darkness, its twenty-odd tubes thumping with the
barrage of microvolts pulsing through their circuits. I
found that I typically enjoyed up to 3db gain in
received signals. Had I run across an odd
temperature inversion, sunspot surge, solar flare, or
other temporary anomaly of ionospheric
propagation? No, by God -- it was the doobies!

LOSTAND FOUNDAGAIN

When it was time to move, I packed them away,
thinking I'd save them for some future day when
they'd serve as part of the ultimate antenna system.
Years passed. Boxes were shuffled about. When I
next went to look for them, they'd vanished. Over the
course of several moves they'd somehow been
misplaced. I searched high and low, to no avail. I
resigned myself to the fact that they were indeed
gone forever.

But the mystical power of the doobies would draw
me to them anew. Just last year, I ran across a notice
on the Internet for a small ham radio flea market to
be held in -- of all places -- Derry, New Hampshire!
Something told me that this was not mere chance. I
begged Hank, my friend in New England, to go there
in search of these elusive talismans. After much
persuasion, exhortation, and outright threats, he
relented.

On that chilly Saturday in October, Hank drove
through torrential rains and hubcap-deep mud to
arrive at a centuries-old Elks lodge nestled among
the pines. In the basement, a handful of damp
figures milled among worn-out radio gear. Hank
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searched the sparse tables for signs of insulators,
but none appeared. Finally, as he was about to leave,
he spotted an old gentleman hacking a throatful of
phlegm behind a card table in the dank cellar. He
approached him and asked " You don't by any
chance have any glass antenna insulators?". With
great difficulty, the old man produced a crumpled
box from beneath his table. "How many of the dang
things do ye want?" he wheezed.

There, before Hank's eyes were the fabled pyrex
insulators of legend in their original boxes! He
quickly negotiated for four of them at $5 each. "Ayep.
I almost didn't come out heah this morning," added
the man, "c'ept I knew I had to sell off these things
before I die, which'd be any day now".

And so, once again, the sounds of faraway lands
burble and burp from my speaker. No matter how
weak, or how distant, there's nary a signal that can't
be heard by my fashionable Japanese transceiver.
Because tonight, out at the ends of my dipole
antenna, a pair of pristine, pyrex doobies glint in the
moonlight.

[Editor’s note: I first ran this story in the Newsletter
more than a decade ago. It is so well crafted, and so
relevant (for a reason that won’t be apparent until
after the December meeting!) that it bears repeating.
I hope you enjoyed it. Congrats to WB1GFH for
such a great story!]

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS
Interesting bits from ARRL Contest Newsletter:

The Intel 4004 processor was released 44 years ago
last week : November 15, 1971. As the first
commercially available microprocessor, it wasn't
clear to the marketing folks at the time that it was a
viable product. With over 2000 transistors, it was the
first chip to incorporate on one die everything
needed to be a general purpose CPU (Central
Processing Unit).

Boston's Computer History Museum recorded a
number of lectures by computing industry pioneers,
starting in 1979. It's now releasing them via their web
site and YouTube. Some of these describe very early
computing work - akin to how we as radio amateurs
might view dynamos and spark gaps as they apply to
modern communications techniques.

HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO

[Ed. Note: Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH and his dad who
suggested this story.

Seems like cars have always had radio's, but they
didn't.
Here's the story:

One evening, in 1929, two young men named
William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their
girlfriends to a lookout point high above the
Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch
the sunset.

It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the
women observed that it would be even nicer if they
could listen to music in the car. Lear and Wavering
liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios
(Lear served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy
during World War I) and it wasn't long before they
were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to
work in a car.

But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition
switches, generators, spark plugs, and other
electrical equipment that generate noisy static
interference, making it nearly impossible to listen to
the radio when the engine was running.

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and
eliminated each source of electrical interference.
When they finally got their radio to work, they took it
to a radio convention in Chicago.

There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin
Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product
called a "battery eliminator", a device that allowed
battery-powered radios to run on household AC
current.

But as more homes were wired for electricity, more
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radio manufacturers madeAC-powered radios.

Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When
he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention,
he found it. He believed that mass-produced,
affordable car radios had the potential to become a
huge business.

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory,
and when they perfected their first radio, they
installed it in his Studebaker.

Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan.
Thinking it might sweeten the deal,
he had his men install a radio in the banker's
Packard.

Good idea, but it didn't work – Half an hour after the
installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire.
(They didn't get the loan.)

Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker
nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio
at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association
convention.

Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car
outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio
so that passing conventioneers could hear it. That
idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio
into production.

WHAT'S IN A NAME - That first production model
was called the 5T71.

Galvin decided he needed to come up with
something a little catchier. In those days many
companies in the phonograph and radio businesses
used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola,
Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest.

Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his
radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he
decided to call it the Motorola.

But even with the name change, the radio still had
problems: When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it
cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you
could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country
was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that
measure, a radio for a new car would cost about
$3,000 today.)

In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car
radio -- The dashboard had to be taken apart so that
the receiver and a single speaker could be installed,
and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the
antenna.

These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on
the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the
floorboard to accommodate them.

The installation manual had eight complete
diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. Selling
complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the
price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in
the best of times, let alone during the Great
Depression –

Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled for a couple
of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when
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Ford began offering Motorola's pre-installed at the
factory.

In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a
deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and
install them in its chain of tire stores.

By then the price of the radio, with installation
included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car
radio was off and running. (The name of the
company would be officially changed from Galvin
Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.)

In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new
uses for car radios. In 1936, the same year that it
introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the
Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that
was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up
police broadcasts.

In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way
radio
-- The Handy-Talkie – for the U. S.Army.

A lot of the communications technologies that we
take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in
the years that followed World War II.

In 1947 they came out with the first television for
under $200.

In 1956 the company introduced the world's first
pager; in 1969 came the radio and television
equipment that was used to televise Neil
Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.

In 1973 it invented the world's first handheld cellular
phone.

Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone
manufacturers in the world. And it all started with the
car radio.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men who
installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car? Elmer
Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very
different paths in life.

Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he
helped change the automobile experience again
when he developed the first automotive alternator,
replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The
invention lead to such luxuries as power windows,

power seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning.

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than
150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players?
Lear invented that.

But what he's really famous for are his contributions
to the field of aviation. He invented radio direction
finders for planes, aided in the invention of the
autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft
landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most
famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first
mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad
for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth
grade.)

Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many
things that we take for granted actually came into
being!

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don

WS4NC

by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to everyone who helped with this month’s Newsletter. I
can’t do this without the help of a lot of people and I appreciate
it. We have a lot of participation in FARC and we are proud of
our members.

Thanks especially to those who submitted something this
month: Melissa, W4RXG; Terry AK4D; Raja KB6MTH and
James AE7AX. Terry, especially works hard to keep up the
membership list and to do the Minutes.

Please plan on attending the December meeting which will be
held on the

.
Driving from Winston you will turn left off 421 and River Ridge
will be on your right shortly after you cross over 421. It is
located a little off the road. E will meet at 6 PM for drinks, 6:30

FIRST MONDAY IN DECEMBER. We will meet at
River Ridge Tap House just off 421 at the Lewisville Exit

for dinner, program starts at 7-
ish.

This month we will celebrate
our 85th anniversary – there
are some good things coming
later in 2016, watch for them.

Thank you for your comments.
I welcome any submissions.

73, Don WS4NC,
Newsletter Editor




