
#

May, 2016 FARC Newsletter

Page

May, 2016

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ... US!

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club was incorporated as the Winston-
SalemAmateur Radio Club, Inc on December 30, 1930. Although
the name has changed we have been in continuous operation
ever since the 1930. That is quite an accomplishment for any civic
organization and one of which we should all be proud.

There are some scattered records that are evidence of a radio
club meeting in Winston-Salem in the early 1920s, some of which
has ran in this Newsletter over the past few months - but we know
very little about it. The original group met in the YMCA building as
early as 1923 and included Robert Day, who later became one of
WSARC's presidents. That is about all we know. Unfortunately
there was a fire in the original club shack which destroyed a lot of
records. Other records have just kind of walked away over the
years.

We will have a celebration at the June Hamfest. Cake and
cookies and . . . June seems a better time than in the middle of the
bitter cold we had at the end of December and early January. The
board is asking for input from the membership on how we would
like to celebrate this historic event. Please bring an idea to the next
meeting - a birthday party for the public at the shack? A special
event station with special QSL card? How about an FARC 85th
Anniversary lapel pin? Some blue FARC shirts or coats like we did
about 20 years ago? Maybe a post birthday shindig at the June
Hamfest (definitely!) The troposphere is the limit. Let us know how
you would like to celebrate!

May Program

Our May program will be about WSPR. The Weak
Signal Propagation Reporter Network is a group of
amateur radio operators using K1JT's MEPT_JT digital
mode to probe radio frequency propagation conditions
using very low power (QRP/QRPp) transmissions. The
software is open source, and the data collected are
available to the public through www.wsprnet.org. The
presentation will be by Harold, W4HER. The meeting
is 2016 at the Red CrossMonday night, May 9,
Building on Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at
7:30 PM. FCC testing will be available but will start
earlier than usual just this Monday. FCC examinees
should plan on arriving at 5:45 PM.

The next FARC Meeting will be at Ham’sBusiness
Restaurant at Thruway Shopping Center Monday, May
16 at 7:00 pm.

April Program Review
By Don, WS4NC

Our April program was by Guy Tolbert, W4STQ-SK
primarily about the Berlin Air Lift but also about the
years after WWII in Germany and how Guy “Elmered”

General Curtis Lemay. Guy presented this program to
the QCWA a few years ago and it was fortunately
recorded by Gray Fulk, WX4F. The feedback we got
was that this was great program even though it was a
DVD.

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for
FARC to earn a little money here. Go to the Amazon Smile link
below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
Inc. Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It
costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club. Anything you
order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after
you register, you forget to order through the smile program it
will usually remind you. Again it costs you nothing more.
Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations through this
program. Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
Www.smile.amazon.com
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on
Knollwood Street. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2016 are:

President:  Jim Atkins, W4UX
Vice-President:  Harold Richardson, N4HER

Secretary: Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann W2DZO

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman: “Doc” Holliday, WB4QIZ
Arduino Workshop:  Bob Gusek, NC4RG

All content is Copyright 2016, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Either that or the spork.

FCC Exams Report
and FARC Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting and start at 6:15
PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building. Pre-registration is
strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to
accommodate walk-ins if we can. Our biggest challenge
continues to be convincing encouraging upgrade candidates to
bring a copy of their license to exam sessions. A copy of your
license must accompany the application to the FCC. Any
missing copies unfortunately delays the entire license process
for all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if you have
one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms
(CSCE’s - if any).

Exams are held at the general club meeting on second
Mondays at the Red Cross starting at 6:20 PM except for the
month of December.

JOTA in October

The countdown to the 2016
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
is under way, and the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) are
hoping for a resounding
turnout this year. JOTA is the
largest Scouting event in the
world. In a typical year more
t h a n 1 m i l l i o n S c o u t s

participate from some 11,000 stations in 150+ countries. The
annual Radio Scouting event uses Amateur Radio to link
Scouts around the world. Held each year on the third full
weekend in October, the worldwide jamboree involves the
cooperation of radio amateurs and clubs willing to make a
ham shack and control operator available for local Scouts to
participate.

Last year FARC member and Scouter Geoff Rudy operated a
big event along with a little help from FARC. This years big
things are planned as well. Please put October 14-17 on
your calendar. Last year the BSA said 12,255 Scouts and
visitors took part in JOTA2015.
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NC QSO Party Results

This was another great year for NCQP. A lot of activity this
yeear as the following chart shows. Kudos to Chairman Marty
W4MY and the all who worked on this, a great thing for the
state. The full results are a bit much for this month’s Newsletter
but the full NCQP results are available at the following link:

http://www.rars.org/ncqsoparty/index.php?id=results

Snow Bird Migration
by Don, WS4NC

Amazingly a snow bird migrating from Florida to New Jersey
(yes, really - New Jersey) found its way into my office with no
warning this past month. Bob Gates, KJ4IC, an FARC
Member, who is also our W4NC trustee now migrates between
FL and NJ with an occasional stop in between. It was great to
see Bob again and to catch up.

VOA Antenna Farm - SK
by Don, WS4NC

If you have ever passed through Greenville, NC you must have
seen the massive VOA antenna farm. While some still exists
48 towers were taken dwon recently. Shortwave braodcasting
is still around but not quite what it once was. For many of us
this is a bitter sweet moment. More details can be seen at:

http://www.arrl.org/news/voice-of-america-antenna-farm-in-
north-carolina-leveled

{May Treasure Hunt}

This month will be a question about
FARC. It will be announced at the
meeting. Last month the winner of
the FARC Blue handheld was Van
Key, KC4WSK.

See detai ls elsewhere in this
Newsletter. Basically just show up at
the meeting, fill out a card and stay to
the end of the meeting to be eligible
for the drawing for a FARC Blue
Baofeng transceiver.

Field Day – Antenna Captains
needed NOW

There will be a meeting in late May, probably at the QTH of
WB4MSG, where we will be working on Field Day
antennas. We are still needing a few more helpers for
Field Day, In May we will be testing out the antennas and
getting them ready. We are looking for captains for each band
antenna next year. The antenna captain will be responsible for
checking and setting up and taking down one particular band
antenna. The work for all the antennas on Gene alone is just
too much. Sometime in the next year each captain needs to
meet at Gene’s where we will go over each antenna make any
adjustments necessary and re-pack them for 2016 FD.

New Member Welcome Packets

by Kent, K4HKE
Hospitality and New Members Chairman

We are preparing a packet of information for members. This is
primarily for new members but it will also be available to all
members of FARC. There have been a lot of suggestions
about what to include. There are two things that would really
help with this.

1. I could use some help getting this together.

2. It would be nice to have a few helpers to greet any
visitors/new members that come to the FARC meeting. We
want all to feel welcome.

3. It would be nice to have a list of members sho have special
expertise. New members often have questions about many
basic issues. You don’t have to be an “expert”, most questions
are issues that most hams have been through like “how do I put
up a dipole?” If you would like to help a new-bie please let me
know, I’ll be putting together a list starting at the February
meeting.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests,
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

[Ed. Note: Newly updated. There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging
across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. With your help I can make this a
more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.] *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

HAMFESTS:

05/01/2016-JCARC HAMFEST, Jackson County Middle School, Ripley, WV,
Jackson County Amateur Radio Club

05/07/2016-South Carolina Section Convention (57th Annual Hamfest),
Spartanburg, SC, Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society, Website:
http://brars.org

05/14/2016-12th Annual Rockingham County Swapfest, Community
Baptist Church, Reidsville, NC, Rockingham County Amateur Radio Club,
Website: http://N4IV.org

05/28/2016-DurHamFest, Durham Public Schools Staff Development
Center, Durham, NC, Durham FM Association (DFMA), Website:
http://dfma.org

06/11/2016-Winston-Salem Classic Hamfest, Summit School Dining Hall,
Winston-Salem, NC, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, -
http://www.w4nc.com/ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm

06/19/2016-Manassasas Hamfest & Maker Technology Show, Prince
William County Fairgrounds, Manassas, VA, Ole Virginia Hams Amateur
Radio Club, http://www.manassashamfest.org

07/09/2016-31st Annual Firecracker Hamfest, Salisbury Civic Center,
Salisbury, NC, Rowan Amateur Radio Society,
http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest

07/16/2016-Mid-Summer SWAPFEST, Ritter Park, Cary, NC, Cary Amateur
Radio Club, http://www.qsl.net/n4nc

07/30/2016-WCARS Hamfest, Haywood County Fairgrounds, Waynesville,
NC, Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society, http://wcars.org/

08/06/2016-ROANOKE HAMFEST, Vinton, VA, Roanoke Valley Amateur
Radio Club, http://w4ca.com

08/07/2016-66th Annual Berryville Hamfest, Clarke County Ruritan
Fairgrounds, Berryville, VA, Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club,
http://www.shenvalarc.org/hamfest

08/13/2016-18th Annual Cape Fear ARS Swapfest, Cumberland County
Shrine Club, Fayetteville, NC, Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society,
http://www.cfarsnc.org/

08/20/2016-West Virginia State Convention (58th Annual Event), WVU
Jackson's Mill Convention Center, Weston, WV, West Virginia State Amateur
Radio Council, http://www.qsl.net/wvsarc/

09/03/2016-North Carolina State Convention (Shelby Hamfest),
Cleveland County Fairgrounds, Shelby, NC, Shelby Amateur Radio Club,
http://shelbyhamfest.org

10/08/2016-Parkersburg/Wood County Hamfest, Wood County 4-H
Campground, Mineral Wells, WV, Wood County Emergency
Communications, http://wc8ec.org

11/12/2016-GSARC "BEACHFEST 2016", Old Pee Dee School, Conway,
SC, Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w4gs.org

CONTESTS:

Special Event Stations are listed on Page 6. Almost everyday there is some Ham Radio event going on
the air. These are compiled from several lists but the biggest and best is Bruce Horn’s, WA7BNM list (and
he had everything I found in other places and many I didn’t). Check it out.

5/1/16 SBMS 2.3 GHz and Up Contest and Club

Challenge,0600 local, Apr 30 to 2359 local, May 1
5/1/16 Russian WW MultiMode Contest,1200Z, Apr 30 to
1159Z, May 1

5/1/16 Florida QSO Party,1600Z, Apr 30 to 0159Z, May 1
and  1200Z-2159Z, May 1

5/1/16 AGCW QRP/QRP Party,1300Z-1900Z, May 1
5/2/16 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB,1900Z-2030Z, May
2

5/3/16 ARS Spartan Sprint,0100Z-0300Z, May 3
5/4/16 Phone Fray,0230Z-0300Z, May 4
5/4/16 CWops Mini-CWT Test,1300Z-1400Z, May 4 and
1900Z-2000Z, May 4 and  0300Z-0400Z, May 5

5/4/16 MIE 33 Contest,2300Z, May 4 to 0300Z, May 5
5/5/16 NRAU 10m Activity Contest,1700Z-1800Z, May 5 (CW)
and  1800Z-1900Z, May 5 (SSB) and  1900Z-2000Z, May 5

(FM) and  2000Z-2100Z, May 5 (Dig)

5/6/16 NCCC RTTY Sprint,0145Z-0215Z, May 6
5/6/16 NCCC Sprint,0230Z-0300Z, May 6
5/7/16 10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW,0001Z, May 7 to
2359Z, May 8

5/7/16 Microwave Spring Sprint,0800-1400 local, May 7
5/7/16 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon,1200Z, May 7 to 2400Z,
May 8

5/7/16 ARI International DX Contest,1200Z, May 7 to
1159Z, May 8

5/7/16 F9AA Cup, PSK,1200Z, May 7 to 1200Z, May 8
5/7/16 7th Call Area QSO Party,1300Z, May 7 to 0700Z,
May 8

5/7/16 Indiana QSO Party,1500Z, May 7 to 0300Z, May 8
5/7/16 FISTS Spring Slow Speed Sprint,1700Z-2100Z, May 7
5/7/16 Delaware QSO Party,1700Z, May 7 to 2359Z, May 8
5/7/16 New England QSO Party,2000Z, May 7 to 0500Z, May
8 and  1300Z-2400Z, May 8

5/11/16 Phone Fray,0230Z-0300Z, May 11
5/11/16 CWops Mini-CWT Test,1300Z-1400Z, May 11 and
1900Z-2000Z, May 11 and  0300Z-0400Z, May 12

5/11/16 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data,1900Z-2030Z,
May 11

5/12/16 NAQCC CW Sprint,0030Z-0230Z, May 12
5/13/16 NCCC RTTY Sprint,0145Z-0215Z, May 13
5/13/16 NCCC Sprint,0230Z-0300Z, May 13
5/14/16 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest,1200Z, May 14 to 1200Z,
May 15

5/14/16 HPC World Wide DX Contest,1200Z, May 14 to
1159Z, May 15

5/14/16 CQ-M International DX Contest,1200Z, May 14 to
1159Z, May 15

5/14/16 MARAC USA QSO Party,1400Z-2400Z, May 14 and
1400Z-2400Z, May 15

5/14/16 Arkansas QSO Party,1400Z, May 14 to 0200Z, May
15

5/14/16 Portuguese Navy Day Contest,1500Z, May 14 to
1500Z, May 15

5/14/16 FISTS Spring Unlimited Sprint,1700Z-2100Z, May
14

5/14/16 50 MHz Spring Sprint,2300Z, May 14 to 0300Z, May
15

5/15/16 WAB 7 MHz Phone,1000Z-1400Z, May 15
5/15/16 UA2 QSO Party,1300Z-1659Z, May 15
5/16/16 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest,0100Z-0300Z, May
16

5/18/16 Phone Fray,0230Z-0300Z, May 18
5/18/16 CWops Mini-CWT Test,1300Z-1400Z, May 18 and
1900Z-2000Z, May 18 and  0300Z-0400Z, May 19

5/19/16 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW,1900Z-2030Z, May
19

5/20/16 NCCC RTTY Sprint,0145Z-0215Z, May 20
5/20/16 NCCC Sprint,0230Z-0300Z, May 20
5/20/16 Slobozhansky Sprint Contest,1800Z-1959Z, May 20
(SSB) and

5/21/16 UN DX Contest,0600Z-2100Z, May 21
5/21/16 NZART Sangster Shield Contest,0800Z-1100Z, May
21 and  0800Z-1100Z, May 22

5/21/16 Aegean RTTY Contest,1200Z, May 21 to 1200Z, May
22

5/21/16 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW,1200Z, May 21
to 1200Z, May 22

5/21/16 EU PSK DX Contest,1200Z, May 21 to 1200Z, May 22
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5/21/16 Feld Hell Sprint,1600Z-1759Z, May 21 and  2000Z-
2159Z, May 21

5/21/16 Baltic Contest,2100Z, May 21 to 0200Z, May 22
5/25/16 SKCC Sprint,0000Z-0200Z, May 25
5/25/16 Phone Fray,0230Z-0300Z, May 25
5/25/16 CWops Mini-CWT Test,1300Z-1400Z, May 25 and
1900Z-2000Z, May 25 and  0300Z-0400Z, May 26

5/27/16 NCCC RTTY Sprint,0145Z-0215Z, May 27
5/27/16 NCCC Sprint,0230Z-0300Z, May 27
5/28/16 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW,0000Z, May 28 to 2359Z,
May 29

5/28/16 Portuguese Navy Day Contest, Digital,0800Z-
2359Z, May 28

5/29/16 SARL Digital Contest,1300Z-1600Z, May 29
6/2/16 NRAU 10m Activity Contest,1700Z-1800Z, Jun 2 (CW)
and  1800Z-1900Z, Jun 2 (SSB) and  1900Z-2000Z, Jun 2

(FM) and  2000Z-2100Z, Jun 2 (Dig)

6/4/16 10-10 Int. Open Season PSK Contest,0000Z, Jun 4
to 2400Z, Jun 5

6/4/16 Wake-Up!QRP Sprint,0600Z-0629Z, Jun 4 and  0630Z-
0659Z, Jun 4 and  0700Z-0729Z, Jun 4 and  0730Z-0800Z,

Jun 4

6/4/16 SEANET Contest,1200Z, Jun 4 to 1200Z, Jun 5
6/11/16 VK Shires Contest,0600Z, Jun 11 to 0600Z, Jun 12
6/11/16 Asia-Pacific Sprint, SSB,1100Z-1300Z, Jun 11
6/11/16 Portugal Day Contest,1200Z, Jun 11 to 1159Z, Jun
12

6/11/16 GACW WWSA CW DX Contest,1500Z, Jun 11 to 1500Z,
Jun 12

6/11/16 REF DDFM 6m Contest,1600Z, Jun 11 to 1600Z, Jun
12

6/11/16 ARRL June VHF Contest,1800Z, Jun 11 to 0300Z,
Jun 13

6/15/16 NAQCC CW Sprint,0030Z-0230Z, Jun 15
6/18/16 SMIRK Contest,0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19
6/18/16 All Asian DX Contest, CW,0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z,
Jun 19

6/18/16 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest,1400Z-1700Z, Jun 18 (144)
and  1700Z-1800Z, Jun 18 (432)

6/18/16 Stew Perry Topband Challenge,1500Z, Jun 18 to
1500Z, Jun 19

6/18/16 Kid's Day Contest,1800Z-2359Z, Jun 18
6/23/16 NAQCC CW Sprint,0030Z-0230Z, Jun 23
6/26/16 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB,1200Z, Jun
25 to 1200Z, Jun 26

6/26/16 Ukrainian DX DIGI Contest,1200Z, Jun 25 to
1200Z, Jun 26

6/26/16 ARRL Field Day,1800Z, Jun 25 to 2100Z, Jun 26

NEARBY HAM CLUBSAND MEETINGS:

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and December.
See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL members and guests are
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged. Always a good program.
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.
Mar 19, 2016 QCWA The last Chapter 126 meeting was held on Saturday,
March 19, 2016 at McCall’s BBQ & Seafood Restaurant in Clayton, NC, 10365
US 70 Hwy West, tel. 919.550.3877. Plan to arrive at 10:30 AM to socialize,
dinner at 11:00AM then business and program at about 11:45 PM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: This may not be
accurate. Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active,
but basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?” Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T
Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.” Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at>
yahoo <dot> com

2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at the
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 GlenwoodAvenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building
on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a
program on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner”
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. We meet at Hams Restaurant
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.

3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and
the meeting is at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?): Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville: Breakfast
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville,
1 0 3 S e d g e h i l l D r i v e ( m a p i t ) . F o r m o r e d e t a i l s s e e :
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS
http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/ Meets in Cary. See
website for details.

BriarpatchAmateur Radio Club - Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise
announced. http://galaxbarc.tripod.com/

SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS
From Karl,  W4CHX

NC ARRL Section Manager

May 15-21: National EMS Week, 0000Z-2359Z, W4A, West Jefferson,
NC. W4YSB – Ashe County Amateur Radio Club. 14.225 7.300. QSL.
Steve Adams, 234 Mount Jefferson State Park Rd, West Jefferson, NC
28694. In honor of national EMS week..... Qsl cards sase
www.w4ysb.org Special Event Station listings in the NC Section
newsletter are based on what appears on the ARRL website, see
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations Please consider listing your
Special Event Station at least 60 days before the event, see
http://www.arrl.org/special-events-application

J , 1400Z-1800Z, NC4MC, Troy, NC.une 4: Badin Bomber Loss
Montgomery Amateur Radio Society (MARS). 14.250 USB; 14.030 CW.
Certificate. Don Grady, KG4ZRH, 120 Woodline Dr, Troy, NC 27371.
June 08, 1944 crash of USN Bomber into Badin Lake NC.

June 25-26: NPOTA/Field Day at Bear Den Family Campgrounds,
Blue Ridge Parkway PK01 Mile Marker 324.8, 1800Z-2100Z, NC4MI,
Spruce Pine, NC. NC4MI. 80-10 Meters. Certificate and QSL. Luther W.
Lipfird Jr, 220 Blue Ridge Rd, Black Mountain, NC 28711. Event will be at
the "Bear Den Family Campgrounds" on the Blue Ridge Parkway. A
Special QSL card for the event. Your QSL to Add. in QRZ and SASE to
NC4MI Please. A certificate will be available for guest who operates
during Field Day. (NPOTACode PK01). nc4mi@charter.net
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club Meeting—11 April2016

by Don WS4NC subing for Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

The program was a DVD by Guy Tolbert about the Berlin Airlift
and post-war Ham Radio in Germany with the Army Air Corp.
No business was discussed.

Attendees were:

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Business Meeting—18 April 2016

by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of Directors
Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, was held on
Monday, 18 April 2016 at Ham’s Restaurant, 367 Lower Mall
Drive, Thruway Shopping Center, Winston-Salem. The
meeting was called to order by FARC President Jim Atkins-
W4UX, at 1936 hours. He welcomed all meeting attendees.

2. Meeting Attendees: The fifteen meeting attendees were
Jim Atkins-W4UX, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Terry Brown-
AK4D, Don Edwards-WS4NC, Gene Bowman-WB4MSG, Doc
Holliday-WB4QIZ, Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL, David Shoaf-
KC4X, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, Daryl Knight-N5WK, Jerry
Minor-K4GW, Jeff Stafford-AC4YN, David McDonald-N5WNB,
Kent Englebert-K4HKE and Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO.

3. Harold Richardson-N4HER: All meeting attendees
welcomed Harold to the meeting after his recent hospital stay.

4. Treasurers Report: Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, FARC
Treasurer, stated that the club balance was $5287.78. Henry
stated that the balance included the $100 Yaesu rebate, $108
in recent dues collections, $17.01 deposit from the Amazon
Smile program, $485 from the Collins receiver recently sold
and funds disbursed to purchase the Yaesu repeater board for
the 444.275 MHz repeater. An upcoming expense would be
the annual insurance payment for club equipment and
activities of about $740.

5. Items Needed to Complete Boy Scout Setup: Gene
Bowman-WB4MSG discussed the two items needed to
complete the setup for the Boy Scout troop as part of the recent
estate sale of radio gear and abiding by the family wishes for
estate disposition: power supply and a “go-box”. The cost of
the power supply would be approximately $100 and Don
Edwards-WS4NC provided the “go-box”.

6. Club Equipment Update Needs: Henry Heidtmann-
W2DZO, Don Edwards-WS4NC and Gene Bowman-
WB4MSG discussed items needed to update the club shack
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and for use during Field Day and other club outings. Items
discussed were two computers for the shack and one for
echolink, monitors and a pan adapter for one of the club K3
transceivers. A possible venue for the computer items was
Walmart refurbished units. The pan adapter will be explored
possibly over the Dayton hamfest trio.

7. Repeater Setup and Needs Discussion: Henry Heidtmann-
W2DZO, Don Eqwards-WS4NC, Jim Atkins-W4UX, Jerry
Minor-K4GW and Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL discussed items
and methods needed to replace the land line for the 444.275
MHz repeater. Also discussed was the purchase of “voter”
options for FARC repeaters to expand and improve the
reception area at a possible total cost of about $400. Items
needed would be investigated and possibly purchased at the
Dayton Hamfest per motion made by Jerry Minor-K4GW,
seconded by Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO and total affirmation
by meeting attendees.

8. Club Welcome Packet: Kent Englebert-K4HKE presented
a three-fold brochure describing the club, club activities, club
mission and a listing of club experts and officers that he had
designed. The club officer names and contact information
would be replaced by a link to the club website as officer names
could possible change each year. The brochure would be
printed when edits and corrections were finished.

9. Field Day: Daryl Knight-N5WK, Field Day Captain,
discussed the list of antenna captain volunteers, but more were
needed. Gene Bowman-WB4MSG that he would not be doing
Field Day antenna work until next month. He also discussed
using a beverage two directional antenna. Doc Holliday-
WB4QIZ discussed the W4S special event callsign to be used
on Field Day. Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO stated that the club
needed to get a licensed statement from the FCC to use the
special event callsign and that this would need to be kept on-
site during Field Day. Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV stated he was still
working on Boy Scout participation at Field Day.

10. Hamfest (11 June): David Shoaf-KC4X led discussion on
the Saturday, 11 June club hamfest to be held at Summit
School. He had received the hamfest packet from the ARRL,
needed help from about six club members primarily for Friday
night load-in, handling parking and ticket sales and repeater
talk-in. There was further discussion on handouts and flyers
advertising the hamfest. Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO stated
that he would take a recent handout, mark it up with current
information and get it ready for publishing for handouts at
upcoming hamfests and possibly at the Dayton hamfest.

11. Upcoming Meeting Agendas: Harold Richardson-N4HER
led discussion on upcoming club meeting agendas/programs.
Possible upcoming club programs are:

a. 9 May-Whisper program by Harold Richardson-N4HER
b. 13 June-Preparation for Field Day
c. 11 July-QSLcard
d. 8August-possibly passive repeaters
e. 12 September-Modern Test Equipment by Don Edwards
f. 10 October-open

g. 14 November-Club officer elections and agenda still
open

h. 5 December-Annual Holiday Dinner meeting.
Reservations have been made at River Ridge Tap House,

1480 River Ridge Drive, Clemmons.
i. 9 January 2017-Homebrew

12. Adjournment of Meeting: Motion to adjourn the meeting
was made by David Shoaf-KC4X, seconded by Doc Holiday-
WB4QIZ, affirmed by all and meeting was adjourned at 2029
hours.

Help! Early FARC Records
by Don, WS4NC

Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old
history of FARC as I can find. The club was originally called the
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the
early records were lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.
If you have any early records of FARC we would appreciate
either the donation of those or at least the opportunity to copy
them. Sadly the first thing a family throws out after a ham dies
is the paper work - I’ve been told directly by one family that “that
was just old ham radio papers and work papers - no one is
interested in that trash.”

The early history of FARC was written in 1934 by Wilson Lamb,
W4BOH. You can read it all at:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCHistory/1934%20FARC%20Hist
ory%20by%20W4BOH.htm

This month is the next part of the history compiled by Henry
Heidtmann, III from Next month we will have the next
installment of FARC’s history.

Read-The-Newsletter,
Attend-The-Meeting (RTN-ATM) -
Maybe win something!

To celebrate our 85th birthday (12/30/2015) we are having a
special drawing. First - you need to read theparticipation
Newsletter - hidden within will be some little stupid saying or poem between
two curley brackets { } on several pages. The words have been converted to
curves so doing a CTRL-F will not work; you have to actually look and read -
that requires a small investment of your effort and skill. Write what you find on a
3X5 card (provided at the FARC meeting) along with your call.

Just after the program there will be a drawing for a ham-related goodie. Each
month we will pull one entry from that month - the winner must be present to
win. At the December, Banquet all the cards (including monthly winners)2016
received from 8/2015 to 12/2016 will go into one drawing for a new 2-mobile
meter, 440 radio (Jetstream JT270M or equivalent); for the Big December,
2016 prize you will not need to be present to win (but we hope you will); for the
monthly prizes you must be present to win or we will draw another card.

We say JT270M or equivalent because due to the Chinese imports the market
is changing so fast that we don’t know what will be the best choice 15 to 16
months from now - we will commit to a particular radio around this time next
year. The costs of all this has been paid by a special anonymous donation.

The prize for December will be a pretty, blue Baofeng UV-5R already
programmed, charged and ready to go. The odds are really good each month
so read and be there. The plan right now is continue with blue UV-5Rs each
month, depending on availability or if something better comes along. The
Newsletter will announce what is coming each month.

Repeating the text from last month’s Diddle-de-dah-de-Don: “There is a new
secret message hidden in the Newsletter - look for {}. Print the secret 4-line
message on a 3X5 card (cards will be provided at the club meeting) orexactly
you can print the secret message on the back of a $20 bill -non-refundable
$100s are also good (thanks Click and Clack!) and drop it in the box at the next
FARC meeting. Rules: 1) Message must be exact. 2) Must be on a 3X5 index
card and appear exactly as in the Newsletter. 3) One entry per person. 4)
Winner must be present to win or another entry will be drawn. 5) No cash
value. 6) Prizes will vary
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Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC

Yes, the Newsletter is very late this month. Sorry about that, I
am batteling multiple computer issues, new computers, new
software (which has features I don’t want or need and doesn’t
work like the old software) and then there is the whole website
issue. My website is down and will be for a while. Hopefully by
next month I will be a new hosting provider that actually works
and isn’t being sued by everybody on the planet, including the
state of California.

False Etymologies of the Word
"Ham”

from Wikipedia

A number of folk etymologies about the supposed origin of
"ham" evolved over the years:

Alittle station called HAM

This widely circulated but fanciful tale claims that, around 1911,
an impassioned speech made by Harvard University student
Albert Hyman to the United States Congress, in support of
amateur radio operators, turned the tide and helped defeat a
bill that would have ended amateur radio activity entirely by
assigning the entire radio spectrum to the military. An amateur
station that Hyman supposedly shared with Bob Almy and
Peggie Murray, which was said to be using the self-assigned
call sign HAM (short for Hyman-Almy-Murray), thus came to
represent all of amateur radio. However, this story seems to
have first surfaced in 1948, and practically none of the facts in
the account check out, including the existence of "a little station
called HAM" in the first place.[12][13][14]

ACallsign

The 1909 Wireless Registry list in the May edition of Modern
Electrics listed Earl C. Hawkins of Minneapolis, Minnesota, as
operating with the callsign "H.A.M.", which was likely assigned
by the magazine.
HomeAmateur Mechanic magazine

In this version, supposedly HAM was an acronym derived from
the initials of a "very popular" magazine which covered radio
extensively. However, there is no evidence of a magazine
existing by this name.

Hertz-Armstrong-Marconi

It is sometimes claimed that HAM came from the first letter from
the last names of three radio pioneers: Heinrich Rudolf Hertz,
Edwin Armstrong, and Guglielmo Marconi. However, this
cannot be the source of the term as Armstrong was an
unknown college student when the term first appeared.

Hammarlund legend

Likely an example of corporate wishful thinking, Hammarlund
products were supposedly so preeminent in the pioneering era
of radio that they became a part of the language of radio.As the
story goes, early radio enthusiasts affectionately referred to
Hammarlund products as "Ham" products, and called
themselves "Ham" operators.[15] In truth, Hammarlund was a
minor and barely known company at the time "ham" started to
be used.

Most Probable

The term "ham operator" was commonly applied by 19th
century landline telegraphers to an operator with poor or "ham
fisted" skills.[2][3][4][5]

Early radio (initially known as wireless telegraphy) included

many former wire telegraph operators, and within the new
service "ham" was employed as a pejorative term by
professional radiotelegraph operators to suggest that amateur
enthusiasts were unskilled. In "Floods and Wireless" by Hanby
Carver, from the August 1915 Technical World Magazine, the
author noted "Then someone thought of the 'hams'. This is the
name that the commercial wireless service has given to
amateur operators..."[6]

This pejorative usage continued into at least 1940, as
evidenced in the January 1940 issue of The APCO Bulletin,
where it was written "Rumors of citations by the FCC for
violation of the superfluous traffic regulation on the part of
certain of our radiotelegraph stations have resulted in a sudden
decrease in 'hamming' on the police frequencies...".[7]

Even among amateur radio operators, the term was used
pejoratively at first by serious experimenters. For example, in
December 1916 QST magazine, an amateur operator working
on long distance message passing describes one way to avoid
interference was to send messages "...on Thursday nights,
when the children and spark coil 'hams' are tucked up in bed" (a
spark coil was an unsophisticated radio transmitter, made from
an automobi le igni t ion coi l , that produced noisy
interference).[8]

But only a few months later, in an indication of the changing use
of the term among amateurs, a QST writer uses it in a clearly
complimentary manner, saying that a particular 16-year-old
amateur operator "...is the equal of a ham gaining five years of
experience by hard luck."[9]

Use of "ham" as a slur by professionals continued, however. A
letter from a Western Union Telegraph Company employee,
printed in the December 1919 edition QST, showed familiarity
with the word's negative connotations, expressing concern that
"Many unknowing land wire telegraphers, hearing the word
'amateur' applied to men connected with wireless, regard him
as a 'ham' or 'lid'".[10]

But many other amateurs increasingly adopted the word "ham"
to describe their hobby and themselves during this period,
embracing the word that was originally an insult, similar to the
way Yankee Doodle evolved, as seen, for example, in Thomas
F. Hunter's exuberant "I am the wandering Ham" from the
January 1920 issue of QST.[11]

[References] see Wikipedia entry
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