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Tour-To-Tanglewood
Head ‘em Up; Move ‘em Out
by Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT

Saturday, September 17, 2016, 7:30AM: The century riders,
those taking the 100-mile loop, will roll out of Tanglewood Park.
30 minutes later the rest of the 1,100-plus pack will start
pedaling their choices of shorter loops to fulfill donation
pledges for this major National Multiple Sclerosis Society
activity. On their Forsyth and Davidson Counties routes, the
riders will be supported by volunteer-manned rest stops and by
assistance (SAG wagon) vehicles as needed.

The next day with the same starting times, slightly fewer riders
will pedal loops up to 85 miles (last year, maybe 100 this time)
through Forsyth, Yadkin and Davie Counties with the same
level of volunteer support.

Primary communications for the two days will be provided by
ham radio operators from Forsyth County ARES / Radio Club

continued on page 9
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Lewisville Special Event Station
by Terry Brown, AK4D,
Secretary-Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club set up a special
event station at the Lewisville Town Square on
Saturday, 13 August as part of the celebration of the
towns 25th anniversary as an incorporated town.
The celebration and special event station went very
well, was a lot of fun and our setup received a lot of
visitors curious about amateur radio, and one very
special visitor.

Setup began about 8 am with Harold Richardson-
N4HER and Terry Brown-AK4D arriving first. Soon,
Steve Patterson-WA3RTC, Harlan Colbert-W1HRC
and Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT arrived followed by
Van Key-KC4WSK, Stan, Jim Cole-KM4QPR, Ray
Purdom-K4ZGV, and Steven Mierisch-KG4GWU.
We set up our tables, canopies, and proudly
displayed the club’s banner.

Generators...generators and generators. As soon
as a loud generator fired up next to us and another
was being unloaded, we were wondering about our
ability to demonstrate how amateur radio operators
communicate to attendees. In expressing our

Continued on page 3
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hztone) and a444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on
Knollwood Street. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
outweb site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2016 are:

President: Jim Atkins, W4UX
Vice-President: Harold Richardson, NAHER
Secretary: Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman: Daryl Knight, NSWK
Arduino Workshop: Bob Gusek, NC4RG

All content is Copyright 2016, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Eitherthatorthe spork.
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FCC Exams Report

and FARC Membership
by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Allow me to offer all of you a hearty congratulations on your new
Amateur License. |look forward to chatting with you on the air.

DONALD WDURHAM KM4VWT T

For new hams, please complete the information on attached
form, if you have not already done so, for a free Membership to
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New
Ham - Exam date" Once the form is completed, bring to the next
club meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as well as
upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday of every month,
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting. The time
is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross building on 690
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required
via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your phone
number and email address. You may pre-register or get
additional information via Email to testing(@)w4nc.com
Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their license
MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing

B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be attached to
their FCC Form 605.

C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have
one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the FARC
application (usually the last page of the Newsletter), if you have
not already done so, for a free Membership to the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham - Exam
date". Once the form is completed, bring to the next club
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd Monday at the
Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross
building. You are Encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot>
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com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging upgrade
candidates to bring a copy of their license to exam sessions.
Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade candidates forgetting copies of
their license, will be dismissed and invited to bring their license
copy to next month’s exam session. A copy of your license
must accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process for all
exam candidates. Bring your original license, if you have one,
two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms
(CSCE’s-ifany).

How to print a copy of yourFCC License
by Don, WS4NC

1.Goto:
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UIsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.

3. Click on your call sign

4. Click on the ADMIN tab

5. Click on "Authorization -- Licensee”

6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file for
printing or saving.

Lewisville, continued from page 1

' concern to the emergency
“% responders who were manning
the running generator, they
smiled and quickly arrived with a
solution. They brought in sheets
of plywood and mounted them
near the generator and
effectively blocked 70 percent of
the generator sound coming our
way. Success on that one. For
the generator being unloaded,
Harlan Colbert-W1HRC quickly
directed the owners attention to
a power pole where he could get
his needed power. Another
potential problem was quickly
solved!!!

We set up several antennas
including 20 and 40 meter
vertical antennas to help
demonstrate single sideband
communications and a Tarheel
antenna for digital
communications on either 20 or
40 meters. The 20 meter vertical
was an MFJ antenna | use in
mobile communication mounted
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on the back of my SUV! Radios were a Yaesu FT-
857D for the voice communication and a Elecraft K3

for digital communications. An Elecraft KX3 was

also setup as adisplay.

Our special event station was setup, ready to go
using special event callsign N4C and we were ready
to go....well not quite yet. We were when our star of
the show, 13 year old Mason Matrazzo-KM4SlI,
arrived ready to start 20 meter single sideband
contacts. He dove in and started making contacts
and talked with folks about the purpose of the
special event station. Harold Richardson-N4HER
was doing digital contacts.

Visitors...visitors...visitors!! We had lots of visitors
curious about amateur radio, some individuals
coming in but we also had lots of families dropping
by. Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT and Terry Brown-AK4D
took on the enjoyable task of explaining what
amateur radio was, about our club, how to get
licensed, the public service aspect of amateur radio,
the fun side of amateur radio, repeaters, how radio
signals travel and the equipment needed.

Continued on page 4
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Special Visitor... Representative Virginia Foxx dropped
by and thanked us for what we were doing. She stated
that amateur radio was so important and she fully
supported our efforts and purpose. Terry Brown-AK4D
introduced himself to her stating that he had written her
several times asking for her support on HR1301—The

Amateur Radio Parity Act.  Representative Foxx again
stated her support for amateur radio. Then she noticed
Mason Matrazzo-KM4SlI| feverously making 20 meter
contacts. She talked with him for several minutes about
amateur radio, his home schooling and other items. She
then asked Mason to talk with his parents about coming to
Washington, DC with his parents and meeting with her.
Representative Foxx then said she would show him
around Washington and he could talk with others about
the importance of amateur radio and get more solid
support foramateur radio. She gave Mason her business
card, posed for several photos with Mason, thanked us
again for the important job we do and said good-bye.

Overall, although it was a hot, hot, day, it was fun and
everyone enjoyed participating. We made 86 contacts
during the four hour time we were “officially” operating.

I e
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Samuel F.B. Morse’s 'Gallery of the
Louvre' and the Art of Invention

EXHIBITION DATES:
Friday, February 17,2017 - Sunday, June 4, 2017

Reynolda House Museum of American Art will welcome an
American masterwork for this exhibition, Samuel F.B. Morse’s
Gallery of the Louvre (1831-33). Created when the artist was
living and working in Paris, the painting represents the famed
Salon Carée in the Musée du Louvre. Morse spent months
painting in the Louvre. Rather than faithfully representing the
paintings that were hanging in the gallery, however, Morse
carefully curated his ideal installation. He walked the halls of
the museum, selecting Old Master paintings for his
composition, then painstakingly copied the paintings and
“installed” them in the virtual gallery. He also included several
figures, including himself, in the center, instructing a young
woman, and his good friend James Fenimore Cooper, the
American writer, shown with his family. The resulting
monumental canvas—six feet by nine feet—was both an
example of Morse’s erudition and skill and a tool of instruction
for American viewers who did not have access to Renaissance
and Baroque paintings.

Morse, highly curious and well
educated, was as interested in
science and literature as he
was in art. While returning to
United States by ship in 1832,
he conceived the idea for the
machine that would become
the telegraph, even making a
crude prototype on board.

From then on, technological inventions would occupy him
more than art. The disappointing public reception of the Gallery
of the Louvre in New York and Connecticut likely contributed to
his decision to abandon painting. Today, the painting is
recognized as a key work in the development of American art.

In many ways, however, the painting and the telegraph
demonstrate Morse’s interest in a single subject: the
transmission of knowledge. Morse created the Gallery of the
Louvre to instruct American audiences about important works
of art. He created the telegraph to communicate information
quickly and across great distances. The painting thus serves
as a bridge between old modes of communication and new
technological tools that heralded the information age. The
painting also addresses complex themes such as the
relationship between art and science, literature and theatre,
geography and mapping, artistic practice and the
establishment of the canon, invention and technology, and
religion. Reynolda’s exhibition of the painting, called Samuel
F.B. Morse’s Gallery of the Louvre and the Art of Invention, will
include Morse’s epic painting, as well as early telegraph
machines, books, and prints to explore these themes as well as
to consider the history of the transmission of information.

[Editor’s note: Thanks to Ray Purdom for being FARC
Liaison for this event. FARC is working with Reynolda
House with some very special plans for this event. More
will be in future Newsletters and the plans become
finalized.]
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September Treasure Hunt

Yes there really are curly brakets hidden somewhere in this
Newsletter. They are going to become increasingly challenging
tofind. Last month the winner of the FARC Blue handheld was
Sam Poindexter, NI4TG.

See details elsewhere in this Newsletter. Basically just show
up at the meeting, fill out a card and stay to the end of the
meeting to be eligible for the drawing for a FARC Blue Baofeng
transceiver. November meeting will be the last Baofeng. At
the Christmas dinner this year will be a Jetstream 2m/440
mobile radio.

By Wilson Lamb, Jr., W4BOH

From the Land of Magic

by Wilson Lamb, W4BOH

I’m sure many of our more mature
members have seen and/or used
the venerable Simpson 260
multimeter. It's a rugged old thing,
in a really solid Bakelite case. But
who has heard of the Roto §
Ranger? In the heady days after
WWII, the economy was taking off
and a plethora of new consumer
goods was coming out, including
electronic entertainment
equipment. Factories were
upgrading and introducing
technology and automation.
Before the war, consumer radio

issues were handled, as a .
sideline, by furniture and hardware stores. Service work was

the province of mostly self-taught jackleg labor, mostly poorly
paid, but there were schools, both correspondence and brick
and mortar, that taught radio and industrial electricity and
electronics. Some of the names are still with us, like DeVry.

Many hams and gadgeteers had worked long hours at war
production and in the military, so there was a pool of new
talent available. One such individual was Al Hege, W4ABT. A
ham since the late 20s or early 30s, he had helped start
WA4NC, the Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Seeing the
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burgeoning electronics market heating up, Al hooked up with
a non-ham guy with business smarts and started a
radio/electronics store, cleverly named Dalton-Hege Radio
Supply Co. and located in downtown Winston-Salem. That
first store was in an old storefront, not too wide but pretty
deep. Of course, | have no idea where the The Link 2 shelves
came from, but one of my very early memories is of going
there with Dad, W4BOH, to help shelve the first shipments of
inventory. | don’t know how many hours Dad put into that
work, but after the store became successful Al presented Dad
with a thank you gift, a Simpson Roto Ranger.

At last, the subject of our story! The Roto Ranger is an odd
duck. It's a multimeter, yes, but nothing really special,
technically. Stylistically, it's another story. Rather than the
taut, efficient design of the 260 family, it's carefully designed
to look upscale and important. It’s in a luggage like case,
almost as big as a portable typewriter case, covered in some

Continued on the next page

Wilson's 1951 Simpson Roto Ranger
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sort of faux leather. Inside are wonders of design and
craftsmanship. The lid of the case is lined in blue velvet and
the panel is highly polished black Bakelite. That’s just the
beginning, though. Rather than the crowded meter face of
other multimeters, the Roto Ranger has a large meter
movement and an important looking knob.

There is only one scale in the meter face, the one selected by
the knob! All the usual scales are indicated in a circle around
the knob and each pops up in the meter as the knob is turned!
Who knows; was it meant all along as a status/presentation
item? It certainly didn’t match the typical service tech’s bag of
tricks! All this rated a price of $69.95. | don’t have an inflation
calculator handy, but that would have been out of reach for
most people in 1951! The basic 260 was $38.

Well, Dad was proud of the Roto Ranger and whenever we
encountered an electrical or electronic malfunction I'd soon
hear “Get the Roto.” It served us both well for several years,
until he pulled one of my favorite tricks and put the leads
across a 1200V power supply, with the scale set to some low
Ohms range. After quite a bit of magic smoke came out, the
big meter glass was blackened and the scale invisible. No
matter, the needle was way past moving anyway. Needless to
say (I will anyway), there was soon arranged a trip back to
Simpson for repairs, duly completed.

Of course, | still have it! Lambs tend to hold on to things,
especially if there’s a sentimental connection. It lives in the
LOM and appears occasionally for admiration. For real work |
use Harbor Freight meters, often gotten free (coupons, DFMA
door prizes), that fit in my pocket. | picked up the meter
destroying talent and blow up at least three a Wilson’s 1951
Simpson Roto Ranger Newsletter of the Durham FM
Association September 2016 year! Does anyone need a few
sets of meter leads or cheap Chinese nine-volt batteries?

Ok, that’s about it for the ole Roto’s story. Before long, I'll be
passing iton to K4OGP, Chris or KM4DNU, Peter, so they can
keep the Roto tradition alive. | can attest that it works on
transmitters, receivers, stoves, cars, model planes, radios,
TV sets, HI-FI (not WIFI) equipment, and other things not
remembered. Thanks again for joining me for some
memories from the LOM!

{Ed. note: Simpson 260 are still made and are available for just a little over
$300. Old Simpson 260s are serious collectors items and there are web sites
devoted to them. | had a Simpson 260-6P circa 1965 - | was the boss! | wish |
still had that meter. Co-published with Newsletter of the Durham FM
Association September 2016.}
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Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for
FARC to earn a little money here. Go to the Amazon Smile link
below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
Inc. Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It
costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club. Anything you
order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link — if, after
you register, you forget to order through the smile program it
will usually remind you. Again it costs you nothing more.
Amazon is supporting legal 501¢(3) organizations through this
program. Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
Www.smile.amazon.com

September’s WAYBAC Machine

by Don, WS4NC

For this month’s trip in the WAYBAC machine | have an article
which | found on the internet. | think this was published in the
Yadkin Ripple, but I'm not certain. Nor am | aware of when it
was published. | was not able to contact the family. |
remember the name, but | don’t think | ever met Walter, K4NLJ.
His QSL card is shown below. The article is on the next page
and continues at the top of page 8.

WL Pried

i W
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WNLATR = RECWR
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"Ei?liiﬁ “MiaT
Experlences

Walter Speer, of the Enon com-

munity, has become the latest
“ham” radio operator in Yadkin

County, ppaking the third radio en-.
the.

thusiast now on the air in-

county.

The Enon man, who is cnm—
mander of the Amerman Legion
Post at East Bend, began to get
seriously interested in radio last
year, and has been licensed as a
novice for nine months.

He purchased the equipment
shown in the above photograph,
but wants to build a set himself
soon. He is hoping to get a gen-
eral designation by November,

after first successfuly completing
a test before the Federal Commun-

ications Commission.

~ Tapping with his sending key,
his CQ, CQ, CQ,” goes out over
the - airwaves almost every night,

SHOWN ON THE Al B

WALTER SPEER. NEWEST ILADNG FAM, 15
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-the ‘call words and request for 3.113’
other “ham” who hears them to.
.answer.

~He is interested ‘in contacting
other operators in as many states

as possible, so he “picks and
chooses.”  When he hears a call,
he takes up a manual which opera-
tors use and looks up the sender’s
call number to see who 11: is and
.where he is from.

- Using his call numbers,
'KN4NLJ, he has communicated
with other radio fans in 22 states,
operating under 80, 40, and 15
meters. At the completion of con-
‘tact, he fills in and mails a card
with his call letters in huge letters.
Operators post these on their bul-
letin boards, where the oversize
letters can be seen across the room. !
He is required to keep a log of
each time he goes on the air, and
who he communicates with.

“One of the interesting things
about.transmitting is that one time
T TAYtalk with™ & ter year old
boy and the next time with the
president of some big corporation,”
' he says.

He says that “ham” operators
get blamed for television interfer-
ence from people in the commun-
ity, when somebody’s faulty iron
is causing the trouble. “One time
| my transmitter was in Winston-
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Salem for two weeks and the com-

plaints still .came in,” he said.

. Speer gives a lot of credit to
learning the technicalities of radio
to George Boyd, who owns Glen-
wood, who has been a general op-
erator for about five years. The
only other “ham’ in the county is
Delma Ray Lineberry, of near East
Bend, an experienced radio op-
erator who has a set in hlS homy¢
and one in his car.

\‘\\\ Wiy %
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The “Blue Velvet”

"Wonder" of 980
by Don, WS4NC

Hey "Wild Thing"! Are you "Looking for Adventure"?
Or are you "Born to be Wild"? Then you need to
"Celebrate - Dance to the Music". Getyour "Little ol'
Lady From Pasadena" and get into your "Little
Deuce Coupe" and head out into the "Blue Velvet"
night on the "Yellow Brick Road" under the “Blue
Moon” Mr. Peabody. Because the Good Guys are
back! "Letthe word go forth!"

If you didn't grow up from the late 1950s to the early
1970s this may be harder to relate to. If you are part
of that time then you listened to AM Radio. And
locally from Davie County to Western Guildford
County, from Surry/Stokes to Rowan and Davidson
Counties you listened to WTOB. Among my group
of friends saying "We Try Our Best" was code for turn
the radio to 1380 dude!
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Well - they're back! Sadly not on 1380 - just drop
400 kHz and go to 980. And the official FCC callsign
has changed to WEGO - but it is the same. Many of
the same guys and the very same music, with the
same WTOB jingles and sound. Even a full-time

request line 336-761-1380. If you must, go to 93.6
FM for a simulcast - but it is not quite the same and
you are a non-believer. The FM sound has wider
fidelity, but not higher fidelity; it is just not the same.
45 RPM records (remember those?) from the time
were mixed for the more limited fidelity on AM.

And it is more than just the fidelity. Here it is a
summer evening and the storms are starting to roll in
from the west. There is alittle lightning crackle to the
radio that takes me back to that time. When driving
under a bridge the sound fades out a little. It was a
distraction at the time, but now it takes me back. “I'm
GladAll Over.”

980 "I Can't Help Falling in Love with You." I'm
“Homeward Bound." "When no one else can
understand me, you give me hope and consolation."
"What am [ living for, if not for you? No one else will
do." "I've Passed This Way Before." | still can [hear]
"Blue Velvet" through my [ears]. "Everything is as it
was." "Since | metyou mywhole life has changed."
"Baby, I'm Yours." Get your "Transistor Sister" and
go to 980 for "Winston-Salem's home for the hits.

Continued on the next page




The BIG 980." Whoooooa . . . “‘Remember Then”?
This has helped “This Old Heart of Mine.”

If you get even 10% of the these references then A)
you are way on the south side of 50 and B) you know
what | am talking about. Even if you don’t meet

those two criteria, go to 980 on the AM dial and you
soon will. You will love the “Monkey’s Uncle.” It’s not
too late to “Rock and Roll’, even if you don’t
“‘Remember”.

€ Ron Leishman * www ClipartOf. com/442408

Teletype Perforation Tape

| know this is a weird request, but we will be needing some
paper tape for the upcoming Samuel FB Morse exhibit at
Reynolda House. The preferred type would be the yellow stuff
used on ASR-33 Teletype machines but the older 5-level
Baudot machine tape will work. Anything with a width under 1-
inch but even that is negotiable. The preferred type would be
without the index holes but we are not picky.

We are building a morse code printer for young visitors to take
home their name in Morse code at the upcoming SFB Morse
Reynolda House exhibit. We can find the tape, itisn’trare, it's
just that no one has any need for it anymore and eBay sellers
seem to think it is worth more than itis. Should you have a roll
or two (or 507) stored away that you would be willing to donate
it would be appreciated and would be going to a good cause.
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Tour-To-Tanglewood

Continued from page 1

and other nearby ham clubs stationed at rest stops and in
support vehicles. Some of the motorcycle support folks have
mobile rigs, and a few cyclists carry Hts.

This is our primary public service event each year. Be there! Do
that! Get the tee shirt!

Bike MS, the event managers, have asked us for 18 hams on
Saturday and 17 on Sunday. As of September 10 we have most
major spot filled but we would still like to have some additional
“ride-alongs”. If you are uncertain we can match you up with
someone experienced - it will be about the most ham radio fun
you have had this year.

If you're a bit uncertain about going solo for a public service
event, ask to double up with an experienced ham at a rest stop.

Bike MS provides vehicles and drivers. Hams for those
vehicles bring a VHF mobile or HT unit, a magnetic mount
antenna and a 12-volt power cable. For those with Baofeng
radios, the last is the accessory “battery eliminator”. While the
mobile rigs in their own cars are optimal for rest stop hams,
we’ve learned that 4 or 5 watt HTs are sufficient if used with a
supplemental antenna. J-Poles, Slim Jims, half or quarter-
wave collapsibles or even the 17-inch whips sold by MFJ and
our local ham shops have worked. Helical rubber duckies
aren’t efficientenough.

To volunteer or to get more information: email Jim Mansfield at
wadnot@arrl.net, check into the Forsyth County ARES Net
which meets Thursday evenings at 8:30 PM on 145.47, or talk
to the ARES representative at the August or September FARC
meeting.
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Madora Cooley Blackburn

KC4SZ0O-SK

Madora Cooley Blackburn
passed away Saturday,
07/30/2016 at the age of 88.
She was born on February 22,
1928 to Wiley and Eliza
Prentiss Cooley in Leakesville,
Mississippi. She retired with 29

years of service from Lucent Technologies where
she worked as Secretary and Auditor.

Sheis survived by her Husband of 65 years Spencer
J. Blackburn, and two sons, Buddy C. Blackburn and
Carl S. Blackburn, and her daughter-in-law Donna P.
Blackburn. She had 4 grandchildren, John C.
Blackburn (and wife Shannon), Melinda K. Blalock,
Cynthia D. Williamson, and Christina L. Flanegin
(and husband Jimmy). She had 9 great-grand
children: Michael C Blackburn, Adrian K. Blackburn,
Joshua D. Blalock, Brendan X. Blalock, Bradley X.
Blalock, Chloe S. Williamson, Mikayla L. East,
Logan R. Blackburn, and Austin D. Van Etten.

A Funeral Service will be conducted at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at Parklawn Memorial
Park Mausoleum Chapel with Pastor Ed Sears
officiating. The family will receive friends following
the service at the chapel.

She was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. She was devout believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and our loss is heavens gain.

2 Timothy 4:6 & 7: "For | am now ready to be offered,
and the time of my departure is at hand. | have
fought the good fight, | have finished my course, |
have kept the faith."
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Amos Sanford Clark, Sr.
K4ROE-SK

Amos Sanford Clark, age 98,
passed away August 13,
2016. A memorial service is
planned for Saturday, August
20, at 2:00 pm in the chapel
of First Presbyterian Church
in Winston-Salem.

Amos was born in Winston-
Salem, NC, on September
18, 1917, to William Sanford
and lda Lu Richardson Clark,

and was the second of their four sons (Roy, CIyde and
W.S. Clark). In 1937, he married Mabel Parker on his
twentieth birthday, and they were together for 57 years
until her death in 1995. Also in 1937, Amos joined the
Mengel Box Company (later Container Corporation of
America and Smurfit-Stone), where he worked for forty-
two years, retiring as Plant Engineer. He was a founding
member of the Winston-Salem Ham Radio Club and
provided emergency communications through North
Carolina during natural disasters. He could build, repair
and operate any kind of electronic or mechanical
equipment. He designed and built his home on Lynhaven
Drive, where he and Mabel raised their family and grew a
big garden every year, sharing irises, roses, corn, and
tomatoes with many friends. They enjoyed their
retirement years together, spending their time
gardening, volunteering, and enjoying their
grandchildren. Amos was active in the Master
Gardener’s program for many years. Several years after
Mabel’s death, Amos met Martha Styers, who became
his sweetheart and faithful friend. He was a member of
the Covenant Class at First Presbyterian Church, which,
along with Martha, was a big source of fellowship and
love during his last years.

During his long life, Amos suffered the loss of his
parents, three brothers (Roy, Clyde, and W.S. Clark), his
wife Mabel, two of his four children (Amos, Jr. and David
Clark), a grandchild (David Clark, Jr.), and his
sweetheart Martha Styers. He is survived by his
daughter Suzanne Clark, son Steve Clark (wife Martha),
daughter-in-laws Darla and Nancy Clark, and
grandchildren Amos Il (Sandy) Clark, Jeff Clark, Kenny
Clark, Elizabeth Clark, Alex Boyd, Travis Boyd, and
Nicholas Boyd. He had four great-grandchildren, Amos
IV, Maighan, Fallon, and Noah Clark; and two great-
great-grandchildren, Cooper Richardson and Amos
Clark V.

[Ed. Note: | hope to publish some memories of Amos in
the November or December Newsletter. If you have
some memories of Amos please send me an email to
ws4nc <at>dwepe <dot>com.

Page 10



Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests,

Club meetings, etc.
By Don WS4NC

[Ed. Note: Newly updated. There really isn't one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging
across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. With your help | can make this a
more useful listincluding events in NC, GA, VA, SCand TN.] *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

HAMFESTS:

09/03/2016-North Carolina State Convention (Shelby Hamfest),
Cleveland County Fairgrounds, Shelby, NC, Shelby Amateur Radio Club,
http://shelbyhamfest.org

10/1/2016-Rockhill, SC Hamfest

10/08/2016-Parkersburg/Wood County Hamfest, WWood County 4-H
Campground, Mineral Wells, WV, Wood County Emergency
Communications, http://wc8ec.org

11/12/2016-GSARC "BEACHFEST 2016", Old Pee Dee School, Conway,
SC, Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w4gs.org

CONTESTS:

Special Event Stations are listed on Page 6. Almost everyday there is some Ham Radio event going on
the air. These are compiled from several lists but the biggest and best is Bruce Horn’s, WA7BNM list (and
he had everything | found in other places and many | didn’t). Checkitout.

9/1/16 NRAU 10m Activity Contest
(CW) and 1800Z-1900z, Sep 1 (SSB) and
1 (FM) and 2000Z-2100Z, Sep 1 (Dig)
9/3/16 All Asian DX Contest, Phone
2400Z, Sep 4

9/3/16 Wake-Up!QRP Sprint 0600Z-0629Z, Sep 3 and
0630zZ-0659Z, Sep 3 and 0700Z-0729Z, Sep 3 and 0730zZ-
0800z, Sep 3

1700z-1800zZ, Sep 1
1900Z-2000Z, Sep

0000z, Sep 3 to

9/3/16 AGCW Straight Key Party 1300z-1600%Z, Sep 3
9/4/16 DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest 1100z-
1700Z, Sep 4

9/6/16 MI QRP Labor Day CW Sprint 2300z, Sep 5 to

0300z, Sep 6

9/10/16 FOC QSO Party 0000Z-2359%, Sep 10

9/10/16 WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000z, Sep 10 to 23597,
Sep 11

9/10/16 ARRL September VHF Contest
0300z, Sep 12

9/11/16 North American Sprint, CW
11

9/11/16 Swiss HTC QRP Sprint 1300z-1900%Z, Sep 11
9/17/16 ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 0600 local, Sep 17
to 2400 local, Sep 18

9/17/16 SARL VHF/UHF Analogue/Digital Contest

1000z, Sep 17 to 1000Z, Sep 18

9/17/16 All Africa International DX Contest 1200%Z, Sep
17 to 1200Z, Sep 18

9/17/16 Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW
17 to 1200Z, Sep 18
9/17/16 SRT HF Contest SSB
Sep 18

9/17/16 OQRP Afield 1500z, Sep 17 to 0300Z, Sep 18
9/17/16 New Hampshire QSO Party 1600Z, Sep 17 to
0400z, Sep 18 and 1600Z-2200Z, Sep 18

9/17/16 Washington State Salmon Run 1600Z, Sep 17 to
2400Z, Sep 18

9/18/16 North American Sprint, RTTY
18

9/18/16 BARTG Sprint 75 1700Z-2100Z, Sep 18
9/24/16 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000z, Sep
24 to 24007, Sep 25
9/24/16 Maine QSO Party
Sep 25

9/24/16 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1400z-1700%Z, Sep 24 (144)
and 1700Z-1800Z, Sep 24 (432)
9/24/16 Texas QSO Party

Sep 25

1800z, Sep 10 to

0000z-0400Z, Sep

1200z, Sep

1300Z, Sep 17 to 1300%Z,

0000Z-0400Z, Sep

1200Z, Sep 24 to 1200Z,

1400Z, Sep 24 to 2000Z,
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NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and December.
See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL members and guests are
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged. Always a good program.
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.
The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held on Saturday, September
10, 2016 at the Best Food Cafeteria in Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests
are welcome! Our meeting room will be in the Steakhouse. Go into the Gift
shop and take an immediate right opposite the cash register. Wearing your
Ham badge is encouraged. Directions: the Best Food Cafeteria is at 220 East
11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone number is 919-742-2475 and located on
Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West of the intersection with Highway 421, and
right across the street from Marsh Auto Parts. When: Planto arrive at 11:30 AM
to socialize, dinner at 12Noon, business and program at about 12:45 PM.
Board members are requested to arrive at 11 AM. Program: The program will
be by chapter member Jack Emerson, W4TJE on “The W4TJE Adventures:
Activating Summits on the Air.”

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: This may not be
accurate. Lastinfo | had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active,
but basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that s it.
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?” Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T
Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.” Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at>
yahoo <dot>com

2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at the
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building
on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a
program on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner”
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. We meet at Hams Restaurant
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.

3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PMto meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and
the meeting is at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?): Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville: Breakfast
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville,
103 Sedgehill Drive (map it). For more details see:
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS

http://k4stk.com/index.html .
Continued on page 13
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Hara Arena, Home of
Dayton Hamvention
Closes

OK, let’s get it out of the way - we all 7528
hated Hara Arena - it was old, poorly &
laid out, poorly maintained and (at
least one year) a sewer. But it was
our place we loved to hate. The §
Hara Arena is closing and going
away. Even with its deficiencies, it
had a ceratin allure to those of us
who had been there year after year.
The Hamvention must move.

The Dayton ARC has announced
that the Hamvention will move to the
Greene County Fairgrounds in
Xenia, Ohio. Inthe two maps shown
here to the same scale it is obvious &
that the Fairgrounds is a much
bigger place with lots of open green
space. Paved parking might be an s o, o, =4 ol L

issue but I expect a lot of that open Hara Arena is the large paved spot in the middle of picture. Most of the area around

green space will be used for parking, Hara is other businesses, but the grassy fields were used for parking.
and hopefully for fleamarket.

Those of us who stay at University of Dayton will see little difference in travel, | expect, since Google Maps puts the time to Hara Arena as 21
minutes and to Green County Fairgrounds as 24 minutes. It is longer but better roads and not through town traffic (mostly). Your actual
mileage may vary. We'll see.

As to the Hamvention itself there will be some adjustment pains. There is less commercial space and some of that will be covered cattle
barns with concrete floors but no AC. Since itis in May that may or may not be issue. Some years it has been cool and below 40 degrees,
some years it has been hotter than a late summer jalapeno.

The buildings are all nearly new, so thatis a plus. Sadly Xenia was hit by tornados, most recently in 2000, but that has resulted in all new
buildings at the Fairgrounds. How the fleamarket area will be splitup is not clear yet.

The Dayton (now Xenia?) Hamvention is a major event. Itdraws 25,000+ attendees from atleast 60 countries. Itis estimated to bring about
$18,000,000 in revenue to the area. Major ham manufacturers usually announce their new products there. The fleamarket is without

The Greene County fairgrounds take up most of the area below. Lots of grassy comparison. If you walk all the rows
areas and new buildings - but some are cattle barns. you moved so fast that you can not
— 1 see everything, especially in the
fleamarket where the best goodies
usually require some digging.

Our group that goes up each is
limited to 12, although we have
discussed doubling that and hiring a
professional driver and a bus. ltis
up for discussion. The costs for the
trip will probably be under $300
(maybe closer to $230) for a place to
stay, tickets and a sitting spot in our
booth. Thatis an estimate, not a firm
price. Basically all but food.
Payment would be due in February.
The decision on how this will unfold
is still open but will have to be
finalized by the end of September. If
we stay with the 12 probably all spots
are full. We'll see what happens. If
you are seriously interested see
Henry Heidtmann at one of the club
meetings and soon - as we have to
commiton rooms October 1.
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Nearby Ham Radio Clubs
continued from page 11

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/
website for details.

Meets in Cary. See

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meetingin 2015 is ? ; the meeting
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise
announced. http://galaxbarc.tripod.com

SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS
From Karl, W4CHX
NC ARRL Section Manager

September 10: 48th Annual National Hollerin’ Contest Spiveys’ Corner, 1500Z-2200Z,
KK4NC, Dunn, NC. Sampson County Amateur Radio Service. 14.264 14.242 7.264
7.242. Certificate. Cliff Ireland (KK4NC),

170 Pinecroft Dr, Dunn, NC 28334. www.nationalhollerincontest.com

ARDUINO CLASSES STARTING
AGAIN!

It has been a while since we
have had an Arduino class.
Bob, NC4RG, is feeling
better and wants to get back
to holding classes again.
The next class is October 1.
For more details goto
http://ncbob.info or email
Bob direct at
nc4rg@yandex.com.

ARDUINO

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Business Meeting - 15 August 2016

by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
was held on Monday, 15 August 2016 at Ham’s Restaurant,
367 Lower Mall Drive, Thruway Shopping Center, Winston-
Salem. The meeting was called to order by FARC President
Jim Atkins-W4UX, at 1933 hours. He welcomed all meeting
attendees.

2. Meeting Attendees: The seventeen meeting attendees
were Jim Atkins-W4UX, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Terry
Brown-AK4D, Don Edwards-WS4NC, David Shoaf-KC4X,
Geoff Rudy-KK4MQV, Jerry Minor-K4GW, Steve Patterson-
WAS3RTC, John Kippe-K1PPE, Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, Jim
Register-KV4SJ, Harlan Colbert-W1HRC, Van Key-
KC4WSK, Sam Poindexter-KM4LUD, Ray Purdom-K4ZGV,
Jeff Stafford-AC4YN and Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ.

3. Treasurers Report: Henry Heidtmann-w2DZO, FARC
Treasurer, was not at the meeting. However, the club
balance at the main club meeting the previous Monday night
was $3849.51.
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4. Future Meeting Topics: Planned future meeting topics
are:

a. August—Passive Repeaters-Harold Richardson-
N4HER
b. September— What to Look for in Buying Radios by
Mike Atkins-N4VE.
c. October-Possible program on operating the K3
transceivers
d. November—Modern Test Equipment-Don Edwards-
WS4NC
Election of club officers will also be held this meeting.
e. December-FARC Holiday Party
f. January-Show and Tell

5. Lewisville 25th Year Special Event Station: Terry Brown-
AK4D gave meeting attendees a summary of the club’s
successful special event station setup for Lewisville’s 25th
year anniversary of being an incorporated town. The special
event station which used the callsign N4C was held the past
Saturday, 13 August. He and Harold Richardson-N4HER,
started setup at 8:15 that morning. Soon, Steve Patterson-
WA3RTC, Harlan Colbert-W1HRC and Jim Mansfield-
WAA4NOT arrived followed by Van Key-KC4WSK, Stan
Overby, WA4RDZ, Jim Cole-KM4QPR, Ray Purdom-
K4ZGV, and Steven Mierisch-KG4GWU. There were some
generator noises issues, but those were minimized with
actions by Harlan Colbert-W1HRC and positive efforts by
Lewisville emergency responders. There were a lot of
visitors with Terry Brown-AK4D and Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT
teaching the visitors about amateur radio’s missions
focusing on public service. The key operator was Mason
Matrazzo-KM4SIlI making contacts on 20 meter USB. A
special visitor was Representative Virginia Foxx expressing

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Meeting—8 August 2016

by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 8 August 2016
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red
Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order
by President Jim Atkins-W4UX, at 7:32 pm. He
welcomed all attendees, approximately 40, who
introduced themselves.

2. Treasurers Report: Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO
reported that the club balance was $3849.51 with the
majority of Field Day expenses paid.

3. VEC Info: VEC Coordinator Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL
thanked all of the VE volunteers (Mike Atkins-W4VE,
Henry Smith-W4HHS, Bill Thompson-KK4ZIU and Sam
Poindexter-KM4LUD) that helped with the before
meeting test session. Dale congratulated Don KM4VWT
for getting his Technician Ticket.
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4. Repeater Report: Tech Chairman Dale Mierisch-
WB9SZL stated that all three of the club repeaters were
operational and gave a general description of each.
Paging lockup issues have been noted with the 146.64
repeater requiring additional work. Dale reported that
the new Yaesu System Fusion Repeater for the 444.275
repeater system at Baptist Hospital was in his
possession and needed preliminary work is about done
with Don Edwards-WS4NC help. Computer systems
needed for repeater operation have been upgraded to
Windows 10 over the past month and accessory
programs and drivers have been upgraded.
Additionally, echolink node issues from a ham in South
Africa on the 145.470 Sauratown repeater have been
noted are in the process of being corrected.

5. ARES Report: ARES Coordinator Jim Mansfield-
WA4NOT was not present at the meeting, but his report
was read by Jim Atkins-W4UX. For the Tour to
Tanglewood event scheduled for 17-18 September, Jim
needs ten more volunteers. On Saturday, he needs two
volunteers for SAG wagons and three for rest stops. On
Sunday, he needs three volunteers for SAG wagons and
two for rest stops. If you can help, please contact Jim at
WA4NOT (at) ARRL (dot) net.

6. Member Appreciation: President Jim Atkins-W4UX
gave a thank you Starbucks gift card to Kent Englebert-
K4HKE for his QSL card presentation at the July FARC
meeting plus his work on a club membership brochure
and making name badges for members that have
requested them.

7. Presentation on Passive Repeaters: Harold
Richardson-N4HER gave a presentation on passive
repeaters. Passive repeaters are two antennas either
reflective or refractive, that do not have electronics, are
back to back, that are setup to provide solid
communications from a “dead” communications area
to/from a communications repeater.

8. Baofeng Hand Held Radio Winner: Don Edwards-
WS4NC presented Sam Poindexter-NI4TG with a new
Baofeng handheld radio as winner of this months
contest.

9. Miscellaneous Announcements:

a. Name Badges: Kent Englebert-K4HKE stated that
he had name badges ready for those who had requested
one. If there is an error on the name badge, please let
him know. If you need a name badge, please let him
know at K4HKE (at) ARRL (dot) net.

b. Madora Blackburn—Silent Key: Madora Blackburn
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(KC4SZO) passed away Saturday, 30 July at the age of
88. Sheis survived by her husband of 65 years Spencer
J. Blackburn (W4RJR), and two sons, Buddy C.
Blackburn and Carl S. Blackburn. A service was held 3
August at Parklawn Memorial Park Mausoleum Chapel.

c. Arduino Class: Don Edwards-WS4NC stated that
the next Arduino class will be held at our meeting roomin
the Red Cross on Saturday, 1 Octoberat9 am.

d. Dayton Hamfest is Moving: Henry Heidtmann-
W2DZO stated that the Dayton Hamfest was moved.
(Secretary add-on note: The Dayton Hamfest has been
in the Hara Arena for the past 52 years. The new
location is the Greene County Fairgrounds and Event
Centerin Xenia, Ohio about 16 miles east of Dayton.)

e. Supplement to August Newsletter: Don Edwards-
WS4NC stated that a supplement to the August club
newsletter will be finished in about a week including
information on the Tour to Tanglewood event which is
one of the clubs largest public service event.

f. Samuel F.B. Morse Exhibit at Reynolda House
Museum of American Art: Ray Purdom (K4ZGV)
updated everyone on the Samuel F.B. Morse Exhibit at
Reynolda House. An ongoing discussion is being held
on the club setting up a special event station at the
exhibit. Ray has been in contact with Reynolda House
personnel on this.

10. Adjournment of Meeting: Motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by many attendees and seconded.

11. Partial List of Meeting Attendees: Below are the
names of FARC member attendees who signed the
attendance sheet. Jim Atkins-W4UX, Van Key-
KC4WSK, Kent Englebert-K4HKE, Harold Richardson-
N4HER, Catherine Melvin-KM4OCS, Kenneth Melvin-
KM4NFQ, Daryl Knight-NSWK, Henry Heidtmann-
W2DZO0, Bill Kennedy-WD4OTY, John Kipee-K1PPE,
Don Edwards-WS4NC, David Shoaf-KC4X, Mason
Matrazzo-KM4SlI, Henry Smith-W4HHS, Jim Marler-
KM4HUZ, Jeff Stafford-AC4YN, Sam Poindexter-
KM4LUD, Jeff McKelvey-KM4UPM, Doc Holliday-
WB4QlZ, Randy Tompson-NC4RT, Jim Register-
KV4SJ, Michael Pope-KM4MMH, Ray Purdom-K4ZGV,
Les Jongberg-KJ4VYZ, Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL, Chris
Rodie-KW4VK, Bob McClennan-KM4VCP, Bob Gusek-
NC4RG, Andrew Gusek-NC4AG, Stan Overby-
WA4RDZ, Chuck Small-KM41VY, Caroline Kuebert-
KM4VCO, Mark Gaines-KM4TUK, Wayne Collins-
KK4ZHL, Ron Adkins, Bruce Baliff-WWB4QCM, David
Ramsey-W4O0IL, Ron Gregoire-W4UOB, John McKee-
WW4DX, Steve llItis-KM4OCR, Paul Banasik-W40ORO,
Andre Maikoo-KM4ECV, David Griffith-WA4MKK and
Brian Kuebert-N4UEZ.
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NATIONAL PARKS ON THE AIR (NPOTA)
ACTIVATIONS ON THE BLUE RIDGE
PARKWAY

From May NC Section Newsletter
by Karl Bowman

The following information (edited) was received from William
W. Van Nuys, NAOOC: “... | have been working with the
administration of The Blue Ridge Parkway, the headquarters
here in Asheville, regarding NPOTA. | have met with the
Superintendent, the Chief Ranger, and Ryan McCormick,
Permit Coordinator. We have developed a working
relationship for NPOTA over the entire length of The Blue Ridge
Parkway. | have attached the working guidelines for ALL ham
operators while working on The Parkway [see below]. | have
agreed to help Ryan with any issues we may encounter. | will
act as a liaison for any group who want to do a NOPTA
activation on The Blue Ridge Parkway and help them obtain a
Special Use Permit, if needed. The biggest problem
envisioned is that ALL hams must use their own antenna
supports. There will be no use of trees, bushes, fence posts,
lampposts, or any permanent structure for antenna supports. |
feel the guidelines are “very workable” at this time if the ham
community will follow the rules. Please let me know if you feel |
need to work further with Ryan on any of these guidelines.
Please pass the information on to the Section and let's all have
fun playing RADIO! William W. Van Nuys —N40OC.”

Here are the guidelines: “ HAM radio guidelines. Bureau:
National Park Service, Unit: Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI), Issue:
Amateur Radio Operators (HAM radio), Date: March 22,
2016. Issue: There is currently no policy in place that governs
amateur radio (HAM radio) operators on the Blue Ridge
Parkway. 2016 is seeing an increase in use of the BLRI by
Ham radio operators who are participating in the National
Parks on the Air program. [ARRL, the] National Association for
Amateur Radio (http://www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio) is
planning a National Parks on the Air program to celebrate the
NPS Centennial. ARRL's year-long event in 2016 will have
federally-licensed amateur radio operators showcasing NPS
units across the country by bringing portable communications
and transmitting from NPS units.”

“No Special Park Use permit is required for HAM radio
operators who are following these guidelines. [1] Group size is
less than ten HAM radio operators and five vehicles associated
with a HAM radio group in any of the predesignated areas. [2]
Use is within the following predesignated areas: Waterrock
Knob Visitors Center lot (lower end of lot); Mount Pisgah Picnic
Area; Craggy Gardens Picnic Area; Doughton Park Picnic
Area; Rocky Knob Picnic Area; Smart View Picnic Area; Peaks
of Otter Picnic Area; and, Humpback Rocks Picnic Area
(Appalachian Trail located 1/8th mile from back of parking lot).
[3] Equipment used to engage in HAM radio operations is
largely contained within personal vehicles. Antennas mounted
to vehicles or laid flat on the ground that do not cross sidewalks,
parking areas trails or other areas where the general public
regularly travels by foot will be allowed. Using any permanent
structures or vegetation to establish an aerial antenna is not
allowed. [4]Ancillary equipment (tables, camp chairs, pop up
canopies) is acceptable so long as it is within predesignated
areas and does not limit the public’s access to areas, or present
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a safety concern to the general public (tripping hazards, etc).
[5] Displaying signage that advertises affiliation of a licensed
HAM radio operator with the ARRL’s National Parks on the Air
event is allowed, but limited to personal vehicles only. No
signage will be permitted to remain in place that is not attached
to a personal vehicle (no A-frame or real estate signs). No use
of the National Park Service (Arrowhead) logo is allowed.”

“If proposed use falls outside of these guidelines then please
direct HAM radio operators to contact BLRI Permit Coordinator
Ryan McCormick at 828-348-3441, or by email at
ryan_c_mccormick@nps.gov.” Thanks to William W. Van
Nuys, N4OOC, and Ryan McCormick, BLRI Permit
Coordinator, for providing this information!

ARRL NATIONAL PARKS ON THE AIR 2016 — For information
on rules, answers to frequently asked questions, activator tips,
NPOTA documents, answers to basic questions from NPS
employees, the Leaderboard, list of NPOTA units,
merchandise, NPOTA on social media, and latest news, see
http://www.arrl.org/NPOTA (source: ARRL website)

September Program
by Harold, N4HER

The meeting is Monday night, September 12, 2016 at the
Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the meeting
starting at 7:30 PM. FCC testing will be available, examinees
should plan on arriving at 6:20 PM. The September program
will be by Mike N4VE on buying used ham gear. November’s
program will be dy Don, WS4NC on picking equipment to build
a workshop. December will be our annual awards dinner at
River Ridge Tap House. January will be the Homebre Show-&-
Tell - be building something! We have a lot of great programs
already in the pipeline - be watching.

The next FARC Business Meeting will be at Ham’s Restaurant
(where else?) at Thruway Shopping Center Monday,
September19at 7:00 pm. All are welcome.

2 Exciting DXpeditions

BOUVET ISLAND ACTIVATION PLANNED — Three proven
and experienced DXpedition leaders and a large team of
operators have announced plans to activate Bouvet Island
(Bouvetgya), the #2 most-wanted DXCC entity

in late 2017 or early 2018. For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/bouvet-island-activation-planned
(source: ARRL website)

POLISH DXER 3Z9DX REPORTED READY TO RETURN TO
NORTH KOREA ON A MOMENT'S NOTICE - Following a
surprise “demonstration” operation from North Korea last
December, Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX of Poland, is waiting for the call
that will allow him to return to the #1 most-wanted DXCC entity
for another brief activation. For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/polish-dxer-3z9dx-reported-ready-
to-return-to-north-korea-on-a-moment-s-notice (source:
ARRL website)
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JOTA in October

c0) "M‘ g lr.ﬂ"
The countdown to the 2016

Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) JAM B.RE E
ON THE AIR

is under way, and the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) are  [ilsk@{aslih
hoping for a resounding
turnout this year. JOTAIs the
largest Scouting event in the
world. In a typical year more
than 1 million Scouts
participate from some 11,000 stations in 150+ countries. The
annual Radio Scouting event uses Amateur Radio to link
Scouts around the world. Held each year on the third full
weekend in October, the worldwide jamboree involves the
cooperation of radio amateurs and clubs willing to make a
ham shack and control operator available for local Scouts to
participate.

Last year FARC member and Scouter Geoff Rudy operated a
big event along with a little help from FARC. This years big
things are planned as well. Please put October 14-17 on
your calendar. Last year the BSA said 12,255 Scouts and
visitors took partin JOTA2015.

Help! Early FARC Records

by Don, WS4NC

Just in case it isn’t obvious | am trying to locate as much old
history of FARC as | can find. The club was originally called the
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the
early records were lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.
If you have any early records of FARC we would appreciate
either the donation of those or at least the opportunity to copy
them. Sadly the first thing a family throws out after a ham dies
is the paper work - I've been told directly by one family that “that
was just old ham radio papers and work papers - no one is
interested inthattrash.”

The early history of FARC was written in 1934 by Wilson Lamb,
W4BOH. Youcanreaditall at:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCHistory/1934%20FARC%20Hist
ory%20by%20W4BOH.htm

More Forsyth (and nearby) ham radio history coming soon.

Read-The-Newsletter,
Attend-The-Meeting (RTN-ATM) -

Maybe win something!

To celebrate our 85th birthday (12/30/2015) we are having a
special participation drawing. First - you need to read the

Newsletter - hidden within will be some little stupid saying or poem
between two curley brackets {} on several pages. The words have been
converted to curves so doing a CTRL-F will not work; you have to
actually look and read - that requires a small investment of your effort
and skill. Write what you find on a 3X5 card (provided at the FARC
meeting) along with your call.

Just after the program there will be a drawing for a ham-related goodie.

Each month we will pull one entry from that month - the winner must be
present to win. At the December, 2016 Banquet all the cards (including
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monthly winners) received from 8/2015 to 12/2016 will go into one
drawing for a new mobile 2-meter, 440 radio (Jetstream JT270M or
equivalent); for the Big December, 2016 prize you will not need to be
present to win (but we hope you will); for the monthly prizes you must be
presentto win or we will draw another card.

We say JT270M or equivalent because due to the Chinese imports the
market is changing so fast that we don’t know what will be the best
choice 15 to 16 months from now - we will commit to a particular radio
around this time next year. The costs of all this has been paid by a
special anonymous donation.

The prize for December will be a pretty, blue Baofeng UV-5R already
programmed, charged and ready to go. The odds are really good each
month so read and be there. The plan right now is continue with blue UV-
5Rs each month, depending on availability or if something better comes
along. The Newsletter willannounce whatis coming each month.

Repeating the text from last month’s Diddle-de-dah-de-Don: “Thereis a
new secret message hidden in the Newsletter - look for {}. Print the
secret 4-line message exactly on a 3X5 card (cards will be provided at
the club meeting) or you can print the secret message on the back of a
non-refundable $20 bill - $100s are also good (thanks Click and Clack!)
and drop it in the box at the next FARC meeting. Rules: 1) Message
must be exact. 2) Mustbe on a 3X5 index card and appear exactly as in
the Newsletter. 3) One entry per person. 4) Winner must be present to
win or another entry willbe drawn. 5) No cash value. 6) Prizes will vary

———

Diddle-De-DahDe-Don,

by Don, WS4NC

v._-'\

“Hey, have you ever tried reaching out for the other side?”
OK, I'll stop with the 1950-60-70 music references? Butit
is hard. Afairly crusty non-ham friend* of mine, about my
age, dropped by and very shortly asked “What are you
listening to?” | swear, although he tried to hide it, there
was a tear in his eye. Maybe it was just a speck of dust,
but | don’t think so. It is rare to actually step into a time
machine and go back to a time in your life that you thoguht
was gone and lost exceptin your memories.

There are a lot of really great things going on with this
radio club. Some things that will result in some national
recognition. Keep reading, keep participating. We are
growing, every month there are new people joining and
new hams getting their first licenses. A lot of new young
hams, Caroline, Mason, Frankie, Robert, Joe, Emily to
name a few that come to mind. Andrew and Caleb are
likely to soon join us, along with others | don’t know about.
Soon | expect they will achieve critical mass and push us
oldf.. ., er, old fellows, out of the way.

If you have some memories of Amos, K4ROE please
send them to me. ['ll have an article ready in November
or December. I'm looking for one of Amos’ old QSL cards
but no one seems to have one.

73, Don WS4NC

*I know it is hard to believe, but | do have some friends that are not involved with ham
radio. |think there are two of them, but I’'m working on them.

Page 16



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form for 2016
Call Sign Birthday (MM/DDYYYY) First Name M Last Name Suffix
Street or Mail Delivery Address Email Address
(Yes) (No) (Yes) (No) (Email) (US Mail)
City State Zip +4 ARRL Member ARES Member Get Newsletter By
{Yes)(No) {Yes)(No) {Yes){No)
Home Phone Publish? Cell Phone Publish? Work Phone Publish?
Emergency Contact Number(s) Emergency Contact Name
Name of Ham Family Member 1 Call Sign
Name of Ham Family Member 2 Call Sign
Note: Full Membership and family members must be licensed hams.
Please check in the box below any special interests or NIMS course accomplishments:

Please make sure your email address is comect. The FARC MNewsletter is nomally sent to email addresses only because of
cost which iz now about $1.00 each if pnnted and mailed. Although almost everyone has an email address, we will still send
some mailings upon special request for those without internet access

Line three above is asking i you are an ARRL member (Y or N) or an ARES member (Y or N). We track ARRL membership
because we are required to maintain a certain percentage fo keep our ARRL certifications. ARES membership info is required
so that the back of your membership card will show ARES for ARES identification. For ARES members, there is training that
you should complete to participate with formal emergency organizations in big emergencies. The needed NIMS courses for
participation with those formal emergency organizations are mentioned above in the special interest section. There is a ARES
net on 14547 on Thursday evenings at 2030 hours (open to all) and many fun ARES public service evenis dunng the year,
often with FREE T-shirts for participants.

For the 6th and Tth lines above, if there is more one licensed ham in the family at the same address, all may be members for
FREE after one paid membership.

Please complete the above and return this sheet along with your dues to address below or give to Henry, W2DZ0 at the next
Club meeting. Even if your dues are paid please return this information sheet so club records and your emergency contact info
can be kept up o date.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Thanks and 73,
PO Box 11361 Don, WS4NC, FARC Newsletter Editor and
gﬁ?ﬁ_ura-;a!em NC Terry, AK4D, FARC Secretary
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