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Tour-To-Tanglewood
“Gas is Available at the Old Stage Grill”

by Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT

So now we know why the Tour to Tanglewood vehicle 
crews were eating at the Battle Branch instead during the 
Sunday run. 

Actually, the headline message was good news, 
especially for the motorcycle –mobile hams, since 
motorist response to the Alabama pipeline leak was 
emptying service station tanks in our area.  Having run 
out their bike tanks tailing the T2T cyclists then sweeping 
sections of the route, the moto riders needed refills in 
order to get home from the event.

About 1,000 cyclists rode for Bike MS on Saturday, and 
450 of them stayed to ride again on Sunday.  Radio 
communication support for the riders was provided by 21 
hams from Forsyth ARES and 1 each from the Tri-County 
club and the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society.  Those 
were:

K1PPE John, W4HHS Henry, WB9SZL Dale, K4ZAX 
John (MARS), KK4GAF David, W1HRC Harlan, W4OIL 
David, W4UX Jim, W4UDB Ron, N4VOA Paul, N5WNB 
David, AK4D Terry, W4UDB Ron, KW4OQ Tony, NC4RG 
Bob, W2DZO Henry, KG4JWU Steven, N4HER Harold, 
KK4RR Rick (Tri Cty), KK4ZHL Wayne and WA4NOT Jim.  
Motorcycle mobiles were W4RDV Ralph, KM4JWO Tim, 
KW4UC Ken and N3TCB Tom.

NC4RT Randy once again carried an HT while riding as 
an event participant.  He notified us of a technical difficult 
which was causing traffic jams on Saturday.  One 
intersection had new tripping devices controlling traffic 
lights.  The devices apparently are magneticly activated 
by the steel in autos.  Modern bicycles with their carbon-
fiber, aluminum and other non-steel frames don’t register.  
The problem was solved by moving a police officer from a 
nearby intersection to direct traffic at the affected location.

On a positive techie note, APRS apps for smart phones 
and laptops enabled us to track 3 event vehicles and one 
rest stop (which did show one small circular movement on 
the screen) on Sunday.  More APRS-equipped operators 
will most likely be used in future events. 

October Program

by Terry Brown, AK4D, 
Secretary-Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

Who is that handsome young man on the right?  The details behind 
this photo will be revealed in a most interesting program at the 
October meeting.  Mason Matrazzo, KM4SII, enjoyed a recent trip 
to Washington, DC to meet elected officials and promote amateur 
radio and especially the bills pending in Congress regarding 
antenna restrictions.  Mason will tell us how this trip came about, 
what transpired and all the results Monday night October 10 at the 
FARC club meeting.  As usual the meeting starts at 7:30 (with FCC 
exams beginning at 6:20 PM) at the Red Cross building on 
Coliseum Drive.

Continued on page 3

Nominating committee announces slate 
of 2017 FARC officer candidates

by Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
FARC Nominating Committee Chairman

The nominating committee headed by Henry Heidtmann W2DZO 
and made up of Terry Brown AK4D, Harold Richardson N4HER, 
Jim Atkins W4UX and David McDonald N5WNB have released 
their recommendation for FARC officers for 2017. They are:

 President- David Shoaf KC4X
 VP- Geoff Rudy KK4MOV
 Secretary- Jim Register KV4SJ
 Treasurer- Kent Englebert K4HKE

Per our By-laws, the committee will present the slate at the 
October meeting and open the floor for any other nominations. 
The election will be held at the November meeting.  Please join 
the committee in welcoming this slate of officers for the new year.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Allow me to offer all of you a hearty congratulations on your new 
Amateur License.  I look forward to chatting with you on the air.

 RON D ADKINS  KM4WPN T 
 MARY L MCCLELLAN  KM4WPO T 
 KIMBERLY J GARRISON  KM4WPP T 

For new hams, please complete the information on attached 
form, if you have not already done so, for a free Membership to 
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New 
Ham - Exam date" Once the form is completed, bring to the next 
club meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as well as 
upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday of every month, 
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting.  The time 
is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross building on 690 
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required 
via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your phone 
number and email address. You may pre-register or get 
additional information via Email to testing(@)w4nc.com  
Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their license 
MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be attached to 
their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have 
one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the FARC 
application (usually the last page of the Newsletter), if you have 
not already done so, for a free Membership to the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam 
date". Once the form is completed, bring to the next club 
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd Monday at the 
Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross 

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of 
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, 
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain 
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a 
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red 
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board 
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham 
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on 
Knollwood Street.  This is where most of the club’s 
business is conducted and all attending members have a 
vote.  All club members are strongly encouraged to 
attend the business meeting.  For more information 
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, 
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit 
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2016 are:

President:  Jim Atkins, W4UX
Vice-President:  Harold Richardson, N4HER

Secretary:  Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer:  Henry Heidtmann W2DZO

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK
Arduino Workshop:  Bob Gusek, NC4RG

All content is Copyright 2016, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 
unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the 
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards 
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter 
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam 
bots.  Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western 
Civilization.  Either that or the spork.
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building. You are Encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM 
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging upgrade 
candidates to bring a copy of their license to exam sessions.  
Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade candidates forgetting copies of 
their license, will be dismissed and invited to bring their license 
copy to next month’s exam session.  A copy of your license 
must accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing 
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
exam candidates. Bring your original license, if you have one, 
two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms 
(CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of yourFCC License
by Don, WS4NC

1. Go to: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4.  Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on  "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file for 
printing or saving.

T2T, continued from page 1

Retired Librarian Who Was Maine's First 
Woman Radio Amateur Turns 108

[Editor’s note:  Yup this has nothing to do with ham radio in 
Forsyth County, or even North Carolina but this deserves a 
wide circulation.  Congratulations to Mary, ex-W1GSC.]

Mary Cousins, ex-W1GSC, who was the first woman in Maine 
to obtain an Amateur Radio license, celebrated her 108th 
birthday on September 20. Now a resident of a care facility in 
the coastal fishing village of Deer Isle, Cousins was treated to a 
party complete with a cake decorated with images of local 
newspaper articles from 1908, the year she was born. The 
confection also bore an image of her 1933 "Amateur First" 
radio license, issued to Mary Sibyl Wallace -- her maiden name 
-- by the old Federal Radio Commission, when Cousins was 
24. The FCC came into being the following year. Cousins' old 
call sign has since been reissued at least once. Cousins said 
she operated Morse, although she does not remember the 
code anymore, and used to relay weather information using 
that mode.

On Sunday we also handled messages about a traffic tie-
up on US 158 due to police investigation of the hit-and-run 
injury of Deputy John T. Isenhour while he was directing 
traffic for T2T.  The officers at the scene eventually started 
allowing T2T cyclists to ride around their scene while 
continuing to hold auto traffic and pleasure riders.  Sadly 
Deputy Isenhour later died from his injuries.  All T2T 
participants, volunteers and staff share in the sadness of 
those who mourn his loss.

Our only other incident messages were for a minor injury 
rider fall on Saturday and a case of heat exhaustion and 
one nuisance dog on Sunday. T shirts were obtained for 
participating hams.  Pick up your shirt at the October or 
November FARC  meeting. 

Mary Cousins, ex-W1GSC, admires her 108th birthday 
cake. [Island Nursing Home and Care Center photo]

The "Amateur First" Radio Operator License issued by the 
Federal Radio Commission in 1933 to Mary Sibyl Wallace.
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Samuel F.B. Morse’s 'Gallery of the 
Louvre' and the Art of Invention

EXHIBITION DATES: 
Friday, February 17, 2017 - Sunday, June 4, 2017

Reynolda House Museum of American Art will welcome an 
American masterwork for this exhibition, Samuel F.B. Morse’s 
Gallery of the Louvre (1831–33). Created when the artist was 
living and working in Paris, the painting represents the famed 
Salon Carée in the Musée du Louvre. Morse spent months 
painting in the Louvre. Rather than faithfully representing the 
paintings that were hanging in the gallery, however, Morse 

carefully curated his ideal installation. He walked the halls of 
the museum, selecting Old Master paintings for his 
composition, then painstakingly copied the paintings and 
“installed” them in the virtual gallery. He also included several 
figures, including himself, in the center, instructing a young 
woman, and his good friend James Fenimore Cooper, the 
American writer, shown with his family. The resulting 
monumental canvas—six feet by nine feet—was both an 
example of Morse’s erudition and skill and a tool of instruction 
for American viewers who did not have access to Renaissance 
and Baroque paintings.

Morse, highly curious and well educated, was as interested in 
science and literature as he was in art. While returning to 
United States by ship in 1832, he conceived the idea for the 
machine that would become the telegraph, even making a 
crude prototype on board. From then on, technological 
inventions would occupy him more than art. The disappointing 
public reception of the Gallery of the Louvre in New York and 
Connecticut likely contributed to his decision to abandon 
painting.  Today, the painting is recognized as a key work in the 
development of American art.

In many ways, however, the painting and the telegraph 
demonstrate Morse’s interest in a single subject: the 
transmission of knowledge. Morse created the Gallery of the 
Louvre to instruct American audiences about important works 
of art. He created the telegraph to communicate information 
quickly and across great distances. The painting thus serves 
as a bridge between old modes of communication and new 
technological tools that heralded the information age. The 
painting also addresses complex themes such as the 
relationship between art and science, literature and theatre, 
geography and mapping, art ist ic practice and the 
establishment of the canon, invention and technology, and 
religion. Reynolda’s exhibition of the painting, called Samuel 
F.B. Morse’s Gallery of the Louvre and the Art of Invention, will 
include Morse’s epic painting, as well as early telegraph 
machines, books, and prints to explore these themes as well as 
to consider the history of the transmission of information.

[Editor’s note:  Thanks to Ray Purdom for being FARC 
Liaison for this event.  FARC is working with Reynolda 
House with some very special plans for this event.  More 
will be in future Newsletters as the plans become 
finalized.]

How FARC Will be Involved

There will be more about this is future Newsletters aas plans 
are being firmed up.  Right now there is a  plan for a special 
event station, CW only, on two dates.  While I can hear some of 
our better CW operators groaning right now, you guys need to 
get on board.  If possible, we might want to do a repeat of the 
Tonight Show event where CW and cell phone texting is done.  
Yes that would put a couple of people on the spot here.  Aslo we 
might want to do a repeat of Morse’s first message relay.  and 
there are some other fairly big plans.  This promises to 
generate a lot of media interest, even the Smithsonian is 
involved.  

She said she never stops learning new things.

Cousins told Bangor TV station WFVX that in the 1930s, ham 
radio "was something that the girls did not do, and the boys 
were all doing it at the time, and I said, 'I can do it too.' And I did."

Her cake also bore images of Stonington as it looked in 1908, 
when Teddy Roosevelt was the US president. Enlivening the 
party were 108 balloons and live piano music. Cousins 
received and read cards from many well-wishers.

Her son John told WFVX, "When she decides she's going to do 
something, she's going to do it. I think 100 was going to be the 
goal. She wanted to reach 100. She did. And then she said, 
'Well, might as well go for 105.' I think she's working on 110 
now."

Congratulations to 2 NC Hams

Tom Lewis, N4TL of Raleigh won the September, 2016 QST 
Cover Award for his artilce "Arduino CW Trainer".

Tucker McGuire, W4FS from Efland, NC won the Rookie 
Plaque in the CQWW WPX SSB Contest.  His picture in in 
this month's CQ Magazine. 

Congrats to both!  Speaking of contests don’t miss the “Super 
Bowl” of ham radio which is this months CQWW SSB contest 
and the CW version in November.
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October Treasure Hunt

Yes there really are curly brackets hidden somewhere in this 
Newsletter. They are going to become increasingly challenging 
to find.  November’s prize may have to be something else 
since I have gone through about 30 of these blue beasties 
and I am now one short.

See details elsewhere in this Newsletter.  Basically just show 
up at the meeting, fill out a card and stay to the end of the 
meeting to be eligible for the drawing for a FARC Blue Baofeng 
transceiver.  Yes, your attendance is required, that is one of the 
the points, the other is that you read the Newsletter.  The 
November meeting will be the last monthly prize.  At the 
Christmas dinner this year will be a Jetstream 2m/440 mobile 
radio selected from all the entries since the first radio was given 
away.

Lithium Batteries and Safety
by Don, WS4NC

Not so long ago Nickle Cadmium batteries were about the only 
possibility for portable equipment.  While they were easy to 
charge, constant current at about 1/10 C, they had a number of 
disadvantages.  They were “leaky” and would lose about 3-5% 
of their charge everyday even without use so daily charging 
was required.  While they were lighter than the alternative 
technologies, they were still fairly heavy and bulky.  NiCads 
had a limited number of discharge/recharge cycles and would 
store less each time.  They were subject to corrosion.  NiCads 
ability to store energy, either as a function of weight or volume, 
was just not as good as desired.  

The earlier NiCads did not work well for uses like battery drills 
in the 1960s and early 1970s.  The internal resistance was still 
a little high and their life cycle was greatly shortened by high 
current loads. While they could deliver a strong amount of 
current they were, generally speaking, not so high as to be a 
serious hazzard.  So they were fairly safe unless abused.  A 
direct short was a really bad idea, by the way even then.

The chemistry behind batteries depends on the electrons in the 
outer “valence” band of each element.  Elements with 5 or 
more electrons tend to “accumulate” electrons when forming 
molecules.  As a group, these elements “prefer” to borrow 
electrons when forming molecules[1].  The group of elements 
that had 3 or fewer electrons in the outer band tend to “loan” 
those electrons when forming molecules and are generally 
referred to as metals.  In forming molecules atoms are 
happiest when two or more atoms are combined to have a total 
of 8 electrons. This is the basic foundation of inorganic 
chemistry.  

Lithium is the first element in the second period of the periodic 
table.  That makes it the lightest element, besides hydrogen 
and helium which are in the special first period.  It also makes it 
the most “eager” to loan out that one electron.  For many years 
lithium was the “holy grail” of the battery world.  The problem 
was that lithium was so eager to loan that one electron 
modulating the process was a problem.  Massive current 
capability was possible, but so were massive explosions.  

In the 1970s, I was fairly ignorant of both chemistry and 
materials science[3], and I was left alone and unsupervised too 
often in a chemical laboratory.  Being an eager young man and 
armed with the small amount of knowledge that lithium was the 
best possible material for a battery, and that no one had 
created one, I obtained some lithium and went to work.  For my 
efforts I was rewarded with a lot of toxic smoke, some 
spectacular explosions, and a quarter-sized blister on my thigh 
from some molten zinc[4]. I received an empirical education 
about the definition of exothermic reaction. I was probably 
lucky to escape with my vision, helped by the fact that I wore 
glasses[5].  I’m sure that the toxic smoke contributed to my 
brain chemistry, and not in a good way.

GE used to make some really big varisitors, used to protect 
equipment from power surges when connected directly to 
power lines.  They are rated in Joules of energy; some of the 
devices were rated in the >10^5 Joules range 2 . On the data 
sheet there was a disclaimer that “exceeding the device rating 
may result in the expulsion of material in solid and gaseous 
forms.”  I’m guessing that some (dim)witty lawyer or PR person 
objected to calling that an explosion as explosions might be 
bad for business.

Today while I know more, I am still fairly ignorant of chemistry 
and material science, as this article demonstrates.  But I am 
blessed with the knowledge that when induced to give up its 
one electron, lithium can get really, really hot and bothered by 
the process.  It too can result in expulsion of material in solid 
and gaseous forms.  All while belching fire I might add.

Footnotes:

1.  Anthropomorphizing inanimate objects in general, and science in particular, is wrong on so many 
levels.  But then scientific accuracy is not the point here.  Stupidity is.

2.  A stick of dynamite is about 2,000,000 Joules.

3.  And about a lot of other subjects too.

4.  Zinc was involved as the housing and as one of the electrodes.  I don’t remember what else was 
involved.  I didn’t keep notes.  But apparently I was able to librate loads of electrons.  Saying I had a lack 
of control of the process is an understatement.  The scar on my left leg reminds me that it was 
successful.

5.  SAFETY GLASSES?!  I don’t need no stinking safety glasses.  Obviously lab coats are not strictly 
necessary either.

F o r  s o m e  s e r i o u s  r e a l  s c i e n c e  o n  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  L i - i o n  b a t t e r i e s  g o  t o :  
http://www.nrel.gov/transportation/energystorage/pdfs/45856.pdf

Theodor Benfry’s periodic table (1964).  By DePiep - Own work, CC BY-
SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=27766488
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Now for the point in all this. Lithium batteries are a blessing.  
They are a marvel of chemistry and materials science.  They 
are very, very light.  They are very, very small for the density of 
energy they provide.  And they can be very, very dangerous.  
Unless you have been living under a rock, you should have 
seen that a certain cell phone manufacturer has had to recall 
millions of phones for fires and explosions.  Allegedly in some 
cases houses have burned down.  Other, less well known 
events have resulted in other catastrophes such as the loss of 
aircraft from lithium batteries.  The FAA has banned lithium 
batteries from being shipped on aircraft.  They are not happy 
about allowing cell phones and laptops in the cabin, and with 
good reason.

Lithium batteries are subject to internal shorts, usually due to 
manufacturing defects involving small metal spurs.  When a 
short occurs internally the temperature around the short 
quickly reaches over 200 degrees C.  From a handling 
standpoint lithium batteries are not mechanically rugged and 
exposure to accidental strikes may cause a short.  An 
accidental short across the terminals can result in 100s of 
amperes being dumped in 10s of milliseconds.  That is 
thousands of Joules of energy.  A firecracker is about 30 
Joules.

As I write this I realize I have some excess Li-ion batteries 
stored in what might be called “tinder” in thermodynamic terms.  
While they are protected from accidental bumps an internal 
short would not have an optimistic outcome.  That is the point 
here - think about the use of these batteries and their storage.  I 
will fix that issue tomorrow.

When using lithium batteries it is strongly recommended that 
you use the required charger - preferably buy the charger and 
battery from the same manufacturer.  And be careful.  Being a 
casual student of ham radio history there were too many 
mentions of electrocutions in early QSTs.  That was likely due 
to a lack of respect for what high-voltage, high-current 
electricity can do when mishandled.  Let’s not repeat variations 
on that mistake with lithium batteries, carelessly used in 
homebrew projects or otherwise.

And by the way, 1970 polyester pants, besides being a highly-
questionable fashion choice, when presented with a giant 
flying and sizzling blob of molten zinc, the polyester instantly 
vaporizes and the molten zinc goes directly to your leg.  It will 
leave a gigantic long-lasting and painful pus-filled blister.  It is a 
lesson long remembered.  Do not repeat with lithium.

Upcoming Programs
by Harold, N4HER

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second Monday 
night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the 
meeting starting at 7:30 PM.   FCC testing is usually available, 
please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  Examinees 
should plan on arriving at 6:20 PM.  

The FARC Business Meeting is on the Third Monday of the 
month at Ham’s Restaurant (where else?) at Thruway 
Shopping Center at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome.

Thanks to Mike Atkins for his great program on buying used 
ham gear at the September meeting.  Mike made some really 
good points, especially about buying on line and what types of 
gear to look for and, especially, what to avoid.

November 14, 2016  Test Equipment and how to set up a 
home workshop, by Don, WS4NC

December 5, 2016 Note it is the FIRST MONDAY!  Our 
Annual December Dinner Meeting at River Ridge Tap House in 
Clemmons.  There will be NO FCC exams and the meeting 
starts earlier than usual.  Details in the next Newsletter.

January 9, 2016  Annual Home Brew Show-&-Tell.  Be 
building something for showoff.  We moved this to a little later 
in the year because much building goes on in the late fall and 
winter months and this gives a little more time and it gives the 
new VP a little extra time to get programs planed for the next 
year.

Other programs in the planning stage.  One I can’t mention 
right now because it is not confirmed will be a repeat of a 
Blockbuster Event with national interest, there will be guests 
from around NC.  Also, if we get some positive feedback from 
you, are the possibilities of a repeat of the National Weather 
Spotter Training, both Basic and Advanced.  If there is enough 
interest, and we can get them to do it, there might be a 
possibility of the NWS Radar training.  These three programs 
run long and will require an earlier start time.  We will have a 
new VP next year and since programs are his major 
responsibility all of this is subject to confirmation.  If you have a 
special interest please pass it on.
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  Members of the North Country DX Association (NCDXA) will be active the entire month of March 2017 

from several different locations in Alaska, Yukon,  Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Greenland using all 

NCDXA “RST” fixed station calls KL7RST, VY1RST , VE8RST, VY0RST and OX7RST to further 
promote Amateur Radio in northern North America.  This is our 2nd annual special event with the addition of 
OX7RST, more rovers and fixed stations, new QSLs and certificates! All modes 6-160 meters and WARC bands 
are permissible.  SWLs are welcome to participate. The object is to work or log (SWL) as many NCDXA “RST” 
stations as you can from their different locations.  To participate you need to work each “RST” station only once 

per their QTH, band and mode.  No cross band, cross mode or remote operating allowed.  Portable rover 
“RST” Stations will also participate.  Some of the portable stations are:   

KL7RST/KL7, 
VY1RST/VY1, 
VY1RST/KL7, 
VE8RST/KL7 and 
VE8RST/VY1 etc. Watch 
the DX spots as we plan to 
have stations on from a 
Canadian research station 
near the North Pole on 
Ellesmere Island, a diamond 
mine in NWT, an Alaskan 
bush school, an OM/YL team 
from Nuuk, Greenland and 
many other cities up north 
large and small.  

For your convenience, we’ll 
upload our logs to ARRL’s 
LotW.  Full color QSLs are 

available via K7ICE bio on QRZ.com.  Optional full color certificates are also available (email 
JohnKL7JR@gmail.com for details) for working/hearing any of the “RST” stations.  QSL manager K7ICE.  

SPECIAL  EVENT  DURATION:  March 1 through March 31, 2017.   

SPECIAL EVENT EXCHANGE:  NCDXA “RST” stations send signal report and QTH (ie- 5x7 Anchorage, 
5x9 Whitehorse etc.).  Receiving stations should send signal report and state, province or country. 

SPECIAL EVENT CERTIFICATES:  Beautiful full color certificates are available via K7ICE for:  Level 
1…  Work any of the NCDXA “RST” stations.   Level 2…  Work all of the RST fixed stations (KL7RST, 
VY1RST, VE8RST, VY0RST and OX7RST) .   Level 3… For RST operators and those stations contacting them. 
RST ops work as many stations as you can, and all others to work as many RST stations, fixed/rover or portable 
as they can.  Count 1 point for each QSO.  All certificates will be emailed in pdf format. Thanks in advance for 
your DX spots!                                             73 de “Yukon John”, KL7JR 

 

NCDXA “RST” stations are on Facebook.  Check out the hams you worked and learn about 
them!      https://www.facebook.com/North-Country-DX-Assoc-K7ICE-1717462798496577/ 
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Don Michael Cassidy, KG4IUC-SK
Friday, September 16, 2016 12:00 am

Oak Island Jun 18, 1946 - Sept 13, 2016 Don 
Michael Cassidy, 70, passed away peacefully in 
his home, surrounded by people he loved. He 
was born June 18, 1946 in Davie County, to 
John Calvin (JC) and EdnaCassidy. Don was a 
graduate of Davie High School and FTCC. He 
was a member of Oak Grove United Methodist 
Church and the United Methodist Men. Don 
worked in industrial sales throughout his career. 
He enjoyed spending time at his Oak Island 
home; fishing, and watching the world go by. His 
father preceded him in death. Survivors include 
his wife of 43 years, Charlene Cassidy; 
daughter, Christina Myers-Cassidy (Jennifer); 
son, MichaelCassidy; two sisters, Kathy 
Meadows (Bob) and Sandy Boyd (Cecil); niece, 
Melissa Cox (John). A memorial service may be 
held at a later date. The family would like to 
express their gratitude to Dr. Chrysson, Dr. 
Horvath, Dr. Ivey, Hospice of Brunswick County, 
and everyone at the D.L. Davis Cancer Center 
at Forsyth Medical Center. We would also like to 
recognize those who have been so supportive 
to the family; Kathy & Bob, Joe & Lori, Dwight & 
Rita, Charles & Bonnie, Richard & Judy, Billy, 
Merlie, Pat, Joyce, Bill & Pam, and Sandy 
Hunter. In lieu of flowers the family asks you to 
consider donations to the Colon Cancer 
Coalition or Hospice of Brunswick County. 
Going Home This road, I traveled far today, My 
last time, so I heard them say, But I must travel 
anyway, To my home beside the sea. My family 
tree, from Ireland sprang, Across the ocean, 
bore my name. A Cassidy I shall remain, 
Throughout eternity. The seabirds call, the 
ocean sings.. I hear the wisp of angel's wings. 
And I arise and join them now, To soar above the 
moon. Time and tide for no man waits, And soon 
I'll reach the crystal gates. My Lord and Savior 
there awaits, To guide me to my home. And so, 
my friends and family, The tears you shed I will 
not see. For I am where I longed to be. Beside 
the golden shore. There is no sickness, pain or 
tears, And here I'll spend eternal years. And wait 
for you 'till you get here, Inside the pearly gates. 
Written by Bob Meadows

Barry S. Bennett, KJ4TGY-SK
obituary from Cumby Family Funeral Home

Mr .Barry Bennett, 66, of 
Archdale, passed away 
Monday, September 19, 
2 0 1 6  a t  h i s  h o m e , 
surrounded by his loving 
family.

Barry was born February 9, 
1950 to the late Neal 
Bennett and Margaret Furr 

Keen. He was raised by his grandparents, the late 
Jackson Carl Furr and Ollie Ingram Furr. In addition to 
his parents and grandparents, he was also preceded in 
death by a brother, Larry Varner, a sister, Patricia 
(Patti) Stotts, and a grandson, Alexander Walk. 

Barry grew up in High Point and was a graduate of the 
High Point Central High School class of 1968. He 
enjoyed NASCAR, wood working projects of all kinds 
in his shop, grilling outside, and talking with his HAM 
radio friends. He participated frequently in the 
communi ty  by  ass is t ing  loca l  nurses wi th 
transportation during inclement weather, helping his 
neighbors when needed, and raising all his children. 
Barry Loved to learn and share his knowledge with 
others. He was an avid shag dancer and loved taking 
his family on beach trips. He was a wonderful father 
who always made sure his children had a big stash of 
candy, even though Mother said we didn’t need all that 
sugar. He never missed an opportunity to help 
someone, and could always be counted on when 
someone was in need.

He leaves behind family and friends that will cherish 
him in memory, including his wife and best friend, 
Elizabeth Bennett; a son, Brad Bennett; four 
daughters, Ashlea Gallimore, Christina Walk and 
husband, James, Rebecca Walk, and Debra Carr and 
husband, Patrick; seven grandchildren, Chloe 
Gallimore, Cody Brown, Connor Walk, Cameron Walk, 
Zachary Carr, Evan Carr, and Abigail Carr; a sister 
Kathleen (Kathie) Culbreth and husband, Bryan; and 
several nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held 11:00 a.m. Saturday in 
the chapel of Cumby Family Funeral Service in 
Archdale, officiated by Rev. Tim Steen. The family will 
receive friends one hour prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Hospice of 
the Piedmont, 1801 Westchester Dr., High Point, NC 
27262.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests, 
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging 
across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a 
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this a 
more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

HAMFESTS:

MAYSVILLE HAMFEST CANCELLED – the following 
information was received from ARRL:   “…  The Maysville 
Hamfest has been canceled because of Hurricane Matthew.  It 
will not be rescheduled.  We must wait until next year... 73, 
Janice KJ4JPE.”  Thanks to Janice Hopkins, KJ4JPE, an 
ARRL-trained Public Information Officer, for providing this 
information.  (source:  KJ4JPE)

10/08/2016-Parkersburg/Wood County Hamfest, Wood County 4-H 
Campground, Mineral Wells, WV, Wood County Emergency 
Communications, http://wc8ec.org

October 9: CANCELED:  Maysville Hamfest, Maysville Hamfest 
Association, Maysville, NC, contact Byron Highland, K4BMH by phone at 
(252) 347-1498 or via email at bhighland at nc dot rr dot com for further 
information.

October 31 - November 1 Military Interoperability Exercise.  See article 
elsewhere in this newsletter or http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-
military-interoperability-exercise-set-for-october-31-november-1

11/12/2016-GSARC "BEACHFEST 2016", Old Pee Dee School, Conway, 
SC, Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w4gs.org

November 20: JARSFest 2016, Johnston Amateur Radio Society, Benson, 
NC, http://www.jars.net

January 14, 2017: Winston-Salem FirstFest, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, 
Winston-Salem, NC, http://www.w4nc.com/ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm

March 10-11, 2017: Charlotte Hamfest, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio 
Society, Concord, NC, https://charlottehamfest.org/

April 15, 2017: Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell Amateur Radio 
Association, Morganton, NC, http://cvhamfest.com

April 15, 2017: 45th Annual RARSFest/ARRL Roanoke Division 
Convention, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Raleigh, NC,
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/

April 28-29, 2017: 2017 SVHFS Conference, Southeastern VHF Society, 
Charlotte, NC, http://svhfs.org

September 1-3, 2017: 61st Annual Shelby Hamfest/ARRL North 
Carolina State Convention, Shelby Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC, 
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org

CONTESTS:
[I didn’t have time to edit my long list this month - this is from ARRL]

HF CONTESTS

CWops Mini-CWT Test, Oct 5, 1300z to Oct 5, 1400z, Oct 5, 1900z to Oct 5, 2000z, Oct 6, 0300z to Oct 6, 
0400z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; Member: Name + Member No., non-Member: Name + 
(state/province/country); Logs due: October 8.

NRAU 10m Activity Contest, Oct 6, 1700z to Oct 6, 1800z (CW), Oct 6, 1800z to Oct 6, 1900z (SSB), Oct 
6, 1900z to Oct 6, 2000z (FM), Oct 6, 2000z to Oct 6, 2100z (Dig); CW, SSB, FM, Digital; Bands: 10m 
Only; RS(T) + 6-character grid square; Logs due: October 20.

SARL 80m QSO Party, Oct 6, 1700z to Oct 6, 2000z; SSB; Bands: 80m Only; RS + Serial No. + Grid 
Locator or QTH; Logs due: October 13.

NCCC RTTY Sprint, Oct 7, 0145z to Oct 7, 0215z; RTTY; Bands: (see rules); Serial No. + Name + QTH; 
Logs due: October 9.

NCCC Sprint, Oct 7, 0230z to Oct 7, 0300z; CW; Bands: (see rules); Serial No. + Name + QTH; Logs due: 
October 9.

Makrothen RTTY Contest, Oct 8, 0000z to Oct 8, 0759z, Oct 8, 1600z to Oct 8, 2359z, Oct 9, 0800z to Oct 
9, 1559z; RTTY; Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; 4-character grid square; Logs due: November 15.

Oceania DX Contest, CW, Oct 8, 0800z to Oct 9, 0800z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; RST + 
Serial No.; Logs due: October 31.

SKCC Weekend Sprintathon, Oct 8, 1200z to Oct 10, 0000z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6m; 
RST + (state/province/country) + Name + (SKCC No./"NONE"); Logs due: October 16.

Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB, Oct 8, 1200z to Oct 9, 1200z; SSB; Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; RST 
+ Serial No.; Logs due: October 16.

QRP ARCI Fall QSO Party, Oct 8, 1200z to Oct 9, 2359z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; ARCI: 
RST + (state/province/country) + ARCI No., non-ARCI: RST + (state/province/country) + power out; Logs 
due: October 23.

Pennsylvania QSO Party, Oct 8, 1600z to Oct 9, 0500z, Oct 9, 1300z to Oct 9, 2200z; CW, Phone, PSK, 
RTTY; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2m; PA: Serial No. + County, non-PA: Serial No. + ARRL/RAC 
Section; Logs due: November 15.

Arizona QSO Party, Oct 8, 1600z to Oct 9, 0600z, Oct 9, 1400z to Oct 9, 2359z; CW, Phone, Digital; 
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2m; AZ: Serial No. + state + county, non-AZ: Serial No. + 
(state/province/country); Logs due: October 31.

FISTS Fall Unlimited Sprint, Oct 8, 1700z to Oct 8, 2100z; CW; Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; FISTS: RST + 
(state/province/country) + first name + FISTS No., non-FISTS: RST + (state/province/country) + first 
name + power; Logs due: November 7.

PODXS 070 Club 160m Great Pumpkin Sprint, Oct 8, 2000z to Oct 9, 2000z; PSK31; Bands: 160m Only; 
RST + (state/province/country); Logs due: October 22.

North American SSB Sprint Contest, Oct 9, 0000z to Oct 9, 0400z; SSB; Bands: 80, 40, 20m; [other 
station's call] + [your call] + [serial no.] + [your name] + [your state/province/country]; Logs due: October 
16.

UBA ON Contest, CW, Oct 9, 0600z to Oct 9, 0900z; CW; Bands: 80m Only; ON: RST + Serial No. + ON 
Section, non-ON: RST + Serial No.; Logs due: October 30.

10-10 Int. 10-10 Day Sprint, Oct 10, 0001z to Oct 10, 2359z; All; Bands: 10m Only; 10-10 Member: Name 
+ 10-10 number + (state/province/country), Non-Member: Name + 0 + (state/province/country); Logs 
due: October 25.

NAQCC CW Sprint, Oct 12, 0030z to Oct 12, 0230z; CW; Bands: 80, 40, 20m; RST + 
(state/province/country) + (NAQCC No./power); Logs due: October 16.

Phone Fray, Oct 12, 0230z to Oct 12, 0300z; SSB; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15m; NA: Name + 
(state/province/country), non-NA: Name; Logs due: October 14.

CWops Mini-CWT Test, Oct 12, 1300z to Oct 12, 1400z, Oct 12, 1900z to Oct 12, 2000z, Oct 13, 0300z to 
Oct 13, 0400z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; Member: Name + Member No., non-Member: Name 
+ (state/province/country); Logs due: October 15.

RSGB 80m Club Sprint, CW, Oct 12, 1900z to Oct 12, 2000z; CW; Bands: 80m Only; [other station's call] 
+ [your call] + [serial no.] + [your name]; Logs due: October 13.

NCCC RTTY Sprint, Oct 14, 0145z to Oct 14, 0215z; RTTY; Bands: (see rules); Serial No. + Name + QTH; 
Logs due: October 16.

NCCC Sprint, Oct 14, 0230z to Oct 14, 0300z; CW; Bands: (see rules); Serial No. + Name + QTH; Logs 
due: October 16.

MCG Autumn Sprint, Oct 14, 1500z to Oct 14, 1900z; CW, SSB; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20m; RS(T) + Serial 
No.; Logs due: October 31.

JARTS WW RTTY Contest, Oct 15, 0000z to Oct 17, 0000z; RTTY; Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; RST + 
age of operator; Logs due: October 31.

10-10 Int. Fall Contest, CW, Oct 15, 0001z to Oct 16, 2359z; CW; Bands: 10m Only; 10-10 Member: 
Name + 10-10 number + (state/province/country), Non-Member: Name + 0 + (state/province/country); 
Logs due: October 31.

Iowa QSO Party, Oct 15, 1400z to Oct 15, 2300z; CW/Digital, Phone; Bands: All, except WARC and 60m; 
IA: RS(T) + County, non-IA: RS(T) + (state/province/"DX"); Logs due: November 15.

New York QSO Party, Oct 15, 1400z to Oct 16, 0200z; CW, SSB, Digital; Bands: All, except WARC; NY: 
RS(T) + county, non-NY: RS(T) + (state/province/"DX"); Logs due: October 31.

Worked All Germany Contest, Oct 15, 1500z to Oct 16, 1459z; CW, SSB; Bands: (Please observe contest 
free band segments per the rules), 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; DL, DARC-Member: RS(T) + DOK (local area 
code), DL, non-DARC: RS(T) + "NM", non-DL: RS(T) + Serial No.; Logs due: October 31.

South Dakota QSO Party, Oct 15, 1800z to Oct 16, 1800z; CW, Phone, Digital; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 
10, 6, 2m; SD: RS(T) + county, non-SD: RS(T) + (state/province/country); Logs due: November 14.

Feld Hell Sprint, Oct 15, 2000z to Oct 15, 2359z; Feld Hell; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6m; (see rules); 
Logs due: October 19.

Asia-Pacific Fall Sprint, CW, Oct 16, 0000z to Oct 16, 0200z; CW; Bands: 20, 15m; RST + Serial No.; 
Logs due: October 23.

Illinois QSO Party, Oct 16, 1700z to Oct 17, 0100z; CW/digital, Phone; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 
2m; IL: RS(T) + County, non-IL: RS(T) + (state/province/country); Logs due: November 17.

RSGB RoLo CW, Oct 16, 1900z to Oct 16, 2030z; CW; Bands: 80m Only; RST + previous QRA locator 
received; Logs due: October 23.

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest, Oct 17, 0100z to Oct 17, 0300z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; 
RST + (state/province/country) + (Member No./power); Logs due: October 23.

ARRL School Club Roundup, Oct 17, 1300z to Oct 21, 2359z; CW, Phone, RTTY/Digital; Bands: All, 
except 60, 30, 17, 12m; RS(T) + Class (I/C/S) + (state/province/country); Logs due: November 5.

Telephone Pioneers QSO Party, Oct 17, 1900z to Oct 18, 0300z; CW/Digital, Phone; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 
20, 15, 10, 6, 2m; Members: RS(T) + chapter no. + name, non-Members: RS(T) + name; Logs due: 
December 10.

Phone Fray, Oct 19, 0230z to Oct 19, 0300z; SSB; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15m; NA: Name + 
(state/province/country), non-NA: Name; Logs due: October 21.
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CWops Mini-CWT Test, Oct 19, 1300z to Oct 19, 1400z, Oct 19, 1900z to Oct 19, 2000z, Oct 20, 0300z to 
Oct 20, 0400z; CW; Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m; Member: Name + Member No., non-Member: Name 
+ (state/province/country); Logs due: October 22.

VHF+ CONTESTS

Microwave Fall Sprint, Oct 8, 0800z to Oct 8, 1400z; not specified; Bands: 902 MHz and above; 6-
character grid square; Logs due: October 22.

UBA ON Contest, 2m, Oct 16, 0600z to Oct 16, 1000z; CW, Phone; Bands: 2m Only; ON: RS(T) + Serial 
No. + ON Section, non-ON: RS(T) + Serial No.; Logs due: November 6.

Also, see the SKCC Weekend Sprintathon, the Pennsylvania, Arizona, South Dakota, Illinois, and 
Telephone Pioneer QSO Parties, the Feld Hell Sprint, and the ARRL School Club Roundup, above.

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and December.  
See the website for details.  Locations varies.  ALL members and guests are 
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. 
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.  
The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held on Saturday, September 
10, 2016 at the Best Food Cafeteria in Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests 
are welcome! Our meeting room will be in the Steakhouse. Go into the Gift 
shop and take an immediate right opposite the cash register. Wearing your 
Ham badge is encouraged. Directions: the Best Food Cafeteria is at 220 East 
11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone number is 919-742-2475 and located on 
Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West of the intersection with Highway 421, and 
right across the street from Marsh Auto Parts. When:  Plan to arrive at 11:30 AM 
to socialize, dinner at 12Noon, business and program at about 12:45 PM.  
Board members are requested to arrive at 11 AM.  Program:   The program will 
be by chapter member Jack Emerson, W4TJE on “The W4TJE Adventures: 
Activating Summits on the Air.”    

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association:  Meets for Dinner (optional) at 
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at 
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each 
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club:  This may not be 
accurate.  Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active, 
but basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.  
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?”  Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last 
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T 
Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this 
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a 
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at> 
yahoo <dot> com

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at the 
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on 
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011 
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The 
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.  
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building 
on Coliseum Drive.  FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a 
program on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue 
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00 
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner” 
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. 
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or 
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open 
to all FARC members and interested visitors.  We meet at Hams Restaurant 
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's 
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 
7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and 

the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West 
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville: Breakfast 
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 
1 0 3  S e d g e h i l l  D r i v e  ( m a p  i t ) .  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s e e :  
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS 
http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Meets in Cary.  See 
website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting 
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held 
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise 
announced.  http://galaxbarc.tripod.com

ARRL, 
The national association for Amateur Radio™
225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111-1494 USA 
Telephone: (860) 594-0262 FAX: (860) 594-0259

September 26, 2016
 
Jim Atkins, W4UX
5906 La Sierra Drive
Pfafftown, NC 27040
 
 
Dear Jim:
 
We’re pleased to tell you that Director Boehner has approved 
the application of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club to hold an 
ARRL approved hamfest in Winston-Salem, NC on January 
14, 2017.
 
As part of your agreement in becoming an ARRL-affiliated 
event, please remember to prominently display the ARRL 
diamond when promoting the event on web sites, in e-mails, 
advertisements and all other program material.  The ARRL 
logo can be obtained from www.arrl.org/logos-photos.
 
Approximately three weeks prior to the event, I will send prize 
certificates for ARRL publications to be used as door prizes.  
To order other materials available at low- or no-cost to help 
represent ARRL membership and Amateur Radio 
recruitment, including brochures, hanging and standing 
banners, tabletop displays, table throws, and other 
giveaways (pens, magnets and stickers), please visit 
www.arrl.org/shop/Forms-and-Media-Warehouse/.  For 
effective coordination of ordering these materials and 
organizing the ARRL exhibit, you may want to contact your 
ARRL Division Director or ARRL Section Manager.
 
Good Luck!  We wish you the best for a successful event.
 
Let us know if there is anything else we can do to help with 
your hamfest plans.
73,

Gail Iannone 
Convention Program Manager
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AMATEUR RADIO – MILITARY 
INTEROPERABILITY EXERCISE SET 
FOR OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 1

(source: ARRL website)

An Amateur Radio-military interoperability exercise will take 
place October 31 and November 1.  The event will begin at 
1200 UTC on October 31 and continue through 2359 UTC on 
November 1 on 60 meter channels 1-4 – 5.3305 MHz, 5.3465 
MHz, 5.357 MHz, and 5.3715 MHz, respectively.  During this 
exercise, military stations will attempt to make radio contact 
with stations in as many of the 3007 US counties as possible. 
Radio amateurs providing “county status” information will 
receive a US Department of Defense “interoperability QSL 
card.”  For further information, see

http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-military-
interoperability-exercise-set-for-october-31-november-1

MOMENTUM BUILDING TO URGE SENATE PASSAGE OF 
THE AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT 

(source: ARRL website)

The response to ARRL’s call to action urging the support of US 
Senators for the Amateur Radio Parity Act, H.R. 1301, has been 
gratifying — although the campaign continues.  More than 
50,000 e-mails have been sent to Capitol Hill via Rally 
Congress, and all 100 US Senate members have been 
contacted. The League continues to encourage members of the 
Amateur Radio community who have not yet done so to reach 
out to their two US Senators seeking their support.  Just where 
things stand with respect to the bill’s future in the US Senate is 
not yet entirely clear.  “As of this moment, we have no date set 
for action by the Senate,” said ARRL Hudson Division Director 
Mike Lisenco, N2YBB, who has been deeply involved in 
promoting passage of the legislation.  “The Senate will adjourn 
the September work period soon and members will return home 
to campaign.  If we do not achieve consideration before they go 
into hiatus, we will have to wait until they return after Election 
D a y . ”   F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e 
http://www.arrl.org/news/momentum-building-to-urge-senate-
passage-of-the-amateur-radio-parity-act

Presently, the US Senate has recessed without acting upon the 
Amateur Radio Parity Act.  But, that does not mean ARRL 
Members should take a break – your help is still needed!  As of 
October 4th, more than 60,000 letters have been sent to Capitol 
Hill, including 997 letters from our Section that have been 
delivered to the offices of Senators Burr and Tillis.  If you have 
not sent letters, please use the Rally Congress tool to contact 
your NC Senators – Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis – to 
request their support of HR 1301 Amateur Radio Parity Act by 
voting favorably for the Bill.  Here is the website for the Rally 

Congress tool:

(source: Dan Henderson, N1ND, ARRL Regulatory 
Information Manager)

https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-senate-to-support-
amateur-radio-parity-act

NATIONAL PARKS ON THE AIR (NPOTA) 
ACTIVATIONS ON THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY

From May NC Section Newsletter
by Karl Bowman

The following information (edited) was received from William W. Van 
Nuys, N4OOC:  “…  I have been working with the administration of The 
Blue Ridge Parkway, the headquarters here in Asheville, regarding 
NPOTA.  I have met with the Superintendent, the Chief Ranger, and Ryan 
McCormick, Permit Coordinator.  We have developed a working 
relationship for NPOTA over the entire length of The Blue Ridge Parkway.  
I have attached the working guidelines for ALL ham operators while 
working on The Parkway [see below].  I have agreed to help Ryan with any 
issues we may encounter.  I will act as a liaison for any group who want to 
do a NOPTA activation on The Blue Ridge Parkway and help them obtain a 
Special Use Permit, if needed.  The biggest problem envisioned is that 
ALL hams must use their own antenna supports.  There will be no use of 
trees, bushes, fence posts, lampposts, or any permanent structure for 
antenna supports.  I feel the guidelines are “very workable” at this time if 
the ham community will follow the rules.  Please let me know if you feel I 
need to work further with Ryan on any of these guidelines.  Please pass 
the information on to the Section and let's alI have fun playing RADIO!  
William W. Van Nuys – N4OOC.”

Here are the guidelines: “ HAM radio guidelines.  Bureau: National Park 
Service, Unit: Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI), Issue: Amateur Radio 
Operators (HAM radio), Date:    March 22, 2016.  Issue: There is currently 
no policy in place that governs amateur radio (HAM radio) operators on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway.  2016 is seeing an increase in use of the BLRI by 
Ham radio operators who are participating in the National Parks on the Air 
program.  [ARRL, the] National Association for Amateur Radio 
(http://www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio) is planning a National Parks on 
the Air program to celebrate the NPS Centennial.  ARRL's year-long event 
in 2016 will have federally-licensed amateur radio operators showcasing 
NPS units across the country by bringing portable communications and 
transmitting from NPS units.”

“No Special Park Use permit is required for HAM radio operators who are 
following these guidelines.  [1] Group size is less than ten HAM radio 
operators and five vehicles associated with a HAM radio group in any of 
the predesignated areas.  [2] Use is within the following predesignated 
areas: Waterrock Knob Visitors Center lot (lower end of lot); Mount Pisgah 
Picnic Area; Craggy Gardens Picnic Area; Doughton Park Picnic Area; 
Rocky Knob Picnic Area; Smart View Picnic Area; Peaks of Otter Picnic 
Area; and, Humpback Rocks Picnic Area (Appalachian Trail located 1/8th 
mile from back of parking lot).  [3] Equipment used to engage in HAM radio 
operations is largely contained within personal vehicles.  Antennas 
mounted to vehicles or laid flat on the ground that do not cross sidewalks, 
parking areas trails or other areas where the general public regularly 
travels by foot will be allowed.  Using any permanent structures or 
vegetation to establish an aerial antenna is not allowed.  [4] Ancillary 
equipment (tables, camp chairs, pop up canopies) is acceptable so long 
as it is within predesignated areas and does not limit the public’s access to 
areas, or present a safety concern to the general public (tripping hazards, 
etc).  [5] Displaying signage that advertises affiliation of a licensed HAM 
radio operator with the ARRL’s National Parks on the Air event is allowed, 
but limited to personal vehicles only.  No signage will be permitted to 
remain in place that is not attached to a personal vehicle (no A-frame or 
real estate signs).  No use of the National Park Service (Arrowhead) logo 
is allowed.”

“If proposed use falls outside of these guidelines then please direct HAM 
radio operators to contact BLRI Permit Coordinator Ryan McCormick at 
828-348-3441, or by email at ryan_c_mccormick@nps.gov.”  Thanks to 
William W. Van Nuys, N4OOC, and Ryan McCormick, BLRI Permit 
Coordinator, for providing this information!

ARRL NATIONAL PARKS ON THE AIR 2016 – For information on rules, 
answers to frequently asked questions, activator tips, NPOTA documents, 
answers to basic questions from NPS employees, the Leaderboard, list of 
NPOTA units, merchandise, NPOTA on social media, and latest news, see 
http://www.arrl.org/NPOTA (source: ARRL website)

Select items from ARRL NC Newsletter:
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Amateur Radio Parity Act
from Karl Bowman, W4CHX
ARRL NC Section Manager 

and ARRL

On September 13th, ARRL members received 
the following email (slightly edited) from our 
Division Leaders, Dr. Jim N2ZZ and Bill N2COP: 
“…Amateur Radio needs your help.  Please take 
a few minutes to read through this entire email, 
which will shape the future of Ham Radio. This 
past Monday, an important first step in antenna 
re l ie f  took p lace as the US House of 
Representatives passed HR 1301 The Amateur 
Radio Parity Act.  The bill now goes to the US 
Senate for a vote, and that's where we need your 
help.  By now you should have received an email 
from ARRL asking for you to click on a safe 
hyperlink and enter your zip code, which will 
automatically send letters to your state's two U.S. 
Senators asking for their vote for the Parity Act.  If 
HR 1301 passes the Senate, it will then go to the 
President for his signature and will become law.

Please help us in the effort.  It takes only a few 
minutes.  Please go to this linked website and 
follow the prompts:

https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-senate-
to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act

As elected officials of the ARRL, we are 
permitted only reach out to Members.  However, 
the use of this Rally Congress web link can be 
used by anyone who desires to support this 
legislation.  This is the first federal antenna relief 
measure in 31 years since the FCC issued the 
PRB-1 ruling.  If it becomes law, the Amateur 
Radio Parity Act will permit licensed Amateur 
Radio operators to set up an effective outdoor 
antenna in neighborhoods and subdivisions with 
antenna restrictions.  Trade industry data 
suggest that up to half of all Hams live in Home 
Owner Association (HOA) regulated housing.  
Furthermore, upwards of three out of four new 
housing units are covered by homeowner 
restrictions. Antenna restrictions have been an 
impediment to operation for many radio 
operators, so please take a few minutes now to 

generate letters to your U.S. Senators in support 
of HR1301.

Remember who will benefit from this legislation, 
in addition to those that are currently impacted: 1) 
older Hams who downsize or relocate to smaller 
housing; 2) operators who move into assisted 
living facilities; 3) Hams who move into HOA 
restricted neighborhoods to take care of an aging 
or disabled individual; 4) working or military 
Hams who are in short term housing; 5) youth 
who get an interest in Amateur Radio and want to 
become l i censed;  and,  6 )  emergency 
communicators  who can prov ide v i ta l 
neighborhood links with responders and 
government agencies.  While you may not be 
currently impacted by antenna restrictions, 
hundreds of thousands of Hams are.  Unless 
they get a chance to get on the air, the number of 
licensed operators will diminish, and with that the 
possible future of our hobby and public service.  
Every ARRL member needs to contact their 
US Senators now –PLEASE! …  Our thanks to 
the overwhelming number of ARRL members 
who contacted their US House Representatives 
to help get HR 1301 passed!

73, Dr. Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, 
ARRL Roanoke Division Director and 

Bill Morine, N2COP, 
ARRL Roanoke Division Vice Director.”

Your help is still needed!  And, that is why I am 
contacting you. Please use the Rally Congress 
tool to contact our NC Senators – Senators 
Richard Burr and Thom Tillis – to request their 
support of HR 1301 Amateur Radio Parity Act by 
voting favorably for the Bill.  Again, here is the 
website for the Rally Congress tool:

https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-senate-
to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act  

Thank you for all that you are doing for amateur 
radio, for your community, and for the Grassroots 
Campaign for the Amateur Radio Parity Act!  73, 
Karl W4CHX, ARRL NC Section Manager, (919) 
669-6068 (cell) (sources: ARRL website; Dr. Jim 
Boehner; Bill Morine, N2COP)
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COMMENTS REGARDING HURRICANE MATTHEW 
FROM TOM BROWN, N4TAB, NC SECTION EMERGENCY 
COORDINATOR 

Tom Brown, N4TAB, ARRL NC Section Emergency
Coordinator and NC COML AHIMT Type III #0004

At the present time, the impact of Hurricane Matthew on the 
State of NC, and parts of NC, is not known.  Please observe 
your local weather conditions and make plans to be safe.  As 
information becomes available about the need for your 
assistance, it will be disseminated.  You may also find 
information on the NC ARRL and US AUXCOMM websites, see 
www.ncarrl.org and http://auxcomm.us  Please do not self-
deploy.  If your Amateur Radio skills are needed, rely on your 
local EC and/or Emergency Management Agency to request 
your activation. Again, please be safe.  

HURRICANE WATCH NET RAMPS UP TO 
“CATASTROPHIC RESPONSE MODE” FOR MATTHEW

(source: ARRL website)

For further information, see 
http://www.arrl.org/news/hurricane-watch-net-ramps-up-to-
catastrophic-response-mode-for-matthew

2 Exciting DXpeditions

BOUVET ISLAND ACTIVATION PLANNED – Three proven 
and experienced DXpedition leaders and a large team of 
operators have announced plans to activate Bouvet Island 
(Bouvetøya), the #2 most-wanted DXCC entity in late 2017 or 
e a r l y  2 0 1 8 .   F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e 
http://www.arrl.org/news/bouvet-island-activation-planned 
(source: ARRL website)

POLISH DXER 3Z9DX REPORTED READY TO RETURN TO 
NORTH KOREA ON A MOMENT’S NOTICE – Following a 
surprise “demonstration” operation from North Korea last 
December, Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX of Poland, is waiting for the call 
that will allow him to return to the #1 most-wanted DXCC entity 
for another brief activation.  For further information, see 
http://www.arrl.org/news/polish-dxer-3z9dx-reported-ready-
to-return-to-north-korea-on-a-moment-s-notice (source: 
ARRL website)

Help!  Early FARC Records
by Don, WS4NC

Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old history of 
FARC as I can find.  The club was originally called the Winston-
Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the early records were 
lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.   If you have any early 
records of FARC we would appreciate either the donation of those or 
at least the opportunity to copy them.  Sadly the first thing a family 
throws out after a ham dies is the paper work - I’ve been told directly 
by one family that “that was just old ham radio papers and work 
papers - no one is interested in that trash.” 

DAYTON HAMVENTION!

The biggest gathering of hams in the world, really.  It is in May. 
The Dayton will be undergoing some exciting changes this 
year in moving to a new and larger location.  Now in the 
planning stages the FARC group is looking for 24, that’s 
TWENTY-FOUR, to go with us next year.  We have about 12 
spots filled already.  The plan is to have a 24 passenger bus 
with a professional driver who will chauffeuring us around 
Dayton, to the new location and to dinner. The bus is a nice 
modern, air-conditioned and bathroom equipped vehicle so it 
will be a great ride.  The cost should be under $250 (possibly 
well under) for tickets, some booth space and rooms; basically 
everything except for your food.  We leave Thursday morning 
around 8 AM and will arrive back in Winston-Salem Sunday 
night. We stay at the University of Dayton in the dorms, 2 to a 
room so we save a lot on the cost of the rooms. We will travel 
out to one of the better restaurants in Dayton at night and we 
will take a walking tour of Daytons’s Oregon district one night. 
Other excursions are possible.  We have to reserve rooms this 
month so this is subject to our getting this many rooms.  And we 
need to fill ALL the seats.  If you haven’t been to an event like 
this is your opportunity.  Payment (non-refundable unless 
someone takes your place) will be due around February.  If you 
are interested see Henry, W2DZO ( hgheidtmann <at> gmail 
<dot> com ).  We need commitments very, very soon.

Late Breaking on JOTA:

The following email was approved by an email vote from the board:

Dale:

Pursuant to our earlier conversation I would like to formally request 
permission for use of the 145.470Mhz(W4NC) repeater to support the 
Cub/Boy Scouts during their JOTA operations on October 15, 2016.  
Jamboree on the Air was created to allow Scouts all over the globe to 
communicate to each other via Amateur Radio.  There are 5 
commendations Scouts can earn with sciences associated with radio.  
While JOTA is generally worked from a HF point of view, I'll be setting 
up a portable 2m station at Camp Raven Knob in Surry County.  Old 
Hickory Council is sponsoring a Cub/Parent camp-out the same 
weekend and I plan to share info with the campers as well as offer third 
traffic opportunities with the hope of stimulating interest.  Last year 
Glenna (KM4PBU) and I set up and over the course of the day 
wrangled close to 100 Cubs to talk on the radio.  The looks on these 
kids faces were priceless.  During slow periods I hope to support Geoff 
Rudy(KK4MOV) with his Scouts.  If anyone shows an interest in 
supporting can contact me via email.

73,
Bill Thompson, KK4ZIU

Select items from ARRL NC Newsletter:
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Hara Arena, Home of 
Dayton Hamvention 
Closes

OK, let’s get it out of the way - we all 
hated Hara Arena - it was old, poorly 
laid out, poorly maintained and (at 
least one year) a sewer.  But it was 
our place we loved to hate.  The 
Hara Arena is closing and going 
away.  Even with its deficiencies, it 
had a ceratin allure to those of us 
who had been there year after year.  
The Hamvention must move.

The Dayton ARC has announced 
that the Hamvention will move to the 
Greene County Fairgrounds in 
Xenia, Ohio.  In the two maps shown 
here to the same scale it is obvious 
that the Fairgrounds is a much 
bigger place with lots of open green 
space.  Paved parking might be an 
issue but I expect a lot of that open 
green space will be used for parking, 
and hopefully for fleamarket.    

Those of us who stay at University of Dayton will see little difference in travel, I expect, since Google Maps puts the time to Hara Arena as 21 
minutes and to Green County Fairgrounds as 24 minutes.  It is longer but better roads and not through town traffic (mostly).  Your actual 
mileage may vary.  We’ll see.

As to the Hamvention itself there will be some adjustment pains.  There is less commercial space and some of that will be covered cattle 
barns with concrete floors but no AC.  Since it is in May that may or may not be issue.  Some years it has been cool and below 40 degrees, 
some years it has been hotter than a late summer jalapeno.  

The buildings are all nearly new, so that is a plus.  Sadly Xenia was hit by tornados, most recently in 2000, but that has resulted in all new 
buildings at the Fairgrounds.  How the fleamarket area will be split up is not clear yet.

The Dayton (now Xenia?) Hamvention is a major event.  It draws 25,000+ attendees from at least 60 countries. It is estimated to bring about 
$18,000,000 in revenue to the area. Major ham manufacturers usually announce their new products there.  The fleamarket is without 

comparison.  If you walk all the rows 
you moved so fast that you can not 
see everything, especially in the 
fleamarket where the best goodies 
usually require some digging.

Our group that goes up each is 
limited to 12, although we have 
discussed doubling that and hiring a 
professional driver and a bus.  It is 
up for discussion.  The costs for the 
trip will probably be under $300 
(maybe closer to $230) for a place to 
stay, tickets and a sitting spot in our 
booth.  That is an estimate, not a firm 
price.  Basically all but food.  
Payment would be due in February.  
The decision on how this will unfold 
is still open but will have to be 
finalized by the end of September.  If 
we stay with the 12 probably all spots 
are full.  We’ll see what happens.  If 
you are seriously interested see 
Henry Heidtmann at one of the club 
meetings and soon - as we have to 
commit on rooms October 1.

Hara Arena is the large paved spot in the middle of picture.  Most of the area around 
Hara is other businesses, but the grassy fields were used for parking.

The Greene County fairgrounds take up most of the area below.  Lots of grassy 
areas and new buildings - but some are cattle barns.
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Minutes of the Board of Directors 
Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
- 19 September 2016

by  Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1.  Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of 
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, 
was held on Monday, 19 September 2016 at Ham’s 
Restaurant, 367 Lower Mall Drive, Thruway Shopping 
Center, Winston-Salem.  The meeting was called to order 
by FARC President Jim Atkins-W4UX, at 1855 hours.  He 
welcomed all meeting attendees.

2.  Meeting Attendees:  The fifteen meeting attendees were 
Jim Atkins-W4UX, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Terry 
Brown-AK4D, Don Edwards-WS4NC, David Shoaf-KC4X, 
Steve Patterson-WA3RTC, John Kippe-K1PPE, Jim 
Register-KV4SJ, Har lan Colbert-W1HRC, Sam 
Poindexter-NI4TG, Jeff Stafford-AC4YN, Daryl Knight-
N5WK, Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Dale Mierisch-
WB9SZL and Steven Mierisch-KG4JWU.

3.  Treasurers Report:  Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, FARC 
Treasurer, stated that the club balance was $3877.07.

4.  Presentation by George Verekin—North Carolina Three 
Percenters: George Verekin had previously requested 
permission to speak to the FARC Board of Directors about 
the North Carolina Three Percenters, who they are locally 
and nationally, their mission and to explore the possibility of 
FARC members to provide communications support to the 
Three Percenters. At the end of the presentation, Mr. 
Verekin thanked meeting attendees for listening to the 
presentation.  Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, who Mr. Verekin 
had approached initially to speak to the board of directors, 
thanked and told him that we would discuss his information 
and would be getting back in touch with him.  (After meeting 
note:  A summary of the FARC response to Mr. Verekin 
stated:  1—We would inform Mr. Verekin when we became 
aware of Amateur Radio licensing classes starting and that 
any Three Percenters would be welcome in attending our 
VE test sessions, 2-We emphasized the FCC rules and 
legal requirement of licensed operators operating amateur 
radios, and 3-The FARC Board of Directors declined 
forming any official relationship with the Three Percenters 
as that would fall outside of FARC’s organizational 
mission.)

5.  January Firstfest:  Discussion was held on the FARC 
Firstfest hamfest which will be held on Saturday, 14 
January 2017 at the Summit School cafeteria.  Henry 
Heidtmann-W2DZO led discussion to get the FARC 
hamfest registered and sanctioned by the ARRL.  Jim 
Adkins-W4UX stated he would do this.  (Secretary note:  
Jim confirmed the ARRL’s acknowledgment of this in an 
email to club officers on 26 September)

6.  Nomination Committee:  A nomination committee to 
investigate FARC officers for 2017 was formed.  
Nomination committee members were: Henry Heidtmann-
W2DZO, Terry Brown-AK4D, Jim Atkins-W4UX, David 
McDonald-N5WMB and David Shoaf-KC4X.  All four key 
board offices are open.

7.  Dayton Hamfest:  Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO led 
general discussion of the 2017 Dayton Hamfest which will 
be moved from the FARA arena to the Greene County 
fairgrounds at Xenia, Ohio.  Discussion was held on how to 
get to the hamfest, a possible bus taking all FARC 
attendees, and very preliminary estimates of cost per 
person.

8.  Monthly Club Costs:  General discussion was held on 
how to eliminate the monthly phone bill and other expenses 
at Baptist Hospital for the two repeaters located there.  In 
summary, a motion was made by Don Edwards-WS4NC, 
seconded by John Kippe-K1PPE and positive vote was 
held and approved to allocate up to $1500 to purchase 
communication equipment, cables and antennas to 
eliminate the phone line costs.

9.  Arduino Class:  Don Edwards-WS4NC announced that 
an Arduino class is planned for 1 October at INMAR.

10.  Club Project Meeting:  Steve Patterson-WA3RTC 
stated that there would be meetings on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7 pm at the Miller Park Community Center 
for anyone to talk about, participate and make electronic 
projects.

11.  Meeting Suggestions:  General discussion was held 
on meeting content that would be helpful to newcomers to 
Amateur Radio, ie, coax cable repair and installation of 
connecters.  It was suggested that the club needs Skywarn 
classes in 2017.

12.  Handheld Radio Battery Replacement:  Steven 
Mierisch-KG4JWU stated the need to replace batteries and 
some antennas in club handheld radios.  Replacements 
were agreed to and Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO told Steven 
to provide him a list of what was needed and he would order 
the needed items.

13.  ARES Report:  Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT was not able 
to attend the meeting but general discussion was held on 
the previous weekends Tour to Tanglewood MS fundraiser 
event.  The primary topic was on the limited use of APRS 
tracking in the event, but suggesting that APRS in either 
handheld radios or in cellphone with APRS apps would 
have growing value in future events that club members 
would be involved in.

14.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made by Harold Richardson-N4HER, 
seconded by Jeff Stafford-AC4YN and meeting was 
adjourned at 2015 hours.
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Meeting

These will be published next month.  

Railroad One
      Part 2

This is the story of the special railroad car system of the White 
House away from home. Read the story by W8SU!

Donald Nichols wrote:
In it he (W8SU) wonders about the fate of the Myer and the 
Crew Car Morn. Both still exist. At present they are at the center 
of a felony investigation with one person already under arrest. 
The person in custody applied for state funds for the cars' 
restoration. However nothing of the such was done and that is 
where felony theft charges come in. Due to the legal problems, 
nothing is being done for the Myer and so it is going downhill 
fast. I last saw it in October and believe that it is now beyond 
being able to be saved. One of the set of trucks for it or the Morn 
were scrapped and another sold to another group. I don't know 
if it was the Myer's or the Morn's that were scrapped.

I was the person who arranged for it's saving back in 1987 
when NASA had it up for disposal, and worked on it when it was 
at the Gold Coast RR Museum. I also went to Steamtown as a 
consultant when the museum was going to have it restored 
using FEMA funds for damage caused by Hurricane Andrew.

Morn is the crew car for the Myer. It was built out of Hospital 
Unit Car USA 89426 and carried 87426 in Presidential service. 
W3WTE operated out of that car. It was later replaced by 
89501, a Hospital Ambulance Car built in 1952 as part of a 52 
car order as a replacement car for the Morn, Myer, and 50 other 
cars sent to S. Korea.

The PA amp actually resided in the Myer after it was rebuilt in 
1951. Reason for that was so that the mic signal would go to the 
Myer where it would be split between the radio and the rear 
speakers. In otherwords, it traveled two trainlenghts to go up 6 
feet. The Myer could send it out by phone as the car was equipt 
to handle landlines also. By radio or phoneline it would be sent 
to DC where it was recorded in the basement of the White 
House. The same radio equipment used in the Myer was also in 
place in the WH and Panama. After the shakedown run in 1951 

with 1401 (leased from the B&O) which was used from 1941 to 
1952, the Myer took the lead spot in the train behind the locos. 
The Morn followed the Myer. Both cars ran vestibule to 
vestibule for greater security. Both cars were off limits to all but 
those with clearances. No interior pictures of the Morn while in 
service have ever been found. By orders of the Col in charge. 
We had to guess and then get confirmation to make up a set of 
drawings for the interior of the Morn. Even that was fun as the 
WACA/WHACA/WHSA were a tight lipped group to outsiders. 
I'm an honorary member of the retired Florida group and have a 
letter on file out of the White House allowing me to talk to them 
about the designs of the cars. I cannot discuss operations of it 
though. Even though I have shown them an Army training film 
of the WACA group and the cars, planes, and train with the 
equipment installed. We know of atleast 3 different set of 
equipment over the 20+ years in service of the Myer.

Along with voice comms, the Myer could also handle code 
traffic. Even had a seperate room for decoding and encoding 
with a Model 39 in it. Along with a code safe. The door to the 
crypto room was 4" thick and sound deadened. Door had a 
triple combination lock that could only be unlocked from in the 
hallway. Person inside also had bars over the exterior window. 
To get out, the person would have to call the PBX room next 
door.

The Army Depot was Fort Holabird. That is where the Myer, 
Morn, and 89501 spent most of their time when not on the road.

The Press Car was car number 32. While we have seen interior 
pictures of the car, we never have been able to track it down.
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Railroad One - Part 1

[Doc Holiday sent me the following links about the radio 
installation on the Presidential Train Ferdinand Magellan in the 
1950s. Check these two links:
http://hamgallery.com/Tribute/W3WTE/
http://hamgallery.com/Tribute/W3WTE/w3wte.pdf ]

The Presidential Train Ferdinand Magellan - White House 
communications via, W3WTE on wheels! We feature the U.S. 
Army Signal Corps General Albert J. Myer, Radio Railcar 
installation. One fall day in October 1956 12 noon EDT will long 
be remembered by hundreds of 14 MHZ SSB State side 
amateurs. 

It was the day W3WTE was, of all places, 60 feet below the 
Cleveland, Ohio, Railway Terminal Tower Station working the 
bands. The detail was called “Operation Earthworm” We have 
a QSL courtesy of W3WTE. “POTUS” an acronym, stands for 
President of the United States! The special railroad car system 
of the White House away from home, luxury living, rolling home 
and lecture platform, communications, safety, press corps and 
energy car. 

This amazing city on wheels was at times a nightmare for the 
Secret Service, Railroad and logistics involved in the 
Presidents safety. There was an advanced two car train and 
each crossing was inspected by the Secret Service and rail 
authorities.

Above radio control console occupies part interior of 
presidential communications General Myers Car. Multiple 
control panel, a maze of gadgets for radio broadcasts, radio 
photo transmission, tape recordings of presidential speeches 
and incoming and outgoing teleprinter copy. Two diesel AC 
generators are on the right side of car, can supply enough 
power to operate the train in any capacity.

Mr Charles Clemens K6QD spoke of his duties much earlier 
when first assigned to Presidential Communications in 1942. 
He was chosen to be the first CW operator between the 
Presidential Train and the White House via HF radio in railroad 
Car 1401. “The White House on Wheels.”

Clemens explained some front seats had been removed and 
an operating table installed full of radio devices in there place. 

Telegraph lines alongside the tracks provided a lot of clicks that 
made it difficult to copy poor signals, mainly in the southwest 
part of the U.S.A. The clearance requirements for railroad cars 
prohibited using a real antenna. The radio operators used a 
wire inside an insulating tube mounted on standoffs about six 
inches above the metal roof of the car. This was later changed 
to a copper tube, the same size as the insulating tube, with 
much better results. ContinuedThe frequency complement ran 
from 3 MHZ to 17 MHZ. (Car 1401 built in 1914 would be 
replaced in the 50s by the modern General Albert Myer car) 
Myer was the first Signal Corps Commander.

Clemens K6QD Signal Corps operator said “I was supposed to 
contact a number of Army stations along our shakedown trip in 
1942 riding the rails, none of them more than a couple of 
hundred miles from our route. As might be expected, results 
were poor and it was decided to contact WAR in the Pentagon 
at Washington direct. Successful contacts were made from 
New Orleans and on the way home. The only real difficulty 
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Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for FARC to 
earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile link below and 
register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs you nothing more, 
but it benefits the club.  Anything you order has to be ordered from the 
Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs you 
nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations 
through this program.  Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
Www.smile.amazon.com

Teletype Perforation Tape

I know this is a weird request, but we will be needing some paper 
tape for the upcoming Samuel FB Morse exhibit at Reynolda 
House.  The preferred type would be the yellow stuff used on 
ASR-33 Teletype machines but the older 5-level Baudot machine 
tape will work.  Anything with a width under 1-inch but even that is 
negotiable.  The preferred type would be without the index holes 
but we are not picky.  

We are building a morse code printer for young visitors to take 
home their name in Morse code at the upcoming SFB Morse 
Reynolda House exhibit.  We can find the tape, it isn’t rare, it’s just 
that no one has any need for it anymore.  Should you have a roll or 
two (or 50?) stored away that you would be willing to donate it 
would be appreciated and would be going to a good cause.  

hundred miles from our route. As might be expected, 
results were poor and it was decided to contact WAR in the 
Pentagon at Washington direct. Successful contacts were 
made from New Orleans and on the way home. The only 
real difficulty came when we were close to Washington 
DC.” 

Clemens added “Overall, our results were encouraging 
and we were assigned the task of accompanying President 
Roosevelt on his swing stumping around the country 
visiting military bases and aircraft plants. Equipment and 
facilities were improved over the years and when Clemens 
left in 1948, the car had a small operating room, a code 
center, a small bunk room with four bunks, a lounge room 
and the baggage half of the car packed with equipment. 
Clemens continued “To make a long story quite short, I 
worked six years on the Presidential Train, traveling with 
Presidents Roosevelt and Truman in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. We logged well over a hundred 
thousand miles.” Today, the train is no more, Old 1401 is 
gone, only known by gild of 1401 above the entry door, 
Gen. Myer car has been retired and the Ferdinand 
Magellan is restored and on display in Florida.

The General Myers car shown at the U.S. Naval 
Gunfactory in Wash.DC. The mule switcher is in the rear. 
The small detachment that Clemens knew had evolved 
into the White House Army Security Agency and finally 
White H o u s e Communications Agency. They wouldn’t 
believe how much equipment they could eliminate by 
satellite communications today. Partially scripted from 
March 1975 Ham Radio Mag article “Brass Pounding on 
Wheels” By K6QD CC Jr. & Railroad Magazine February 
1953. Thanks to Glenn Laser W3WTE for a copy of the 
POTUS QSL. Glenn advised the card was found at a yard 
sale or Hamfest in WV and presented to him. - It would be a 
pleasure to sit and talk with Mr. Clemens today, but I 
believe he is a silent key because the call has been 
reissued several times. I can’t come up with anything on 
the two communications coaches whether they avoided 
the cutters torch.
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Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don

JOTA 
October 14-16, 
2016

C O M M E N T S  O N 
JAMBOREE ON THE AIR 
(JOTA) FROM DAVE PRICE, 
K4KDP, ARRL NC SECTION 
YOUTH COORDINATOR 
FOR SCOUTING (10/14-16)

The following information was received from Dave Price, 
K4KDP:  “JOTA (Jamboree On The Air) is on the weekend of 
October 14-16, 2016.  If you are planning to operate a JOTA 
station please register at www.k2bsa.net/jota-station-
registration/  The following websites may also provide some 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n :  w w w. j o t a j o t i . i n f o  a n d 
www.scouting.org/jota.aspx  We have an update email that is 
being sent out for North Carolina, if interested please email 
k4kdp@arrl.net to be added to the list.  This year, ARRL has a 
p a t c h  f o r  t h e  G i r l  S c o u t s  t o  w o r k  o n ,  v i s i t 
http://www.arrl.org/gir l-scouts-radio-patch for more 
information.  We have also received permission to use some 
DMR and 2 meter repeaters.  If you hear a Scout calling CQ, 
please take a moment to briefly speak to the Scouts.  They 
should only be on the repeaters for a few minutes at a time to 
allow for others to use the repeaters.

We would love to have more JOTA stations.  Contact a local 
Scout leader or Scout office if you would like to support JOTA.  
The Scouts can complete a large part of the Radio Merit Badge 
visiting a JOTA event. If you set up one station as an 
emergency station and explain how to send S-O-S, stop 
transmitting for emergency traffic, and explain how you can 
transmit with your own power/radio/antennas, the Scout 
should be able to sign off step 7a of the Emergency 
Preparedness Merit Badge, which is a requirement toward 
earning their Eagle Scout rank.  

Please contact me if  you need more information, 
k4kdp@arrl.net.”  Thanks to Dave Price, K4KDP, ARRL NC 
Section Youth Coordinator – Scouting, for providing this 
information!  (source: Dave K4KDP). 

Read-The-Newsletter, 
Attend-The-Meeting (RTN-ATM) -
Maybe win something!

To celebrate our 85th birthday (12/30/2015) we are having a 
special participation drawing.  First - you need to read the 
Newsletter - hidden within will be some little stupid saying or poem between 
two curley brackets { } on several pages.  The words have been converted to 
curves so doing a CTRL-F will not work; you have to actually look and read - 
that requires a small investment of your effort and skill.  Write what you find on 
a 3X5 card (provided at the FARC meeting) along with your call.  

Just after the program there will be a drawing for a ham-related goodie.  Each 
month we will pull one entry from that month - the winner must be present to 
win.  At the December, 2016 Banquet all the cards (including monthly 
winners) received from 8/2015 to 12/2016 will go into one drawing for a new 
mobile 2-meter, 440 radio (Jetstream JT270M or equivalent); for the Big 
December, 2016 prize you will not need to be present to win (but we hope you 
will); for the monthly prizes you must be present to win or we will draw another 
card.  

We say JT270M or equivalent because due to the Chinese imports the 
market is changing so fast that we don’t know what will be the best choice 15 
to 16 months from now - we will commit to a particular radio around this time 
next year.  The costs of all this has been paid by a special anonymous 
donation.  

The prize for December will be a pretty, blue Baofeng UV-5R already 
programmed, charged and ready to go.  The odds are really good each 
month so read and be there.  The plan right now is continue with blue UV-5Rs 
each month, depending on availability or if something better comes along.  
The Newsletter will announce what is coming each month.

Repeating the text from last month’s Diddle-de-dah-de-Don:  “There is a new 
secret message hidden in the Newsletter - look for {}.  Print the secret 4-line 
message exactly on a 3X5 card (cards will be provided at the club meeting) or 
you can print the secret message on the back of a non-refundable $20 bill - 
$100s are also good (thanks Click and  Clack!) and drop it in the box at the 
next FARC meeting.  Rules:  1) Message must be exact.  2)  Must be on a 
3X5 index card and appear exactly as in the Newsletter.  3)  One entry per 
person.  4)  Winner must be present to win or another entry will be drawn.  5)  
No cash value.  6)  Prizes will vary 

by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to all who contributed to this month’s Newsletter.  Doc 
suggested the item about Railroad One.  Yeah, I know - I got parts 1 
and 2 in the wrong order, but the otherwise the Newsletter is done, 
late and it’s too hard to swap it now.  Terry is always great with his 
minutes.  Harold does a great job with programs.  Thanks especially 
to Jim Atkins for suggesting the Lithium idea; sorry Jim I put my own 
spin on it but I hope I made the point.  Ham radio is a great hobby but 
it is not worth risking your house or those you love over it.

Maintaianing an email list is a problem for me.  This month I have 
purged 35 email address, mostly for email bounces.  Obviously, if I 
can’t email you, you will not see this.  This month I am going to try 
and come up with a better system for this.

There are a lot of really great things going on with this radio club.  
There is a late-breaking news item on page 13in the Newsletter 
about 145.47 plans for JOTA.  Some other things coming soon that 
will result in some national recognition.  Keep reading, keep 
participating.  We are growing, every month there are new people 
joining and new hams getting their first licenses.  

73,  Don WS4NC

MORE THAN 200 US STATIONS SIGNED 
UP FOR SCOUTING’S JAMBOREE ON 
THE AIR (10/14-16) 

(source: ARRL website)

As of September 28th, 219 US stations have registered to take 
part in Scouting’s 2016 Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), which will 
take place October 14-16.  Registration remains open for the 
59th annual event.  Last year, 400 US stations registered.  
JOTA officials are asking JOTA 2016 participants not only to 
register for this year’s event, but to follow up with a post-JOTA 
report.  For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/more-than-200-us-stations-signed-
up-for-scouting-s-jamboree-on-the-air
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