
86TH

FARC Newsletter Page 1July, 2017

July, 2017

FARC MEETING - JULY 10, 2017

Our general membership meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club will be Monday night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum 
Drive.  The meeting starts at 7:30 but plan on arriving early to get a 
good seat.  This month the meeting program will be about Scouting 
and Ham Radio by Geoff KK4MOV. FCC exams will be held and 
preregistration is required at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  Exams 
begin at 6:20 PM.  The business meeting will be held on the 3rd 
Monday at Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road this month.

River Ridge Tap House Closes

RRTH, where the FARC December meeting has been held the last 
few years has closed this week.  We will miss it, it was a good place 
with good food and a great wait staff.  We also lost Hams recently, 
where the 3rd Monday Business meeting was held - the business 
meeting will be held at Mi Puelbo on Stratford this month.  We are 
looking for alternate venues for both events.  The main club 
membership meeting is still on the 2nd Monday at the Red Cross 
Building on Coliseum Drive.

by David Shoaf, KC4X, 
FARCPresident

I want to thank everyone for 
coming out and making Field 
Day 2017 a complete success. 
Some highlights were:

A successfully safe weekend, 
No reportable accidents or 
injuries. Thanks to Harlan 
Cobert for acting as our Safety 
Officer.

We made north of 500 additional contacts more than last year.

We weathered a strong thunderstorm and were able to 
immediately return to the air.  At one point the rain was so hard 
that the animals were lining up two-by-two, the winds were 
fierce and it was truly dark.  But not one antenna came down.

The food and water were good and plentiful.

The sound of CW and Digital continued right on through the 
night.

The tear-down after 2pm contest end was met with a large 
number of helpers. It made tired eyes very happy. Yippee!

A special thanks to Daryl Knight, N5WK for organizing Field 
Day along with Steve Patterson, WA3RTC who arranged for 
food and life-giving cold water during some really steamy 
weather.  And to Melissa Hall, W4RXG and Doc Holiday, 
WB4QIZ for arranging for publicity.  And to Harold, N4HER for 
taking charge of the antennas (really big job) and to all who 
helped get the antennas up (sorry don’t have all the names!).  
And to Gene Bowman, WB4MSG (even though he couldn’t 
come this year) for making most all the antennas in the first 
place.  To all the CW  guys who pushed our point count higher 
than its ever been (Jim, Don, Henry, Brian among others).  And 
to all the SSB operators, and to all the digital operators (Harold, 
Bob and Andrew among others), and to Steve Mierisch for 
satellite contacts.  To David, W4OIL, for manning the GOTA 
station.  Even if all you did was join us for food and fellowship 
that was great too.  We had loads of Lexington-style BBQ and 
fixin’s. (Great banana pudding too Steve!)

We were especially blessed to have many licensed young 
hams out and joining us.  Mason, KM4SII; Carolyn, : and newly 
licensed Bryant, .  

Top photo:  This is the crew as we were just after the storm 
passed through.  So many people came and went over the 
weekend it was hard to keep track.  We were very pleased 
that Jim, N2ZZ Roanoke Division Director visited with us.

Bottom photo:  Jim, N2ZZ; Brian, N4UEZ; Caroline, 
KM4VCO; Charlie, AE4UX; Mason, KM4SII.

Continued on Page 5



 EDWARD D WALBROEHL  KE4ZFT 
 RALPH D KUDART  KD7OVA 
 MARTIN T BOLES  KN4DCP 
 JAMES D COLE  KM4QPR

For new hams, please complete the information on received by email or 
the one as the last page of the Newsletter, if you have not already done 
so, for a free Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (FARC).  
Mark the form "New Ham - TestDate” Once the form is completed, bring 
to the next club meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as well as 
upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday of every month, except 
December, prior to the FARC regular meeting.  The normal starting time 
is 6:20PM.  The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum Drive 
in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail, listing the 
elements you wish to test for, your phone number and email address. 
You may pre-register or get additional information via Email to 
testing(@)w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their license MUST 
bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be attached to their 
FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the FARC 
application (usually the last page of the Newsletter), if you have not 
already done so, for a free Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Once the form is 
completed, bring to the next club meeting, or please scan and email to 
me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd Monday at the Red 
Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building. You 
are Encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to accommodate walk-
ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging upgrade 
candidates to bring a copy of their license to exam sessions.  Effective 
July 1, 2016, upgrade candidates forgetting copies of their license, will 
be dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next month’s 
exam session.  A copy of your license must accompany the application 
to the FCC. Any missing copies unfortunately delays the entire license 
process for all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if you have 
one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms (CSCE’s 
- if any).

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of 
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, 
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain 
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a 
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red 
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board 
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant 
soon to be determined].  This is where most of the club’s 
business is conducted and all attending members have a 
vote.  All club members are strongly encouraged to 
attend the business meeting.  For more information 
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, 
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit 
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2017 are:

President:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Vice-President:  Geoff Rudy,KK4MOV

Secretary:  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  Open
Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK

House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2016-2017, All Rights Reserved, 
by Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 
unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the 
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards 
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter 
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam 
bots.  Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western 
Civilization.  Either that or the spork.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

For those who took exams in 
June allow me to offer all of you a 
hearty congratulations on your 
n e w  A m a t e u r 
Licenses/Upgrades.  I look 
forward to chatting with you on 
the air:



How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Don, WS4NC

1. Go to: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4.  Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on  "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file for printing or 
saving.

FARC Newsletter Page 3

Upcoming Programs
Geoff,  KK4MOV

FARC VP

The next FARC general meeting will be on July 10 at the Red 
Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  This month the program 
will be by me and will be on Scouting and ham radio.

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second Monday 
night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the 
meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:55 PM this month!).   FCC 
testing is usually available, please preregister at info <at> 
w4nc <dot> com.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:00 
PM.  

The FARC Business Meeting is on the Third Monday of the 
month at a restaurant.  Sadly our usual haunt, Hams closed 
two months ago - we are still looking for a replacement, an 
email will go out in the next week announcing where.  The 
meeting starts around 7:30 pm.  (We usually arrive a little 
earlier and order dinner.)  All are welcome.

Forsyth County 
ARES

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC
Forsyth County EC

Really great Field Day.  As Safety 
Officer I thank everyone for not 
getting hurt!  I am sure you saw 
the write-up  in the Winston Salem 
Journal however you may not be 

aware that the Winston Salem / Forsyth County Emergency 
Management put photos of Field day on their Facebook page 
and on the Forsyth Ready.org page they have photos and our 
description of ARES that I provided them. 
 

New FARC web page

Terry, AK4D, and Jim, KV4SJ, have done a stupendous job 
redoing our web site, and it keeps getting better.  Go check it 
out:    Especially check out the page on other www.w4nc.com
clubs - loads of ham radio stuff going on in NC.

July, 2017

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for 
FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile 
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to 
FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon 
Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs 
you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) 
organizations through this program.  Thanks to Raja, 
KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com

http://www.readyforsyth.org/   
 
And while I have your attention:  It has been a while since 
members have been asked to update their contact information, 
equipment capabilities and training documents (if any). 
 
Please complete the attached form (see next to last page) and 
return it either via email or in person at the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club meeting.  Additionally if you have not previously 
submitted training documents for IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-
800 and SkyWarn please do so in your response.
 
NOTE: Only those personnel desiring to work in the EOC or 
Command Post communicator positions need to have the 
above listed training.  You can still be a part of ARES response 
efforts in the field. 

http://www.w4nc.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
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ARRL to Sponsor 2017 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season Webinar

From ARRL

The ARRL will sponsor a 2017 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season Webinar on Monday, July 17, at 8 PM ET 
(0000 UTC on Tuesday, July 18). The approximately 
90-minute session will address the role of Amateur 
Radio during the 2017 Hurricane Season. Anyone 
interested in hurricane preparedness and response 
is invited to take part in this online presentation.

Topics will include a meteorological overview of the 
current season from the Canadian Hurricane 
Centre; Amateur Radio station WX4NHC at the 
National Hurricane Center: Who We Are and What 
We Do; ARRL Media and Public Relations; the 
Hurricane Watch Net (HWN); the VoIP Hurricane 
Net, Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio 
Network (SATERN), and ARRL coordination and 
interface.

Webinar registration is free and open to all, but this 
session should be of particular interest to radio 
amateurs in hurricane-prone areas. The webinar will 
conclude with a question-and-answer session. For 
more information, contact ARRL Emergency 
Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, KI1U.

A R I S S 
Commemorative 
SSTV Activity 

From ARRL

Planned for Mid-July: To 
commemorate its 20th 
anniversary, ARISS is 
planning to transmit a set 
o f  1 2  s l o w - s c a n 
t e l e v i s i o n  ( S S T V ) 
images that capture the accomplishments of 
ARISS over the years. SSTV transmissions from 
the International Space Station will take place on 
145.800 MHz FM around the July 15-16 weekend. 

"We are planning for at least a 2-day operation, but 
are working for a potentially longer operation," 
ARISS International Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, 
said in an announcement on the ARISS blog page. 
"Note that all of this is tentative and may change, 
based on crew scheduling and ISS operations." 

The ARISS announcement pointed to the 
organization's milestones and accomplishments 
over the past 20+ years, from its first meeting in 
November 1996, to joint operations on the Russian 
Mir space station, becoming the first operational 
ISS payload in November 2000, and completing 
more than 1,100 school and group contacts. "We 
have touched the lives of many and inspired and 
educated countless students to pursue science, 
technology, engineering, and math careers," 
Bauer asserted. -- Thanks to Frank Bauer, 
KA3HDO
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From Friday morning we never 
had fewer than about 20 people 
on site, even overnight - except 
for from Friday around 5PM until 
Saturday morning.  We do need 
to do a better job with our sign-in 
sheet, not everyone signed in.  
Maybe next year put it right where 
it must be seen as you walk in, 
maybe on a podium.   

We were especially thrilled to have Dr. Jim N4ZZ ARRL 
Roanoke Director and Charlie, AE4UX, came out from the 
ARRL.  And to Karl Bowman, W4CHX, ARRL NC Section 
Manager .

Thanks to those who are new to Field Day and hope to see you 
again next year!

73 and thanks much, 
Dav,e KC4X

FD, Continued from Page 1
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Field Day! June 24-25
More pictures!

Field Day is ham radio's open 
house. Every June, more than 
40,000 hams throughout North 
America set up temporary 
transmitting stations in public 
places to demonstrate ham 
radio's science, skill and 
service to our communities 
and our nation. It combines 
public service, emergency 
preparedness, community 

outreach, and technical skills all in a single event. Field Day 
has been an annual event since 1933, and remains the most 
popular event in ham radio.

Field Day is always the fourth full weekend of June, beginning 
at 1800 UTC Saturday and running through 2059 UTC Sunday. 
Field Day 2017 is June 24-25.

For FARC this is a big event - we take over a big part of Hobby 
Park on Clemmonsville Road and we will be active from 9 AM 
Saturday (on the air at 2 PM) and we will still be there (but 
cleaning up) at 2 PM on Sunday.  Dinner will be provided by the 
Club and will be served around 6:00 PM.  This year we are 
having Cliff’s BBQ cater (with help from House Chairman, 
Steve Patterson,WA3RTC).  Some of us will be out on Friday to 

prep the site.

Objective:  To work as many stations as possible on any and all 
amateur bands (excluding the 60, 30, 17, and 12-meter bands) 
and to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than 
optimal conditions. Field Day is open to all amateurs in the 
areas covered by the ARRL/RAC Field Organizations and 
countries within IARU Region 2. DX stations residing in other 
regions may be contacted for credit, but are not eligible to 
submit entries.

Please plan on attending the FARC meeting on June 12 as 

#

You did
WHAT?!!
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Help!  Early FARC Records
by Don, WS4NC

Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old 
history of FARC as I can find.  The club was originally called the 
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the 
early records were lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.   
If you have any early records of FARC we would appreciate 
either the donation of those or at least the opportunity to copy 
them.  Sadly the first thing a family throws out after a ham dies 
is the paper work - I’ve been told directly by one family that “that 
was just old ham radio papers and work papers - no one is 
interested in that trash.” Well, I for one am very interested in 
that trash.

And then the storm came!  Top right:  We have 
fairly well protected everything - but it was as 
dark as the inside of your hat.  Bottom Left:  
Dave, W4OIL, was enjoying the nice dark quiet 
until there was a big flash.  Hey, it was just the 
camera flash.  The area at the entrance to the 
shelter was flooded.  But all the antenna held up 
and no real damage done - except a couple of 
hours that we were shut down.  Everything was 
properly grounded.  More pictures on the 
following pages.



Above - We are so happy that Councilman Dan 
Besse comes out to see us every year.  Left - 
Front page baby!.  Bottom Left:  Even caught 
the Winston-Salem Journal photographer in 
the act!  Thanks man.  Below is the FARC 
banner that was hidden behind a lake (from the 
rain) when Jim, N2ZZ was here. 
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2017
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LOOK UP!

Summer is here and lots of antennas get put up at this time of 
year.  Don’t forget to look up and avoid power lines.  Make 
sure that ladders are secure before climbing.  Don’t work 
without a helper.  Hard hats are a great idea (especially for the 
ground crew!).  If you are lucky enough to have a tower you 
should be smart enough to have a multi-point harness.  One 
of the biggest ways people are hurt in tower installation is not 
using a proper gin pole to erect tower sections. Plan all your 
work in advance and constantly ask yourself - is this safe?
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests, 
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging 
across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a 
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this a 
more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

TRIAD AREA AND NEARBY EVENTS:

Jul 8 High Point VE Session (Hinshaw United Methodist Church, 
Greensboro)

July 8: Firecracker Hamfest, Rowan Amateur Radio Society, 
Salisbury,
NC, http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/

Jul 10 Forsyth Amateur Radio Club General Meeting, 7:30 PM, 
Red Cross Building, Coliseum Drive, FCC Testing at 6:20PM

Jul 10 Winston-Salem VE Session (FCC Testing), 6:20 PM, Red 
Cross Building, Coliseum Drive

Jul 17 FARC Board Meeting, Location TBD

July 15: Mid-Summer SWAPFEST, Cary Amateur Radio Club, 
Cary, NC,
http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/

July 29: WCARS Hamfest, Western Carolina Amateur Radio 
Society,
Waynesville, NC, http://wcars.org/

Jul 29 High Point VE Session (Red Cross Building, High Point)

August 5: 20th Annual Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell 
Amateur Radio Association, Morganton, NC, 
http://www.cvhamfest.com

August 5:  W4CA Roanoke Hamfest,  Vinton, VA, Roanoke Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, 
http://w4ca.com  

August 6:  67th Annual Berryville Hamfest,  Berryville, VA, 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club, 
http://www.shenvalarc.org/hamfest,

August 12: 19th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society 
Swapfest, Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC, 
http://www.cfarsnc.org

Aug 12 Greensboro VE Session (Hinshaw United Methodist 
Church, Greensboro)

August 12:  Tri-State ARA Ham Fest,  Huntington, WV, Tri-State 
Amateur Radio Association,  http://www.orgsites.com/wv/taraclub/

Aug 14 Forsyth Amateur Radio Club General Meeting, 7:30 PM, 
Red Cross Building, Coliseum Drive, FCC Testing at 6:20PM

Aug 14 Winston-Salem VE Session (FCC Testing), 6:20 PM, Red 
Cross Building, Coliseum Drive

August 18:  West Virginia State Convention,  Weston, WV, West 
Virginia State Amateur Radio Council,  http://qsl.net/wvsarc/

Aug 21 FARC Board Meeting, Location TBD

August 23:  Coal Country ARC Hamfest,  Madison, WV,  Coal 
Country Amateur Radio Club, http://www.wv8ccc.org/?page_id=118

Aug 26 High Point VE Session (Red Cross Building, High Point)

Aug 28 Greensboro Amateur Radio Association General 
Meeting (Cooper’s Ale House in Salon “B”, Greensboro)

September 1-3, 2017: 61st Annual Shelby Hamfest/ARRL North 
Carolina State Convention, Shelby Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, 
NC, http://www.shelbyhamfest.org

Sep 9 High Point VE Session (Hinshaw United Methodist Church, 
Greensboro)

Sep 9:  Virginia Section Convention (Virginia Beach Hamfest),  
Virginia Beach, VA, Tidewater Radio Conventions,   
http://vbhamfest.com

Sep 11 Forsyth Amateur Radio Club General Meeting, 7:30 PM, 
Red Cross Building, Coliseum Drive, FCC Testing at 6:20PM

Sep 11 Winston-Salem VE Session (FCC Testing), 6:20 PM, Red 
Cross Building, Coliseum Drive

Sep 18 FARC Board Meeting, Location TBD

Sep 25 Greensboro Amateur Radio Association General 
Meeting (Cooper’s Ale House in Salon “B”, Greensboro)

Sep 30 High Point VE Session (Red Cross Building, High Point)

October 10:  South Carolina Section Convention, Rock Hill, SC, 
York County Amateur Radio Society (YCARS), http://www.ycars.org

August 14:  Parkersburg/Wood County Hamfest, Mineral Wells, 
WV, Wood County Emergency Communictions, http://wc8ec.org

November 11:  Beachfest 2017, Conway, SC, Grand Strand 
Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w4gs.org

Feb 3, 2018: South Carolina State Convention (Charleston 
Hamfest), North Charleston, SC,  Charleston Amateur Radio 
Society, http://wa4usn.org

March 31, 2018:  North Carolina State Convention (Raleigh 
Hamfest), Raleigh, NC, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
http://rars.org/hamfest

SPECIAL EVENTS

July 19-28  The Boy Scout National Jamboree is coming 
July 19-28.  The Jamboree takes place about once every 
four years. Operating from there will be K2BSA, the flagship 
station of the Boy Scouts of America.  For more information, 
go to: www.k2bsa.net

August 3-6: 20th Anniversary Catawba Valley Hamfest, 
2300Z-2100Z, W4R, Morganton, NC. Catawba Valley 
Hamfest Association. 28.400 14.250 7.200 3.840. QSL. Tom 
Land, 4515 Diamond St, Hudson, NC 28638. Some CW in 
the Novice/Tech portions of each band. Possibly some digital 
and SSTV too.  May operate on VHF frequencies also, CW 
and Voice. www.cvhamfest.com
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NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see  for more up-to-date www.w4nc.com
information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and December.  
See the website for details.  Locations varies.  ALL members and guests are 
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. 
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.   
The next Chapter 126 meeting will be held on Saturday, March 18, 2017 at 
McCall’s BBQ & Seafood Restaurant in Clayton, NC, 10365 US 70 Hwy West, 
tel.  919.550.3877.   All MEMBERS and GUESTS with their ham badges are 
welcome. This is our EASTERN MOST meeting location for the year so we 
hope many of you will join us.  Directions: From the west on I-40 get off at Exit 
306 and merge onto highway 70E and go about 7.3 miles east on 70.  The 
restaurant is .1 miles past Advance Auto.  Both are on the right side of the road.  
After the meeting, those going back West should exit through the restaurant 
rear parking lot to access a road that will put you at a traffic light at Hwy 70 to 
turn left and return west.   When:  Plan to arrive at 10:30 AM to socialize, dinner 
at 11:00 AM then business and program at about 11:45 PM.  Board members 
are requested to arrive at 10:00 AM. NOTE: this is One Hour earlier than usual 
due to scheduling the use of the restaurant.   Program:  The program will be a 
presentation by Tom Lewis, N4TL on his CW Trainer Construction Project and 
writing his award winning article for QST Magazine. Anniversary Certificates 
will also be presented.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association:  Meets for Dinner (optional) at 
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at 
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each 
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club:  This may not be 
accurate.  Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active, 
but basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.  
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?”  Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last 
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T 
Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this 
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a 
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at> 
yahoo <dot> com

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at the 
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on 
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011 
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The 
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.  
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building 
on Coliseum Drive.  FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a 
program on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue 
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00 
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner” 
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. 
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or 
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open 
to all FARC members and interested visitors.  We meet at Hams Restaurant 
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's 
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 
7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and 
the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West 
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville: Breakfast 
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 
1 0 3  S e d g e h i l l  D r i v e  ( m a p  i t ) .  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s e e :  
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http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS 
http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually meets in Cary.  
MARCH, 2017 The KnightLites March QRPig-Out will be held at the 
Golden Corral off Wendover Ave & I-40 (4404 Landview Dr.) on Thursday, 
March 17th ~6:30 PM.  Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting 
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held 
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise 
announced.  http://galaxbarc.tripod.com

How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Don, WS4NC

[I think this is out of date - if you have more information I would like to 
know it.  The FCC changes their web page so often that it is almost 
impossible to keep up.]

1. Go to: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4.  Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on  "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file for printing or 
saving.

http://www.w4nc.com
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
General Club Meeting -  12 June 2017

by  Terry Brown, AK4D
Former Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

Subing for Jim Register, FARC Secretary

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 12 June 2017 meeting of 
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red Cross Building, 690 
Coliseum Drive, was called to order by President David Shoaf, 
KC4X, at 1930 hours. David welcomed all attendees, 
approximately 38, for coming out this evening, and invited each 
to introduce themselves. 

2. Treasurers Report:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE, FARC 
Treasurer could not attend the meeting, but David Shoaf-KC4X 
reported the current club bank balance of $ 4159.22.  This 
amount did not include some food expenses for the upcoming 
Field Day.  Also, David reported that the recent Hamfest 
grossed approximately $700 and thanked the Vagabonds for 
their donation of $125 to the club.  After room rent and other 
expenses, a net amount of approximately $575 from the 
Hamfest was realized.  

3. Business Meeting Change of Location:  David Shoaf-KC4X 
reminded attendees of the business meeting next Monday 
night-19 June. He announced that the normal meeting place, 
Ham's Restaurant at Thruway Shopping Center,  for the 
business meeting had closed.  The upcoming business 
meeting on 19 June would be held at “The Sherwood”  
restaurant at Sherwood Plaza Shopping Center located at 
3348 Robinhood Road in Winston-Salem.  Meeting attendees 
will gather about 6:30 to eat and the business meeting will start 
at 7:30.

4. ARES Report:

     a.  Pilot Mountain Charity Ride:  ARES Coordinator Harlan 
Cobert-W1HRC, gave a summary of the Pilot Mountain Charity 
Ride held on 28 May.  Harlan reported event coordinators were 
exceptionally pleased with the help and assistance that FARC 
amateur radio operators provided.  He also reported that the 
event will be held again next year and our help was needed 
again.  He then presented to the club a $250 donation check 
from the event coordinators thanking us for our help.

     b.  Tour to Tanglewood:  Harlan reminded everyone about 
the 16-17 September Tour to Tanglewood event and the need 
for club volunteers for this event.  He stated that he would be 
talking about this more and the number of amateur radio 
operators needed as the date of this event got closer.

     c.  Changes to ARES Net:  Harlan told of a change to the 
Thursday night ARES net.  For check-in, participants would 
only have to give their callsign after calling “net control” and 
then making sure they were not doubling with another person 
trying to check-in.  He said this should dramatically speed up 
the check in process.   He stated that this procedure is very 
similar to actual emergency operation's check-in process.     

     d.  State Bill Concerns:  Finally, Harlan reminded meeting 
attendees of bills being considered in the North Carolina 
General Assembly concerning distracted driving.  The bills, if 
enacted, would prohibit driver cell phone use and other 

distractions.  He requested that club members contact their 
elected State representatives and request that vehicle use of 
amateur radio be excluded from the prohibitions.  A major 
concern if the legislation is enacted and put into law are the 
impacts to ARES volunteers in SAG wagons in events like the 
Tour to Tanglewood.   Harlan stated that similar laws that have 
been enacted in some states have had to have follow-up bills 
specifically excluding Amateur Radio operation from being 
prohibited.
 
5.   VE Report:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL thanked the eight VE's 
that helped with the test session prior to the meeting.  Four 
persons took advantage of the VE test session resulting in 
three upgrading to a General license (Ralph D. Kudart-
KD7OVA, Martin T.Boles-KN4DCP and James D. Cole-
KM4QPR) and one to Extra (Edward D. Walbroehl-KE4ZFT).   
Congratulations to all.

6.   Tech/Repeater Report:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL reported 
that all repeaters were working, but that the 146.64 repeater 
was still hit occasionally by a rogue pager at Baptist Hospital.  
This was still being investigated and solutions evaluated to 
solve the issue.  Dale mentioned that some repairs to all 
repeaters would be done this summer.

7. Field Day Planning: Daryl Knight-N5WK, Field Day 
coordinator, reported on the current plans, status and needs for 
Field Day and then led discussion on the following items.

     a.  General Schedule: 

        1.  Friday-23 June:  Meet at 9am at Hobby Park.  Antenna 
support ropes and lines will be put in trees and antennas would 
be setup.  Additionally, coax lines may be run from antennas to 
the operational shelter if grass in the area does not need 
mowing.  

        2.  Saturday-24 June:    The traditional Field Day 
Saturday breakfast meeting at 8 am will again be at Jimmy the 
Greek Restaurant near the Red Cross Building.  About 9am, 
there will be a need for folks to be at the Red Cross to move 
equipment to Hobby Park and to put the equipment into place.  
Field Day operation will begin at 2pm.  Dinner is planned for 
6pm.

        3.  Sunday-25 June:   Field Day operation will continue 
through 4:59 pm Sunday.  After that time, antennas will be 
taken down and rolled up, support lines in trees removed, coax 
rolled up, and all equipment will be reorganized and boxed.  All 
club items will then be put into vehicles and moved back to the 
FARC shack in the Red Cross building.

     b.  Specifics:  

          1.  Safety Officer:  Harlan Cobert-W1HRC, will be safety 
officer.  Harold Richardson-N4HER stated there will be two fire 
extinguishers for use if needed.

          2.  Get On The Air (GOTA) Station:  Daryl Knight-N5WK  
explained what the GOTA station is.  Discussion was held on 
the need for GOTA operators and coaches.  Geoff Rudy-
KK4MOV stated he was unsure how many scouts would be at 
Field Day this year due to the annual scouting event at Camp 
Raven Knob held at the same dates as Field Day.  Geoff will 



bring the scout HF radio and its power supply for use at Field 
Day.  He will also bring a G5RV antenna for use if needed again 
this year.  The best band to use for the GOTA station was 
discussed and is 40m.    GOTA operators will make contacts 
and log contacts.  Geoff also explained that GOTA coaches 
cannot make contacts nor log contacts, but are there to “coach” 
operators and loggers in proper techniques.   Doc Holliday-
WB4QIZ reported that the call-sign for the GOTA station will be 
W4S and that he had contacted the Salvation Army for any of 
their youth volunteers that could be GOTA station operators.

          3.  Media:  Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ reported that media 
coverage on newspapers, television including WXII and 
Facebook has been done.  He also reported that the Salvation 
Army and an elected official (possibly Winston-Salem city 
council member contacted by Henry Heidtmann-W4DZO) are 
supposed to attend Field Day.   Photos will be needed to show 
evidence of visits from dignitaries, setups, and of operators.  

          4.  FARC Field Day Category and Scheduling Operators:  
Daryl Knight-N5WK  stated that FARC will be classified as 9A, 
ie, nine operating stations excluding VHF/UHF and GOTA 
station which are not counted in the total number of stations.  
CW, SSB and Digital operational modes will be used.  Daryl 
emphasized the need for new operators at Field Day, for new 
operators to join in the fun and not be intimidated.  He passed a 
sign-up scheduling sheet around the room for operators to sign 
up for an operational mode and time.  

          5.  Radios:  Daryl Knight-N5WK  stated that some club 
members who have brought radios in the past may not be at 
Field Day this year.  He requested that anyone considering 
bringing their own radio consult with him first.  

          6.  Antenna Trailer:  Harold Richardson-N4HER updated 
everyone on the club's antenna trailer.  He stated that the tires 
on the trailer had been replaced and the jacks repaired and that 
the trailer was ready to go.  Lock keys had been redone and 
should work.  Bee spray may be needed for any nests found on 
the trailer.  Harlan Cobert-W1HRC will bring the trailer over to 
Hobby Park.  

          7.  Coax Discussion:  Labels will be placed on coaxes as 
they are being placed on Friday showing band and location 
used for quicker use in next year's Field Day.  Run all coaxes 
for SSB use into one grounding panel and for CW use into a 
second grounding panel to prevent interference.  A coaxes will 
be run behind building.  Harold Richardson-N4HER will clean 
and bring barrel connectors for coax connections and will also 
bring tape to keep moisture out of coax connections.  

          8.  Logging:  Discussion was held on laptops that will be 
needed for logging and Daryl Knight-N5WK will try to do an 
inventory of club laptops and laptops brought in by club 
members.  The predominant logging program will be WriteLog.  
Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO will have installation code if 
needed.  Jim Adkins-W4UX will be using N1MM.   The needed 
end item will be the Cabrillo file from any logging program. 

          9.  Generators:  Harold Richardson-N4HER will get 
gasoline for the generators and will bring a pump for refilling 
generators safely.  Pallets will be need to hold generators off 
the ground.
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         10.  HF Bands To Be Used:  HF bands to be used will be 
10, 15, 20, 40 and 80 meters.    Jim Adkins-W4UX stated that 
the “money” bands will be 20 and 40 meters, then 80 meters 
CW and SSB.  Hope was expressed that 10m will not be as 
inactive as it was last year.

         11.  6M, VHF and Satellite Operation:  6M, 2M and 
satellite operations are not counted as part of the FARC 9A 
operational designation.  Harold Richardson-N4HER stated 
that a 2-M beam and J-Pole will be put up on a push-up beam to 
about 30 feet for hourly contacts.  It was agreed that little 
success had been had in previous Field Day's with satellite 
contact operations with success only in about one out of fifteen 
Field Day events.   Mason Matrazzo-KM4SII asked about 6-M 
operation.

         12.  Radiograms:  Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT will handle 
radiograms.

         13.  Food:  Steve Patterson-WA3RTC updated everyone 
on the 6pm Saturday dinner.  The dinner will be BBQ, slaw, 
rolls, baked beans and banana pudding.  Steve will make the 
banana pudding.  Water and sodas will be available for 
drinking.  He requested that he be notified of any special food 
needs.  Additionally, Steve requested that large ice chests be 
brought to Field Day and he will get those filled with ice. 

         14.  Miscellaneous Comments:  David Shoaf-KC4X 
stated the need for folks to bring drop cords and power strips.  
He also recommended that anything that club members bring 
be clearly labeled with their name and call-sign.  David will also 
put on each station a typical QSO statement.    The status of 
the large fan was to be investigated and brought to Field Day if 
found and operational.

8.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made and seconded by several attendees.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 2032 hours.

9.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below are the names of 
FARC member attendees.  

David Shoaf-KC4X, Steve Patterson-WA3RTC, Michael Pope-
K4OLD, Ron Gregoire-W4UDB, Harlan Cobert-W1HRC, Jerry 
Minor-K4GW, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Don Edwards-
WS4NC, Ken Melvin-KM4NFQ, Cathy Melvin-KM4OCS, 
Mason Matrazzo-KM4SII, Chris Rodie-KW4VK, Sam 
Poindexter-NI4TG, Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ, Rick Batte-N4MBI, 
David Ramsey-W4OIL, John Kippe-K1PPE, Van Key-
KC4WSK, Alberto Lorenzo-KK4TUW, Ron Adkins-KM4WPN, 
Daryl Knight-N5WK, Jason Powell-KX4CS, Dale Mierisch-
WB9SZL, Jim Adkins-W4UX, Brian Kuebert-N4UEZ, Terry 
Brown-AK4D, Bob McClellan-W3AVB, Mary McClellan-
KM4WPO, Jim Bielski-KJ4FIN, Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, 
Colvin Baily, Ed Walbroehl-KE4ZFT, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, 
Jim Cole-KM4QPR, Jeff Stafford-AC4YN, Joshua Vogel-
KD0PQQ, Robert Gusek-NC4RG, Andrew Gusek-NC4AG, 
and Don Edwards-WS4NC.



Jamboree on the Air Marks 60 
Years this Fall

"60 Years Connecting Scouts" is the 
theme for the Boy Scouts' 2017 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), set for 
October 20-22. JOTA Coordinator Jim 
Wilson, K5ND, said the theme 
"recognizes the start of the event in 
1957 and commemorates its growth in 

Various News From ARRL

OUR SUN’S 11-YEAR MAGNETIC CYCLE DESTINED TO 
DISAPPEAR – The Sun’s 11-year magnetic cycle appears to 
be ending, but that won’t happen anytime soon.  For further 
information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/our-sun-s-11-year-magnetic-cycle-
destined-to-disappear
(source: ARRL website)

HAMVENTION IMPROVEMENTS ALREADY IN THE WORKS 
FOR 2018! 

Even before Hamvention® 2017 had wound down at its new 
Xenia, Ohio, location, plans were on the drawing board to 
enhance next year’s show.  For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/hamvention-improvements-already-
in-the-works-for-2018
 (source: ARRL website)

participation and in the expanding communication channels 
that are activated on the third weekend in October." The official 
JOTA patch will be available by July 19. The JOTA-JOTI 
(Jamboree on the Internet) patch is available now.

Wilson said JOTA's "communication channels" now include 
Amateur Radio on the air and via internet-based channels, as 
well as many other internet-based options, including social 
media, ScoutLink and IRC chat services, Skype, and more. "It 
also recognizes the goal of the event -- connecting Scouts so 
that they can engage in conversations with other Scouts 
across town and around the world," Wilson said. "This allows 
them to discover geographic and cultural differences and 
similarities. Plus, they are exposed to the technology that 
makes all this happen." The World JOTA-JOTI Team said it 
would announce "a number of weekend activities supporting 
the 2017 theme."

JOTA participation last October was up from 2015's numbers. 
According to the final JOTA report, 10,761 Scouts took part -- 
an increase of more than 50% from a year earlier -- and the 
number of stations filing reports, at 267, jumped by 28% from 
2015 (the record was 271 in 2013). The number of Amateur 
Radio operators was up by 14% to 1,120, although the number 
of radios reported in use dropped by 25% to 631. Total JOTA 
2016 contacts remained flat at 8,254. -- Thanks to JOTA 
Coordinator Jim Wilson, K5ND

CHINA LAUNCHES SATELLITES CARRYING AMATEUR 
RADIO TRANSPONDERS 

China's CAMSAT has announced that two Amateur Radio 
payloads piggybacked on the optical remote-sensing 
microsatellites OVS-1A and OVS-1B were launched on June 
15 from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center.  For further 
information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/china-launches-satellites-carrying-
amateur-radio-transponders
 (sources: Alan Kung BA1DU/CAMSAT, ARRL website)

FEDERAL REGISTER PUBLISHES NEW MF/LF RULES, 
BUT OPERATION IS NOT YET
LEGAL

The FCC Report and Order (R&O) spelling out operational 
rules to allow secondary Amateur Radio access to 630 meters 
and 2,200 meters now has appeared in the Federal Register, 
but radio amateurs still may not access the new bands.  For 
further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/federal-register-publishes-new-mf-
lf-rules-but-operation-is-not-yet-legal
 (source: ARRL website)

H A M V E N T I O N  R E P O R T S  S E C O N D - L A R G E S T 
ATTENDANCE EVER FOR 2017 SHOW 

The tally is in, and Hamvention® 2017, at its new venue in 
Xenia, Ohio, attracted 29,296 attendees, official spokesperson 
Mike Kalter, W8CI, told ARRL. That is the second-largest 
reported attendance in the history of the event.  For further 
information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/hamvention-reports-second-largest-
attendance-ever-for-2017-show
 (source: ARRL website)
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Minutes of the Board of Directors of the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club - 19 June 2017

by  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of Directors 
Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, was held on 
Monday, 19 June 2017 at The Sherwood Restaurant, 3348 
Robinhood Road, Winston Salem.  The meeting was called to 
order by FARC President David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1931 hours.  
He welcomed all meeting attendees. 

2.  Meeting Attendees:  The 19 meeting attendees were Jerry 
Minor-K4GW, Jim Mansfield WA4NOT, Jim Register-KV4SJ, 
Michael Pope-K4OLD, David Shoaf-KC4X, John Kippe-
K1PPE, Kent Englebert-K4HKE, Jim Atkins-W4UX, Jeff 
Stafford-AC4YN, Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL, Steven Mierisch-
KG4JWU, Sam Poindexter-NI4TG, Terry Brown-AK4D, Steve 
Patterson-WA3RTC, Don Edwards-WS4NC, Harold 
Richardson-N4HER, Daryl Knight-N5WK, Doc Holliday-
WB4QIZ, Harlan Cobert-W1HRC.

3. Field Day: Daryl Knight, N5WK, opened discussion for Field 
Day.
· Operating stations: We seem to be in good shape for 
radios and laptops.
· Operators: CW operators are a bit thin and we could 
use a few more to provide relief.
· Daryl Knight, N5WK, will check Thursday afternoon to 
verify that Hobby Park has been mowed. 
· Solar panels charging batteries to run 
· Ground Rods: Kent Englebert, K4HKE, will check on 
the possibility of us getting demolition hammer for driving 
ground rods.
· Catering: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC discussed the 
catering arrangements, bottled water, serving utensils etc. He 
wrangled a volunteer to help with transport for coolers, ice etc.
· General discussion items: Volunteers for bringing the 
club generator, antenna trailer, pallets and ethanol-free gas for 
generators, fans for cooling the operators, etc. GOTA station, 
possibility of satellite QSOs. Also discussed were supplies of 
hand sanitizer, black tape, ground rods. Harold has the canopy 
for the generators.

4. Discussion of alternate meeting places:
· 66 Pizza
· River Ridge Taphouse
· Mayberry's on Miller Street
· O'Charlie's
· 2520 in Clemmons
· Omega House
· Mi Pueblo on Stratford

5. Reynolda House QSL cards were discussed. Terry will leave 
the event up on the website for another month and then take it 
down. 

6.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made, seconded and meeting was adjourned at 2002 
hours.
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Biggest 741 Op Amp EVER!
by Don, WS4NC

There is a project group that meets at Miller Park Recreation 
Center on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  The group is chaired 
by Steve Patterson, WA3RTC and is open to all who have 
interests in doing various electronic projects.  Attendance 
varies from junior high students to retirees and the topic varies 
from month to month.

On a recent visit I saw a big circuit board on the table that 
screamed 741.  I immediately thought of the classic 741 op-
amp.  Well, dah!  It is a copy of the classic 741 op amp made 
from discrete transistors, 2N3904 and 2N3906s.  Ken, 
KN4NFQ, brought it for “Show-&-Tell”.  

Ken tells me that the 741 op-amp and a simliar 555 timer are 
available from http://www.evilmadscientist.com/2013/555-kit/ 
and http://wiki.evilmadscientist.com/555 . They are sold as 
kits.  The “pins” are so big I didn’t recognize that is what they 
were.  Ken advises that they work just like their much smaller 8-
pin DIP cousins.

Ken has connected up the 555 to a standard astable circuit and 
has it running in the photograph on the next page.  Looks like 
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some fun stuff.  Both the 741 and the 555 are classic circuits in 
the analog toolbox and knowledge of them goes a long way.  
The early analog design engineers who came up with these 
circuits are some of my personal heros.  These are circuits we 
take for granted today but in the 1950s through the 1970s and 
later, if you wanted a circuit that perfomred many of these 
functions you had to roll your own.  And that is much harder than 
it seems.

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to all who contributed to this month’s Newsletter.  June 
is always a busy month.  I really don’t know how Harold did all 
the antennas this year - it wiped me out going up and down the 
hills.  And I’ve always said that Gene, WB4MSG, can outwork 5 
people.  I’m sorry, I was wrong.  We had about 20+ people 
doing on Friday, and then again Saturday morning, what Gene 
has done from about 8 to 2 PM on Saturday before.  It took way 
more than 5 people.  Closer to 25 people.

I was so happy that we had so many visitors this year.  We are 
always happy to have Karl, ARRL NC Section Coordinator.  
This year we also had Charlie, AU4UX and Dr. Jim Bohner, 
N2ZZ, Roanoke Division Director visit us as well.  Of course 
they came right in the middle of the storm that did its best to 
blow us away - but everything held up but a few tarps.  And it is 
always great to have Councilman Dan Besse visit us at Field 
Day.  And so many new hams.

And yes, we had a hamfest - I have lots of photos from that but 
I’m putting those off until either next month or December.  
December because that will be just before the next hamfest.

I’m always looking for any old records that relate to FARC or 
hams who were in Forsyth and surrounding counties. I have 
some more stuff coming up in future Newsletters on past NC 
history.

Congrats to all our new hams - lots of new FCC exams being 
given.   New hams and old - Please fill out the ARES form on the 
next page and get it back to Harlan, the Forsyth County 
Emergency Co-ordinator.  And the FARC membership form - 
we are happy to give anyone who takes a test membership for 
that year.  

73, diddle-de-dah-de-Don
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