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FARC MEETING - SEPTEMBER 11, 
2017

Our general membership meeting of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club will be Monday night at the Red Cross Building on 
Coliseum Drive.  The meeting starts at 7:30 but plan on arriving 
early to get a good seat.  This month the meeting program will 
be by Harold, N4HER.  The September program we will build a 
portable 2 meter beam used for tracking down interference, 
hidden transmitter hunting and Fox Hunting.  All material will be 
provided and the antenna is yours to keep.  If you have a HT 
and an antenna adapter to fit a BNC connector bring it.  Also a 
#2 philips screwdriver would be helpful.  If you can program a 
channel on your HT for 146.565 MHz do so or bring your 
programing cable.  Harold will have programing cables for 
Wouxum  and Baofeng radios. This promises to be an very 
enjoyable program. FCC exams will be held and preregistration 
is required at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  Exams begin at 6:20 
PM.  The business meeting will be held on the 3rd Monday at 
66 Pizza on Stratfod Road (just past Village Tavern) on 
Stratford Road this month.  

DECEMBER MEETING
We have a new location!

This year our December Dinner Meeting will be on 
the SECOND Monday of December at Mi Pueblo.  
We have the entire front meeting room and it is larger 
than to older room at River Rdige Tap House.  We 
will meet starting at 6:00 PM and we plan to eat 
dinner around 6:30.  Bring the family.

More on Page 7

Help Needed on NC Senate 
Bill 364 and NC House Bill 
831 - The Brian Garlock Act

Both bills will ban the use any communiation 
device while operating a motor vehicle in North 
Carolina and will have a negative impact on the 
ab i l i t y  o f  amateur  rad io  ope ra tors  t o 
communicate during emergency operations and 
in assisting in public events such as the Tour to 
Tanglewood. Letters are needed to be sent to 
your local North Carolina State Senate and 
House leaders and to Governor Cooper asking 
for amateur radio operators to be exempt from 
the final bill signed by the Governor. Several 
states have passed similar bills and later have 
passed a revised bill exempting amateur radio 
operators from the prohibition. Sample letters to 
both Senate and House leaders can be 
downloaded below in both text and MS Word doc 
format from the Legislative Info link on the W4NC 
website. A suitable letter to Governor Cooper can 
be created with only a few minor changes to 
either letter. 

Congratulations to Charlie 
Kluttz, W4TMR

by Don, WS4NC

Charlie had an article in September 2017 QST:  “The 
Flag on Ground (FoG) Antenna.”  If you operate 160 
meter but can’t tolerate the background noise, this 
small, resistively loaded receiving antenna might be 
the answer.  I have used some of Charlie’s antenna 
at WB4MSG’s and they do work and work well.

Tour-To-Tanglewood

September 16-17 is the Tour to Tanglewood event. More hams 
are needed for this event. If you can help, contact the ARES 
coordinator Harlan Cobert: ares <at> w4nc <dot> com  



 GLENNA D THOMPSON KM4PBU

If you didn’t know - you can get a free membership in 
FARC just by taking your exam at an FARC FCC test 
session and completing the FARC application form.  
This is good for your first test and any upgrades.  Mark 
the form "New Ham - TestDate” Once the form is 
completed, bring to the next club meeting, or please 
scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants 
as well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd 
Monday of every month, except December, prior to the 
FARC regular meeting.  The normal starting time is 
6:20PM  The place is the Red Cross building on 690 . 
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is 
required via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to 
test for, your phone number and email address. You 
may pre-register or get additional information via 
Email to testing(@)w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch 
WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be 
attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if 
they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the 
FARC application (usually the last page of the 
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a free 
Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
(FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Once 
the form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, 
or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of 
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, 
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain 
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a 
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red 
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board 
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant 
soon to be determined].  This is where most of the club’s 
business is conducted and all attending members have a 
vote.  All club members are strongly encouraged to 
attend the business meeting.  For more information 
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, 
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit 
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2017 are:

President:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Vice-President:  Geoff Rudy,KK4MOV

Secretary:  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  Open
Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK

House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2016-2017, All Rights Reserved, 
by Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 
unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the 
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards 
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter 
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam 
bots.  Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western 
Civilization.  Either that or the spork.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

Congratulations to last 
month’s new licensee 
upgrade:
 

Continued on next page



arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to 
next month’s exam session.  A copy of your license 
must accompany the application to the FCC. Any 
missing copies unfortunately delays the entire license 
process for all exam candidates. Bring your original 
license, if you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and 
successful completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Don, WS4NC

[I think this is out of date - if you have more information I would like to know 
it.  The FCC changes their web page so often that it is almost impossible to 
keep up.]

1. Go to: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLic
ense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4.  Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on  "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file 
for printing or saving.
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Forsyth County 
ARES
NIMS Classes coming in 
November

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

Here is the information  for the ICS 
classes required for ARES EOC 
participation.  Classes are from 
0900-1600 Saturday Nov 10 and 
Sunday Nov 11.  This will permit 
members to get the course in a quick weekend.  The course ARE 
open to the public (required) and have been sent out to CERT team 
members so our folks need to rapidly get registered as it is first 
come first served.

To register for the classes individuals must be registered in TERMS 
and can go here to register for each class.  ARES Members wishing 
to take any NC Emergency Management offered course such as 
ICS 100, 200, 700 and 800 must register for them via the NC 
Training and Exercise Management System (TERMS).  Members 
must first sign up in the system and complete a profile.  Under 
Agency Represented type in "Forsyth County ARES" and under 
discipline select "Amateur Radio".  Complete all * items in your 
profile for registration.  Once registered you will be able to sign up 
for select courses that deal with amateur radio and emergency 
services such as the ICS course, EOC operations, etc.  Additionally 
any FEMA online courses you have taken will be imported 
automatically from FEMA to the TERMS system and you will have a 
record of all course from FEMA and NC that you have taken.  To 
register in TERMS go to:   https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/home.do

ICS 700/800:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104968 

ICS 100:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104969 

ICS 200:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104977 

Also attached are flyers for the courses.

The Winston Salem / Forsyth County Emergency Management 
hase photos and our description of ARES.  They can be viewed at:
 
http://www.readyforsyth.org/   
 
And while I have your attention:  It has been a while since members 
have been asked to update their contact information, equipment 
capabilities and training documents (if any). 
 
Please complete the attached form (see next to last page) and 
return it either via email or in person at the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meeting.  Additionally if you have not previously submitted 
training documents for IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800 and 
SkyWarn please do so in your response.
 
NOTE: Only those personnel desiring to work in the EOC or 
Command Post communicator positions need to have the above 
listed training.  You can still be a part of ARES response efforts in 
the field. 

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for 
FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile 
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to 
FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon 
Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs 
you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) 
organizations through this program.  As of 08/12/17 this 
has generated $253.24 for FARC.  Thanks Amazon and 
thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com

ARRL Posts Amateur Radio Parity Act 
FAQs

from ARRL

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 is now in the US Senate 
(S. 1534). ARRL has developed and posted a list of frequently 
asked questions (FAQs), “The Amateur Radio Parity Act: 
Setting the Record Straight,” to explain and to clarify what the 
passage of the legislation would accomplish — as well as what 
it would not.

September, 2017
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Shelby 2017
by Don, WS4NC

Ah, another year, another Shelby.  For me it is an 
event not to be missed.  It looked like the left-overs 
from Hurricane Harvey would rain us out - but 
Saturday turned out to be a beautiful day.  This year 
we went down on Friday rather than earlier in the 
week.  The original plan was to go down and set up 
Wednesday but work and weather intervened.  
There was no question that attendance was down 
and the threat of bad weather really played a part in 
that.  But still it is one of the biggest hamfests in the 
southeast.  There were still many people setup to 
sell and lots of buyers.

For me personally it is an opportunity to catch up 
with ham friends from the past.  This was a banner 
year in that regard.  In the photo above from the right 
is my Elmer, Tag, K4TAG (ex-WA4CXZ), then Steve 
Maynard, brother of Bob Maynard, WA4KXX next, 
with me on the right.  Tag was the best Elmer ever 
who helped me as a pre-teen.  We have known each 
other for many years.  Bob, WA4KXX, moved to 
Mocksville in the late 1960s after serving in the Air 
Force and I first met him delivering furniture to his 
new apartment.  Bob’s moving to Mocksville 
effectively raised the ham population in Davie 
County by 20%.

Another great person to see is Bob Garcia (above) 
who has brought Tektronix scopes and other test 
equipment goodies to many hamfests over the 
years, but always to Shelby.  I have bought many 
pieces of gear from Bob over the years.  It was so 
good to see him set up again.  Bob turns 90 on 
September 15.  Happy birthday Bob!

We set up in out usual space but this year we did not 
take the big tarp down and set up much to sell.  
Brian, N4UEZ,and Caroline, KM4VCO helped in the 
sales department by bringing down a nice recent 
Yaesu rig for sale  Above Caroline is “watching the 
store”.

September, 2017
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Our friends from DBJ were smart and set up “on top 
of the mountain” to be above the flood zone.  They 
took the highest spot closest to the main entrance 
gate, a smart move.

Of course Mike Atkins, N4VE (above) of Triad 
Electronics fame and Harold, N4HER (of J-pole 
fame, below) set up in their usual spot between the 
two dealer buildings.

https://swling.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/
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W4NC Web Page

If you haven’t been to the FARC’s web page lately - really you 
need to go see it.  Terry, AK4D, has put an amazing amount of 
work into making this a beautiful, and very useful, website.  
Please go check it out - www.w4nc.com

September, 2017

Eli King’s Project
by Don, WS4NC

I had a recent visitor in my shop who needed a little help 
assembling some surface mount parts.  Eli King, harmonic of 
Tim King AG4RZ along with Grandpa Gene Bowman, 
WB4MSG dropped by.  Eli did all the assembly himself.  A 
really nice job.  The picture above shows the surface mount 
parts on the board.  I’ve had trained technicians who didn’t do 
such nice work.  Now if we can just get Eli to get him ham 
license . . . 
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Amateur Radio 
Parity Act is 
Introduced in US 
Senate

From ARRL

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 was 
introduced in the US Senate on July 12, marking 
another step forward for this landmark legislation. 
Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard 
Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate sponsors. The 
measure will, for the first time, guarantee all radio 
amateurs living in deed-restricted communities 
governed by a homeowner's association (HOA) or 
subject to any private land use regulations, the right 
to erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at 
their homes. The Senate bill, S. 1534, is identical to 
H.R. 555, which passed the US House of 
Representatives in January.

"Amateur Radio continues to be a critical part of our 
emergency communications operations," Wicker 
said. "Mississippians learned firsthand after 
Hurricane Katrina how Amateur Radio operators 
can provide a resilient, distributed network to first 
responders and disaster relief organizations when 
other communications tools fail."

"Amateur Radio operators provide an invaluable 
service to their communities by assisting local 
emergency communication efforts when disasters 
occur and main lines are down," Blumenthal said. 
"This bipartisan measure ensures that operators 
have access to the tools they need to support our 
first responders when lives are at stake."

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai applauded the bill in late 
January, saying that it would "help Amateur Radio 
operators, and take several steps to promote public 
safety."

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, expressed 
the League's appreciation to the Senate sponsors. 
"ARRL is grateful for the support of Senators Wicker 
and Blumenthal for sponsoring this important piece 
of legislation, and for advocating this bill for the past 
3 years," he said. "Their continuing support is critical 
to the success of our efforts." President Roderick 
also thanked Senator John Thune (R-SD), who 
chairs the Senate Commerce Committee, for 

"championing the Parity Act in the Senate since the 
beginning of our effort."

The bill has enjoyed widespread, bipartisan support. 
In the 114th Congress, nearly 130 cosponsors 
signed onto the legislation in the House and the 
Senate. The legislation, which strikes a carefully 
crafted balance for all concerned parties, is the 
result of months of work culminating in the accord 
reached by ARRL and the Community Associations 
Institute (CAI).  The measure provides for the 
guarantee of an effective outdoor antenna while 
protecting the aesthetic concerns of HOAs.

In a statement, ARRL said it looks forward to working 
with the bipartisan leadership of the Senate and the 
Commerce Committee to help move the Wicker-
Blumenthal legislation through the Senate and to the 
President's desk.

ARRL President Issues Call for 
Members to Reach Out to their Senators 
to Support S. 1534

from ARRL

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, is calling on 
League members to urge their US Senators to 
support the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017, S. 
1534. ARRL has opened a RallyCongress page to 
simplify the task.

“[W]e are at a crossroad in our efforts to obtain 
passage of The Amateur Radio Parity Act,” Roderick 
said. He said the campaign to secure passage of the 
bill scored a major victory earlier this year when H.R. 
555 passed unanimously in the US House of 
Representatives. Obtaining passage of the 
companion Senate bill, S. 1534, is the final 
legislative hurdle.

“Now is the time for all hams to get involved in the 
process!” Roderick said. “Many of you already live in 
deed-restricted communities, and that number 
grows daily.”

He urged radio amateurs now restricted by a 
Homeowners Association from installing effective 
outdoor antennas to visit the RallyCongress site and 
e-mail their two US Senators. He also encouraged 
those not now affected by deed covenants, 
conditions, and restrictions (CC&Rs) to support their 
fellow radio amateurs by doing the same.

Continued on next page
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“If you want to help create an opportunity — not 
available before now — for Amateurs who live in 
deed restricted communities to install effective 
outdoor antennas on property that they own or 
lease, send these e-mails today!” Roderick said. 
“We need you to reach out to your Senators today.  
Right away.”

S. 1534 was introduced in the US Senate on July 12, 
marking another step forward for this landmark 
legislation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and 
Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate 
sponsors. The measure will, for the first time, 
guarantee all radio amateurs living in deed-
restricted communities governed by a Homeowners 
Association (HOA) or subject to any private land-use 
regulations, the right to erect and maintain effective 
outdoor antennas at their homes, while protecting 
the aesthetic concerns of HOAs.

Upcoming Programs
Geoff,  KK4MOV

FARC Vice-President

The next FARC general meeting will be on September 11 at the Red Cross 
Building on Coliseum Drive.  Future planned meeting topics, but stay tuned as 
meeting topics may change:

October 9--The Evolution of Ham Radio from the Narrow Perspective of 
W4TMR-Charles Kluttz 

November 13--David McDonald will do a presentation of either "Very Large 
Array in NM" or about his experiences in Antarctica.

December 11- Annual Dinner meeting at Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road.  Arrive 6 
PM Dinner 6:30-ish and meeting starts around 7:20.

January 8- Homebrew show-&-Tell.  Build something.  Bring it.  Show it!  
Receive praise and adulation!

ARRL sanctioned 
FARC Classic Hamfest
Saturday, 6 January

NEW LOCATION!
Robinhood Road Baptist Church

5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
7am until Noon.

See W4NC.com for additional details.

$5 at the entrance to parking 

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be 
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz. 

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area. 

Door Prizes: Yes, many 

Indoor Tables: On a first come-first serve basis, a limited number of 
tables will be available inside for a $10 fee per table. 

Flea Market Area: A complimentary flea market area will be available in a 
parking lot outside the church with admission. 

FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at 
the next FARC club meeting on Monday, 8 January. 

WINSTON-SALEM HAMFEST

Saturday, January 6, 2018
The Winston-Salem Summer Hamfest (usually June) date and location yet to be determined.
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Worked All Europe

W4NC had some budding contesters running 
September 8, 9 and 10.  Mason, KM4SII, Caroline, 
KM4VCO and Brian, N4UEZ, were attempting to 
“work all Europe”.  Unfortunately a solar flare had 
really killed the HF bands.  Two hours into the 
contest there were 11 contacts.  European stations 
weren’t doing a lot better; by 10 PM the highest serial 
number we heard was about 50.   Mid-day Saturday, 
as this is being written things had improved a little.  
I’ll have a better report next month on the results as 
this is just hours before the Newsletter goes out.



Calendar of Upcoming 
Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, 
etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and 
putting this together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section 
newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a correction or 
something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With 
your help I can make this a more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   
*non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

TRIAD AREA AND NEARBY EVENTS:

Sep 11 Forsyth Amateur Radio Club General 
Meeting, 7:30 PM, Red Cross Building, 
Coliseum Drive, FCC Testing at 6:20PM

Sep 11 Winston-Salem VE Session (FCC 
Testing), 6:20 PM, Red Cross Building, 
Coliseum Drive

Sep 18 FARC Board Meeting, Location TBD

Sep 25 Greensboro Amateur Radio 
Association General Meeting (Cooper’s Ale 
House in Salon “B”, Greensboro)

Sep 30 High Point VE Session (Red Cross 
Building, High Point)

October 10:  South Carolina Section 
Convention, Rock Hill, SC, York County 
Amateur Radio Society (YCARS), 
http://www.ycars.org

August 14:  Parkersburg/Wood County 
Hamfest, Mineral Wells, WV, Wood County 
Emergency Communictions, http://wc8ec.org

November 11:  Beachfest 2017, Conway, SC, 
Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, 
http://www.w4gs.org

Feb 3, 2018: South Carolina State 
Convention (Charleston Hamfest), North 
Charleston, SC,  Charleston Amateur Radio 

Society, http://wa4usn.org

March 31, 2018:  North Carolina State 
Convention (Raleigh Hamfest), Raleigh, NC, 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
http://rars.org/hamfest

SPECIAL EVENTS

See the article on page 1 for Special Events 
related to the Solar Eclipse.

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see  for more www.w4nc.com
up-to-date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, 
September and December.  See the website for 
details.  Locations varies.  ALL members and guests 
are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged.  
Always a good program. QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly 
Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.   
The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held on 
Saturday, September 9, 2017 at the Bestfood Cafeteria 
in Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests are 
welcome! Wearing your ham badge is encouraged. 
Directions: The Best Food Cafeteria is at 220 East 11th 
Street, Siler City, NC, telephone number is 919-742-
2475 and located on Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West 
of the intersection with Highway 421, and right across 
the street from Marsh Auto Parts.  When: Plan to arrive 
at 11:30 AM to socialize, dinner at 12 noon, business 
and program at about 12:45 PM. Board members are 
requested to arrive at 11 AM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   : Meets for 
Dinner (optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting 
and program at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's 
BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info 
on each meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   :
This may not be accurate.  Last info I had was from 
Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active, but basically 
there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys 
and that is it.  Maybe 6-10 members at this point?”  
Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last meeting was in 
August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 
Ray T Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We 
will be looking forward to this meeting. The club gained 
several new members on Field Day and also had a new 
Ham get their ticket on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle at 
doyle5362 <at> yahoo <dot> com
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2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio 
Amateurs meet at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in 
Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
General Meeting on second Tuesday of each month, 
Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge 
Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  Time: People begin 
arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially begins at 7:30 
PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on the first 
Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc  . at 
the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  FCC 
Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings 
start at 7:30 PM with a program on various ham related 
topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the 
Rowan County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian 
Road.  Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM 
local time, except for the July and December meetings 
which are “dinner” meetings and thus start a little 
earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. 
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, 
movies, guest speakers, or just open discussions on 
radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Business Meeting  . Open to all FARC members and 
interested visitors.  We meet at Hams Restaurant (how 
appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 
7PM.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society usually 
held at Tex & Shirley's Restaurant in the Friendly 
Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 
7 : 0 0  P M  t o  m e e t .   Ve r i f y  t h e  d a t e s  a t 
http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio 
Association Eat at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 
7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 
West Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  Verify the 
dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday 
of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 103 
Sedgehill Drive (map it). For more details see:  
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2
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Hara Arena, former home of Dayton 
Hamvention

source:  ARRL

Hara Arena, the former home of Hamvention® is 
about to be auctioned by the IRS.  Bids will be taken 
on August 30, with an open house on August 29.  
Interested buyers must put up $170,000 in earnest 
money.  For those of us who attended Dayton, it 
might be best phrased that we “loved to hate the 
place.”  It is sad to see it go, but it needed so much 
fixing up, for so long, that it was probably no longer 
economical to even consider it.  Still . .. 

Hara Arena served as the home of Hamvention from 
1964 until 2016, before it was closed last summer. 
Soon after, Hamvention's sponsor, the Dayton 
Amateur Radio Association (DARA), announced 
that it would be relocating the country's most 
popular Amateur Radio gathering to the Greene 
County Fairgrounds and Expo Center in Xenia, 
where Hamvention 2017 took place in May. 

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio 
Society SCARS  http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  
Usually meets in Cary.   MARCH, 2017 The 
KnightLites March QRPig-Out will be held at the 
Golden Corral off Wendover Ave & I-40 (4404 
Landview Dr.) on Thursday, March 17th ~6:30 PM.  
Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -  Next club meeting in 
2015 is ? ; the meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings 
and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held at the 
Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless 
otherwise announced.  http://galaxbarc.tripod.com
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
General Club Meeting -  14 August 2017

by  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: T h e  1 4  A u g u s t  2 0 1 7 
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red 
Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order by 
President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 1930 hours. David 
welcomed all attendees, approximately 46, for coming out 
this evening, and invited each to introduce themselves. 

2. Treasurers Report:  Our treasurer, Kent Englebert, 
K4HKE, was unable to attend; David Shoaf, KC4X, gave the 
treasurer's report in his absence.  The current bank balance: 
$ 3,686.56 with a couple of the monthly bills to pay out.

3. Field Day: David Shoaf, KC4X, reported we cannot make 
the Field Day reservation for next year until November when 
the reservation period opens. We have yet to hear how we 
scored overall. 

4. ARES Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, reported the 
latest local ARES news:

· Harlan and Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT attended the 
first EOC operation in the new EOC; the Incident 
Management Team was activated for the Guns and 
Roses concert. The new EOC has a separate 12x12 
room for the ARES team.

· IMT leadership asked Harlan how quickly a ham 
could be stationed at a fire station in the event of a 
communication breakdown, suggesting another 
opportunity for the ARES team to serve.

· Tour to Tanglewood: Volunteers are still needed for. 
Harlan asked potential and existing volunteers to 
meet after the meeting to sign up and discuss 
schedule.

· ICS Class scheduling: The ICS class schedule may 
change. Note that you have to be registered with NC 
TERMS  tak ing  the  c lass .  Watch be fo re
w4nc.com/ARES.htm for schedule updates and 
registration information.

· Brian Garlock Act: The act would ban use of any 
communication device while operating a motor 
vehicle and have a negative impact on the ARES 
operations.  States which have passed these bills 
have either passed them with an Amateur Radio 
exception or had to go back and add in the exception 
later.  Please send letters to your NC State Senator 
and NC State House Person requesting they 
support the exception. Sample letters are available 
at  http://w4nc.com/legislative.htm

· Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017: This bill is about 
allowing radio amateurs to put up effective outdoor 

antennas. Many homeowner's associations and 
private land use regulations currently prohibit this. 
The US House of Representatives has already 
passed H.R. 555; please contact our US Senators 
to support this act (S.1534). More info available at 
http://w4nc.com/legislative.htm 

· Thursday night we ran a simplex exercise on the 
ARES net, dropping off the repeater to see how well 
we could do. The exercise was a success; we 
identified the need for external antennas and higher 
powered radios if we don't have use of the 
repeaters. We will continue to run this exercise 
periodically to identify stations which can hear other 
stations to efficiently pass the traffic. Harlan asked 
for suggestions to make simplex work better and 
thanked Dale, WB9SZL for his suggestions.

5. Website update: Terry Brown, AK4D, discussed the 
website updates he has done and the new pages with lots of 
useful info.

· VEC Testing Info:
  http://www.w4nc.com/VEC.htm
· Legislative Info page:
  http://w4nc.com/legislative.htm
· FARC newsletter archive:
  http://www.w4nc.com/newsletters.htm
· ARES: 
http://www.w4nc.com/ARES.htm
· Emergency Preparedness:
  http://www.readyforsyth.org/
· WA7BNM's Contest Calendar:
  http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/

6. New location of Business Meeting: David Shoaf, 
KC4X, announced that the August business meeting is 
being shifted back a day to Tuesday, Aug 22 due to people 
traveling for the eclipse. The new location will be 66 Pizza 
located at 3440 Frontis St, Winston Salem, NC. This is an 
open meeting and all club members are welcome to attend. 
Attendees usually show up for dinner at or a little before 
6:30; the official business meeting starts at 7:30.

David also mentioned the tech meeting that Steve 
Patterson, WA3RTC has organized. That meeting occurs on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the Miller Park 
Community Center at 400 Leisure Lane in Winston Salem. 
The next meeting is Sept 19, 2017. The group is further 
described at the bottom of the main page at  http://w4nc.com
and the home page is  http://almondtree.com/

David also put out a call for people to volunteer to be Elmers, 
collecting names and phone numbers of the volunteers.

7. Foxhunt Antennas: Harold Richardson, N4HER, asked 
how many people would be interested in building foxhunt 
antennas during next month's meeting. 

8.  Presentation - Iceland DXpedition:  Mason Matrazzo, 
KM4SII, gave a fascinating presentation on his March 2017 
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DXpedition to Iceland. A copy of his powerpoint can be 
f o u n d  o n  t h e  P a s t  M e e t i n g  p a g e  a t 
http://www.w4nc.com/past.htm titled “The DXPedition That 
Almost Wasn't”. Direct link:
 http://www.w4nc.com/files/August_2017_The_Dxpedition
_that_almost_was_not.pdf

Mason will be giving his presentation at the 2018 Dayton 
Hamvention Youth Forum.

9. New Hamfest Location: David, KC4X, announced the 
2018 First-Fest will be at a new location, Robinhood Road 
Baptist Church, 5422 Robinhood Road, Winston Salem, 
NC. He asked for volunteers to help Steve Patterson, 
WA3RTC, and Dave Larson, KM4RAB, with the loadin on 
the Friday before the hamfest.

10. Membership Chairman: David, KC4X, asked for a 
volunteer to work with the secretary, Jim Register, KV4SJ, 
as the membership chairman as we go into the next year to 
send emails about renewals and manage the mailing list. 
Jim Bielski, KJ4FIN and Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO 
volunteered to assist.

9. VE report:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported more VEs 
than examinees again. He asked the VEs to stand and 
recognized them for their support to the hobby. There were 
two cancellations and two no-shows. One candidate stood 
for the exam, and the passing rate was 100%. Dale 
congratulated  on her Glenna Thompson, KM4PBU
advancement to General.

10. Repeater report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported 
that all three repeaters are up and running.

· The 146.64 machine still has the interference 
problem. The vendor for one potential hardware 
solution has gone out of business and Dale is now 
consulting with Don Edwards, WS4NC on other 
options. The 146.64 Echolink node was down at last 
month's meeting due to changes in our host's 
internet configuration, and is back in service.

· The 444.275 repeater is up but not working well; 
replacement is envisioned for that.

· The 145.47 repeater controller needs repair. Dale 
and Jerry Minor, K4GW, traveled to Sauratown 
Mountain with the idea of swapping the controller 
from Dale's 220 machine with the damaged one. 
Removal of the damaged controller went well, but 
the borrowed controller did not work in its new 
environment - there are some new RF sources in 
the area that are affecting the controller. The 
adventure continues...

· There was some jamming affecting the 145.47 
repeater and the net controller during the Vagabond 
net today, Monday Aug. 14 between 2:30 and 3:30. 
That has been solved; the interfering station has 

been tracked down and has been taken off the air. 
Hopefully that will not be a problem again in the 
future. Dale asked that anyone hearing interference 
please email him and let him know; that will help us 
out to try and keep the repeater clean. We will get 
with those individuals and see if we can convince 
them to cease that kind of operation. We will 
continue to monitor the repeater.

9.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made and seconded by several attendees.  
Meeting was adjourned at 2034 hours.

10.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below are the 
names of FARC member attendees.  

Pedro Tomas, Jim Register-KV4SJ, Ed Needham-AF4XC, 
Ed Walbroehl-KE4ZFT, Ken Melvin-KM4NFQ, Cathy 
Melvin-KM4OCS, Paul Schuh-N4VOA, Steve Patterson-
WA3RTC, Dave Larson-KM4RAB, David  Fulton-WD4BYA, 
Ron Adkins-KM4WPN, Terry Hendrix-KC8OEX, Mason 
Matrazzo-KM4SII,  Gary Mil ler-WA4VMC, Stacey 
MacArthur-W1LLO, Doug MacArthur-W4STH, Steven 
Mierisch-KG4JWU, Bob McClellan-W3AVB, Jim Bielski-
KJ4FIN, Mary McClellan-KM4WPO, Bill Kennedy-
WD4OTY, Jerry Minor-K4GW, Ron Gregoire-W4UDB, Matt 
Taylor-KB1BSR, Henry Smith-W4HHS, Harlan Cobert-
W1HRC, David Ramsey-W4OIL, John Kippe-K1PPE, Tim 
Brown, Gene Bowman-WB4MSG, Harold Richardson-
N4HER, Van Key-KC4WSK, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, Mike 
Brown-W4LKN, Josh Vogel-KD0PQQ, Michael Pope-
K4OLD, Sam Poindexter-NI4TG, Terry Brown-AK4D, Brian 
Kuebert-N4UEZ, Caroline Kuebert-KM4VCO, David Shoaf-
KC4X, Don Edwards-WS4NC, Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, 
Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL, Cheryl, Stabler and Brad 
Matrazzo.
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Business Meeting 

Meeting Date: Monday, 18 September, eating at 6:30pm, 
meeting starting at 7:30pm 

Meeting Location: Sixty Six Pizzeria located at 3440 Frontis St, 
Winston-Salem, NC

The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club has a business meeting each 
month to discuss and plan for upcoming club events. 
Attendees who will be eating normally get there about 6:30pm 
and the business meeting starts at 7:30pm. 

The business meeting on Monday, the 18th of September will 
be at the Sixty Six Pizzeria located at 3440 Frontis St, Winston-
Salem, NC. 

The business meeting is an open meeting and all club 
members are welcome to attend. Topics covered include club 
equipment needs, hamfests, meeting topics, repeater 
updates, ARES reports and much more. Please feel free to 
attend!!



Jamboree on the Air Marks 60 
Years this Fall

"60 Years Connecting Scouts" is the 
theme for the Boy Scouts' 2017 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), set for 
October 20-22. JOTA Coordinator Jim 
Wilson, K5ND, said the theme 
"recognizes the start of the event in 
1957 and commemorates its growth in 
participation and in the expanding communication 
channels that are activated on the third weekend in 
October." The official JOTA patch will be available by 
July 19. The JOTA-JOTI (Jamboree on the Internet) 
patch is available now.

Wilson said JOTA's "communication channels" now 
include Amateur Radio on the air and via internet-
based channels, as well as many other internet-
based options, including social media, ScoutLink 
and IRC chat services, Skype, and more. "It also 
recognizes the goal of the event -- connecting 
Scouts so that they can engage in conversations 
with other Scouts across town and around the 
world," Wilson said. "This allows them to discover 
geographic and cultural differences and similarities. 
Plus, they are exposed to the technology that makes 
all this happen." The World JOTA-JOTI Team said it 
would announce "a number of weekend activities 
supporting the 2017 theme."

JOTA participation last October was up from 2015's 
numbers. According to the final JOTA report, 10,761 
Scouts took part -- an increase of more than 50% 
from a year earlier -- and the number of stations filing 
reports, at 267, jumped by 28% from 2015 (the 
record was 271 in 2013). The number of Amateur 
Radio operators was up by 14% to 1,120, although 
the number of radios reported in use dropped by 
25% to 631. Total JOTA 2016 contacts remained flat 
at 8,254. -- Thanks to JOTA Coordinator Jim Wilson, 
K5ND
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Eclipse 2017

by Don, WS4NC

This is my collage of eclipse photos shot about 2-5 
minutes apart (more or less) on a tripod in my back yard.  
They were shot on a Canon 40D with a Sigma zoom 70-
300 mm lens through a #14 welding filter.  Exposure 
varied but was mostly from F16 to F22 and focus was 
manually set to infinity.  Times were from 1/30 to 1/125 
second.  Yes, I had some trouble getting the exposure just 
right.  It was maddingly hard to see what I had with the 
camera pointed toward the sun even with the sun partially 
ocluded. The welding filter is really dark nothing other 
than the sun could be seen through it.  Even then I had to 
stop the lens way down to keep from over exposing.

The apparent position of the moon and sun changes 
because I had to reposition the tripod several times. I left 
these as I shot them rather than readjust the positions. 

Just about at maximum a large flock of birds flew over and 
went to roost in the neighbor’s tree.  Plus some bats came 
from somewhere.  Crickets and tree frogs were chirping.  
The temperature went from hot to comfortable and back to 
hot - I didn’t record the temperature - wish I had a 
thermostat near.  Maybe next time.  It was neat to see and 
hear.  The next to last photo had a few clouds.  Mostly the 
entire eclipse was cloud free except for the last few 
minutes.

I really didn’t have radios and antennas setup so I stayed 
with the photo aspect.  I understand that 160 meters 
opened briefly.  I haven’t seen much yet on the 
propagation aspect but I suspect it will take some time to 
compile the data.

(C)2017 Don Edwards
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Minutes of the Board of Directors of the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club - 22 August 2017

by  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of 
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, was held on Monday, 22 August 2017 at Sixty Six 
Pizzeria,.  The meeting was called to order by FARC 
President David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1930 hours, 
welcoming all meeting attendees. 

2.  Meeting Attendees:  The 15 meeting attendees 
were Jerry Minor-K4GW, Sam Poindexter-NI4TG, 
Harlan Cobert-W1HRC, David Shoaf-KC4X, Harold 
Richardson-N4HER, Steve Patterson-WA3RTC, David 
McDonald-N5WNB, Pedro Tomas, Don Edwards-
WS4NC, Gene Bowman-WB4MSG, Jim Register-
KV4SJ, Terry Brown-AK4D, Ron Gregoire-W4UDB, 
Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV and John Kippe-K1PPE.

3. Meeting location: David Shoaf, KC4X, reported that 
our new permanent business meeting host is Sixty Six 
Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, Winston Salem, at the usual 
time and date.

4. December Meeting Location: Our former home for 
the December dinner meeting, River Ridge Taphouse, 
has closed. Don Edwards, WS4NC, will check with the 
Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road for availability. Our first 
choice is the second Monday, the same day we 
normally have our meeting. The second choice is the 
first Monday, which we have occasionally used as an 
alternate for the December meeting.

5.  Winter Hamfest: David Shoaf, KC4X, reported that 
First-Fest will be held at the Robinhood Road Baptist 
Church, 5422 Robinhood Road, Winston Salem, NC on 
Saturday, January 6, 2018. David asked for volunteers 
to help Steve Patterson, WA3RTC, and Dave Larson, 
KM4RAB with setup, load-in and cleanup. John Kippe, 
K1PPE, volunteered. We will be able to run longer hours 
than we were at Summit School, so we are planning 
7:00am to noon.  Hamfest fliers were discussed and 
Don offered to design and print them.  Dates for the 
summer hamfest were discussed as we wanted to list 
that on the flyer as well. No date was finalized, so we will 
just mention it with TBD and a link to the website.

6. Nominating Committee: A committee was formed to 
nominate candidates for next year's board.
Five members are required: Don Edwards, WS4NC, 
Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, Harold Richardson, N4HER, 
Ron Gregoire, W4UDB, and Steve Patterson WA3RTC 
volunteered. All current officers have volunteered to 
serve next year.

7. WAE DX Contest: Discussed letting Mason, KM4SII 
operate the station the weekend of September 10 as 
multi-single for the WAE DX Contest. Mason wanted to 
operate multi-single; multi operators under Mason's 
call. Brian and Caroline Keubert are considering 
working the station with him. CQWW, occurring the last 
full weekend of October was also mentioned. Don will 
open the building and can stay part of the time; Harold 
also volunteered to come in for part of the time. A 
training run to get the contestants familiar with operating 
the station was discussed.

8. Club Station Operating Instructions: Discussed 
making a checklist, operating sheet or video to facilitate 
members coming in to use the station. This will probably 
not be complete before the WAE DX contest, but should 
be for the CQWW. 

9. Bylaws: Discussed a review of the bylaws. There 
have been several revision efforts, but none of the 
revised versions have been approved and filed with the 
state. We need a committee of members to review and 
update the bylaws. Don and Henry have volunteered to 
provide some historical background. David hopes this 
can be presented to the membership by January or 
February of next year. Terry has offered to assist. Bob 
Gates, as the trustee, will need to be a key part of the 
bylaw process, and Terry will get in touch with him. 
David recommended the Zoom application from 
Zoom.us. Don will handle acquiring a new corporate 
stamp for the secretary to file the official bylaws.

10. Riley Hollingsworth: Still wants to come down, 
possibly at the December meeting.

11.  Treasurer's Report: Kent Englebert, K4HKE, 
reported that the current balance was $3,501.78 with 
only the phone and cable bills outstanding.

12. ARES: Harlan reminded that Tour to Tanglewood is 
coming up Sept 16 and 17. He has most of the slots 
filled, but has been informed of a few new key people 
who will need shadows. He also commented on the new 
EOC and his coordination efforts with CERT and MARS. 
He also mentioned that the Phonetic alphabet and ICS-
2 1 3  m e s s a g e  f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
http://w4nc.com/ARES.htm 

13. ECOMM Net Controller Training Session:  The 
ICS 700 /800 training class will be Nov. 10 at 5:30pm; 
Don will check with the staff at the Red Cross to verify 
the room will be available. Attendees will have to 
preregister with NC TERMS. More details available at 
http://w4nc.com/ARES.htm  Harlan indicated the 
Friday night class is labeled G700. The ICS 100/200 
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classes are planned for the following Saturday, Nov. 11 
from 9am to 5pm. These classes are labeled G100 and 
G200.

14. Net Control Station Training: Tentative date 
Saturday Oct. 11 9am to 11am at the Red Cross building.

15.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made, seconded and meeting was 
adjourned at 2044 hours.

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC

ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM 
ANNOUNCES 2017 SURPLUS 
EQUIPMENT SALE

Are you looking for a restoration project?  How about a 
matching speaker for your rig? We may have it.  The 
museum is out of space and selling more than sixty 
vintage home and ham radios and accessories.  No 
reasonable offers refused!  For a complete list, see our 
web site (www.avlradiomuseum.org/surplus).

For our vintage farm and home radios, come to the 
Antique Wireless Association Swap Meet in Valdese, NC 
(7 AM – noon) on Saturday, August 19.   For meet details, 
see http://cc-awa.club/summer .

For amateur radio gear, come to Asheville on Saturday, 
September 16 (9 AM – 1 PM).  The sale is at the 
museum’s storage unit at 127 Sweeten Creek Road (also 
called US 25A Alt).  Take exit 51 from I-40 and go about ¼ 
mile north to the Extra Space Storage facility (it will be on 
your right).

All items are sold as-is and are untested, unless noted 
otherwise.  Bid accordingly!  For inquiries, please use the 
contact form at the bottom of the home page on the 
museum web site.

For further information contact:  Stuart Smolkin, Curator, 
stuart.smolkin@gmail.com

ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM
Room 315 Elm Building, Victoria Road, 
A B Tech Community College, Asheville, NC  
28801
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Thanks to all who contributed 
to this month’s Newsletter, 
especially Jim Register for the 
Minutes - that represents a lot 
o f  e f fo r t  and  we rea l ly 
appreciate it.

I’m always looking for any old 
records that relate to FARC or 
hams who were in Forsyth 
and surrounding counties. I 
have some more stuff coming up in future 
Newsletters on past NC history.

Congrats to all our new hams - lots of new FCC 
exams being given.   New hams and old - Please fill 
out the ARES form on the next page and get it back 
to Harlan, the Forsyth County Emergency Co-
ordinator.  And the FARC membership form - we are 
happy to give anyone who takes an FCC test 
membership for that year.  

73, diddle-de-dah-de-Don
January, 2018 meeting is our homebrew Show-&-Tell.  
Build something.  Bring it.  Show it.  Receive praise and 
adulation!
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