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DECEMBER MEETING
We have a new location!

This year our December Dinner Meeting will be on the 
SECOND Monday of December at Mi Pueblo, 644 
Stratford Rd.  We have the entire front meeting room 
and it is larger than the older room at River Rdige Tap 
House.  We will meet starting at 6:00 PM and we plan 
to eat dinner around 6:30.  Bring the family.

More on Page 7
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Winston-Salem Hamfests
New Location

Starting with the January 2018 Hamfest we will 
have a new location, Robinhood Rd Baptist 
Church on 5422 Robinhood Road.  The date is 
Saturday, January 6, 2018.  There is a larger 
indoor space than the old Summit School 
location and more parking.  A “drones-eye 
view” is shown at right with the spaces laid out.  
The building for the indoor tables is shown in 
the picture below (courtesy of Harold, 
N4HER).  We will have tailgating just outside 
the indoor building.  There is very close 
handicap parking and lots of general parking to 
the right of the building.

We are grateful to Robinhood Road Baptist 
Church for hosting us and we look forward to a 
great event.

As for the summer hamfest - the date has not 
been chosen yet.  We decided to hold a vote on 
the back of the tickets sold at the January 
Hamfest to determine if June or October would 
be a better choice.  We hope to hold the 
summer hamfest at the same location.  The 
original June date was selected back many 
years ago when there was a hamfest almost 
ever weekend.  The June date seems to 
conflict with a lot of graduations and vacations.  
We started holding the January event after 
Elkin stopped holding their hamfest in 
February, and we used to hold an October 
hamfest after Greensboro dropped theirs.  
Three a year were a lot for one ham club to pull 
off, so we dropped back to just two.  We 
believe that local hamfests are a great service 

to the ham community and we need more than 
just a couple of big events like Raleigh, 
Charlotte and Shelby that may be too far for 
everyone to travel.  So come out to the 
January hamfest and vote for the best date for 
our second hamfest.



 JEROME A METZ   KM4DWH G    
 SHERYL A METZ   KM4DWI G    
 BURL T HAMMOCK   KN4GKX T   
 PEDRO J TOMAS   KN4GKY T

If you didn’t know - you can get a free membership in 
FARC just by taking your exam at an FARC FCC test 
session and completing the FARC application form.  
This is good for your first test and any upgrades.  Mark 
the form "New Ham - TestDate” Once the form is 
completed, bring to the next club meeting, or please 
scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as 
well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday 
of every month, except December, prior to the FARC 
regular meeting.  The normal starting time is 6:20PM.  
The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum 
Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via 
e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your 
phone number and email address. You may pre-register 
o r  ge t  add i t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion  v ia  Ema i l  t o 
testing(@)w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be 
attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if 
they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the 
FARC application (usually the last page of the 
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a free 
Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
(FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Once 
the form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or 
please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of 
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, 
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain 
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a 
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red 
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board 
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant 
soon to be determined].  This is where most of the club’s 
business is conducted and all attending members have a 
vote.  All club members are strongly encouraged to 
attend the business meeting.  For more information 
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, 
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit 
out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2017 are:

President:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Vice-President:  Geoff Rudy,KK4MOV

Secretary:  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  Open
Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK

House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2016-2017, All Rights Reserved, 
by Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 
unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to 
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper 
credit is given. If you would like to help support the 
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards 
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter 
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam 
bots.  Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western 
Civilization.  Either that or the spork.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

Congratulations to last 
month’s new licensees 
and upgrades!
 

Continued on next page
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109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next 
month’s exam session.  A copy of your license must 
accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing 
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process 
for all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if 
you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful 
completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Don, WS4NC

[I think this is out of date - if you have more information I would like to know it.  
The FCC changes their web page so often that it is almost impossible to keep 
up.]

1. Go to: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLice
nse.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4.  Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on  "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file 
for printing or saving.
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Forsyth County 
ARES
NIMS Classes coming in 
November

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

This week is the last opportunity to 
register for the ICS classes that will 
be offered November 10 and 11.  
This will permit members to get the 
course in a quick weekend.  The 

course ARE open to the public (required) and have been sent out to 
CERT team members so our folks need to rapidly get registered as 
it is first come first served.

To register for the classes individuals must be registered in TERMS 
and can go here to register for each class.  ARES Members wishing 
to take any NC Emergency Management offered course such as 
ICS 100, 200, 700 and 800 must register for them via the NC 
Training and Exercise Management System (TERMS).  Members 
must first sign up in the system and complete a profile.  Under 
Agency Represented type in "Forsyth County ARES" and under 
discipline select "Amateur Radio".  Complete all * items in your 
profile for registration.  Once registered you will be able to sign up 
for select courses that deal with amateur radio and emergency 
services such as the ICS course, EOC operations, etc.  Additionally 
any FEMA online courses you have taken will be imported 
automatically from FEMA to the TERMS system and you will have a 
record of all course from FEMA and NC that you have taken.  To 
register in TERMS go to:   https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/home.do

ICS 700/800:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104968 

ICS 100:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104969 

ICS 200:
 https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=cours
eSearch&cofId=104977 

Also attached are flyers for the courses.

The Winston Salem / Forsyth County Emergency Management 
hase photos and our description of ARES.  They can be viewed at:
 
http://www.readyforsyth.org/   
 
And while I have your attention:  It has been a while since members 
have been asked to update their contact information, equipment 
capabilities and training documents (if any). 
 
Please complete the attached form (see next to last page) and 
return it either via email or in person at the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meeting.  Additionally if you have not previously submitted 
training documents for IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800 and 
SkyWarn please do so in your response.
 
NOTE: Only those personnel desiring to work in the EOC or 
Command Post communicator positions need to have the above 
listed training.  You can still be a part of ARES response efforts in 
the field. 

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for 
FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile 
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to 
FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon 
Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs 
you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) 
organizations through this program.  As of 08/12/17 this 
has generated $253.24 for FARC.  Thanks Amazon and 
thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com

ARRL Posts Amateur Radio Parity Act 
FAQs

from ARRL

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 is now in the US Senate 
(S. 1534). ARRL has developed and posted a list of frequently 
asked questions (FAQs), “The Amateur Radio Parity Act: 
Setting the Record Straight,” to explain and to clarify what the 
passage of the legislation would accomplish — as well as what 
it would not.

November, 2017
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W4RJR-SK  Spencer 
“Bud” Blackburn

WINSTON-SALEM Nov. 10, 
1927 - Oct. 5, 2017 Mr. Spencer 
Justice Blackburn, passed away 
Thursday, October 5, 2017, at 
the age of 89 after a struggle 
with cancer. He was born on 

November 10, 1927, to Spencer and Nettie Jones 
Blackburn in Kernersville, North Carolina. He retired 
with 23.58 years' service from R.J. Reynolds where he 
worked as Supervisor in the Power Plant, and he also 
retired from the U.S. Navy with 20 years active service 
and 10 years in the Fleet Reserve with a ranking BM2. 
He was very active as an Amateur Radio Operator and 
achieved the highest license and he taught and gave 
tests to other Amateur Radio Operators. Spencer was 
also a member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry and was a 32-degree achiever. 
Spencer was an avid golfer and for many years he was 
scratch golfer with 12 holes-in-one and 2 Double 
Eagles in his lifetime. Spencer went to work in the 
shipyards of Norfolk, VA in his teens, and soon joined 
the U.S. Navy. During his Navy career he went to 
many ports around the world, and he was in active 
service during the Korean War, and the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. He was predeceased by his wife of 65 years, 
Madora C. Blackburn. He is survived by two sons, 
Buddy C. Blackburn and Carl S. Blackburn, and his 
daughter-in-law, Donna P. Blackburn. He is also 
survived by 2 brothers, Wade Blackburn, Larry 
Blackburn, and sister Barbara Vanhoy. He had 4 
grandchildren, John C. Blackburn and wife Shannon, 
Melinda K. Blalock, Cynthia D. Williamson, and 
Christina L. Flanegin and husband Jimmy. He had 9 
great-grandchildren: Michael C Blackburn, Adrian K. 
Blackburn, Joshua D. Blalock, Brendan X. Blalock, 
Bradley X. Blalock, Chloe S. Williamson, Mikayla L. 
East, Logan R. Blackburn, and Austin D. Van Etten. 
He was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, and he now joins his beloved wife 
Madora with his promotion to glory. A funeral service 
will be held 2:00 PM on Friday, October 13, 2017, at 
Hayworth-Miller Silas Creek Chapel with Pastor Ed 
Sears and Pastor Jim Bush officiating. The family will 
receive friends an hour prior to the service at the 
funeral home. Interment will follow at Parklawn 
Memorial Park with full military honors. Online 
condolences may be made at www.hayworth-
miller.com. Ephesians 6:13 - Wherefore take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

November, 2017

Catherine Pitts – 95 Years Old

Catherine Pitts, mother of Andy Pitts, WA4GIC-
SK, is in Trinity Glenn, 849 Waterworks Road, 
Winston-Salem, NC  27101.  Catherine just 
celebrated her 95th birthday.  

Catherine is doing well, in reasonably good health 
and in good spirits.  Jon Vickors, WD4LGG 
(expired) is serving as her power of attorney.  
Sadly, Catherine has no living family left.  Any 
cards, visits or best wishes can be sent to her at the 
address above and would be greatly appreciated.

Long time members of FARC will remember Andy 
as the trustee of the 146.64 repeater license, the 
main control operator of 146.64 and as the founder 
of Red Barn Data Services – the first internet 
provider in Forsyth County.  RBDS existed back 
when the only internet access was by dial-up 
services.

Her son Andy was also key to the design, building 
and programming of the first controller used for 
repeaters in North Carolina and throughout the 
Southeast.  The controller was affectionally know 
as “Adam” and had voice synthesis, back when 
that was essentially an unknown technology, and 
enabled telephone access over 2-meters long 
before cell phones.  Clones of “Adam” were also 
used as the controller for the backbone of the 
linked repeaters used in the southeast.  Andy had 
kidney failure and lived on dialysis for about 26 
years.  Andy passed away in 2001.

Catherine’s husband, Tom Pitts, was a WWII US 
Army photographer and worked as a photographer 
for the Winston-Salem Journal for many years 
before his death sometime in the 1990s.

http://www.hayworth-miller.com/
http://www.hayworth-miller.com/
http://www.hayworth-miller.com/
http://www.hayworth-miller.com/
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Amateur Radio 
Parity Act is 
Introduced in US 
Senate

From ARRL

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 was 
introduced in the US Senate on July 12, marking 
another step forward for this landmark legislation. 
Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard 
Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate sponsors. The 
measure will, for the first time, guarantee all radio 
amateurs living in deed-restricted communities 
governed by a homeowner's association (HOA) or 
subject to any private land use regulations, the right 
to erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at 
their homes. The Senate bill, S. 1534, is identical to 
H.R. 555, which passed the US House of 
Representatives in January.

"Amateur Radio continues to be a critical part of our 
emergency communications operations," Wicker 
said. "Mississippians learned firsthand after 
Hurricane Katrina how Amateur Radio operators 
can provide a resilient, distributed network to first 
responders and disaster relief organizations when 
other communications tools fail."

"Amateur Radio operators provide an invaluable 
service to their communities by assisting local 
emergency communication efforts when disasters 
occur and main lines are down," Blumenthal said. 
"This bipartisan measure ensures that operators 
have access to the tools they need to support our 
first responders when lives are at stake."

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai applauded the bill in late 
January, saying that it would "help Amateur Radio 
operators, and take several steps to promote public 
safety."

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, expressed 
the League's appreciation to the Senate sponsors. 
"ARRL is grateful for the support of Senators Wicker 
and Blumenthal for sponsoring this important piece 
of legislation, and for advocating this bill for the past 
3 years," he said. "Their continuing support is critical 
to the success of our efforts." President Roderick 
also thanked Senator John Thune (R-SD), who 
chairs the Senate Commerce Committee, for 

"championing the Parity Act in the Senate since the 
beginning of our effort."

The bill has enjoyed widespread, bipartisan support. 
In the 114th Congress, nearly 130 cosponsors 
signed onto the legislation in the House and the 
Senate. The legislation, which strikes a carefully 
crafted balance for all concerned parties, is the 
result of months of work culminating in the accord 
reached by ARRL and the Community Associations 
Institute (CAI).  The measure provides for the 
guarantee of an effective outdoor antenna while 
protecting the aesthetic concerns of HOAs.

In a statement, ARRL said it looks forward to working 
with the bipartisan leadership of the Senate and the 
Commerce Committee to help move the Wicker-
Blumenthal legislation through the Senate and to the 
President's desk.

ARRL President Issues Call for 
Members to Reach Out to their 
Senators to Support S. 1534

from ARRL

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, is calling 
on League members to urge their US Senators to 
support the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017, S. 
1534. ARRL has opened a RallyCongress page 
to simplify the task.

“[W]e are at a crossroad in our efforts to obtain 
passage of The Amateur Radio Parity Act,” 
Roderick said. He said the campaign to secure 
passage of the bill scored a major victory earlier 
this year when H.R. 555 passed unanimously in 
the US House of Representatives. Obtaining 
passage of the companion Senate bill, S. 1534, 
is the final legislative hurdle.

“Now is the time for all hams to get involved in the 
process!” Roderick said. “Many of you already 
live in deed-restricted communities, and that 
number grows daily.”

He urged radio amateurs now restricted by a 
Homeowners Association from installing 
effective outdoor antennas to visi t  the 
RallyCongress site and e-mail their two US 
Senators. He also encouraged those not now 

Continued on next page
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ARRL sanctioned 

FARC Classic Hamfest

Saturday, 6 January

NEW LOCATION!
Robinhood Road Baptist Church

5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106

7am until Noon.

See W4NC.com for additional details.

$5 at the entrance to parking 

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be 

145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz. 

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area. 
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affected by deed covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions (CC&Rs) to support their fellow radio 
amateurs by doing the same.

“If you want to help create an opportunity — not 
available before now — for Amateurs who live in 
deed restricted communities to install effective 
outdoor antennas on property that they own or 
lease, send these e-mails today!” Roderick said. 
“We need you to reach out to your Senators 
today.  Right away.”

S. 1534 was introduced in the US Senate on July 
12, marking another step forward for this 
landmark legislation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-
MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) are the 
Senate sponsors. The measure will, for the first 
time, guarantee all radio amateurs living in deed-
restr ic ted communit ies governed by a 
Homeowners Association (HOA) or subject to 
any private land-use regulations, the right to 
erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at 
their homes, while protecting the aesthetic 
concerns of HOAs.

Upcoming Programs
Geoff,  KK4MOV

FARC Vice-President

November 13--Our planned program had to cancel 
because of work schedules - we will have “Amateur 
Night”.  We will be looking for program suggestions 
for upcoming meetings so bring your ideas.

December 11- Annual Dinner meeting at Mi Pueblo 
on 644 Stratford Road.  Arrive 6 PM Dinner 6:30-ish 
and meeting starts around 7:20.

January 8- Homebrew Show-&-Tell.  Build 
something.  Bring it.  Show it!  Receive praise and 
adulation!

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second 
Monday night at the Red Cross Building on 
Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM 
(7:29:56.5 PM this month!).   FCC testing is usually 
available, please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15 
PM.  

The FARC Business Meeting is on the Third 
Monday of the month at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd 
just west of Hanes Mall Blvd.  The meeting starts 
around 7:30 pm.  (We usually arrive a little earlier 
and order dinner.)  All are welcome.

WINSTON-SALEM HAMFEST

Saturday, January 6, 2018
The Winston-Salem Summer Hamfest (usually June) date and location yet to be determined.

November, 2017

Help Needed on NC Senate 
Bill 364 and NC House Bill 
831 - The Brian Garlock Act

Both bills will ban the use any communiation 
device while operating a motor vehicle in North 
Carolina and will have a negative impact on the 
ab i l i t y  o f  amateur  rad io  opera to rs  to 
communicate during emergency operations and 
in assisting in public events such as the Tour to 
Tanglewood. Letters are needed to be sent to 
your local North Carolina State Senate and 
House leaders and to Governor Cooper asking 
for amateur radio operators to be exempt from 
the final bill signed by the Governor. Several 
states have passed similar bills and later have 
passed a revised bill exempting amateur radio 
operators from the prohibition. Sample letters to 
both Senate and House leaders can be 
downloaded below in both text and MS Word doc 
format from the Legislative Info link on the W4NC 
website. A suitable letter to Governor Cooper can 
be created with only a few minor changes to 
either letter. 



Calendar of Upcoming 
Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, 
etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and 
putting this together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL 
Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a 
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe 
<dot> com.  With your help I can make this a more useful list including events in NC, 
GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

TRIAD AREA AND NEARBY EVENTS:

November 11:  Beachfest 2017, Conway, 
SC, Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, 
http://www.w4gs.org

January 6:  Winston-Salem Hamfest at our 
new location.  See page 1 for details.

Feb 3, 2018: South Carolina State 
Convention (Charleston Hamfest), North 
Charleston, SC,  Charleston Amateur Radio 
Society, http://wa4usn.org

March 31, 2018:  North Carolina State 
Convention (Raleigh Hamfest), Raleigh, 
NC, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
http://rars.org/hamfest

SPECIAL EVENTS

N E A R B Y  H A M  C L U B S  A N D 
MEETINGS:
Please see  for more www.w4nc.com
up-to-date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, 
September and December.  See the website for 
details.  Locations varies.  ALL members and guests 
are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is 
encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 

Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each 
Saturday morning.   The next Piedmont Chapter 
126 meeting will be held on Saturday, September 9, 
2017 at the Bestfood Cafeteria in Siler City, NC. ALL 
members and guests are welcome! Wearing your 
ham badge is encouraged. Directions: The Best 
Food Cafeteria is at 220 East 11th Street, Siler City, 
NC, telephone number is 919-742-2475 and located 
on Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West of the 
intersection with Highway 421, and right across the 
street from Marsh Auto Parts.  When: Plan to arrive 
at 11:30 AM to socialize, dinner at 12 noon, business 
and program at about 12:45 PM. Board members 
are requested to arrive at 11 AM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association:  Meets for 
Dinner (optional) at 6:00pm and the business 
meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at 
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. 
Fo r  more  i n fo  on  each  mee t i ng ,  check 
http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club:  
This may not be accurate.  Last info I had was from 
Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active, but 
basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a 
few HF guys and that is it.  Maybe 6-10 members at 
this point?”  Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last 
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic 
Lodge located at 3229 Ray T Moore Rd. Yadkinville, 
NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to 
this meeting. The club gained several new members 
on Field Day and also had a new Ham get their ticket 
on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at> 
yahoo <dot> com

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio 
Amateurs meet at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC 
in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
General Meeting on second Tuesday of each 
month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011 
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  Time: People 
begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially begins 
at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner 
on the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS 
dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at 
Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 
27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  FCC 
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Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings 
start at 7:30 PM with a program on various ham 
related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at 
the Rowan County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 
Julian Road.  Monthly meetings usually begin at 
7:00 PM local time, except for the July and 
December meetings which are “dinner” meetings 
and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 
6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may include equipment 
demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just 
open discussions on radio. We look forward to 
s e e i n g  y o u  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .  
http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Business Meeting. Open to all FARC members 
and interested visitors.  We meet at Hams 
Restaurant (how appropriate!) located in Thruway 
Lower Mall starting at 7PM.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society 
usually held at Tex & Shirley's Restaurant in the 
Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 
PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at 
http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio 
Association Eat at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 
7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 
6108 West Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio 
Club, Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first 
Saturday of each month at the Denny's in 
Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill Drive (map it). For more 
details see:  http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio 
Society SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  
Usually meets in Cary.   Spread the word. See 
website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club 
meeting is ? ; the meeting will be held at TCRH. 
Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are 
held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, 
V A  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  a n n o u n c e d .  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com
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January Auction of Donated 
Ham Gear

A local ham has recently made a generous 
donation of amateur radio gear to the club. 
Included are new and used pieces. The 
board has decided to place these items up 
for quick auction at our January club 
meeting prior to the Annual Show-&-Tell 
Program. The list of equipment with starting 
bid is below.  Bring cash!  After the meeting 
any unpurchased items will be sold online.  
All equipment is sold as is with no warranty 
implied.

ICOM IC-751 HF Transceiver - USED - $250
ICOM PS-20 Power Supply 110 volt- USED -$50
ICOM IC-211 2m Xceiver-USED- *Has a tuning problem, maybe 
the offset?- check 110 OR 220 setup    $100
ICOM IC-2A 2m handheld -USED- Battery pack is old, and not 
holding charge.   $5
ICOM IC-AT500 Tuner – NEW- check 110 or 220V    $500
ICOM IC-2KL Linear -NEW- check 110or 220v   $1000
ICOM IC-EX1  Extension Terminal- NEW-  $20
ICOM IC-RM2 Remote Controller- NEW-  $20
ICOM IC-HP1 Headphones  -USED- $5
ICOM IC-SM5 Microphone – USED-  $20
KENWOOD  SW-2000 PWR & SWR Meter – USED-    $60
DIAWA  CNW-419 Tuner -USED-    $60
DIAWA   LA-2030 2m booster  -NEW-  $20
DIAWA   CS-201 Coax Switch – NEW-  $5
DIAWA   CNW-917 2m & 6m Tuner -USED- $20
DIAWA  DA-200 2m mobile Antenna – NEW- $10
AEA   232MBX  PAKRATT TNC – NEW-  $20
TONO  2m-906 VHF Linear- NEW- $20
JIL  SX200 Scanning Receiver -NEW- **Looks like a condenser 
has leaked at back?  $20
FC500 Frequency Meter  - NEW-   $20
SAGANT  MT-240X Multi-antenna system 10-80m – NEW- $40
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
General Club Meeting -  09 October 2017

by  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 09 October  2017 
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red 
Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order by 
President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 1930 hours. David 
welcomed all attendees, approximately 42, for coming out 
this evening, and invited each to introduce themselves. 

2. Treasurers Report:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE, gave the 
treasurer’s report.  
� The current bank balance: $ 3,576.24 with nothing 
outstanding.
� Kent passed out several name tags that he had 
been unable to distribute. The remaining tags that are ready 
to be picked up are with the secretary. These are KK4TUW, 
KM4ECV, KM4UPM, KX4CS, N3MDC, NC4RT and 
WN4OFT.

3. ARES Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, reported the latest 
local ARES news:
� Tour to Tanglewood: Harlan reminded volunteers 
who had participated in the Bike MS event but had not 
picked up their shirts that he still had their Bike MS shirts.
� Net Control Training: Net Control Station Training at 
the Red Cross building on October 14 from 9 AM to 11 AM. 
No sign up is necessary, and you do not need to have 
completed any of the ICS classes to attend this training. 
Bring your handheld. Watch w4nc.com/ARES.htm for any 
updates to training info.
� ICS Courses: Friday, November 10 from 5:30pm-
9pm local time, ICS 700 and 800 will be taught, and 
Saturday, November 11 from 9am-5pm local time, ICS 100 
and 200 will be taught. You must be signed up in TERMS to 
take the courses. Again, check the club website for training 
info.
� When you register for the class in TERMS, you 
should get an initial email stating that you are waitlisted, then 
a second saying that you have been accepted in the course. 
If you have problems getting through TERMS, get with 
Harlan (ares@w4nc.com) and he will walk you through it.

4. CERT Class: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC, announced that 
for those who are interested and who are not attending the 
Net Controller training on Saturday, there will be a CERT 
class here in Forsyth County  Friday through Sunday, 
October 13-15. Info is available on the club website: 
http://www.w4nc.com/images/CERT.jpg

5. Riley Hollingsworth K4ZDH: Terry Brown, AK4D, reported 
that he had spoken with Riley earlier that day and he wanted 
to let us know that he is thinking about us and wants to come 
down and visit - maybe for the December meeting. Riley was 
the former FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement.

6. November Program: Geoff Rudy, KK4MOV, announced 
next month’s meeting presenter will be David McDonald 

N5WNB. The presentation will either be about his time in 
Antarctica or his time at the Very Large Array (VLA) in New 
Mexico.

7. Announcements: Don Edwards, WS4NC, had several 
announcements:
� W4RJR-SK - Spencer (Bud) Blackburn passed 
away October 5, 2017 from an aggressive form of lung 
cancer. The obituary was not out yet, but the family was to 
have a reception at Hayworth-Miller from 1 to 2 on Friday; 
service is probably 2 to 3 with interment at Parklawn on 
Peters Creek Parkway. It will be a full military funeral; Bud 
served many years in the Navy.
� KG4FNN-SK - Harrison “Brownie” Joyner passed 
on September 27, 2017. Services were held on October 5, 
2017. Brownie came to a lot of meetings, was a good guy, 
and we miss him. There is more info in the October 2017 
club newsletter.
� Equipment Donations - the club received a large 
donation of older, high quality gear. One amplifier, probably 
twenty years old, is still in its unopened original box. This 
equipment will be auctioned off at the January meeting; 
some of the equipment will have minimum bids.

8. Nominating Committee Report: Don Edwards, WS4NC 
reported that the nominating committee met and elected 
him Chairman. The committee members consisted of 
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, Ron Gregoire W4UDB, Don 
Edwards WS4NC, Steve Patterson WA3RTC, and Harold 
Richardson N4HER. The current officers, per the bylaws, 
can serve up to two years. As they have all agreed to serve 
an additional year, the current slate of nominees is the 
current board: President, David Shoaf KC4X; Vice-
President, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV; Treasurer, Kent Englebert 
K4HKE; and Secretary, Jim Register KV4SJ.

Van Key KC4WSK, moved that we accept the nominees as 
the board for next year. John Kippe K1PPE, seconded the 
motion. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. Don 
announced that we have selected the victims for the next 
year...

9. VE report:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported we had 
eight VEs and five examinees. He asked the folks that 
passed tonight to standVEs to stand and recognized them 
for their support to the hobby. Dale congratulated the 
candidates that successfully passed their exam and asked 
them to stand. The successful candidates are KN4GKX Burl 
Hammock (T), KN4GKY Pedro Tomas (T), KM4DWH 
Jerome Metz (G) and KM4DWI Sheryl Metz (G).

10. Repeater report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported that 
all three repeaters are up and running.
� The 444.275 machine still has the issue of about a 
four-mile range on receive, but transmit is working 
wonderfully. 
� The .47 machine is working fine except for 
occasional folks keying it up without identifying. If you hear 
that, please ask them if maybe they are having trouble with 
their audio, and encourage them to identify. The FCC has 
been in the area and if they catch them it will be a fine.
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11. Happy Birthday to Charlie W4TMR: Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL presented Charlie with a card. The front said “Holy 
smokes, is that a forest fire?” The inside said “No, that’s just 
Charlie’s birthday candles.”

12. Presentation - The Evolution of Ham Radio from the 
Narrow Perspective of Charlie Kluttz, W4TMR: 
After a conversation with a fellow who had just upgraded 
from Technician to General and about how he was going to 
get on the air on the HF bands, Charlie began to reflect on 
the first license test he ever took and how ham radio has 
changed over the years. That sounded like a good club 
program, so here we are.

Charlie gave an entertaining presentation covering the 
three license classes, what the test he took for the Class B 
license was like, how you got components, and how you 
built your transmitters.

The test for the Class B license was rigorous: First, you had 
to copy one solid minute of 13 wpm code correctly. The 
examiner would grade that while you waited nervously. If 
you passed, he would call you down to send 13 wpm code 
from a sheet of paper he would provide. When he was 
satisfied, he would say that’s good enough and hand you the 
written test.

The test was essentially essay - there were no multiple-
choice questions. The first question showed a schematic 
with a resistor matrix and a battery. You had to answer 
questions about currents through, voltages across, and 
power dissipated by various components in the circuit, 
showing all work. Then there were several schematics to 
draw, and a circuit to design, including parts list and 
component values, again showing all work. Upon turning in 
your paper, the examiner quizzed you on the circuit you 
designed.

On the license test, Charlie’s design problem was to build a 
500 watt, dual triode power amplifier for 20 meters. As luck 
would have it, the club where Charlie was studying for his 
license had recently built a set of five hundred watt power 
amplifiers for 80 meters, and Charlie had volunteered to 
help the fellow building the RF deck. Charlie answered all 
the questions, and the examiner said “OK”. Charlie asked 
“Well, did I pass?” The examiner looked up at him still 
without cracking a smile and said, “We’ll let you know...” 
After seven weeks of Charlie’s mom answering, “No, 
nothing for you in the mail today”, Charlie finally received his 
license.

Components were salvaged from damaged TVs, WWII 
surplus, etc. Surplus crystals were taken apart and lapped 
to bring them up into the ham bands. (Stable signals were 
using crystals - those using VFOs had to be chased up and 
down the band...) 

Charlie took apart an FT-243 crystal holder and described 
how he would lap the crystal with Comet, Dutch Cleanser, or 

similar. To check the actual crystal frequency, you would 
plug it into an oscillator, find it with a receiver, and then use a 
BC-221 frequency meter to zero beat against the oscillator 
signal.

Charlie then spoke a bit about how he and a friend got on the 
2 meter band in 1955. They started by building down-
converters so they could hear the 2-meter signal on their 10-
meter receivers. Crystals for 144 megacycles were unheard 
of, so for the transmitter, they started with an 8 megacycle 
oscillator, doubled the output to 16, tripled that to 48, and 
tripled again to 144, and then amplified. Doublers could 
triple and triplers could double, so they had to have a way to 
measure the final frequency.

Lecher wires provided the answer. Lecher wires are 
essentially an open transmission line, and you use a neon 
lamp or some other kind of signal detector to detect the 
signal peaks or nulls in the standing waves. The distance 
between nulls is a half wavelength. Charlie warned that 
modern day transmitters won’t survive the high SWR 
involved in using Lecher wires to measure frequency - the 
tubes they used survive ok.

BC-221 Links:
http://radionerds.com/index.php/BC-221
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iZy41OfGHM
http://hanssummers.com/bc221t.html
http://www.w7ekb.com/glowbugs/Military/BC221pages.ht
ml

Lecher Line links:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lecher_lines
http://www.eham.net/articles/18584
http://www.instructables.com/id/Frequency-measurement-
by-Lecher-Line/
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Business Meeting 

Meeting Date: 3rd Mondays, eating at 6:30pm, 
meeting starting at 7:30pm 

Meeting Location: Sixty Six Pizzeria located at 3440 
Frontis St, Winston-Salem, NC

The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club has a business 
meeting each month to discuss and plan for 
upcoming club events. Attendees who will be eating 
normally get there about 6:30pm and the business 
meeting starts at 7:30pm. 

The business meeting is an open meeting and all club 
members are welcome to attend. Topics covered 
include club equipment needs, hamfests, meeting 
topics, repeater updates, ARES reports and much 
more. Please feel free to attend!!
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Thank you letter from Boy Scouts

Thanks to the FARC and the work that they do with the Boy 
Scouts.

Mr. Bill, N2COP forwarded me your newsletter and the 
information about Boy Scouts that was provided by Mr. Geoff 
KK4MOV was very nice to see.
 
I have taught the Radio Merit Badge to over 200 Scouts and 
love seeing the boys interested in radio.   The links he 
provided were are very helpful.

I have met with Mr. Jim K5ND, the Scout leader that is 
responsible for K2BSA.  They have had a very nice exhibit at 
the National Jamboree, something I have had the good
fortune to be able to visit the last four national Jamborees.
 
If I can be of assistance please let me know.

Please remember that the Boy Scouts requires “two deep 
leadership” or the presence of two adults at all times during 
events.  The second adult does not have to be a Scout 
leader or radio operator.
 
Thanks for your work with Scouting and Amateur Radio.
 
  73,
  K. Dave Price, K4KDP
  Boy Scout Troop 258 Chaplain
  orhunta District Committee Member
  Trustee, Tuscarora Radio Club. KT4BSA
  ARRL North Carolina Section Youth       
Coordinator - Scouting

[Ed. Note:  This should have ran in the September Newsletter 
but I overlooked it in the rush, my bad.  FARC is proud to 
support Scouting, Geoff Rudy, KK4MOV, is our prime contact 
for Scouting and the Radio Merit Badge.  The Jamboree on the 
Air turned 60 years old this year.  Happy Birthday and best 
wishes for at least another 60 years!]
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Freck Radio Supply
Tenny Freck - W4WL

by Don, WS4NC

Step into the Waybac Machine, Mr. Peabody and we’ll 
look back at another piece of NC Ham history.  Freck 
Radio Supply went into business in the 1920s.  Besides 
selling radios to the public they were also one of the big 
ham supply houses on the east coast.  I had heard of 
them in the 1960s and 1970s, but Asheville was a bit too 

far so I never made it to see the store.   I wish I had.  I’m 
not sure when they finally called it quits but it may have 
been in the mid-to-late seventies.  Sadly, I can’t seem to 
find much out about them today.

There was a Tennyson Thane Freck, 4PE, on 16 (or 17?) 
Cherry St, Asheville, NC listed in the June 30, 1924 list of 
Amateur Radio Stations in the Department of 
Commerence Callbook.  He is listed as running 50 watts.  

The first picture is from the late 1970s and is courtesy of 
Pack Memorial Public Library in Asheville.  The second 
photograph is from a book “Asheville and Western North 
Carolina in WW2” by  Reid Chapman and Deborah Miles 
and shows Freck Radio on the right side just past 
Sterchi’’s Furniture Store (yes it’s a little hard to see).  At 

Picture from arrl.org

Next month we will have an article on GirlScouts and Girls on 
the Greenway.



Minutes of the Board of Directors of the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club - 16 October 2017

by  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of 
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, 
was held on Monday, 16 October 2017 at Sixty Six Pizzeria, 
3440 Frontis St, Winston Salem.  The meeting was called to 
order by FARC President David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1930 
hours, welcoming all meeting attendees. 

2.  Meeting Attendees:  The 18 meeting attendees were 
Harlan Cobert-W1HRC, Steve Patterson-WA3RTC, David 
Shoaf-KC4X, Terry Brown-AK4D, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, 
Kent Englebert-K4HKE, John Kippe-K1PPE, Harold 
Richardson-N4HER, Michael  Pope K4OLDSam 
Poindexter-NI4TG, Ron Gregoire-W4UDB, Jim Register-
KV4SJ, Don Edwards-WS4NC, Pedro Tomas-KN4GKY, 
Gaff Pearce-W4GYP, and Jerry Minor-K4GW.

3. CQWW SSB Contest: Reviewed plans to support using 
the club station for the CQWW contest. It did not make the 
newsletter; there will be a separate email sent out asking for 
interested members. This will be October 28 and 29, 
starting at 0000 UTC Saturday and ending 2359 UTC 
Sunday. That works out to be 8:00 pm EDT Friday, Oct 27 
until 7:59 pm EDT Sunday, Oct 29. If we have anyone 
interested, Henry, W2DZO, will open the building Friday; 

Don, WS4NC, will open Saturday. Don plans to operate 
15M Saturday afternoon between 3 and 6pm.

4. Corporate Stamp: A corporate stamp has been ordered 
for $34.11 and is on its way.

5. Donated Equipment: Henry did an inventory with 
suggested minimum bids. Don will provide that to Terry to 
put up on the website. The auction will be at the January 
meeting.

6. Bylaws Committee: The work of the committee is 
progressing. We are comparing notes and attempting to 
simplify the bylaws and make them read the way we are 
doing business now. 

7. Computer for YouTube streaming: Have not heard back 
from the refurb machine vendor on availability of a suitable 
machine.

8. ARES®: Harlan reported we had 17 people participate in 
the EMCOMM Net Control Station class on Saturday. Our 
newest ham, Pedro Tomas, KN4GKY, served as one of the 
net controllers - his second time on the air, and did an 
outstanding job. The Thursday ARES® net is averaging 24 
check-ins, putting us at one of the highest average check-
ins in the state. This Thursday, we will declare the .47 
repeater down and switch to the .64 repeater. All who are 
available, please check in. This will help give us a coverage 
map.

Discussion about getting digital network for emergency 
services. Paul N4VOA is looking into it for Harlan. Jerry, 
K4GW mentioned the PiGate emergency email gateway 
that they are using in Puerto Rico.

http://www.pigate.net/

Harlan has been asked to speak with the Triad Baptist 
Church Amateur Radio Club in Kernersville, as they want to 
become part of ARES® and support Kernersville. This will 
be in January.

The EOC is about half-way through putting in the coax for 
the antennas.

The ICS courses are still set up for next month. You must be 
registered for them in TERMS. When registering, the 
Discipline field is required; select Amateur Radio.

Link:
https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/logon.do
http://w4nc.com/ARES.htm

Note: ARES® and Amateur Radio Emergency Service® 
are registered trademarks of the ARRL, and must always 
be used with the ® symbol. Found that looking at a sample 
club constitution put out by the ARRL. [KV4SJ]

9. Equipment Inventory: David, KC4X, asked if we have a 
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least one Asheville young man from the 1940s, Kyle 
Morgan, converted his experience from working at 
Freck’s into a radio repairman’s job in WW2.  No 
information on whether he became a ham or not.

There was another large ham store in North Carolina, 
Dalton-Hege Radio Supply in Winston-Salem.  Dalton-
Hege was sold to Electronic Distributors in the mid 
1960s.  Both stores sold Collins, Drake, Galaxy, 
Kenwood, Signal One and other ham gear.  Ah, it was 
another world.  I’ll have an article on Dalton-Hege in a 
future Newsletter.  The QSL card was provided to me by 
Dave Rawley, N4XO.

https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/logon.do
http://w4nc.com/ARES.htm


current equipment inventory. Kent, K4HKE, had checked 
with Henry, WB9SZO, when the insurance came due in July, 
and was told at that time that the inventory list was up to 
date.

10. Dual-band rig for the EOC: Harlan, W1HRC, asked and 
was told we do not have a dual-band rig we could use at the 
EOC. We discussed purchasing a suitable rig and power 
supply. Moved, seconded and approved $400.00 to buy 
Yaesu FT-7900R 144-440 rig, power supply, and rack 
mounting bracket. Don will make up the difference to buy a 
go-box for it to live in.

11. 2m rig at WXII: We have a 2m rig at WXII, originally for 
passing radar info out to hams and relaying info from 
Skywarn to the station. The coax terminates under the floor 
of the cubicle where the rig is. Lanie Pope is aware of the 
rig’s presence. Harlan, W1HRC, will follow up with Lanie 
and go verify the station is in good working order. We can’t 
call it Skywarn, but may call it the weather net or ARES® 
Weather Net. 

12. Science Net on 145.47 repeater: Steve Patterson, 
WA3RTC, brought up the weekly science net for which Neil 
Fishman, KM4HCW, had requested a repeater time slot. We 
had discussed this at the March 2017 business meeting. 
The science net was approved in principle at that time, but 
Neil became ill before we could actually come up with a 
specific time slot and the project was put on hold. We still 
need to come up with a time slot. Monday would conflict with 
the club and business meetings; Tuesday would conflict 
with the Science/project meeting; Thursday would conflict 
with the ARES® net.

Quoting from the March minutes:
“3. Requests for Repeater use:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, 
indicated that Neil Fishman, KM4HCW, has asked about 
starting a science net on the club repeater. Discussion 
covered available dates and times, and ground rules 
regarding keeping discussions friendly and avoiding drifting 
into political discussions, rancor and pseudo-science, with 
the proviso that we did not want to censor the potential 
topics.

John Kippe, K1PPE, moved to allow use of the repeater on a 
temporary basis with the guidelines that we have set forth. 
The motion was seconded and approved. Dale volunteered 
to write up some basic guidelines. Harold Richardson, 
N4HER, suggested that the guidelines should be posted on 
the website for any nets that might want to use the repeater.”

Minutes of the March meeting are on page 12 in the 
May/June newsletter, linked below:
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2017m05-
06.pdf

13.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made, seconded and meeting was adjourned at 2018 
hours.
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W4NC Web Page

If you haven’t been to the FARC’s web page lately - really you 
need to go see it.  Terry, AK4D, has put an amazing amount of 
work into making this a beautiful, and very useful, website.  
Please go check it out - www.w4nc.com

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to all who contributed 
to this month’s Newsletter, 
especially Jim Register for 
the Minutes - that represents 
a lot of effort and we really 
appreciate it.

I have a bit of very sad news 
to report.  Pedro, KN4GKY, a 
n e w  h a m  a n d  F A R C 
member, who works for me 

had a stunning loss this Sunday.  His aunt, 
Josephine, and his four cousins were in a tragic car 
wreck.  Josephine, 9 year-old Ivan and 17-year old 
Emily were killed instantly.  15-year old Christian 
and 19-year old Leslie are both in critical condition.  
Christian has severely broken bones in his legs - 
Leslie’s condition is still critical and uncertain and 
both are in critical condition as I write this about 36 
hours after the accident. There were seven 
passengers in the car.  Three were transported by 
he l icopter.   The acc ident  happened in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee as they were traveling to 
see family in Alabama.  I have known Emily and 
Leslie since they were very small and Ivan and 
Christian since they were born.  All of them are my 
adopted nieces and nephews.  This was a single 
car accident and we don’t know exactly what 
happened beyond the car suddenly swerved to the 
left and rolled over multiple times and into the other 
lane of traffic and ended upside down in the 
breakdown lane on the opposite side of the road.  I 
am stunned and troubled beyond words, my 
prayers and thoughts go out to the entire extended 

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2017m05-06.pdf
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2017m05-06.pdf
http://www.w4nc.com
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