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DECEMBER MEETING

We have a new location!

This year our December Dinner Meeting will be on
the SECOND Monday of December at Mi Pueblo,
644 Stratford Rd. We have the entire front meeting
room and it is larger than the older room at River
Ridge Tap House. We will meet starting at 6:00 PM
and we plan to eat dinner around 6:30. Bring the
family. Above Jerry and David are checking out the
room and the hat back in August.

# Call Score | Cat. | QSOs | Power Mult | GOTACall | Section | Participants Club
1 W4NC | 13,494 | 9A 3,559 2 W4s NC 62 Forsyth ARC!

2 K8UO | 7,870 9A 1,876 2 Mi 42 Utica Shelby
EmComm

Assn

3 | WBERE| 2436 | 9A | 362 2 WOWLL | SV 52 Stanislaus

ARA

FARC Rocks Field Day!

How does #1 in the US sound for our category (9A)? Our
overall score in all categories was 21st in the US. Not
bad. We had 3559 QSOs, many on CW, with a score of
13,494. More details on pages 17 and 18. Congrats to
the Durham guys for an outstanding job also.

Auction of Gear at the January Meeting!

Note that the January meeting, in addition to being our
Annual Homebrew Show-&-Tell will also be an auction of
donated equipment. See the announcement and
equipment liston Page 9. Bring your checkbook!
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Local Government:
Incident Response Process

Threat
AAS

Incident

Declare a local Issue wamnings and

operations plan State of Emergency [*| evacuation notices

(EOC activation)

Request State

Activate mutual ald
and assistance
agreements

Visual 3.8

NIMS 100, 200, 700 & 800 Classes

Thanks to Forsyth County Emergency Management
and ARES we had classes to on the Incident
Command System for 100, 200, 700 and 800.
Robert Reece of Forsyth County Emergency
Management did a most outstanding job of covering
the course material, making it both relevant and fun.
More details about the classes on page 4. We hope
to hold another class in 2018.
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant
soon to be determined]. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
outweb site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2017 are:

President: David Shoaf, KC4X
Vice-President: Geoff Rudy,KK4MOV
Secretary: Jim Register, KV4SJ
Treasurer: Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: Open
Field Day Chairman: Daryl Knight, N5SWK
House Chairman: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster: Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2016-2017, All Rights Reserved,
by Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Eitherthatorthe spork.

December, 2017

FARC Newsletter

FCC Exams Report
and FARC
Membership
by, Dale Mierisch,
WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Congratulations to last
month’s new licensees
and upgrades!

DONNAGHYATT KN4AHQKT
PHILIP VAN HORN KN4HQLG
JAMES OBILLOCK KN4HQMT
RONALD KDUNN KN4RKD G
BENJAMIN WBURTON KM4RAC
TIMOTHY D BROWN KN4HQNT

If you didn’t know - you can get a free membership in
FARC just by taking your exam at an FARC FCC test
session and completing the FARC application form.
This is good for your first test and any upgrades. Mark
the form "New Ham - TestDate” Once the form is
completed, bring to the next club meeting, or please
scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as
well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday
of every month, except December, prior to the FARC
regular meeting. The normal starting time is 6:20PM.
The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum
Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via
e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your
phone number and email address. You may pre-
register or get additional information via Email to
testing(@)w4nc.com Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their
license MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing

B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be
attached to their FCC Form 605.

C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if
they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the
FARC application (usually the last page of the
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a free
Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
(FARC). Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Once
the form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or
please scan and email to me.

Continued on next page
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Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to
exam sessions. Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next
month’s exam session. A copy of your license must
accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process
for all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if
you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful
completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC

License
by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1.Goto:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UIsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Login with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the
lefthand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download”
box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your
license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet card and to display in your
station. The reference copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for
FARC to earn alittle money here. Go to the Amazon Smile
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc. Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to
FARC. It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon
Smile link —if, after you register, you forget to order through
the smile program it will usually remind you. Again it costs
you nothing more. Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3)
organizations through this program. As of 08/12/17 this
has generated $253.24 for FARC. Thanks Amazon and
thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
www.smile.amazon.com
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Forsyth County

ARES
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

ARES UPDATE

It's been a very busy 2
months for the Forsyth
Country ARES Team with
three major training events.

Starting with the ECOMM Net Controller Course we
moved into the Incident Command (ICS) Courses
then into the Department of Defense Nation-wide
Exercise.

ARES Net participation is averaging 22 stations
weekly. The net meets every Thursday evening at
2030 hours (8:30 pm) on the 145.470 repeater. All
amateurs are encouraged to participate in the net
with emergency services related training conducted
each net.

Forsyth County ARES Prepares For National
Disaster

Members of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club —
ARES Team recently participated in and supported a
nationwide Department of Defense “Very Bad Day”
exercise. The exercise was based upon a natural
disaster, major solar activity, which affected the
national electrical grid and communications
systems. The purpose of these exercises is to
practice joint interoperability between amateur radio
operators and the Department of Defense and other
federal and local agencies.

During the exercise amateurs took steps to protect
their radio equipment from the damage that would
be caused by a major solar event as well as the
standby emergency power systems. This entailed
securing their equipment in homemade “Faraday”
cages; metal trash cans that had been insulated and
grounded to dissipate electrical static charges and
prevent damaging the sensitive electronics of their
radios and laptop computers. In this type of event,
unprotected electrical equipment such as
computers, radios, vehicles, phone and electrical
systems can be damaged or destroyed due to the
intense electrical static charges in the atmosphere.

Following the “duration” of the event, 17 local ARES

team members checked into the exercise net and
provided information on how they protected their
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equipment and the status of local utilities.
Information from four counties, Forsyth, Davidson,
Davie and Yadkin Counties was collected and
forwarded via the Military Affiliated Radio System
(MARS) to the Department of Defense. MARS is a
system of amateur radio operators who have been
certified to operate on DoD HF frequencies and act
as the liaison between amateur radio and the DoD.
The DoD classified the exercise as a success stating
“Mission Complete.”

ARES Members complete ECOMM Net
Controller Course

FARC-ARES Team members recently completed
the ECOMM (Emergency Communications) Net
Controller Course. The course provides ARES
members with the protocols and practical skills
needed to act as an ARES ECOMM Net Controller.
Participants learn how to establish and conduct a
directed net, handle multiple station check-ins,
efficient message traffic handling and dealing with
the potential of interference (intentional or
accidental) during the net. During the course
participants practiced acting as a net controller and
were given various situations that they had to
handle. One of our newest local amateurs Pedro —
KN4GKY took up the mic for the second time since
being licensed to act as a Net Control Station (NCS)
and did an outstanding job.

The following ARES Team members were certified
as ECOMM Net Controllers: Henry Smith — W4HHS,
Glenna Thompson — KH4PBU, Bill Thompson —
KK4ZIU, Sam Poindexter — NI4TG, Jim Register —
KV4SJ, Jim Bielski — KJ4FIN, John Canup -
KM4HVB, Ken Hoglund— KG4FGC, Bill Kennedy —
WD40OTY, Mary McClellan — KM4WPO, Bob
McClellan — W3AVB, Jim Cole — KM4QPR, Michael
Pope — K40OLD, Paul Schuh — N4VOA, Matthew
Thompson — KN4TOP, Pedro Tomas — KN4GKY,
Don Edwards — WS4NC, Steve Patterson —
WA3RTC.

The course was conducted by Forsyth County
ARES Emergency Coordinator, Harlan Cobert,
W1HRC, who said, “I am very proud of the each of
the participants. Alot of information was presented
and each participant had a great time during the
practical exercise.”
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ARES Members Complete Incident Command
System Courses

North Carolina requires personnel who may work in
Emergency Operations Centers (EOC) or
Command Posts in any capacity to have completed
the ICS Certification classes. Since Forsyth County
ARES supports the county and local municipalities
during emergency and public service events our
personnel who may work in these locations must
complete the training. Additionally, to be registered
with Emergency Management as a RACES station,
pursuantto USC Title 47 Part 97.407 Radio Amateur
Civil Emergency Service, NC Amateur radio
operators are required to complete this training.

While the ICS courses are available on-line for free
at https://training.fema.gov/is/ , Forsyth County
Emergency Management offered the courses locally
for our members. ARES members completed ICS
700, 800, 100 and 200 certifying them for EOC
operations and permitting them to be registered as
RACES stations.

The following ARES Team members completed ICS
Training: Jim Cole — KM4QPR, Ronald Dunn —
KN4RKD, Don Edwards — WS4NC, Steven lltis —
KM40OCS, Dale Miersch — WB9SZL, Steven
Miersch — KG4JWU, James Register — KV4SJ,
David Shoaf — KC4X, Scott Swain — KJ4IVX, Bill
Thompson —KK4ZIU, Pedro Tomas — KN4GKY, Ken
Worland — KW4UC, Linda Worland — KW4UD,
Glenna Thompson — KH4PBU, John Canup -

KM4HVB. Congratulationstoall
LI o el e i b - 7% .I...l.l: I
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ELECTRICAL HAZARL

Jeff, AC4YN, took this shot of an electrical sign on his trip
to Tokyo this past year.
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Winston-Salem Hamfests
New Location

Starting with the January 2018 Hamfest we will have
a new location, Robinhood Rd Baptist Church on
5422 Robinhood Road. The date is Saturday,
January 6, 2018. There is a larger indoor space
than the old Summit School location and more
parking. A “drones-eye view” is shown at right with
the spaces laid out. The building for the indoor
tables is shown in the picture below (courtesy of
Harold, NAHER). We will have tailgating just
outside the indoor building. There is very close
handicap parking and lots of general parking to the
right of the building.

We are grateful to Robinhood Road Baptist Church
for hosting us and we look forward to a great event.

As for the summer hamfest - the date has not been
chosen yet. We decided to hold a vote on the back
of the tickets sold at the January Hamfest to
determine if June or October would be a better
choice. We hope to hold the summer hamfest at the
same location. The original June date was selected
back many years ago when there was a hamfest
almost ever weekend. The June date seems to
conflict with a lot of graduations and vacations. We
started holding the January event after Elkin
stopped holding their hamfest in February, and we
used to hold an October hamfest after Greensboro
dropped theirs. Three a year were a lot for one ham
club to pull off, so we dropped back to just two. We
believe that local hamfests are a great service to the
ham community and we need more than just a

couple of big events like Raleigh, Charlotte and
Shelby that may be too far for everyone to travel. So
come out to the January hamfest and vote for the
best date for our second hamfest.

Another WANC QSL Card
by Don, WS4NC

I have been collecting old Forsyth County QSL cards
for along time. Recently | found another 1938 QSL
card that made its way to Canada and now back
home. They have been hard to find but now the
collection is in the hundreds, not just WANC but also
other Forsyth County hams.




Amateur Radio
Parity Act is
Introduced in US
Senate

From ARRL

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 was
introduced in the US Senate on July 12, marking
another step forward for this landmark legislation.
Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard
Blumenthal (D-CT) are the Senate sponsors. The
measure will, for the first time, guarantee all radio
amateurs living in deed-restricted communities
governed by a homeowner's association (HOA) or
subject to any private land use regulations, the right
to erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at
their homes. The Senate bill, S. 1534, is identical to
H.R. 555, which passed the US House of
Representatives in January.

"Amateur Radio continues to be a critical part of our
emergency communications operations," Wicker
said. "Mississippians learned firsthand after
Hurricane Katrina how Amateur Radio operators
can provide a resilient, distributed network to first
responders and disaster relief organizations when
other communications tools fail."

"Amateur Radio operators provide an invaluable
service to their communities by assisting local
emergency communication efforts when disasters
occur and main lines are down," Blumenthal said.
"This bipartisan measure ensures that operators
have access to the tools they need to support our
firstresponders when lives are at stake."

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai applauded the bill in late
January, saying that it would "help Amateur Radio
operators, and take several steps to promote public
safety."

ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, expressed
the League's appreciation to the Senate sponsors.
"ARRL is grateful for the support of Senators Wicker
and Blumenthal for sponsoring this important piece
of legislation, and for advocating this bill for the past
3 years," he said. "Their continuing support is critical
to the success of our efforts." President Roderick
also thanked Senator John Thune (R-SD), who
chairs the Senate Commerce Committee, for
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"championing the Parity Act in the Senate since the
beginning of our effort."

The bill has enjoyed widespread, bipartisan support.
In the 114th Congress, nearly 130 cosponsors
signed onto the legislation in the House and the
Senate. The legislation, which strikes a carefully
crafted balance for all concerned parties, is the
result of months of work culminating in the accord
reached by ARRL and the Community Associations
Institute (CAIl). The measure provides for the
guarantee of an effective outdoor antenna while
protecting the aesthetic concerns of HOAs.

In a statement, ARRL said it looks forward to working
with the bipartisan leadership of the Senate and the
Commerce Committee to help move the Wicker-
Blumenthal legislation through the Senate and to the
President's desk.

ARRL President Issues Call for
Members to Reach Out to their

Senators to Support S. 1534
from ARRL

ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, is calling
on League members to urge their US Senators to
support the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017, S.
1534. ARRL has opened a RallyCongress page
to simplify the task.

“[W]e are at a crossroad in our efforts to obtain
passage of The Amateur Radio Parity Act,”
Roderick said. He said the campaign to secure
passage of the bill scored a maijor victory earlier
this year when H.R. 555 passed unanimously in
the US House of Representatives. Obtaining
passage of the companion Senate bill, S. 1534,
is the final legislative hurdle.

“‘Now is the time for all hams to get involved in the
process!” Roderick said. “Many of you already
live in deed-restricted communities, and that
number grows daily.”

He urged radio amateurs now restricted by a
Homeowners Association from installing
effective outdoor antennas to visit the
RallyCongress site and e-mail their two US

Senators. He also encouraged those not now
Continued on next page
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affected by deed covenants, conditions, and
restrictions (CC&Rs) to support their fellow radio
amateurs by doing the same.

“If you want to help create an opportunity — not
available before now — for Amateurs who live in
deed restricted communities to install effective
outdoor antennas on property that they own or
lease, send these e-mails today!” Roderick said.
“We need you to reach out to your Senators
today. Rightaway.”

S. 1534 was introduced in the US Senate on July
12, marking another step forward for this
landmark legislation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-
MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) are the
Senate sponsors. The measure will, for the first
time, guarantee all radio amateurs living in deed-
restricted communities governed by a
Homeowners Association (HOA) or subject to
any private land-use regulations, the right to
erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at
their homes, while protecting the aesthetic
concerns of HOAs.

Help Needed on NC Senate
Bill 364 and NC House Bill
831 - The Brian Garlock Act

Both bills will ban the use any communiation
device while operating a motor vehicle in North
Carolina and will have a negative impact on the
ability of amateur radio operators to
communicate during emergency operations and
in assisting in public events such as the Tour to
Tanglewood. Letters are needed to be sent to
your local North Carolina State Senate and
House leaders and to Governor Cooper asking
for amateur radio operators to be exempt from
the final bill signed by the Governor. Several
states have passed similar bills and later have
passed a revised bill exempting amateur radio
operators from the prohibition. Sample letters to
both Senate and House leaders can be
downloaded below in both text and MS Word doc
format from the Legislative Info link on the W4ANC
website. A suitable letter to Governor Cooper can
be created with only a few minor changes to
either letter.
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Status Report:
The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 - S. 1534 is alive, but
with legislative action slowed to a glacial pace on Capitol Hill in
recent months, there's been no real progress to report since
this past summer. At present, the bill is under consideration by
the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and it remains an active concern for ARRL.
The League is working diligently to shake the bill loose and
move it forward.

While it may appear that time is short, S. 1534 does not need to
pass the Senate by year's end. The bill remains in play until the
current session of Congress adjourns, which doesn't happen
until December 31, 2018. Once the bill has been passed by
both chambers, the FCC would still have to implement its
essence in the Part 97 Amateur Servicerules.

Introduced on July 12, S. 1534 marked another step forward
for the landmark legislation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS)
and Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) sponsored the bill in the
Senate. The US House version of the legislation, HR 555,
passed the House of Representatives by unanimous consent
lastJanuary.

Upcoming Programs
Geoff, KK4MOV
FARC Vice-President

December 11- Annual Dinner meeting at Mi Pueblo
on 644 Stratford Road. Arrive 6 PM Dinner 6:30-ish
and meeting starts around 7:20.

January 8- Homebrew Show-&-Tell. Build
something. Bring it. Show it! Receive praise and
adulation!

The main FARC meeting nightis always the Second
Monday night at the Red Cross Building on
Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM
(7:29:56.5 PM this month!). FCC testing is usually
available, please preregister at info <at>w4nc <dot>
com. Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15
PM.

The FARC Business Meeting is on the Third
Monday of the month at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd
just west of Hanes Mall Blvd. The meeting starts
around 7:30 pm. (We usually arrive a little earlier
and orderdinner.) All are welcome.

THERE WILL BE NO BUSINESS MEETING IN
DECEMBER.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham

Events
Hamfests, Special Events,

Contests, Club meetings, etc.
By Don WS4NC

[Ed. Note: Newly updated. There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this
together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks
Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a correction or something that should be here
please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. With your help | can make this a more useful list
including eventsinNC, GA, VA, SCand TN.] *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

TRIAD AREA AND NEARBY EVENTS:

01/06/2018 Winston-Salem FirstFest, Winston-Salem,
NC, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
http://www.w4nc.com/

01/13/2018 Greenwood ARS Hamfest, James
Medford Center, Piedmont Technical College,
Greenwood, SC, , Greenwood Amateur Radio Society,
http://www.w4gwd.org

02/03/2018 South Carolina State Convention
(Charleston Hamfest), Armory Park Community
Center, North Charleston, SC, Charleston Amateur
Radio Society,

http://wadusn.org

02/03/2018 Virginia State Convention (Frostfest),
Richmond Raceway Complex, Richmond, VA,
Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society,
http://frostfest.com

03/09/2018 North Carolina Section Convention
(Charlotte Hamfest), Cabarrus Arena and Events
Center, Concord, NC, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio
Society,

http://charlottehamfest.org

03/18/2018 Winterfest 2018, Richard J. Ernst
Community Cultural Center, NOVA Annandale
Campus, , Annandale, VA, Vienna Wireless Society,
http://viennawireless.net/wp/events/winterfest/

03/24/2018 Charleston WV Hamfest and Computer
Show, Charleston Civic Center, Charleston, WV,
Charleston Hamfest Committee, http://www.w8gk.org/

03/31/2018 North Carolina State Convention (Raleigh
Hamfest), Jim Graham Building

Raleigh, NC, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society,
http://rars.org/hamfest

05/05/2018 59th Blue Ridge ARS Upstate SC
Hamfest, , Spartanburg, SC, Blue Ridge Amateur
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Radio Society, http://brars.cc

06/03/2018 W40OVH Manassas Hamfest, Prince
William County Fairgrounds, , Manassas, VA, Ole
Virginia Hams ARC,
http://manassashamfest.org/index.htmi

07/07/2018 33rd Annual 2018 Firecracker Hamfest,
Salisbury Civic Center, Salisbury, NC, Rowan Amateur
Radio Society, http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-
hamfest/

07/21/2018 Mid-Summer Swapfest, Ritter Park, Cary,
NC, Cary Amateur Radio Club
http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/

08/24/2018 West Virginia State Convention, WVU
Convention Center, Jackson's Mill, , Weston, WV,
West Virginia State Amateur Radio Council,
http://gsl.net/wvsarc/

08/31/2018 Roanoke Division Convention (Shelby
Hamfest), Cleveland County Fairgrounds, Shelby, NC,
Shelby Amateur Radio Club, http://shelbyhamfest.org

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-
date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September
and December. See the website for details. Locations varies.
ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham
badge is encouraged. Always a good program. QCWA
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday
morning. The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held
on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at the Bestfood Cafeteria in
Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing
your ham badge is encouraged. Directions: The Best Food
Cafeteria is at 220 East 11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone
number is 919-742-2475 and located on Highway 64 about 1.9
miles West of the intersection with Highway 421, and right
across the street from Marsh Auto Parts. When: Plan to arrive
at 11:30 AM to socialize, dinner at 12 noon, business and
program at about 12:45 PM. Board members are requested to
arrive at 11 AM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: Meets for Dinner
(optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting and program at
7:00pm. We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec
Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, check
http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: This may
not be accurate. Last info | had was from Kris, KB4MB that
“they are ‘slightly’ active, but basically there is a small group of
2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it. Maybe 6-10
members at this point?” Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located
at 3229 Ray T Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We
will be looking forward to this meeting. The club gained several
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new members on Field Day and also had a new Ham get their
ticket on Field Days.” Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at> yahoo
<dot>com

2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General
Meeting on second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially
begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner
begins at 6:30 PM. Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red
Cross Building on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers
starting at 6:20 PM (please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot>
com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a program on various
ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan
County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly
meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the
July and December meetings which are “dinner” meetings and
thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies,
guest speakers, or just open discussions on radio. We look
forward to seeing you at the next meeting.
http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business
Meeting. Open to all FARC members and interested visitors.
We meet at Hams Restaurant (how appropriate!) located in
Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.

3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society usually held at
Tex & Shirley's Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on
Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet. Verify the
dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat
at6:30pm and the meetingis at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood
& Steakhouse, 6108 West Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?): Tri-County Amateur Radio Club,
Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each
month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill Drive (map
it). For more details see: http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually
meetsin Cary. Spreadthe word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meeting is 7 ; the
meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test
Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin County Regional
Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com
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January Auction of Donated
Ham Gear

A local ham has recently made a generous
donation of amateur radio gear to the club.
Included are new and used pieces. The
board has decided to place these items up
for quick auction at our January club
meeting prior to the Annual Show-&-Tell
Program. The list of equipment with starting
bid is below. Bring cash! After the meeting
any unpurchased items will be sold online.
All equipment is sold as is with no warranty
implied.

ICOM IC-751 HF Transceiver - USED - $250

ICOM PS-20 Power Supply 110 volt- USED -$50

ICOM IC-211 2m Xceiver-USED- *Has a tuning problem, maybe
the offset?- check 110 OR 220 setup $100

ICOM IC-2A 2m handheld -USED- Battery pack is old, and not
holding charge. $5

ICOM IC-AT500 Tuner — NEW- check 110 or 220V  $500
ICOM IC-2KL Linear -NEW- check 1100r 220v  $1000

ICOM IC-EX1 Extension Terminal- NEW- $20

ICOM IC-RM2 Remote Controller- NEW- $20

ICOM IC-HP1 Headphones -USED- $5

ICOM IC-SM5 Microphone — USED- $20

KENWOOD SW-2000 PWR & SWR Meter — USED-  $60
DIAWA CNW-419 Tuner -USED- $60

DIAWA LA-2030 2m booster -NEW- $20

DIAWA CS-201 Coax Switch — NEW- $5

DIAWA CNW-917 2m & 6m Tuner -USED- $20

DIAWA DA-200 2m mobile Antenna — NEW- $10

AEA 232MBX PAKRATT TNC — NEW- $20

TONO 2m-906 VHF Linear- NEW- $20

JIL SX200 Scanning Receiver -NEW- **Looks like a condenser
has leaked at back? $20

FC500 Frequency Meter - NEW- $20

SAGANT MT-240X Multi-antenna system 10-80m — NEW- $40




Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club General

Club Meeting - 13 November 2017
by Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order: The 13 November 2017 meeting of
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red Cross
Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order by
President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 1948 hours.

2. Repeater Announcement: WXII, who graciously
provides us with a home for the 145.470 repeater, has
notified us that they will have construction upgrades
beginning very soon, and we need to move the
repeater. Apparently they have to run a new power line
right through where our repeater building is situated.
We have a proposed site and are working diligently to
make sure the repeater is down for as short a period as
possible. David asked all present not to discuss this
issue on the air in any manner, or discuss with anyone
outside the room. We want to avoid any rumors that the
repeater is going away and leaving the frequency
available for someone else to set up a repeater on that
frequency.

3. Welcome: David welcomed all attendees,
approximately 37, for coming out this evening, and
invited each to introduce themselves.

4. Treasurers Report: Kent Englebert, KAHKE, gave
the treasurer's report.

The current bank balance: $ 3,391.68 with
nothing outstanding.

We have received a generous donation tonight
which willadd a couple hundred dollars to the kitty.

A more formal report will be presented at the
Christmas party.

5. Christmas Party: David Shoaf, KC4X, reminded
everyone about the Christmas Party, which will be at
Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road on December 11, 2017,
starting around 6 pm.

ARES® Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, reported the
latest local ARES® news:

The net is getting 24 check-ins each Thursday
night.

17 people participated in a Net Control Station
Training class on October 14.
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ARES members participated in the DOD
COMEX 17-4 exercise simulating a Coronal Mass
Ejection. We were number one in participation, being
the busiest in the state, and providing the most
information for four counties.
http://www.arrl.org/news/communications-
interoperability-training-with-amateur-radio-
community-set

Robert Reese, of WSFC Emergency
Management, taught ICS700 and ICS800 on Friday,
November 10, and ICS100, ICS200 on Saturday,
November 11, with about 18 people participating.

We will run the ECOMM net controller class
again in the spring, and the ICS classes as needed.
Classes and contact info will be announced on the club
website: http://w4nc.com/ARES.htm

6. K4TBC, Triad Baptist Church Radio Club: Scott
Swaim, KJ4IVX, spoke about K4TBC, the newest
Amateur Radio Club in Forsyth County. They meet at
Triad Baptist Church with about 15 ham members in
the church. They ran a class in February, starting out
with 23 students; 17 took the test and 14 passed. Mike
Atkins, N4VE, helped teach the class. They just got
their station set up with a Yaesu FT450D and an lcom
dual-band radio. Scott thanked FARC for our help with
the license class and in getting the club started,
recognizing John Kippe, K1PPE, Dale Mierisch,
WB9SZL, and Harold Richardson, NAHER from the
audience. Wayne Ashworth, W4HG, got Scott's father
involved and Scott followed in his footsteps, getting his
novice call sign in 1975 at the age of 11. Together they
built a Heathkit HW101 for his first radio.
http://www.tbcnow.org/am

7. January Hamfest: David Shoaf, KC4X, reminded
folks about the January hamfest at the new church
location, and called for volunteers to help coordinate
getting the volunteer positions filled. Crickets.

8. Membership Survey: Geoff Rudy, KK4MOV,
announced we will be doing a survey of the members
on how we can improve the club. He passed out file
cards for general feedback and input as to what kinds
of questions we should ask on the survey. Geoff asked
for input on length of the meetings, length of the
presentations, what kinds of presentations might be
interesting or were most entertaining.

9. Program: Geoff Rudy, KK4MOV, was drawn to the
light and announced a change in tonight's program.
Our planned speaker had to cancel due to work
commitments, so tonight we are having Amateur
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Night, inviting various members to get up and speak
about how a nice person like you got mixed up in all of
this.

John Kippe, K1PPE, told how, while a new
Novice in Hannibal Missouri, he met Rick Batte,
N4MBI, in Winston Salem. John was listening to a
QSO on 10 meters, at a time when the band was not
expected to be open for that path. John thanked Rick
for giving him his General test after John moved here.

Doc Holliday, WB4QIZ, told about how, as a ten
year old, he responded to an ad in the back of a comic
book and sent in a dollar to get a galena crystal. He
added a set of headphones and an antenna and was
able to listen to WCKY in Cincinatti, as well as closer
stations in Southern Pines. Colonel Burkhead,
W4GTH, invited him up to his ham shack, and Doc
remembers seeing a little card, from President Harry
S. Truman, authorizing the Colonel to operate his ham
station during WWII. The Colonel would receive
messages from overseas and relay them to different
people in the community. That was Doc's introduction
to ham radio. Doc later built a Heathkit FM radio and an
HW-101. Doc reported one time calling CQ and
hearing himself coming back on the radio - he figured it
may have been a long path echo. Doc also told about
his experiences in the Bible Fellowship net, and the
one time he converted a man to Christianity over the
radio.

Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, spoke of watching his
uncle operating his ham radio. Harlan was interested
but had trouble learning the code, life intervened, and
he drifted away from ham radio. When his uncle
passed away and left his ham station to Harlan, he
decided to get his license to honor that gift. Now Harlan
is the ARES® Emergency Coordinator. He uses the
radio more in the public service bands than on the ham
bands, but he applies what he learns as a ham there.

Bob McClellan, W3AVB, got started by playing
with electrical stuff from about first grade on. Some of
his experiments caused a bit of excitement around the
house... He ended up in the Air Force in Boston in the
electronic systems R&D area, and the hams in the
shop suggested he get his ham ticket, and he did. He
preferred building to talking, and ended up getting out
of ham radio for thirty years. His wife Mary, KM4WPO,
is responsible for him getting the bug again. He
retested and then applied for his old call sign. He got a
call from a lady in Gettysburg asking if he had a copy of
his original license - their files had been lost in a fire.
Mary had the original in a hope chest; he emailed it to
Gettysburg and two days later had his old call sign
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back.

Steve Patterson, WA3RTC, got into radio from
being interested in electronics and building things. In
1969-1970, there were riots happening in Kansas City.
Steve was going to a small church school, and they
were afraid of the riots in KC reaching to their small
town 60 miles away, so Steve and another student
were assigned to sit in the physics department on the
third floor until late in the evening and keep watch.
(You can see a long way in Kansas.) They got bored
and strung wires between their watch posts, and
began practicing Morse code. They were far enough
from an FCC office that their tests could be given by a
General class license holder who was than 25 years of
age. Since they were both in the physics department,
they went to the head of the English department, who
also met the requirements.

Jim Atkins, W4UX, at the age of 13, started
listening to AM broadcast at night. His dad built a
Heathkit 3-tube regen receiver and Jim started playing
with it. One of the magazines had a shortwave
program where they would assign you a call sign and
you could send QSL cards to stations that you had
heard. Jim sent QSL cards to stations all over the
world, and got back confirmations thanking him for the
report. Then he started hearing people talking to each
other and found out they were hams. He decided he
could do that, and he came to a FARC meeting and
asked if anyone would give him a Novice test. John
Huffman, W4IRE, who was into CW traffic handling,
gave Jim the test. Jim got interested in traffic handling
and, back in the heyday of Vietham, started handling
health and welfare messages, which he found very
satisfying. Jim went on to get his General ticket and
upgraded every two years until he passed his Extra.
Jim allowed that he hadn't been active every year, but
kind of regrets not being active. Jim reminded us how
wide the hobby is, and that we shouldn't feel stuck in a
rut - there's always something else to try, including the
new digital modes.

Harold Richardson, NAHER, is a latecomer to
the amateur world, but has been doing electronics
since he was probably 10. He started by building a
crystal radio with a cat whisker he ordered from
Lafayette Radio, based on a schematic he found in
Boy's Life magazine. He had no trouble hearing a
station, as the tower for the closest one would have
probably fallen in his back yard if it ever came down.
Henry would go to sleep with an earphone stuck in his
ear. That never kept him up too late, as the station went
off at midnight like all good stations did. One of his
dad's friends had an electronic experimenter kit that
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could make twenty-one different vacuum tube
projects, and Harold took advantage of that. His local
club was running training sessions, but his downfall
was the Morse code. Harold couldn't send or receive
code because he was dyslexic, among other things.
(They have a name for it now.) That prevented him
from getting a license, but he was always interested in
electronics, joining the service after high school,
working as a radio repairman. He continued listening
to shortwave, and bought an old Collins military
receiver when he got out of the service. He
accumulated a lot of test gear and, to try to get rid of
some of the excess, eventually started going to
hamfests where he met Mike Atkins. Mike invited
Harold to the classes he was running, and took his
Tech and General. Having hearing problems, Harold
got into digital, starting with RTTY and PSK, and has
recently started trying out JT8. Harold has probably
made between 250 and 300 contacts from all around
the world in the last month and a half. Harold asked for
a show of interest on a soldering class, including
soldering cable connectors and copper pipe antennas,
and another class on the new digital modes, and got
enough interest to plan to do both next year.

Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, gotinto radio a couple
years ago as a 12 or 13 year old back in the 60s. He
drooled over the Allied Radio catalog, and after getting
enough lawnmower money saved up, he ordered a
Knight Kit super-regenerative receiver called the Band
Master(?) - often alluded to as the Band Smasher. It
would squeal, and you didn't have to tune it much as it
would pick up a station at several places on the band.
You could listen to it for about two hours, and then you
would start to hear normally about ninety minutes later
when your ears recovered from the squeal. Dale took
the radio classes in high school, where they had a club
station with HW-101s, and they would drool over that
beautiful green color. Dale went to college and got a
degree in electrical engineering. Vietham was going
on and they had this thing called the draft. The folks on
the other side of the dorm had numbers in the 300
range, they weren't going anywhere. Dale's was 67,
and he knew he would be getting a call soon, so he
went down and signed up for the Navy. He ended up at
a shore base for a while and remembers being asked if
he wanted to go to lunch, and one time they said “No,
thanks, Jeff and | are going to MARS.” The others said
“Well, it was good to meet you!” and Dale told them
“‘Don't worry we'll be back at one o'clock.” They had a
building across the street that had beautiful Drake TR-
3 and TR-4 and kilowatt amplifiers. After the Navy,
Dale ended up at Piedmont Airlines, who eventually
brought them here to this club. Dale had picked up an
interest in repeaters, back in the 70's when they were

made from the large General Electric and Motorola taxi
radios, and has been working with them ever since.

Mike Scriven, KG4ACR, allowed that his uncle
had been a member of the club, and Van Key,
KC5WSK, Dale, WB9SZL, and Rick, N4MBI, had
helped him get where he is today. What really got him
started was when he was riding with his uncle, downin
South Carolina. His uncle had two radios in the car,
and told Mike “You can play with the CB, but whatever
you do, don't touch THIS radio.” When his uncle had a
heart attack and they were sitting on the side of I-26,
Mike grabbed the forbidden microphone, saying that
his uncle was sick and they were on the side of the
road, and so on. His uncle's friends knew he had a
heart condition, and everybody showed up. Later on,
his uncle casually picked up the mike and called one of
his buddies in Ohio, which also impressed Mike. Mike
isn't very active, but he reports he is always listening
for that call when someone needs help.

Ken Melvin, KM4ANFQ, is fairly new to FARC
and ham radio. He got into it because of hobby
electronics, figuring that if he wanted to build
shortwave radios he would need a license to test any
radios that he built. The first crystal radio he ever built
was in shop class when he was 13; he recently built
one on a cereal box, exactly 50 years later. Next he
built a simple regen receiver for beginners, designed
by Charles Kitchen, N1TEV. Ken used Manhattan
style construction rather than the circuit board
available from Far Circuits. He was able to pick up
Radio Havana on 6000 kHz, over 900 miles away, with
a 39inch wire antenna. He has also builtan MFJ 8100k
5-band regen kit. All these receivers now connect to a
35 foot piece of wire strung up under the joists in his
basement workshop. Ken also built a QRP 80m
Michigan Mighty Mite transmitter, a 5 watt CW
transceiver kit from QRP Labs and projects found in
QST. Kenin interested in learning Morse code and has
breadboarded a code tutor and a Morseduino CW
decoder kit.

Henry Smith, W4HHS, got started in
electronics as a pre-teen; one of the guys in his
neighborhood worked for Brenner Iron and Metals,
and took Henry out to clip parts from Western Electric
discards. Henry went to Forsyth Tech studying
electronics and to work for Channel 8 television in
1964, though he wasn't doing electronics for them at
that time. After a stint in the service as an x-ray
technician (because of his electronics background),
he went back to Channel 8. Henry got involved with
ham radio through working on antennas for the
Moravian World Mission in Honduras and Nicaragua.



The antennas the hams had put up had some
installation problems; while Henry was remedying the
issues, he was asked just what his credentials were.
Henry decided that he should get his Technician
license when he got back, then his General
Radiotelephone Operator's License (GROL), and is
planning to get his radar endorsement in January.
Henry didn't do much in ham radio until he broke his
foot and was laid up for a while, during which time he
upgraded to General and then Extra. Henry enjoys
supporting the various ARES® events.

Matt Taylor, KB1BSR, started with electronics
when he was five or six, mainly computers such as the
Tandy 1000 and various 8088-based systems. His
grandfather and his dad both got licensed when his
dad was in his middle-late, NTRAP and N1RAQ. Matt
found the radio interesting as well and earned his tech-
plus license as a Scout at the age of eleven or twelve.
He was not active after high school and in college, but
after moving down here, his wife had several craft
hobbies and Matt needed his hobby back. He re-tested
at the General level (now studying for Extra) got his old
call back, and works mainly digital modes like RTTY
and Ft8.

Jonathan Sharp, KM4RAD, says we can blame
Geoff Rudy for getting him involved in radio. He met
Geoff through Scouts and the Radio Scouting
program. Jonathan grew up on a farm and wasn't
really exposed to radio and electronics, but he enjoys
scouts and the outdoors. He doesn't have a station set
up at home, but has a LNR Precision LD-5 for scouting
and camping trips. He went to Camp Raven Knob and
failed miserably at achieving a SOTA activation, not
making his 5 contacts. During the attempt, a troop of
Scouts comes around the knoll, and the look on their
faces when they saw this crazy old guy (in their minds)
sitting on the ground with a wire in a tree, trying to talk
to somebody, was just incredible. Jonathan probably
spent two hours with them explaining what he was
doing, and how it would work. They went for a hike and
gotalecture, and hopefully kindled some interest.

10. Field Day Results: Kent Englebert, K4HKE,
congratulated the FARC for our Field Day Results. On
the ARRL website, in the December QST we were #1
in section 9a. We had 3559 contacts for 13,494 points.
Then next closest team had 1876 contacts for 7,870
points.

11. Business Meeting Reminder: David Shoaf, KC4X,
reminded everyone that the September business
meeting will be held at 66 Pizza located at 3440 Frontis
St, Winston Salem, NC. This is an open meeting and

all club members are welcome to attend. Attendees
usually show up for dinner at or a little before 6:30; the
official business meeting starts at 7:30.

12. Adjournment of Meeting: Motion to adjourn the
meeting was made and seconded by several
attendees. Meetingwas adjourned at 2103 hours.

13. Partial List of Meeting Attendees: Below are the
names of FARC member attendees.

David Shoaf KC4X, Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Jerry
Minor K4GW, Kent Englebert K4HKE, Steven Mierisch
KG4JWU, Jim Register KV4SJ, Dan O'Leary KG4ECI,
Pedro Tomas KN4GKY, Henry Smith W4HHS, Terry
Brown AK4D, John Kippe K1PPE, Cathy Melvin
KM40OCS, Ken Melvin KM4NFQ, Matthew Thompson
KN4TOP, Tim Brown KN4HQN, Matt Taylor KB1BSR,
Rick Batte NAMBI, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Jonathan
Sharp KM4RAD, Jim Atkins W4UX, Sam Poindexter
NI4TG, Dave Larson KM4RAB, Steve Patterson
WA3RTC, Harold Richardson N4HER, Jim Bielski
KJ4FIN, Judson Davis KG40HQ, David Ramsey
WA40IL, Dave Griffith WA4MKK, Harlan Cobert
W1HRC, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Bob McClellan
WA3AVB, Mary McClellan KM4WPO, Ron Gregoire
W4UDB, Doc Holliday WB4QIZ, Scott Swaim KJ4IVX,
Ronn Dunn KN4RKD, Don Edwards WS4NC, Mike
Scriven KG4HTR.

WINSTON-SALEM HAMFEST

ARRL sanctioned
FARC Classic Hamfest
Saturday, 6 January

INEW LOCATION!|
Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
7am until Noon.
See WANC.com for additional details.

$5 at the entrance to parking

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz.

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area.

Saturday, January 6, 2018

The Winston-Salem Summer Hamfest (usually June) date and location yet to be determined.
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Around 1905 a company made a card game, called Iddy Umpty, that and in addition

taught the international Morse code using cards. By the way, mmwg_&%
visually is a terrible way to learn the code. You really need to learn ""’""'Mﬁ:"ﬁé‘;‘ﬁ'&""’“""‘"
the sounds, not the visual image of the dots and dashes. So, don’t , # ¥
try this athome kiddies. . -
From the Oxford English Dictionary:

On the UK version of eBay a set of the cards recently sold for 10

pounds. iddy-umpty, NOUN - The Morse code; a dot followed by a dash in

Morse code. Origin. Early 20th century; earliest use found in
Punch. Imitative of the dots (short signals) and dashes (long
signals) used in Morse code. Pronunciation iddy-
umpty/ 1d1’ am(p)ti/

And from The World of Card Games:

Iddy Umpty card game is based around learning to read the Morse
Code Alphabet. and was manufactured by Thomas de la Rue & Co.,
Ltd in around 1905. The packs of cards each contain a complete set
of Morse Code cards (A-Z) plus a Joker. See the rules—

Although it sounds like a nonsense nursery rhyme, “Iddy Umpty” is a
representation of the dots and dashes of the Morse code.
Apparently troops were taught to recognise a dot or a dash by the
sound of the signalling machine: a dot made an “iddy” sound and a
dash sounded like “umpty”. An ‘Iddy Umpty’ in that way became
slang fora signaller.
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ACA4YN - World Traveler!

Recently retired Jeff, AC4YN, has spent some of 2017 traveling
around and seeing the world. Once or twice a year the site
where the first atomic bomb was detonated is open to the
public. Jeff made it outto see the site.

And he also made it to Japan. One of Jeff's shots from an
amusing electrical cabinet is shown on an earlier page. Here
Jeffis on his way to the top of Mt. Fuiji.

ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM

Asheville Radio Museum Annual Fund Drive

Room 315 Elm Building, Victoria Road, A B Tech Community
College
Asheville, NC 28801

We teach. We preserve. We demonstrate. We inspire. All with
a small group of unpaid volunteers who do it for the love of
radio.

Admission is always free. With no source of funding, other than
infrequent sale of duplicate equipment, we need your help.

North Carolina hams, please stand with us! Use the Donate
button on our home page (www.avlradiomuseum.org). It
accepts Paypal or a credit card. Or, mail your check to The
Asheville Radio Museum, 315 Elm Building, 340 Victoria Road,
Asheville NC 28801.

Raja, KB6MTH, sent me this without comment. I’'m not
sure if he was trying to tell me something.
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Girls on the Greenway and

Jamboree on the Air
by Geoff, KNAMOV

On Sunday October 15, 2017 the Girl Scouts held an event
called Girls on the Greenway at Jack Warren Park in Lewisville,
NC. The event was open to the public where there were booths
of crafts and activities, food trucks, a Smore’s making station,
and displays from local merchants in the park.

| was asked to set up an Amateur Radio Station for
demonstration and to provide information on the Radio and
Wireless Technology Patch offered to Girl Scouts by the ARRL.
The date coincided with the Arizona QSO party offering an
opportunity to make some US contacts and a few DX contacts
and to demonstrate how a vertical antenna fashioned from a
fishing pole and 50 watts of power can be used to talk to
stations in Europe. | also talked to a gentlemen in Quebec on an
island in the St. Lawrence River, who coincidentally was also
using a fishing pole to hold the center of his dipole antenna
while offering contacts for Islands on The Air (IOTA).

Requirements to earn the
ARRL patch for Girl
Scouts are similar to the
requirements of earning
the Boy Scout Radio Merit
Badge. Information can
be found at
http://www.arrl.org/girl-
scouts-radio-patch.
Several groups of
Leaders and Girl Scouts
stopped by the table.
None of them had heard
of the Girl Scout patch,
and | must admit | was not
aware of it either, before

ON THE AIR}
\7 @ \
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being asked to attend the event. Hopefully some interest was
generated in earning this patch and also participating in
Thinking Day on the Air (TDOTA) early nextyear.

Over the weekend of October 20-22, 2017 | set up a station
outdoors so Boy Scout Troop 719 could participate in the 60th
Annual Jamboree on the Air (JOTA). It began by Scouts
camping out Friday night at Sharon United Methodist Church in
Lewisville, NC. Jonathan, KM4RAD, and | camped Friday night
with the Scouts and worked through the weekend with the
boys. Many contacts were made to other JOTA stations, mostly
to Cub Scouts and adults. We had a few Cub Scouts that joined
us for the camp out and JOTA from Pack 752 of Lewisville.
Later in the day on Saturday we were joined by a group of Cub
Scouts from Pack 715 of New Philadelphia Moravian Church in
Winston-Salem. Jim, N3LBJ came by with a dozen or so Cub
Scouts and parents, giving a great talk about the Amateur
Radio hobby and operating CW. The boys were all able to
make a contact. | had forgotten how much fun it is working with
Cub Scouts, as it has been a long time since my sons were in
Cub Scouts.

This was also the same weekend as the New York QSO party,
South Dakota QSO party, and the Worked All Germany contest
which provided lots of opportunity for other contacts during
slow periods of JOTA.

Both the Girls on the Greenway and JOTA events were well
attended and great opportunities to give some exposure to the
Amateur Radio hobby to youth and their parents. | have a
couple of Boy Scouts interested in the Radio Merit Badge so
will organize a class soon. | am hoping that | might get a
request from some Girl Scouts to work on the Radio and
Wireless Technology Patch. Thinking Day on the Air will be
coming up in February.

Year-Long NASA On
The Air Event
Kicks off on

December 11 from ARRL
The Amateur Radio clubs at
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) centers
around the US have invited the
Amateur Radio community to join the NASA On The Air (NOTA)
special event. NOTA gets under way in December and
continues through December 2018. In addition to being the
agency's 60th anniversary, 2018 will mark 50 years since
NASA orbited the first human around the moon, and 20 years
since the first elements of the International Space Station (ISS)
were launched into low-Earth orbit.

The Marshall Space Flight Center's NN4SAis one of the NASA
Center stations that will be active during NOTA.

Starting on Monday, December 11, 2017, Amateur Radio club
stations at various NASA centers and facilities will be on the air
with special event operations to celebrate these monumental
achievements, as well as current milestones. Some clubs will
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The Marshall Space Flight Center's NN4SA is one of the
NASA Center stations that will be active during NOTA.

offer commemorative QSL cards, and a special certificate will
be available indicating the number of NASA club stations
worked on various bands and modes.

"We plan to have a web-based system for you to check your
points total and download a printable certificate at the end of
the event in December 2018," the NASA announcement said.
"Points will be awarded for each center worked on each band
and mode (phone, CW, digital, and 'space' modes -- satellites,
meteor scatter, EME, ISS APRS)." That would, of course,
include contacts with any of the Amateur Radio stations on the
ISS.

Key anniversaries during NOTAinclude the 45th anniversary of
Apollo 17 on December 11, 2017, which kicks off the event;
NASA's founding on July 29, 1958; the 20th anniversary of the
ISS first element launch on November 20, 1998; the 20th
anniversary of the ISS Node 1 Launch on December 4, 1998,
and the 50th anniversary of Apollo 8 -- launched on December
21, 1968, and returned on December 27 -- marking the end of
the event.

More information is on the NASA On The Air website.
Participating Amateur Radio clubs and the NOTA event are
independent of -- and not officially sponsored by -- NASA.
Read more. -- Thanks to Rob Suggs, KBSEZ, NASA Marshall
Space Flight Center Amateur Radio Club (NN4SA), and Kevin
Zari, KKAYEL, NASA Kennedy Space Center Amateur Radio
Club (N1KSC).

Minutes of the Board of Directors of the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club - 13 November 2017

by Jim Register, KV4SJ
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
These will runin next month’s Newsletter.

THERE WILL NOT BE A BUSINESS MEETING IN
DECEMBER.
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ARRL FIELD DAY 2017 RESULTS

by Karl, W4CHX
ARRL NC Section Manager

The following report (edited) was received from Irv McWherter,
K3IRV: “Field Day 2017 is over; the results have been
tabulated and published with North Carolina stations
comprised of individuals, groups and clubs submitting 95 logs
in 23 different categories. Of those 95 logs, four were number
one in the Nation, 15 ranked number one in the Roanoke
Division, and 23 placed first within the North Carolina Section.

The following four stations ranked 1st place nationally: KSAC
(1EB) Floyd Sense; WAHOG (4D) McDowell ARC; WANC (9A)
Forsyth ARC; and, W4EZ (9AB) Orange Co Radio
Amateurs/Durham FM Assn.

Eleven stations (and the four identified above) ranked first in
North Carolina Section and first in the Roanoke Division:
NA4CC (1AC) Cleveland County ARS; WJ0J (1B1) Jaiwant
Mulik; K4INC (1B1B) Great Outdoors Radio Club; N4ACW (1C)
Bertrand Michaud; AD8J (1E) John Getz; K4AMN (2A) Cape
Fear ARS; NC4RT (2B2B) Randolph Thompson; WE4A (2F)
Franklin County ARC; AA4ANC (3A) Still No Will FD Group;
WQ4RP (4AB) The Knightlites QRP Club; and, WADW (8A)
RaleighARS.

The 15 stations identified above and the remaining eight
stations placed first in their category within the North Carolina
Section: NACWZ (1A) Belews Cove Minions; N4ZAK (1B2B)
Robert Little; NAQM (1D) Dennis O'Dell; W4DXA (1F) Carolina
DX Association; W4FAR (2AC) Foothills ARC; AD6Q (2B2)
David Black; W4PAR (2D) Healing Springs Mountain VHF
Society; and, KT4NC (4A) Carolina ARC / Lincoln Co Volunteer
Comms.

Congratulations to the individuals and teams that put forth the
effort to achieve these rankings. To be the best in a category, it
takes a great deal more effort than just good operating skill.
There are points to achieve by getting elected officials and
served agencies to visit, announcements in newspapers and
media, and the list goes on. If you're interested in your
operation achieving better scores next year, read the rules in
detail and start making plans months in advance. If you'd like
to see the ranking in an easy to read format go to www.arrl.org
and enter 'Contest Results' in the Website Search window.
Then click on the 'Go Now' in Results Database, then click on
2017 ARRL Field Day in the Select contest window. This will
give you an excellent opportunity to see how close you came to
being number one in your category and it can provide great
incentive when you start planning for Field Day 2018. Again,
congratulations to each and every North Carolina team
member who participated in the 2017 Field Day, whether or not
you were number one!” Congratulations to all participants in
ARRL Field Day 2017; and, thanks to Irv McWherter, K3IRV,
Public Information Coordinator (NC Section), for providing this
report! (source: K3IRV)
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¢ .\Diddle-Dhe-'Doh-De-Do

Spanghew!
by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to all who contributed i
to this month’s Newsletter,

a lot of effort and we really &
appreciate it. | may have
missed some emails due to
my web site being redone.
Please email me at dedwards
<at>dwepe <dot>com.

We've had a great year and accomplished some
great and fun stuff. Dale and the VEs are staying
busy every month giving more tests than | ever
remember. Field Daywas great. Ah, butsummeris
behind us and colder weatheris on its way. So here
is a idea for next summer, maybe at Field Day.

While researching ‘Ilddy Umpty’ | came across
another obscure British word. | have noidea how to
use this in a sentance. From the BBC story on “26

LI

words we don’twantto lose”: ‘spanghew’, ‘to inflate
afrogand bowl it across the surface of a pond’

My imagination is running wild here. First, | assume
that proper form would be to bowl underhand, and
since we are talking about being British here, with
the pinky extended. But | am curious about how
exactly does one ‘inflate’ afrog? And whatdoes the
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frog think about that? Not a positive reaction |
would suppose.

There was a time, when | was young, and spent
countless hours exploring a bog and stream that
was near my house. There were salamanders and
tadpoles, snakes, various little fish-ees and frogs
and toads and all kinds of creepy-crawly things. |
had a cheap microscope and saw all sorts of
wonderous things from water samples. Neveronce
did it ever cross my mind to pick up a frog and inflate
it. My reaction, then and now, is “Yewwwww!”

And while we are talking about niche words,
courtesy of the British, look up feague.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
W4NC

Founded December 30, 1930
145.47 (100) 146.64 (100) 444.275 (100)

W4NC Web Page

Terry, AK4D, has put an amazing amount of work into making
this a beautiful, and very useful, website and he continues to
add and polishit. It keeps getting better and better. Please go
check it out - www.w4nc.com
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gy 57 Amateur Radio Emergency Service®
ARES® Registration Form
Name:
Call Sign:

Mailing Address:

City, State, ZIP code:

e-mail address(es):

Home phone number:

Work phone number:

Cell phone number:

License Class:

Check bands and modes that you can operate:

MODE HF 6 meters | 2 meters | 222 MHz 440 MHz | Others |
SSB

CW

FM

DATA
PACKET
Other modes
(specify below)

Mobile
Operation

Can your home station be operated without commercial power? Yes[( )] No [O]

Signature Date

Contact ARES® and ARRL Section Leaders in your area: http://www.arrl.org/sections/.
Learn about ARRL-sponsored Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Courses:
http://www.arrl.org/cce/ FSD-98 (07/04)
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form

Call Sign Birthday (MM/DD/YYYY) First Name Mi Last Name Suffix
Street or Mail Delivery Address Email Address
(Yes) (No) (Yes) (No) (Email) (US Mail)
City State  Zip +4 ARRL Member ARES Member Get Newsletter By
(Yes)(No) (Yes)(No) (Yes)(No)
Home Phone Publish? Cell Phone Publish? Work Phone Publish?
Emergency Contact Number(s) Emergency Contact Name
Name of Ham Family Member 1 Call Sign
Name of Ham Family Member 2 Call Sign

Note: Full Membership and family members must be licensed hams.
Please check in the box below any special interests and NIMS course accomplishments:

C )W ( ) ARES ( ) Fox Hunts Dues Expire in December
(¢ ) S5B ¢ ) Public Service ( ) Shortwave Listening

¢ ) Digital ( ) Bmergency Comms ( ) Ham Astronomy

( ) QRP ( D NIMS 100 ( D Vagabond Network 1. Regular Dues $24.
¢ ) Dx ( ) NIMS 200 ( ) Yaesu System Fusion If over 85 or full ime
( ) HF Contests ¢ ) NIMS 700 ( ) Digital Mobile Radio | Studentduesare$12
( ) VHF Contests ( ) NIMS 800 ( ) Icom D-Star

L) Science Disc. ( ) Nets ( ) FARC Board/Business 5 Donalions:

( ) Arduino ( ) Antenna Byilding..( ) FARC Committees (Appreciatedl)

¢ ) Raspberry Pi ( ) Microwave Comms ( ) e -

( ) Kit Building ( ) Satellite Comms ( ) 3. Total

( ) Test Equipment _( ) Earth Moon Earth ( ) : F

Please make sure your email address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent to email addresses only because of
cost which is now about $1.00 each if printed and mailed. Although almost everyone has an email address, we will still send
some mailings upon special request for those without internet access.

because we are required to maintain a certain percentage to keep our ARRL certifications. ARES membership info is required
so that the back of your membership card will show ARES for ARES identification. For ARES members, there is training that
you should complete to participate with formal emergency organizations in big emergencies. The needed NIMS courses for
participation with those formal emergency organizations are mentioned above in the special interest section. There is a ARES
net on 145.47 on Thursday evenings at 2030 hours (open to all) and many fun ARES public service events during the year,
often with FREE T-shirts for participants.

For the 6th and 7th lines above, if there is more one licensed ham in the family at the same address, all may be members for
FREE after one paid membership.

Please complete the above and return this sheet along with your dues to address below or give to Henry, W2DZO at the next
Club meeting. Even if your dues are paid please return this information sheet so club records and your emergency contact info
can be kept up to date.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Thank you and 73,
PO Box 11361 ;
Winston-Salem, NC D_on, WS4NC, FARC Newsletter Editor and
27116-1361 Jim, KV4SJ, FARC Secretary

Internet address: http://www.wdnc.com
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