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Yes, Ham Radio is Growing!

Every month FARC offers an FCC exam session 
before the Club meeting on the second Monday of 
the month.  And every month we continue to have a 
lot of people take us on that.  Both upgrades and 
new licenses.  Talking to Dale, WB9SZL, who heads 
up our testing - in 2017 we had about 100 total 
successful exam candidates and our pass rate is in 
the very high 90%.

We average 7 or so per monthly session and have 
had a registered high of over 20.  There have been 
successful candidates as young as 6 and quite a few 
in the past several years under (and well under) 18.  
Dale and all the Volunteer Examiners who help at 
these sessions deserve our thanks.

More than 30,000 New Ham Licensees and 
7,000 Amateur Radio Exam Sessions in 2017

from ARRL

For the fourth year in a row, more than 30,000 new 
licensees joined the Amateur Radio ranks, and the ARRL 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) conducted more 
than 7,000 Amateur Radio exam sessions, serving some 
35,350 candidates for a new or upgraded license. At the 
end of December 2017, the US Amateur Radio 
population stood at 748,136. At nearly 378,000, 
Technician licensees represented the largest segment, 

with General (174,206), Amateur Extra (145,034), 
Advanced (41,938), and Novice (9,056) trailing. 
Licensee numbers showed continued growth across all 
classes except Advanced and Novice, which the FCC no 
longer issues; those numbers continue to drop.

“I’m hopeful that the number of new licensees will be 
more than 30,000 at the end of this year,” ARRL VEC 
Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, said. “I would love to 
see this trend continue!” Somma said topping the 7,000 
mark in ARRL VEC-sponsored exam sessions since 
2014 was “an important milestone for us.” In 2017, the 
ARRL VEC administered 7,075 sessions.

Despite the optimistic influx of 32,196 newcomers last 
year, the net growth of 5,349 — about 0.72% over 
December 2016 — reflects some 27,000 expired or 
cancelled licenses in the FCC database over the past 
year. In making the case for changes to the entry-level 
license, the ARRL Board’s Entry-Level License 
Committee referred to “the large number of Baby 
Boomers (roughly born 1945 – 65) [who] will soon be 
aging off the licensee rolls.” The committee predicted the 
likelihood of “a significant decline in the number of hams, 
unless we take steps to reverse it.”

See Exam Results Continued on page 3



 
  DERYL B HOLLIDAY  WB4QIZ E G   
  MARY S DE PUY  KN4LKO T G    
  STEVEN A WEIFENBACH  KN4LKP T G    
  SAMUEL L BEARDEN  KN4LKQ T G  
 
If you didn’t know - you can get a free membership in 
FARC just by taking your exam at an FARC FCC test 
session and completing the FARC application form.  
This is good for your first test and any upgrades.  Mark 
the form "New Ham - TestDate” Once the form is 
completed, bring to the next club meeting, or please 
scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as 
well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday 
of every month, except December, prior to the FARC 
regular meeting.  The normal starting time is 6:20PM  . 
The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum 
Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via 
e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your 
phone number and email address. You may pre-register 
o r  ge t  add i t i ona l  in fo rmat ion  v ia  Emai l  to 
testing(@)w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be 
attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if 
they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information on the 
FARC application (usually the last page of the 
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a free 
Membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
(FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Once 
the form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or 
please scan and email to me.

FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

Congratulations to last 
month’s new licensees 
and upgrades!
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Patent US147119A:  S. V. Francis, 1874.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of 
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, 
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-
the-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 
2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 
Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program 
on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross 
building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club 
conducts its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) 
on the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant soon to be 
determined].  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All 
club members are strongly encouraged to attend the 
business meeting.  For more information about FARC 
mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, 
NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit out web site at 
www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2018 are:

President:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Vice-President:  Geoff Rudy,KK4MOV

Secretary:  Jim Register, KV4SJ
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  Open
Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK

House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 1930-2018, All Rights Reserved, 
by Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, 
unless otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce 
for non-commercial purposes provided proper credit is 
given. If you would like to help support the newsletter with 
an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: dedwards 
<at> dwepe <dot> com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and 
would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam 
bots.  Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western 
Civilization.  Either that or the spork.

Continued on the next page
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Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next 
month’s exam session.  A copy of your license must 
accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing 
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process 
for all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if 
you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful 
completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download” 
box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet card and to display in your 
station. The reference copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for 
FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile 
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to 
FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon 
Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs 
you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) 
organizations through this program.  As of 08/12/17 this 
has generated $253.24 for FARC.  Thanks Amazon and 
thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com
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Forsyth County 
ARES
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

We continue to have the 
ARES net on the K4GW 
Repeater 147.315 (+) 100 
Hz tone due to some issues 
with the 470 repeater.  

Please make sure your radios are programmed for 
this repeater.  It is located on the mountain just a 
few hundred feet below where the 470 repeater 
was located.  For those that are not aware, the 470 
repeater was temporarily removed from the 
mountain due to construction at the repeater site 
and is now located in the Midway area.   All 
stations should have no issue hitting the 315 
repeater from a base location unless you are in a 
hole or on a handheld.  Please let me know if you 
are not able to access this repeater. 

Somma said that, in addition to exam session 
administration, ARRL VEC also processed and 
electronically transmitted 8,765 address changes and 
license renewals to the FCC for ARRL members in 2017. 
“This free service to members continues to be a strong 
draw,” she said. She further pointed out that, as one of 
three FCC-authorized Club Station Call Sign 
Administrators (CSCSA), ARRL VEC processed and 
transmitted 1,761 club license applications for the FCC in 
2017, of which 338 were for new club licenses.

The number of Amateur Radio license upgrades was 
9,576 in 2017, continuing a slight downward trend over 
the past 10 years.

New Licenses 
(2008 – 2017)
2008 – 28,066
2009 – 30,144
2010 – 27,528
2011 – 24,072
2012 – 27,082
2013 – 28,886
2014 – 33,241
2015 – 32,077
2016 – 32,552
2017 – 32,196

Upgraded Licenses 
(2008 – 2017)
2008 – 15,501
2009 – 10,796
2010 – 10,726
2011 – 10,337
2012 – 10, 283
2013 – 9,325
2014 – 10,556
2015 – 11,224
2016 – 10,617
2017 – 9,576 

Exam Results from 2017
continued from page 1
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham 
Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this 
together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks 
Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a correction or something that should be here 
please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this a more useful list 
including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

Hamfests, Contests and other events:

May 5, 2018   59th Blue Ridge ARS Upstate SC Hamfest, 
Spartanburg, SC, Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society, 
http://brars.cc

May 12 Rockingham County Hamfest, Reidsville, NC 
http://n4iuv.org

May 26 DurHamFest,  http://www.dfma.org/dfmaDHF.html

June 2, 2018 Winston-Salem Hamfest, www.w4nc.com

June 3, 2018   W4OVH Manassas Hamfest, Prince William 
County Fairgrounds, , Manassas, VA, Ole Virginia Hams ARC, 
http://manassashamfest.org/index.html
 
July 7, 2018   33rd Annual 2018 Firecracker Hamfest, 
Salisbury Civic Center, Salisbury, NC, Rowan Amateur Radio 
Society, http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/
 
July 21, 2018   Mid-Summer Swapfest, Ritter Park, Cary, 
NC, Cary Amateur Radio Club, http://www.qsl.net/n4nc/ 
www.qsl.net/n4nc/ 

July 28, WCARS Hamfest, Waynesville, NC, www.wcars.org

August 11 Cape Fear ARS Swapfest, www.cfarsnc.org
 
August 24, 2018   West Virginia State Convention, WVU 
Convention Center, Jackson's Mill, , Weston, WV, West 
Virginia State Amateur Radio Council, http://qsl.net/wvsarc/
 
August 31, 2018   Roanoke Division Convention (Shelby 
Hamfest), Cleveland County Fairgrounds, Shelby, NC, Shelby 
Amateur Radio Club, http://shelbyhamfest.org

Sept Tour-to-Tanglewood

Oct 6 Rockhill Hamfest

Nov 18  JARSFest, Benson, NC  www.jars.net

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see  for more up-to-www.w4nc.com
date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September 
and December.  See the website for details.  Locations varies.  
ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham 

badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday 
morning.   The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held 
on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at the Bestfood Cafeteria in 
Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing 
your ham badge is encouraged. Directions: The Best Food 
Cafeteria is at 220 East 11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone 
number is 919-742-2475 and located on Highway 64 about 1.9 
miles West of the intersection with Highway 421, and right 
across the street from Marsh Auto Parts.  When: Plan to arrive 
at 11:30 AM to socialize, dinner at 12 noon, business and 
program at about 12:45 PM. Board members are requested to 
arrive at 11 AM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   : Meets for Dinner 
(optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 
7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec 
Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, check 
http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : This may 
not be accurate.  Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that 
“they are ‘slightly’ active, but basically there is a small group of 
2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.  Maybe 6-10 
members at this point?”  Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last 
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located 
at 3229 Ray T Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We 
will be looking forward to this meeting. The club gained several 
new members on Field Day and also had a new Ham get their 
ticket on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at> yahoo 
<dot> com

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet 
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting on second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially 
begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc  . at the Red 
Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  FCC Exams are offers 
starting at 6:20 PM (please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com.)  Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a program on various 
ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan 
County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  Monthly 
meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the 
July and December meetings which are “dinner” meetings and 
thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. 
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, 
guest speakers, or just open discussions on radio. We look 
f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .  
http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business 
Meeting  . Open to all FARC members and interested visitors.  
We meet at Hams Restaurant (how appropriate!) located in 
Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.  
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3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society usually held at 
Tex & Shirley's Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on 
Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the 
dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat 
at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Captain Bill's Seafood 
& Steakhouse, 6108 West Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409.  
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each 
month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill Drive (map 
it). For more details see:  http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually 
meets in Cary.   Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -  Next club meeting is ? ; the 
meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions 
Test sessions are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in 
G a l a x ,  V A  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  a n n o u n c e d .  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com

Upcoming Programs
Geoff,  KK4MOV

FARC Vice-President

Last month we had April’s program on Go 
Boxes by Harlen, W1HRC.

May be will on the basic connections and setup 
for digital modes by Harold, N4HER.

June will be on Field Day planning and a 
review of the June 2 Hamfest.

July will be on spy radios from WWII on by 
Brian Harrison, KN4R.  Brian will be making a 
special trip to Winston from near Charlotte 
especialy for this program.  

The main FARC meeting night is always the 
Second Monday night at the Red Cross 
Building on Coliseum Drive with the meeting 
starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this month!).   
FCC testing is usually available, please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  
Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is on the Business Third 
Monday of the month at 66 Pizza on Stratford 
Rd just west of Hanes Mall Blvd.  The meeting 
starts around 7:30 pm.  (We usually arrive a 
little earlier and order dinner.)  All are 
welcome.
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Business Meeting – 16 
April 2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ) 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board 
of Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, was held on Monday, 16 April 2018 at 
Sixty Six Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, Winston Salem.  
The meeting was called to order by FARC President 
David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1928 hours, welcoming all 
meeting attendees. 

2. Meeting Attendees:  The 19 meeting attendees 
were Jerry Minor K4GW, Harlan Cobert W1HRC, 
John Kippe K1PPE, Mike Atkins N4VE, Daryl 
Knight N5WK, Pedro Tomas KN4GKY, Geoff Rudy 
KK4MOV, Jim Register KV4SJ, Bobby Meier 
AA9AU, Howard Weinstein K4CFI, Ron Gregoire 
W4UDB, Harold Richardson N4HER, Dale 
Mierisch WB9SZL, Michael Pope K4OLD, Terry 
Brown AK4D, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Don 
Edwards WS4NC, Steve Patterson WA3RTC and 
David Shoaf KC4X.

3. Repeater Update: David, KC4X, commented on 
the issues we are having with the various repeaters.

· 145.47 repeater: In discussions with Dale, 
WB9SZL, it was decided that the next step in 
resolving the desense issues affecting the 145.47 
repeater is to have the duplexer cavities checked 
out and professionally aligned. Don, WS4NC has 
agreed to check out the duplexer and record the 
baseline status, then align them if possible. Don 
allowed that simple alignment could be done fairly 
quickly, as in a couple of hours, but if there are other 
problems such as lightning damage we would need 
to decide how we want to proceed. David 
suggested that when we ask Don WS4NC or Mike 
N4VE to take time away from their businesses to 
provide services to the club, it would be appropriate 
to compensate them. Don suggested that any 
services he provided would be at a deeply 
discounted rate.

This Thursday, April 19, the ARES® net will switch 
over to the .47 repeater for a test after check-in on 
the .315, and report received signal strength and 

quality to Harlan upon switching back to the .315 
machine. Dale asked that we log our reports so we 
can compare them when testing after the duplexer 
tuneup.
· Remote receivers, as well as some 
hardware issues preventing current deployment, 
were also discussed as a way to improve the 
receive coverage of the repeater.

Harlan, W1HRC, in his role as ARES® Coordinator, 
during a meeting with the county interagency 
manager, explored the possibility of putting a 
remote receiver on an unused tower at a fire station. 
It turns out that we may be able to get space on a 
175-foot city-county tower. The sole VHF antenna 
on that tower will be removed later on this year, and 
the tower crew that removes the old one could 
install ours. There would be a formal process to get 
on the tower; the ARES® side would request 
approval, create an information package, and 
present our case to both the City Council and the 
County Commission. If both approve, we have the 
slot to install the antenna and repeater. The 
antenna would need to be rigid; we could use the 
one we took down from Sauratown Mountain or 
purchase a dual-band antenna so we could support 
remote receivers. It was moved, seconded, and all 
present voted to have Harlan move forward with 
making the formal request.

· 146.64 and 444.275 repeaters: The issues 
on the repeaters at Baptist Hospital lead Dale, 
WB9SZL, to believe there may be damage to the 
hardline. At some point, a concrete block wall was 
built which, unfortunately, prevents access and 
repair of the existing hardline. Baptist installed a 
new weatherhead last year to allow us to run a new 
line.

4. Bylaws Update: Terry Brown gave a summary of 
the proposed bylaws to replace the ones last 
updated in 1992(?). Copies were emailed out to the 
board of directors for review and comment before 
the meeting. There were some suggestions 
brought up about alternates or succession plans for 
the club and ARES® trustees. Trustee regulations 
are under Section 97.5(b)(2) of the FCC Rules. 
After the board has reviewed and commented on 
the proposed bylaws, the bylaw committee will 
incorporate the recommendations and return the 
edited bylaws for review.
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Station license granted to the trustee of the club:
h t t p s : / / w w w. f c c . g o v / w i r e l e s s / b u r e a u -
div is ions/mobi l i ty-divis ion/amateur-radio-
service/club-stations
https://www.fcc.gov/general/rules-regulations-title-
47

5. Project Group: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC, 
reminded everyone that the project group meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month from 6 to 9 pm at 
the Miller Park Community Center on Leisure Lane. 
Current project is an Arduino digital modes 
interface inspired by the DuinoVOX Kevin Loughlin, 
KB9RLW came up with.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHshPd52l-w
http://kb9rlw.blogspot.com/2016/08/cheap-and-
easy-to-build-digital-modes.html

Bobby Meier AA9AU, mentioned that if you like the 
Eclipse IDE, he has that working for the Arduino and 
can help you set it up.

6. Future programs: Terry, AK4D, asked if there 
were any updates to what the upcoming programs 
are going to be.

· David Shoaf, KC4X, stated there is a 
gentleman from Greensboro wanting to come give 
a fifteen minute talk about the Central NC Traffic 
net. The traffic net occurs every night on 146.820 at 
9:30. This is the net we interface with for ARES®. 
http://www.rowanars.org/resources/frequency-list/

· May - Harold Richardson, N4HER, will give a 
program on the basic setup for operating in digital 
modes. David, KC4X, thinks we need two programs 
- one on CAT control for keying the transmitter, the 
other being the sound card setup. Both are 
necessary to effectively operate the digital modes.

· May - part 2 - discussion of the hamfest.
· June will be Field Day - the hamfest will have 
already occurred before the June meeting.
· July - Either Amelia Earhart or Spy Radio by 
Brian Harrison, KN4R, a member of the Carolinas 
Chapter of the Antique Wireless Association. To 
whet your appetite:
https://www.qrz.com/db/kn4r 
· August - Repeaters by Dale Mierisch
· Geoff  KK4MOV has  a couple of  
uncommitted fall dates, one being Philip Jenkins, 
H4HF from Asheville who is willing to do a 

presentation on satellite operation. That may be in 
September.

7. Science Net: Bobby Meier, AA9AU, mentioned 
the science net that meets every Tuesday at 8 pm 
on 147.315, except on Project list nights, when it is 
delayed one day to Wednesday night. They discuss 
what's new, what's old, sometimes a refresher or a 
5-minute Science 101 introduction of a topic before 
discussion begins. Topics have included 
aerodynamic lift, relativistic gravity and species 
differentiation. Everyone is welcome, everyone 
knows something. David Shoaf, KC4X, suggested 
that information be posted on the club website; 
Terry, AK4D, asked for a write up to put up on the 
site and Don asked for a copy for the newsletter.

8. ARES® Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
provided an update on recent activities. Last 
Saturday he gave a presentation to the Tri-County 
Amateur Radio Club about ARES® and possibly 
starting their own section. The IMT we are under 
covers Davidson County as well, so we would 
automatically get deployed there and there is no 
reason Tri-County can't work along with us in that 
case. Harlan offered to work with them in talking to 
their emergency management folks and help them 
through the process.

http://nc4ar.org

9. W4TMR Celebration of Life: Harlan W1HRC 
made a correction on the date. It will now be held on 
May 19 at 4pm. Location will be Harlan's house, so 
they can get on 20 meters while the family is there 
and talk with some of Charlie's DX friends over the 
radio.

10. WEBEOC Training: Also WEB EOC is coming 
up on Thursday; Select Month April-2018 and 
Course Code FOR-WEBEOC-01 and hit the Find 
button again. We need more folks trained on 
WEBEOC. Currently it's just Harlan and Jim 
Mansfield, and they would get burned out fast 
running back-to-back 12 hour shifts.
Harlan needs a few more to complete the class so 
the 12-hour shifts in the EOC don't fall on just two 
people. You can sign up for the classes on 
NCTERMS, but you do have to be EOC qualified, 
which means having completed the 100, 200, 700 
and 800 courses, and having Harlan list you with 
the county. 

FARC Newsletter Page 7May, 2018



Harlan reminded everyone who has taken the 
county courses to go back and do the federal, take 
the tests and give him the certificates so he can get 
you RACES qualified.

11. New attendee: Howard Weinstein, K4CFI, used 
to run the Greensboro repeater at Guilford College. 
He moved away and now has moved back into the 
area.
 
13.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made, seconded and meeting was 
adjourned at 2030 hours.

FARC Newsletter Page 8

Kent Englebert - K4HKE
by David, KC4X

As many of you now know FARC Treasurer Kent 
was involved in a serious accident February 17, 
2018.  A trailer carrying a large  concrete culvert 
came loose and collided with Kent’s vehicle.  The 
driver kept going and the trailer had no tag or 
identification numbers. Kent is now home and is 
doing well but it will be a long recovery.  Kent, we 
want you to know we are with you and wish you a 
complete recovery.

Bob, W3AVB

B o b ’ s  w i f e  M a r y ,  
KM4WPO, reports that 
Bob fell and broke his hip 
on the 27th of April and he 
is in Trinity Glenn Nursing 
and rehab center.  He is 
doing well all things 
c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  i s  
progressing good with the physical therapy.  He is 
not good at being still and he isn’t a TV person so he 
is very bored. Please tell tell Bob we miss him and 
hope he heals soon.

KM4SII operation from PJ2T 
July 19-24, 2018
 

KM4SII will be operating from the PJ2T contest 
station along side PJ2/VE7DZO, PJ2/KM4ATT, and 
PJ2/KC9ZJX thanks to the Youth DX Adventure. 

If you can hear him, he can almost certainly hear you 
with all the aluminum in the air on Signal Point. Give 
us a call and be sure to try and work all three of us on 
as many bands as you can! 

Mason hopes to try to give an ATNO or a new 
band/mode to everyone, especially those in 
VK/ZL/JA as clublog says Curacao is very wanted in 
those parts of the world.

This is still in the early planning stages of this 
expedition, so check back later for more information! 
Also, be sure to keep an eye on the YDXA webesite 
here: http://www.qsl.net/n6jrl/​
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right are :  Stan Overby, Jim Mansfield, Dan 
O”leary and Jim Atkins.  I know a number of 
people told me directly - but my memory is fuzzy.  
I should take better notes.

On KB2GSD - I think the best summary is from 
his obituary on arrl.org:

www.arrl.org  07/21/2009:Walter Cronkite, KB2GSD (SK)

Legendary CBS newsman Walter Cronkite, KB2GSD, who held the title 
of "Most Trusted Man in America," passed away Friday, July 17 after a 
long illness. He was 92. The avuncular Cronkite anchored CBS Evening 
News for 19 years until 1981 when he retired. During that time, he 
reported on such subjects as the Kennedy assassinations, the Civil 
Rights movement, the Apollo XI lunar landing, Vietnam and the Vietnam-
era protests, the Arab-Israeli Six Day War, Watergate and the Begin-
Sadat peace accords.

Cronkite, an ARRL member, narrated the 6 minute video Amateur Radio 
Today. Produced by the ARRL in 2003, the video tells Amateur Radio's 
public service story to non-hams, focusing on ham radio's part in helping 
various agencies respond to wildfires in the Western US during 2002, 
ham radio in space and the role Amateur Radio plays in emergency 
communications. "Dozens of radio amateurs helped the police and fire 
departments and other emergency services maintain communications in 
New York, Pennsylvania and Washington, DC," narrator Cronkite intoned 
in reference to ham radio's response on September 11, 2001. "Their 
country asked, and they responded without reservation."

Walter Leland Cronkite was born in St Joseph, Missouri on November 4, 
1916, the only child of a dentist father and homemaker mother. When he 
was still young, his family moved to Texas. "One day, he read an article in 
Boys Life about the adventures of reporters working around the world -- 
and young Cronkite was hooked," said his obituary on the CBS Web site. 
"He began working on his high school newspaper and yearbook and in 
1933, he entered the University of Texas at Austin to study political 
science, economics and journalism. He never graduated. He took a part 
time job at the Houston Post and left college to do what he loved: report."

Cronkite's Professional Career

Cronkite made his mark as a World War II correspondent for United Press 
where he covered the D-Day invasion and bombing missions over 
Germany. After the war, he served as UP's chief correspondent at the 
Nuremburg War Crimes Trials and spent two years in Moscow. He joined 
CBS in 1950 as a Washington correspondent. He distinguished himself 
with his coverage of the 1952 and 1956 political conventions and as 
narrator of the documentary series The 20th Century. In 1962, he was 
named anchor of CBS Evening News, then 15 minutes in length; the 
following year, it became network TV's first 30 minute weeknight 
newscast. Cronkite's nightly sign-off -- "And that's the way it is" -- became 
part of the popular lexicon, his gravelly voice instantly recognizable.
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Mystery Ham
by Don, WS4NC

April’s Mystery Ham was an 
easy one - if you’ve been 
around a few years away.  It 
was Walter Cronkite,  
KB2GSD.  Many, many of 
you got that.  The names I 
can find (from my emails) 

At the time, the CBS Evening News lived in the long shadow cast by 
NBC's Huntley-Brinkley Report, the most popular television newscast in 
the country. "Expectations for the Cronkite newscast were not high," the 
CBS obituary said. "But in 1963, the broadcast was expanded to 30 
minutes -- and Cronkite won a title for which he had long campaigned, 
Managing Editor. The added time gave the broadcast more depth and 
variety, and the title gave Cronkite more influence over the content and 
coverage. And it came at a significant time. In September of that year, 
Cronkite launched the expanded program with an extended interview 
with President John F. Kennedy. Two months later, it was Cronkite who 
broke into the soap opera As The World Turns to announce that the 
president had been shot -- and later to declare that he had been killed."

CBS called it a "defining moment for Cronkite, and for the country. His 
presence -- in shirtsleeves, slowly removing his glasses to check the time 
and blink back tears -- captured both the sense of shock, and the struggle 
for composure, that would consume America and the world over the next 
four days."

One of Cronkite's enthusiasms was the space race. In 1969, when 
America sent a man to the moon, he couldn't contain himself. "Go baby, 
go!," he said, as Apollo XI took off. He ended up performing what critics 
described as "Walter to Walter" coverage of the mission -- staying on the 
air for 27 of the 30 hours that Apollo XI took to complete its mission.

In 1977, Cronkite interviewed Egyptian President Anwar El-Sadat, who, 
according to CBS, told Cronkite that, if invited, he'd go to Jerusalem to 
meet with Prime Minister Menachem Begin. The move was 
unprecedented. The next day, Begin invited Sadat to Jerusalem for talks 
that eventually led to the Camp David accords and the Israeli-Egyptian 
treaty.

"In 1981, Cronkite announced he would retire at the age of 65, to make 
way for a new anchor in the chair, Dan Rather," CBS said. "A 
commentator said it was like 'George Washington leaving the dollar bill.' 
Cronkite said on March 6, 1981, as he conclude his final broadcast as 
anchorman: 'Old anchormen, you see, don't fade away, they just keep 
coming back for more. And that's the way it is.'"

After leaving the evening news broadcast, Cronkite was seen and heard 
occasionally as a special correspondent for CBS, CNN and NPR. From 
1987-1992, he filled his last role for CBS News: Walter Cronkite's 20th 
Century, a 90 second radio segment for CBS Radio. A production 
company he cofounded in 1993, the Cronkite Ward Company, produced 
documentaries for the Discovery Channel, PBS and other networks. In 
2004, he wrote a weekly syndicated newspaper column that appeared in 
186 newspapers. For many years, Cronkite hosted the annual Vienna 
New Year's Concert on PBS and the Kennedy Center Honors.

In 2000, Cronkite was designated a Living Legend by the Library of 
Congress. Established during its Bicentennial celebration in 2000, the 
Library of Congress' Living Legend award is selected by the Library's 
curators and subject specialists to honor artists, writers, activists, 
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filmmakers, physicians, entertainers, sports figures and public servants 
who have made significant contributions to America's diverse cultural, 
scientific and social heritage. The professional accomplishments of the 
Living Legends have enabled them to provide examples of personal 
excellence that have benefited others and enriched the nation in a variety 
of ways.

NASA honored Cronkite by giving him their Ambassador of Exploration 
Award in 2006. "His marathon, live coverage of the first moon landing 
brought the excitement and impact of the historic event into the homes of 
millions of Americans and observers around the world," NASA said in a 
news release announcing the award. NASA presented the Ambassador 
of Exploration Award to the 38 astronauts and other key individuals who 
participated in the Mercury, Gemini and Apollo space programs for 
realizing America's vision of space exploration from 1961 to 1972. 
Cronkite was the first non-astronaut and only NASA outsider to receive 
the award, which consists of a small sample of lunar material encased in 
Lucite and mounted for public display. The material is part of the 842 
pounds of moon rocks brought back to Earth during the six Apollo 
expeditions between 1969 and 1972.

KB2GSD

Steve Mendelsohn, W2ML, was Cronkite's radio engineer at CBS for 
many years. "I had many chances to discuss my favorite hobby, ham 
radio, with 'the world's most trusted anchor man,'" he told the ARRL. 
"Gradually, his interest increased, but on finding that he had to pass a 
Morse code test, he balked, saying it was too hard for him; however, he 
told me he had purchased a receiver and listened every night for a few 
minutes to the Novice bands.

"At the CBS Radio Network, Walter would arrive 10 minutes before we 
went on the air to read his script aloud, make corrections for his style of 
grammar and just 'get in the mood' to do the show. In those days Rich 
Moseson, W2VU, was the producer of a show called In the News, a 3 
minute television show for children voiced by CBS Correspondent 
Christopher Glenn. On this day, Rich was at the Broadcast Center to 
record Chris' voice for his show and had dropped by my control room to 
discuss some upcoming ARRL issues [Mendelsohn was ARRL Hudson 
Division Director at the time -- Ed].

"When Walter walked into the studio, I started to set the show up at the 
behest of our director, Dick Muller, WA2DOS. In setting up the tape 
recorders, I had to send tone to them and make sure they were all at 
proper level. Having some time, I grabbed The New York Times and 
started sending code with the tone key on the audio console. For 10 
minutes I sent code and noticed Walter had turned his script over and 
was copying it.

"We went to air, as we did every day, at 4:50 PM and after we were off, 
Walter brought his script into the control room. Neatly printed on the back 
was the text I had sent with the tone key. Rich and I looked at the copy, he 
nodded, and I told Walter that he had just passed the code test. He 
laughed and asked when the formal test was, but I reminded him that it 
took two general class licensees to validate the test and he had just 
passed the code. Several weeks later he passed the written test and the 
FCC issued KB2GSD to the 'most trusted anchorman in America.'

"Having passed the licensing test, Walter was now ready to get on the air. 
His first QSO was on 10 meters about 28.390 MHz. He was nervous and I 
called him on the phone to talk him through his first experience. As we 
talked on the air, a ham from the Midwest come on and called me. 
Acknowledging him, I asked the usual questions about where he was 
from, wanting to give Walter a bit of flavor of what the hobby was about. I 
turned it over to Walter, and following his introduction, the gentleman in 
the Midwest said, 'That's the worst Walter Cronkite imitation I've ever 
heard!'

"I suggested that maybe it was Walter and the man replied, 'Walter 
Cronkite is not even a ham, and if he was, he certainly wouldn't be here 
on 10 meters.' Walter and I laughed for weeks at that one."

In 2007, the Radio Club of America (RCA) presented Cronkite with the 
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Armstrong Award, the RCA's foremost achievement award and named 
for its first recipient, Major Edwin Armstrong. Upon presenting the 
award to the esteemed newsman, Richard Somers, W6NSV, said, 
"Each year, the Radio Club of America recognizes outstanding 
achievement in the field of wireless communications by honoring 
individuals who have made significant contributions to the industry and 
the public it serves. The highest and most prestigious award given by 
the Club is the Armstrong Medal, created in 1935 and named after 
Major Edwin Armstrong, wireless pioneer and inventor of FM radio. 
Since that time, this award has been presented infrequently and only to 
the most accomplished and deserving individuals -- those who have 
made important contributions to the radio art and science. As his 
significant contribution, our award recipient has used the medium of 
television to keep the American public informed of the news in a 
manner never before imagined. And tonight, we have the distinct 
privilege of having that individual with us, America's best known and 
most respected broadcast journalist, Walter Cronkite."

When Somers was done with his speech, Cronkite stepped to the 
podium and Somers handed him the award. Cronkite simply said: 
"Thank you for accepting me as one of you and for your 
accomplishments in the field of communications."

Before the RCA banquet and ceremony, ARRL Hudson Division 
Director Frank Fallon, N2FF, presented Cronkite with the ARRL 
President's Award. This award, created in 2003 by the ARRL Board of 
Directors, recognizes an ARRL member or members who "have 
shown long-term dedication to the goals and objectives of ARRL and 
Amateur Radio" and who have gone the extra mile to support individual 
League programs and goals. Cronkite was selected to receive the 
award in April 2005 in recognition of his outstanding support of the 
ARRL and Amateur Radio by narrating the videos Amateur Radio 
Today and The ARRL Goes to Washington. "It was quite a thrill to make 
this presentation to Cronkite," Fallon said. "He has long been 
recognized as the 'most trusted man in America,' so lining our causes 
to his face, name and voice has been a great help."

Mendelsohn remembered Cronkite as a wonderful friend with a great 
sense of humor: "On one particular day, I was a bit withdrawn and 
missed several cues on the radio show. After the show, Walter come 
into the control room and asked our director, Dick Muller, WA2DOS, 
what was wrong. Dick explained that my dad had just had an operation 
and that I was quite worried, as my father was in his late 60s. Later that 
night, I went to visit my father in the hospital and when I arrived, all he 
would talk about was how thrilled he was talking with Walter Cronkite 
on the phone for a half hour before I arrived! I was stunned, as I had not 
told anyone but the director about the operation. I found out the next 
day that Walter had asked his secretary to call all of the hospitals on 
Long Island to find my dad and talk with him, and even though I saw 
Walter in the hallway after work, he never told me he had talked with my 
dad. This was the measure of the man, never too busy to help 
someone he worked with. To me, Walter was always a friend, not just 
The Most Trusted Anchorman in America."

Cronkite is the recipient of a Peabody Award, the William White Award 
for Journalistic Merit, an Emmy Award from the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, the George Polk Journalism Award and a Gold 
Medal from the International Radio and Television Society. In 1981, 
during his final three months on the CBS Evening News, Cronkite 
received 11 major awards, including the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. In 1985, he became the second newsman, after Edward R. 
Murrow, to be selected for the Television Hall of Fame.

In 2006, Cronkite was asked in an interview with Gail Shister if he ever 
thought about death. "When you get to be 89," he said, "you have to 
think about it a little bit. It doesn't prey on me, and it doesn't keep me 
awake nights. Occasionally, when I'm upset about something else, I 
think, 'My gosh, I don't know if I should do this or that because I'm not 
sure I'll be here that long to enjoy it.’

June’s Mystery Ham is on Page 12
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club - 9 April 2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 9 April 2018 
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the 
Red Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called 
to order by President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 1928 
hours .  Dav id  welcomed a l l  a t tendees,  
approximately 49, for coming out this evening, and 
invited each to give their name and callsign.

2.  Treasurer's Report: David Shoaf, KC4X, gave the 
no-treasurer's report. Our treasurer, Kent Englebert, 
K4HKE, is still recuperating from a car wreck he 
suffered in January. Our balance in the bank is 
$6500.13. We still have our regular bills, such as 
phone, cable, and power for the repeater.

3. Dues reminder: David reminded folks to check 
and see if they were current on their club dues. In 
Kent's absence, the Club Secretary, Jim Register, is 
collecting dues and membership forms.

4.  VEC Report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported 
we had four candidates and all passed their tests.
Doc Holliday, WB4QIZ upgraded to Extra. Mary 
DePuy, KN4LKO, Steven Weifenbach, KN4LKP and 
Samuel Bearden, KN4LKQ, earned their Technician 
licenses. Dale and the club offered congratulations 
to all. Dale also recognized the VEs for their support 
in the addition of all these new hams.

5. Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, 
reported that the 145.47 machine is up, but we still 
have some duplexing problems causing de-sense 
on the receive side. We will be chasing down the 
issues. The 146.64 and 444.275 machines on 
Baptist hospital still have the interference issues. 
Dale has rebuilt a standby machine for 444.275 
which is being tested live at his house. He plans to 
raise the antenna a bit, test for a few weeks, and if all 
goes well, install it at one of our current repeater 
locations.
EchoLink is working on the .47, but the .64 EchoLink 
server is down right now. Dale asked that folks 
noticing changes in the signal quality please send in 
reports.

6. Project Group: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC, 

reminded everyone of the group that meets in the 
Miller Park Community Center, 400 Leisure Lane. 
They meet on the third Tuesday from 7 pm till about 9 
pm.  The current project they are working on is an 
inexpensive sound card interface to go between 
your computer and radio for working digital modes. 
Components for a prototype have been ordered; 
The Arduino Nano and USB sound interface are in; 
waiting on resistors, capacitors and pots. The 
Tigertronics SignaLink USB is a popular example of 
this device. You don't have to be a ham or a member 
of the club to participate, just have an interest in 
discussing things technical or a project you are 
working on.

7. Upcoming program: Harold Richardson, N4HER, 
will give a program on setting up a station for digital 
communications, starting at a beginner's level. 
There are two basic elements. The first is the 
Computer Aided Transceiver (CAT) interface, by 
which the computer manages the rig settings such 
as transmit and receive frequencies and keys the 
rig. The second is the USB sound card interface, 
which transfers the audio tones between the rig and 
the computer for processing. 

8. Amateur Radio Parity Act: Harlan Reports the act 
still has not been passed. He has a letter from 
Senator Burr stating that the Commerce Committee 
has twice attempted to pass the bill in the Senate by 
unanimous consent. Senator Burr, and almost every 
other senator out there, supports the bill. The lone 
exception is the ranking member of the committee, 
who twice objected to the bill this session and 
prevented the bill from coming out of committee last 
session as well. That senator is Bill Nelson out of 
Florida. Since he is the ranking member, he can stop 
it from coming out of committee. It is suggested that 
we all send email and letters asking why he objects 
to the bill.

9. Program - Go Kits: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, our 
ARES® Emergency Coordinator, talked about the 
importance of having Go-Kits and what should be in 
them.  He covered both personal and radio 
deployment kits: the things you need to take care of 
yourself so you can be effective, as well as the gear 
you need to be able to communicate. The video of 
the presentation is up on the website, as well as an 
expanded go-kit checklist.

http://www.w4nc.com/past/04_2018/Go_Box_Kit_9
April2018.mp4
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ht tp : / /www.w4nc.com/ f i les /ARES%20GO-
KITS%20Checklist.pdf

Ed. Note: I went looking for laminated maps, but 
didn't find laminated street maps except those 
intended for tourists. I did find waterproof or 
laminated topo maps from mytopo.com. This is a list 
of some of the places I found things, not a list of 
endorsements.

For official state road maps:
https://www.ncdot.gov/travel/statemapping/

DeLorme®, now a part of Garmin, sells atlases for 
each state; the North Carolina version is copyright 
2016.
https://buy.garmin.com/en-US/US/p/575993

Ed. Note: I had seen the following website 
recommended as a source of printed and digital 
topographical maps, but the lack of street names 
would seem to make them more useful for search 
and rescue than driving. They are available in 
various sizes and scales in waterproof or laminated 
versions. Also note the source date - the Winston 
Salem map I looked at showed a source date of 
1997 - it correctly shows a stream where the lake 
used to be. 
https://www.mytopo.com/map.cfm

The USGS is another source for maps; the one for 
my area, dated 2016, still shows a lake where the 
lake used to be....
https://store.usgs.gov/map-locator

10. Business Meeting: David, KC4X, reminded 
everyone about our upcoming business meeting on 
April 16, 2018 at Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis Plaza 
Drive. The meeting starts at 7:30; we get there 
between 6:00 and 7:30 to eat, and hang around until 
9 or so when they want to go home.

11. Webmaster: Terry Brown, AK4D, reminded 
everyone that the video from last month's 
presentation is up on the website. David, KC4X, 
reminded everyone to think about watching it after 
Harold's presentation next month. Jerry, K4GW, 
reported that people are watching the videos; Brian 
Cave, AB4BC, is getting 10 emails a day from 
around the country regarding the presentation.

9.  Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made 
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and seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 2041 
hours.

10.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below are the 
names of FARC meeting attendees.  
Adam Martin KN4GCB, Barbara Lee <none>, Bill 
Kennedy WD4OTY, Bob McClellan W3AVB, Bobby 
Meier AA9AU, Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM, Cathy Melvin 
KM4OCS, Charles Lee <none>, Dale Mierisch 
WB9SZL, Daryl Knight N5WK, David Ramsey 
W4OIL, David Shoaf KC4X, Doc Holliday 
WB4QIZ/AE, Gary Miller WA4VMC, Gene Bowman 
WB4MSG, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Harlan Cobert 
W1HRC, Harold Richardson N4HER, Henry 
Heidtmann W2DZO, Henry Smith W4HHS, Jeff 
Stafford AC4YN, Jerry Minor K4GW, Jim Atkins 
W4UX, Jim Bielski KJ4FIN, Jim Register KV4SJ, 
John Kippe K1PPE, Jonathan Sharp KM4RAD, 
Judson Davis KG4OHQ, Ken Kayser K2KXK, Ken 
Melvin KM4NFQ, Mary McClellan KM4WPO, 
Mason Matrazzo KM4SII, Matt Taylor KB1BSR, 
Mike Brown W4LKN, Mike Pope K4OLD, Mike 
Vernon KN4GGA, Pedro Tomas KN4GKY, Raja 
Chatterjee KB6MTH, Richard Talbert W4IHC, Ron 
Adkins KM4WPN, Ron Gregoire W4UDB, Ronn 
Dunn KN4RKD, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Sparky 
Ramey KE4TES, Steve Iltis KM4OCR, Steve 
Patterson WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Terry Good 
W3NPS, Van Key KC4WSK.

June’s Mystery Ham

This month it’s going to be a harder one.  The 
answer will be in next month’s Newsletter.
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Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don

FARC Newsletter

That’s All Folks . . . 

Hope you enjoyed this 
month’s Newsletter.  

Thanks to all who helped 
get this month’s Newsletter 
together.  This month’s 
Newsletter was a little 
rushed.  I will be late to the 
Monday meeting,  but  

thanks to Henry, W2DZO, the building will be 
opened on time and the meeting will be recorded.  
Hopefully I will be there before the meeting is over.

Hope to see all at the Monday FARC meetings!          
73, Don WS4NC

W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and 
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on 
it.  Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this 
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.  
Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com

W4NC Live

Prior to February we have tried to use a free 
streaming service to put FARC programs on 
line.  The old system left something to be 
desired.  It was an ad-based service and at 
critical times, whether you wanted it or not, 
you would get one of those screaming ads.  
By the time the ad was over, the one part you 
really, really wanted to hear was past.  The 
resolution was poor and the ads were 
intrusive - but it was free.

We are in the transition to youtube.  
February’s program was the first to use it.  
March’s is an improvement but we will get 
better still.  April’s Program is now available 
on the the w4NC website.  Pedro, KM4GKY, 
has become our “youtuber” expert.  We 
decided not to stream it all, we’ll just put the 
video up later in the month.  We have spent a 
bit on equipment to do this and we don’t have 
all the kinks worked out just yet.  But the final 
result (that hasn’t been posted to youtube 
just yet) seems to be a really good product.  
The video for February, March and April is 
available on w4nc.com right now.  We are 
learning and will get better.  
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