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January Program:  "Homebrew Show-&-Tell”.   Build something - Bring it - Show it - Tell about it - 
then receive oohs and ahhhs!

Love & Kisses Year

On December 30 FARC celebrated our 88 year 
anniversary.  Most of us know 73, from the CW than 
means “best regards”.  That is a hold over from the 
early telegraph days when some codes were used to 
make messages shorter.  Another is 88 which meant 
“Love and Kisses”.  So that makes this our “Love 
and Kisses” year. 
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Winston-Salem Hamfests
2nd Year at New Location

Starting last year with the January 2018 Hamfest we 
will have a new location, Robinhood Rd Baptist 
Church on 5422 Robinhood Road.  The date is 
Saturday, January 5, 2019.  There is a larger indoor 
space than the old Summit School location and more 
parking.  A “drones-eye view” is shown at right with the 
spaces laid out.  The building for the indoor tables is 
shown in the picture below (courtesy of Harold, 

N4HER).  We will have tailgating just outside the 
indoor building.  There is very close handicap parking 
and lots of general parking to the right of the building.

Firstfest Date and Time: Saturday, January 5, 2019 
from 7 am to Noon 

Firstfest Location: Robinhood Road Baptist Church at 
5422 Robinhood Road, Winston-Salem, NC 

There will be vendors, lots of door prizes--must be 
present to win, lots of parking, a large outdoor 
tailgating area, complimentary coffee and donuts for 
the early birds and more!!! So come on down and join 
us!!  

Admission is $5 per person. If you need to rent an 
indoor table, get table rental pricing and reserve tables 
by contacting us: hamfest (-at-) w4nc (-dot-) com 

There will be move in assistance for Inside Vendors 
with a Friday load-in from 5pm to 6:30pm and starting 
at 6:30am Saturday. 

We are grateful to Robinhood Road Baptist Church for 
hosting us and we look forward to a great event.



due to our Annual Dinner Meeting.

Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new 
applicants as well as upgrades. Exams will be 
given the 2nd Monday of every month, except 
December, prior to the FARC regular meeting.  
The normal starting time is 6:20PM  The place is . 
the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum Drive in 
Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via e-
mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your 
phone number and email address. You may pre-
register or get additional information via Email to 
testing(@)w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch 
WB9SZL

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade 
their license MUST bring:

A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must 
be attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their 
CSCE if they have one.

For new hams, please complete the information 
on the FARC application (usually the last page of 
the Newsletter), if you have not already done so, 
for a free Membership to the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - 
Exam date". Once the form is completed, bring to 
the next club meeting, or please scan and email to 
me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in 
room 109 at the Red Cross building. You are 
Encouraged to arr ive ear ly at 6:20 PM 
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> 

FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session 
Manager

No testing last month 
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Patent US147119A:  S. V. Francis, 1874.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-
art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-
meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz 
tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program 
on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross 
building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club 
conducts its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on 
the 3rd Monday generally at [a restaurant soon to be 
determined].  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All club 
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business 
meeting.  For more information about FARC mail us at 
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 
336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2019 are:

President:  Sam Pindexter, N4TG
Vice-President:  Ian MacArthur, W4STH
Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO

Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO

Field Day Chairman:  Daryl Knight, N5WK
House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2005-2018, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs 
are on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and 
would like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.



w4nc <dot> com. We try to accommodate walk-
ins if we can.

Our b iggest  chal lenge cont inues to be 
encouraging upgrade candidates to bring a copy 
of their license to exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 
2016, upgrade candidates forgetting copies of 
their license, will be dismissed and invited to bring 
their license copy to next month’s exam session.  
A copy of your license must accompany the 
application to the FCC. Any missing copies 
unfortunately delays the entire license process for 
all exam candidates. Bring your original license, if 
you have one, two forms of ID, $12.00 and 
successful completion forms (CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to 
Download” 
box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet card and to 
display in your station. The reference copy does not satisfy the legal 
requirements.

FCC Exams in Thomasville

This announcement is to advise that amateur exams will be 
administered on Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 9:30 AM at the 
Thomasville Public Library at 21 Randolph Street which is just down 
the street from the "big chair" at the railroad tracks at the square in 
Thomasville NC.  Walk-ins are gladly accepted.

Bring 2 ID's with one being a photo ID and your Social Security 
number or FRN number. If licensed bring a photo ID and a signed 
copy of your license for upgrading exam. Also any CSCE credits you 
have which may apply.  The fee is $12.00 cash--NO CHECKS for 
each applicant.

Wish everyone the best!!
Rae Everhart  K4SWN

Chief Officer W4VEC/VEC
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January Mystery 
Ham

Ok, let’s start this up 
again.  This is a famous 
person who is a ham 
radio operator.  Any body 
got this one?  Email me 
your guess to dedwards 
<at> dwepe <dot> com.  
All you win is a mention in 
the next Newsletter but 
then all publicity is good 
publicity, right?

January, 2019

1952 Sclhitz Ham Radio Ad

Back in 2017 I ran this in the FARC Newsletter.  
Somehow it had slipped under the ham radio radar 
for a long time.  Just recently this started popping up 
in a lot of ham radio gossip sites.  Someone is even 
selling metal replicas on eBay and Amazon.



Calendar of Upcoming Ham 
Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this 
together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks 
Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a correction or something that should be here 
please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this a more useful list 
including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

Hamfests, Contests and other events:

Jan 5, 2019  Winston-Salem FirstFest.  

Feb 2, 2019 Richmond, VA Frostfest and ARRL 
Convention.  See http://frostfest.com/wp/

March 23, 2019  Charleston, WV Hamfest  Charleston 
Coliseum and Convention Center, WV

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see  for more up-to-www.w4nc.com
date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September 
and December.  See the website for details.  Locations 
varies.  ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing 
your Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. 
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each 
Saturday morning.   The next Piedmont Chapter 126 
meeting will be held on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at the 
Bestfood Cafeteria in Siler City, NC. ALL members and 
guests are welcome! Wearing your ham badge is 
encouraged. Directions: The Best Food Cafeteria is at 220 
East 11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone number is 919-
742-2475 and located on Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West 
of the intersection with Highway 421, and right across the 
street from Marsh Auto Parts.  When: Plan to arrive at 11:30 
AM to socialize, dinner at 12 noon, business and program at 
about 12:45 PM. Board members are requested to arrive at 
11 AM.

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   : Meets for Dinner 
(optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting and program 
at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 
Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, 
check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : This 
may not be accurate.  Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB 
that “they are ‘slightly’ active, but basically there is a small 
group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.  Maybe 6-
10 members at this point?”  Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that 
“The last meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic 
Lodge located at 3229 Ray T Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 
27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this meeting. 
The club gained several new members on Field Day and also 
had a new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.”  Contact Doyle 

at doyle5362 <at> yahoo <dot> com

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs 
meet at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting on second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 
27607.  Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting 
officially begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly 
dinner on the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS 
dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden 
Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc  . at the 
Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  FCC Exams are 
offers starting at 6:20 PM (please preregister at info <at> 
w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a program 
on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the 
Rowan County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  
Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM local time, except 
for the July and December meetings which are “dinner” 
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning 
about 6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may include equipment 
demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just open 
discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the 
next meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Business Meeting  . Open to all FARC members and 
interested visitors.  We meet at Hams Restaurant (how 
appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Society usually held 
at Tex & Shirley's Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping 
Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

4th Mondays(?):  Guilford Amateur Radio Association 
Eat at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Captain Bill's 
Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West Market St., Greensboro, 
NC 27409.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
Thomasville: Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of 
each month at the Denny's in Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill 
D r i v e  ( m a p  i t ) .  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s e e :  
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually 
meets in Cary.   Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -  Next club meeting is ? ; 
the meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test 
Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin County Regional 
Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com
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2018 Annual Meeting and 
Installation of Officers

FARC met at Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road in 
December to celebrate our successful 2018 year.  
Outgoing Predistent David Shoaf, KC4X presented 
Incoming President Sam Poindexter, NI4TG, with 
the “Presidential Tie”.  Not sure if Sam is required to 
wear it at all meetings.  Our warmest thanks to David 
for 2 years of a job well done, along with our best 
wishes for Sam’s upcoming service.
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Amateur of the Year

Each year the Presdient selects one person who has 
done the most for Amateur Raido in Forsyth County.  
This year was a bit problematic, since there were 
several people who went above and beyond the call 
the duty.  Due to construction on the top of 
Sauratown Mountain we lost the site we have used 
since 1980 that has hosted the 145.47 repeater.  
Since this is such a wide coverage repeater that was 
a significant loss and there was some scrambling to 
find a suitable and similar site that would give the 
same coverage.  

First we had to remove the equipment quickly.  That 
was a major amount of work.  Then we had to find a 
temporary site.  Then all the equipment had to be 
reloacted again.  And, predictably, things did not go 
smoothly.  But three people did the major part of the 
work.  Those three were Dale, WB9SZL; Harold 
W4HER and Jim, KV4SJ (pictured below from left ot 
right).  

And then there was finding both a temporary site and 
then a permeant site back on Sauratown Mountain.  
Jerry Minor, pictured at bottom, allowed us to use his 
fire tower near the Forsyth/Davidson county lines as 
a temporary site.  And then Jerry was instrumental in 
helping us find a replacement site back on 
Sauratown Mountain.  So we have not one, but 
FOUR Amateur’s of the Year.  Thank guys for all 
your help.   

145.47 is a key FARC asset, one that allows us to 
serve as a mojor resource for ARES/AuxComm.  
There really is no replacement for the location on 
Sauratown Mountain.  
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Upcoming Programs

Thanks to Geoff, KK4MOV, our outgoing Vice-President 
for setting up some of the best programs we have had in 
recent memory.  Our new Incoming Vice-President, Ian 
MacAuthur,W4STH, will be setting some great programs 
as well.  

The January meeting is our annual Show-&-Tell 
Homebrew night.  Please bring any projects that you have 
been working on and lets us all have a look.

February’s program is not locked in yet, but there are 
several options.

Upcoming in March will be SkyWarn training.  This is 
always a highly attended program with lots of guests.  Be 
sure to arrive early to get a good seat.

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second 
Monday night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum 
Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM 
this month!).   FCC testing is usually available, please 
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.  Examinees 
should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is on the  of Business Third Monday
the month at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of Hanes 
Mall Blvd.  The meeting starts around 7:30 pm.  (We 
usually arrive a little earlier and order dinner.)  All are 
welcome.



Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting – 08 October  
2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ) 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 08 October 2018 
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the 
Red Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called 
to order by President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 1933 
h o u r s .  D a v i d  w e l c o m e d  a l l  a t t e n d e e s , 
approximately 41, for coming out this evening, and 
invited each to give their name and callsign.

2.  Bylaws: Terry Brown, AK4D, gave an overview of 
the changes in the updated bylaws, which have 
been on the website for review for about a month. 
David Shoaf, KC4X, asked for questions from the 
floor before the vote. There being none, Harlan 
Cobert, W1HRC, moved that we approve the bylaws 
as written. Doc Holliday, WB4QIZ seconded, and the 
bylaws were approved by unanimous vote.
David thanked the committee members for their 
work on the bylaws.

3.  Nominat ing Commit tee Report :  Harold 
Richardson, N4HER, gave the recommendations of 
the nominating committee. Kent Englebert K4KHE 
has agreed to continue to serve as Treasurer for the 
next two years. Sam Poindexter, NI4TG, has 
accepted the nomination for President, Ian 
MacArthur, W4STH, has accepted the nomination 
for Vice-president, and Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO, 
has accepted the nomination for secretary.

Harold reminded everyone that the vote will be at the 
November meeting. If anyone wants to step up and 
take one of the positions, they can put their name in 
the hat and we will either have a vote or approve the 
recommended nominees at the November meeting.

4. Program: Brian Harrison, KN4R, gave a program 
on Radio and the Disappearance of Amelia Earhart 
and Fred Noonan. Brian has a web page about the 
subject:
 http://www.kn4r.com/kn4r/Amelia_Earhart.html

The presentation is available on YouTube at the 
following link (the audio clears up after the first 
minute):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw57Yb1ul9c

Brian is also a member of the Carolinas Chapter of 
the Antique Wireless Association at 
http://cc-awa.club

5.  Treasurer's Report: Kent Englebert, K4HKE, 
gave a brief treasurer's report. Our balance in the 
bank is $3,899.50 as of 4 pm. We did get some dues 
and stuff in, so we'll be north of $4,000 when the 
bank deposit is made in the next day or two.

6. Business Meeting: David, KC4X, reminded 
everyone about our upcoming business meeting 
next Monday at Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis Plaza 
Drive, right near the new Academy Sports. The 
meeting starts at 7:30; we get there between 6:00 
and 7:30 to eat, and hang around until 9 or so.

7. AUXCOMM Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
reminded everyone about the upcoming ECOMM 
Net Controller class coming up before the next 
meeting. It will be on Nov 10, 2018 from 8:30 am until 
4 pm on Saturday.

Details from last month:
ECOMM Net Controller Course - November 10th 
8:30am until 4 pm. There will be a lunch break. All 
you need is an amateur radio license - the ICS certs 
are not required for this.  Morning will be going 
through scenarios, teaching what has to be done, 
including the documentation, and creating a 
communications plan. Harlan did one the other night 
for the Dixie Classic Fair - took about twenty 
minutes, but i t  included al l  players - law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, etc. Afternoon will be 
exercises - be split into three-person teams.

8.  Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made and 
seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 2102 hours.

9.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below is a 
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, David Shoaf KC4X,  Brian 
Harrison KN4R,  Derek Godfrey KN4OCW, Jerry 
Minor K4GW, Philip Van Horn KN4HQL, Donna 
Hyatt KN4HQK, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, Jim 
Atkins W4UX, Ron Gregoire W4UDB, Geoff Rudy 
KK4MOV, David McDonald N5WNB, Bobby Meier 
AA9AU, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Van Key 
KC4WSK, Richard Talbert W4IHC, Donald 
McCracken, Jim Sarfert N3LBJ, Mark Gaines 
KM4TUK, David Ramsey W4OIL, Mark DePuy 
KN4LKO, Gaff Pearce W4GYP, Michael Pope 
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K4OLD, Terry Good W3NPS, Ken Kayser K2KXK, 
Neil Pruitt WD4LSS, Gene Bowman WB4MSG, 
Harold Richardson N4HER, Jason Powell WC4K, 
Chris Rodie KW4VK, Doc Holliday WB4QIZ, Henry 
Smith W4HHS, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Jeff 
Stafford AC4YN, Pedro Tomas KN4GKY, Jim 
Register KV4SJ, Kent Englebert K4HKE, Terry 
Brown AK4D, Don Edwards WS4NC, Alberto 
Lorenzo KK4TUW, Steven Mierisch KG4JWU. 

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting – 10 September  
2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ) 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 10 September 
2018 meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at 
the Red Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was 
called to order by President David Shoaf, KC4X, at 
1938 hours. David welcomed all attendees, 
approximately 53, for coming out this evening, and 
invited each to give their name and callsign.

2.  Treasurer's Report: Kent Englebert, K4HKE, had 
to work, so David, K4CX, gave a brief treasurer's 
report. Our balance in the bank is roughly $3,600.99, 
which does not include two generous donations we 
got this evening. The Vagabond Ragchew Net 
normally gives $200 to us and $150 to Jerry to 
support the backup repeater; Jerry graciously gave 
his $150 to us.

3.  Bylaws Committee Report: Terry Brown, AK4D, 
reported the status of the updated bylaws.
The final version of the club bylaws has been 
presented to club president David Shoaf, KC4X. 
This is the first update since 1991, and it spells out 
what the club is all about, types of membership, 
dues, elected officers, types of meetings (regular 
and business) and what constitutes a quorum for 
each. It also specifies the makeup of the board of 
directors and duties for each office, committees, 
coordinators, chairs, and most imprtant, club trustee 
and regulations concerning the trustee. The updated 
bylaws specify the parliamentary authority, the 
process for amending the bylaws, and finally, the 
process for dissolution of the club, if it should ever 
happen.

Terry thanked the members of the bylaws 

commit tee:  Don Edwards WS4NC, Henry 
Heidtmann W2DZO, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Jim 
Register KV4SJ. Terry was reminded to include 
Terry Brown AK4D in that group.

The updated bylaws will be posted on the web site in 
a few days for members to review.

David Shoaf, KC4X, thanked the committee for their 
service, and reminded those present that the vote on 
teh bylaws will be at the October meeting and 
members must be up to date on their dues to be 
eligible to vote.

4. AUXCOMM Report: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
discussed the upcoming Tour to Tanglewood, 
expected activities dealing with hurricane Florence, 
and training requirements.

Tour to Tanglewood:
· Coming up on September 22 and 23.
· We need four more radio operators. We were 
one shy and we lost another three to medical issues. 
If you have a Technician license and a handheld 
radio, you are good to go for this event.
· Need a couple of people to operate the Super 
SAGs, which are fifteen passenger vans.
· The ARES page on the club website has the 
signup link where you can verify that you have 
signed up or look for a gap you can fill. If you can 
help, please do.
· Harlan stressed the importance of supporting 
the ride, as it is one of the larger rides they do in the 
Carolinas. Last year, this particular ride brought in 
over $802,000 of the Bike MS total of $1,400,000 in 
the Carolinas.

Hurricane Florence:
· Harlan is getting daily briefings at the EOC; if 
he is unavailable, he will ask someone else to attend 
in his place. Harlan then outlined the location and 
process for accessing the EOC.
· Harlan may get deployed to the coast as part 
of the Forsyth County Incident Management Team, 
but if he does, AUXCOMM still needs to operate 
here. Harlan asked that anyone WebEOC qualified 
let him know tonight, so you can step in and serve as 
the senior operator at the EOC in case he gets 
deployed. Each shift would need a senior and at 
least one additional operator.
· EOC activation is very possible as early as 
late Thursday or early Friday.
· AUXCOMM is currently in an Alert phase. It is 
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time to complete your household hurricane preps 
and double check that your radio equipment is all in 
working order, batteries charges, chargers handy, 
antennas good, etc. Recently at a public service 
event, the net controller showed up with an HT that 
lasted ten minutes before the batteries died. Make 
sure our stuff is operational.
· Florence is expected to track through High 
Point as a Category 1, weakening to a tropical storm 
by the time it hits Winston Salem, where it is 
expected to stall. That means substantial rain (7 - 20 
inches) and wind for an extended period of time. This 
will cause flooding, downed trees, and loss of power.
· Starting Tuesday night at 8pm, we will stand 
up a nightly AUXCOMM net for briefings. The nightly 
net will continue as long as necessary.

Training:
· ECOMM Net Controller Course - November 
10th 9am until 4 pm. There will be a lunch break. All 
you need is an amateur radio license - the ICS certs 
are not required for this.  Morning will be going 
through scenarios, teaching what has to be done, 
including the documentation, and creating a 
communications plan. Harlan did one the other night 
for the Dixie Classic Fair - took about twenty 
minutes, but i t  included al l  players - law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, etc. Afternoon will be 
exercises - be split into three-person teams.
· If you haven't taken the ICS 100, 200, 700 
and 800 courses, please do - they are available 
online:
 https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?c
ode=IS-100.b
· ICS-300: If you have the ability and would like 
to be the senior operator at the EOC, please take the 
ICS-300 class. This is a three-day long classroom-
only course.
· DHS AUXCOMM Course: This 3-day course 
will be offered again next year, and you are 
encouraged to apply for and take it. It is held 
annually at the Charlotte Fire Academy. Enrollment 
is limited to 30 people. The state normally pays for 
the hotel; your expenses would be travel each way, 
breakfast and dinner each day. Lunch is provided.

5. Program - Satellite 101: Philip Jenkins, N4HF 
gave a program on operating with and through 
amateur satellites. The handout is available here: 
http://www.w4nc.com/files/SATELLITES_YOU_MA
Y_BE_ABLE_TO_HEAR-WS.pdf
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The presentation is available on YouTube at the 
following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiSY6IBcV1A

6. Business Meeting: David, KC4X, reminded 
everyone about our upcoming business meeting 
next Monday at Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis Plaza 
Drive, right near the new Academy Sports. The 
meeting starts at 7:30; we get there between 6:00 
and 7:30 to eat, and hang around until 9 or so.

7. Florence 8pm Brief: Harlan, W1HRC, gave an 
update. The track forecast has moved north and 
east, so Florence should pass between us and 
Greensboro. We will still get 7 - 12 inches of rain and 
plenty of wind. Harlan reminded everyone that he 
needs two people with WebEOC training to go in for 
the briefings and EOC standup in case he gets 
deployed.

8.  Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made and 
seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 2057 hours.

9.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below are the 
names of FARC meeting attendees.
Harold Richardson N4HER, Mary McClellan 
KM4WPO, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, David Shoaf 
KC4X, Doug MacArthur W4STH, Harlan Cobert 
W1HRC, Jerry Minor K4GW, Terry Brown AK4D, 
Kent Englebert K4HKE, Jim Register KV4SJ, 
Steven Mierisch KG4JWU, Henry Heidtmann 
W2DZO, Jeff Stafford AC4YN, Pedro Tomas 
KN4GKY, Bill Kennedy WD4OTY, Daryl Knight 
N5WK, Dick Moss KF4ML, Ken Melvin KM4NFQ, 
Cathy Melvin KM4OCS, Rick McCullough 
KN4OWZ, Mike Brown W4LKN, Sam Poindexter 
NI4TG, David O Nan KM4PDA, John Canup 
KM4HVB, Linda Worland KW4UD, Ken Worland 
KW4UC, Gaff Pearce W4GYP, Linda Worland 
KW4UD, Ken Worland KW4UC, Gaff W4GYP, Tim 
Yarbrough KF4HHG, Bonretta Yarbrough, Aubrey 
Johnson KN4OXC, Philip Jenkins N4HF, Logan 
Weddle KN4MZR, Brian Kuebert N4UEZ, Sparky 
Ramey KE4TES, Lou Mayer KK4NUB, Steve 
Patterson WA3RTC, Steve Weifenbach KN4LKP, 
Steve Mellen K2MLN, Mary DePuy KN4LKO, 
Judson Davis KG4OHQ, David Ramsey W4OIL, 
Mark Gaines KM4TUK, Mary McClellan KM4WPO, 
Van Key KC4WSK, Mike Vernon W4MAV, Michael 
Pope K4OLD, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Terry Good 
W3NPS, Ken Kayser K2KXK, Bobby Meier AA9AU.



Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Businness Meeting - 15 
October 2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board 
of Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, was held on Monday, 15 October 2018 
at Sixty Six Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, Winston 
Salem.  The meeting was called to order by FARC 
President David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1922 hours, 
welcoming all meeting attendees. 

2. Meeting Attendees:  A partial list of the meeting 
attendees (approximately 21) is as follows:
Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Jim Register KV4SJ, Dale 
Mierisch WB9SZL, David Shoaf KC4X, Steven 
Mierisch KG4JWU, Kent Englebert K4HKE, Stacey 
MacArthur W1LLO, Ian MacArthur W4STH, Bobby 
Meier AA9Au, Harlan Cobert W1HRC, Terry Good 
W3NPS,  Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Dave 
McDonald N5WNB, Michael Pope K4OLD, Harold 
Richardson N4HER, Terry Brown AK4D, Don 
Edwards WS4NC, Steve Patterson WA3RTC, Ron 
Gregoire W4UDB, Jerry Minor K4GW, Jeff Stafford 
AC4YN.

3. Bylaws: Don Edwards, WS4NC, moved the club 
have an attorney review the bylaws and file them. 
Don recommended Ben Sirmons, the General 
Counsel of Unifi Manufacturing, who has done a 
number of things for him.  Don estimated he would 
not charge more than $250. Harold Richardson, 
N4HER seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.

4. Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, gave 
an update on the repeater work and current status.

EchoLink: The internet is still there at the Red Cross, 
but they have tightened down their security and 
closed the ports needed for the node to work. Dale 
has been told that there isn't a Red Cross in the 
country that will open up extra ports to make it work. 
We can listen but not talk.

Internet: There is an opportunity to get internet on 
the mountain at the 145.47 site through Stokes WiFi 
thanks to Sam Poindexter, NI4TG, and another 
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individual who has spoken to the principals there. 
We could get 1 megabyte upload and download with 
all ports open for $100 per year. We would use our 
own router/firewall to control access. Installation is 
$138.00, less if we provide our own ethernet cable. 
This would be for control and to support an Echolink 
server. The item was tabled until after we discuss 
other repeater items.

Yaesu Fusion repeater trade-up offer: Dale has a 
new application for an offer running from August 
through December of this year, as long as Yaesu has 
systems available. Dale has been on several calls 
and a webinar with the engineers, each lasting 1 to 
1.5 hours. Dale discussed the benefits and features 
of the new repeater, including new information about 
features of the IP connectivity board. Dale has sent 
in the application for the $500 upgrade version with 
the IP connectivity board.

145.47 Repeater Issues:
Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, discussed the symptoms 
we have been hearing on the repeater, with static 
and crackling sounds on weak received signals, and 
some sounds reminiscent of interference. We 
thought we had a lightning strike. We found that the 
repeater seemed ok. The link receiver was down 
and had lost its memory. Dale fixed that and we 
replaced a diplexer, and some of the problems went 
away. Dale decided to use his Comet antenna 
analyzer to test the SWR on the antenna, and came 
up with an infinite SWR. 

A long discussion ensued covering the potential 
causes of the problem(s) and minimizing cost of 
identifying and resolving the issue(s), considering 
that a wrong guess may cost us an additional tower 
climb. Gene Bowman offered that he had some 
hardline available in case we need to replace that. 
Connectors would have to be procured. David 
reported having no luck trying to chase down a 
replacement wiring harness for the antenna, which, 
again, may or may not be part of the problem.

Treasury: Current balance is just over $4200; $3200 
if we go ahead and spend the $1000 for the two 
repeater upgrades. Worst case scenario is $1600 for 
the antenna swap out, if you buy the antenna and 
have it ready when the tower crew is there.

How to keep this from happening again? Discussed 
possibilities for grounding the tower, but there is no 
good way to get an earth connection. Many options 

Page 11January, 2019



would require permission from the tower owners.

David McDonald, N5WNB, offered to come up on 
Saturday with a Bird SiteHawk (if he can get 
approval from his boss) and see what it tells us about 
the antenna and hardline.

Final outcome: Kent Englebert, K4HKE moved to 
authorize the technical group to spend up to $2000 
to resolve the issues with the 145.470 tower. 
Seconded by many and approved unanimously.
 
5. AUXCOMM/ARES: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
reported on the ARES/AUXCOMM activities.
· Total of 650 hours on the air between Tour to 
Tanglewood and Florence.
· Average of 28 people participating.
· Used 145.47 repeater and switched to 
147.315 when .47 repeater started having issues.
· Significant losses of landline phone, IP 
phone, and reductions in cell service had folks put 
on alert, preparing to provide communications for 
their communities.
· At an EOC meeting for Michael, Harlan 
W1HRC announced that AUXCOMM had 16 people 
ready to go mobile in the county. When he confirmed 
that was true, that went on the board as an asset - 
AUXCOMM, 16 mobile.
· Still working with the city to get a space on a 
city/county shared tower. County is already on 
board.
· EOC antennas are installed, but the dual-
band antennas are less than a foot apart, and the HF 
antenna is surrounded by steel. County is working to 
get the antenna folks back in to re-install properly.

6.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made, seconded and meeting was 
adjourned at 2043 hours.

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Businness Meeting - 17 
September 2018

By Jim Register (KV4SJ)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board 
of Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, was held on Monday, 17 September 
2018 at Sixty Six Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, Winston 

Salem.  The meeting was called to order by FARC 
President David Shoaf, K4CX, at 1906 hours, 
welcoming all meeting attendees. 

2. Meeting Attendees:  A partial list of the meeting 
attendees (approximately 23 ) is as follows:
Steve Mierisch KG4JWU, Jerry Minor K4GW, Kent 
Englebert K4HKE, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Mike 
Atkins N4VE, Jim Register KV4SJ, Stacey 
MacArthur W1LLO, Mary McClellan KM4WPO, Ian 
MacArthur W4STH, 
Cathey Bowman KB4TKO, Gene Bowman 
WB4MSG, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Michael Pope 
K4OLD, Steve Patterson WA3RTC, Bob McClellan 
W3AVB, Harold Richardson N4HER, David Shoaf 
KC4X, Harlan Cobert W1HRC.

3. Surplus antenna: The club has a surplus antenna 
that needs a new wiring harness. As Mike Atkins, 
N4VE, has been storing it at his shop for a number of 
years, Jerry Minor, K4GW, offered to purchase it for 
$100 and it will be his to repair. Harold Richardson, 
N4HER moved to proceed with the sale and Harlan 
Cobert, W1HRC seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously.

4. Nominating Committee: Don Edwards, WS4NC, 
having been unexpectedly swamped with other 
issues, has turned over chairmanship of the 
nominating committee to Harold Richardson, 
N4HER. Harold has asked for a little more time to 
select a nominee for the fourth board member. The 
committee is still on schedule, according to the old 
bylaws, to complete everything in time for the 
elections.

5. Bylaws: The proposed bylaws have gone out to 
the committee and the club officers. The bylaws will 
be presented to the club at the October meeting, to 
be voted on in November.

6. AUXCOMM/ARES: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
reported on the ARES/AUXCOMM activities.
Hurricane Florence:
· Stood up a nightly net on 145.47, moved it to 
147.315 when issues arose on the 47 repeater.
· Had 39 folks supporting the effort, putting in 
220 man hours, on the AUXCOMM net or other 
activities.
· Ran brief nets starting at 8pm every night 
from Tuesday through Sunday
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· Had enough staff to field three 2-person EOC 
teams and fifteen mobile units after Stacey 
MacArthur, W1LLO, and Nick Gibietis, KN4ACT, 
stepped up and got a crash course on WebEOC.
· Identified that we need more people who are 
EOC trained and EOC COMM lead trained. Harlan 
had to turn down a deployment for the state IMT 
efforts because without him, we didn't have enough 
personnel trained to be EOC COMM lead to 
complete the three teams; Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT, 
is qualified but was medically unavailable.
· Dale, WB9SZL, reprogrammed the repeater 
to periodically announce the active AUXCOMM 
mode, and gave each mode a unique squelch tail 
beep pattern.
· If you didn't get email storm status updates 
from Harlan, he either doesn't have a Form 98 from 
you or there is a problem with the email address.

Tour To Tanglewood:
· Coming up this weekend
· Saturday - Minimally staffed
· Sunday - Still need three to four ham 
operators to support rest stops. Exploring re-
assigning operators from the rest stops that close 
first to the last rest stops to come active.
· Route info available on Ride with GPS.
· Will use Life360 again this year for tracking 
SAG, Shadow and Operator locations. The periodic 
pinging will run the cellphone battery down quickly, 
so it is important to keep your phone on charge in 
your vehicle during the event.
· There will be a mandatory conference call at 
6 pm Wednesday for all AUXCOMM members 
supporting the event.
· Thursday AUXCOMM net at 8:00 pm will run 
a little longer to cover use of tactical call signs.

ECOMM Net Controller Course: - Nov 10 8:00 am - 
4:30 pm put on through the AUXCOMM system, 
introduces you to all the ICS forms for interfacing 
downtown or in a mobile command setting. This is 
the manual system, not WebEOC. This is step 1 of 
becoming a COMM leader down at the EOC.

EOC Field Trip: Once we get through Florence, will 
set up for AUXCOMM members to go as a group to 
the EOC downtown and get familiar with the location 
and our configuration and connection points.

EOC Antenna  Status: The two 2m/70cm antennas 
are mounted on the same mast about eight inches 
apart and will have to be reinstalled with some 

reasonable separation. The HF dipole is surrounded 
by steel and will also need to be reinstalled properly.

7. Vagabond Website: Harlan Cobert, W1HRC, 
announced that John Steinberger, W8LWX, who has 
graciously hosted the Vagabond website for years, 
will be retiring his hosting account and websites, and 
the Vagabonds will need a new web host. Harlan 
asked if the club could provide some space for a 
simple page for the Vagabonds. There being no 
objections, David Shoaf, KC4X, asked voluntold 
Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO, and Jim Register, 
KV4SJ, to work to get a static page together and 
proposed we talk to our webmaster, Terry Brown, 
AK4D, to get that up on a temporary basis. Jerry 
Minor, K4GW, offered to look for a free hosting site 
for the Vagabonds.

8. Project Group meeting: Steve Patterson, 
WA3RTC, announced that Tuesday's project 
meeting was cancelled due to hurricane Florence.

9. Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, gave 
an update on the repeater work and current status. 

145.47 Repeater Status:
Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, reported that he had 
resolved the recent kerchunking and buzzing we 
have been hearing on the .47 repeater. Dale 
explained that, after a power failure at the repeater 
site, the repeater comes up in a failsafe mode where 
all of the filters and PL tone settings are disabled. 
The repeater occasionally hears low level signals 
intended for repeaters in South Carolina and 
Virginia, but ignores them because they have the 
wrong PL tone. The propagation conditions also 
brought us the interfering signals causing the 
buzzing. Without the PL tones and filters, the 
repeater was triggering whenever the signal was 
strong enough to break squelch. Dale went into the 
machine remotely and re-enabled the PL tones and 
filters, resolving those issues.

Jerry Minor, K4GW, spoke with the site owner about 
the generator. The site owner stated he purchased a 
replacement starter for the generator and 
commented about a broken casting on the starter. It 
is unclear whether the comment applied to the 
original or the replacement starter.

Jerry also reported there has evidently been a 
lightning strike at the tower somewhere above the 
170 foot level where our antenna is mounted. We 
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may have some as yet unrecognized damage, since 
a system with an antenna mounted above ours 
apparently took significant damage and Jerry's 
receiver, with an antenna well below ours, isn't 
working very well either.

Harold Richardson, N4HER, mentioned that during 
his drive to the Shelby hamfest, he heard the 
repeater's time announcement truncated on 
occasion. Instead of hearing “the time is 3 pm” the 
announcement might be “the time is 3 p”. Dale had 
two theories. One was that it was before he re-
enabled the filters and some intermod was getting in 
and cutting off the announcement. The other 
possibility is a known issue with the repeater 
controllers - occasionally the voice buffer doesn't get 
completely initialized, and whatever trash is left over 
in there can cause issues.

146.64 Repeater Status:
The .64 machine range has been improved, but 
we're not out of the woods yet. 

We have several interfering signals at the repeater 
site, one being the CPU clock in the repeater 
controller. Opening up the controller and reseating 
the grounds reduced the signal to a much lower 
level, but some toroids may be needed to eliminate 
all interference from that source. Another possible 
source of interference is a powerful paging system 
located nearby; the antennas for the two systems 
are on opposite corners of the penthouse roof. This 
requires more study. 

We suspect the original hardline may have been 
damaged due to construction which has also made a 
large portion of it inaccessible, so we have installed 
a new hardline up to the antenna location via a 
different path. At that time, we tested using a 
separate receive antenna on one of the hardline 
runs with poor results. The antenna was a spare 
belonging to David Shoaf, KC4X, and had 
previously been painted black, which, according to 
Harold, N4HER, should only be done with 
vegetable-based paints. Nowadays, many 
paints/pigments are metal-based and will interfere 
with antenna operation.

David reported finding an antenna similar to those 
installed at the EOC down at the Shelby hamfest. He 
purchased it for the club for $40 and has been 
reimbursed. 

When time permits, we plan to try some different 
configurations to see what works best there. With 
the 2m and 440 repeaters there, we could run 
separate antennas for transmit and receive or one 
antenna per repeater.

444.275 Repeater Status:
This repeater system, co-located with and currently 
using the same hardline and dual-band antenna as 
the .64 machine, is quite deaf. Right now, you have 
to get in front of the hospital to key it. We suspect the 
same problem is affecting both repeaters, and are 
focusing repair efforts on the .64 machine at this 
time.

10. Yaesu DR1-X Fusion repeater trade-up offer: 
Jerry Minor, K4GW, brought up the upgrade 
possibility. He reported speaking to Hans at Yaesu 
who is managing the offer. Apparently the offer to 
upgrade from the DR1-X to DR2-X repeater has 
officially expired, but Hans is still evaluating 
applications from clubs on a case by case basis. 

Dale, WB9SZL, gave a brief history: The club owns 
two of the DR1-X repeaters, the first bought for $500 
and the second for $600, back when Yaesu was 
doing a special offer for clubs to get the new DR1-X 
units, normally about $1800, out into the market. 
Yaesu ran an offer from January to June of this year 
to trade up to the new DR2-X units for about $300 
each. The offer expired before we could take 
advantage of it, but it looks like we can still try.

The DR1-X Fusion is a dual-band mixed 
analog/digital mode repeater, intended to support 
either mode or translate between modes. There 
were firmware issues that prevented the combined 
modes from working well. Yaesu has firmware 
u p g ra d e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s o m e  f i x e s  a n d 
enhancements, but not everything. The new DR2-X 
repeaters have dual transmitters and dual receivers 
so the repeater can cross-link with other repeaters in 
an emergency situation. The dual receivers also 
allow the repeater manager to control the repeater 
while it is in use.

If we decide that we really don't like the repeater, we 
can sell it. There is a restriction on selling the unit if 
purchased under this deal - the repeater must be 
installed at the site, and you must wait for a year 
before selling it.

Financials: This is a trade-up program - you send the 



old repeater (our average purchase price $550) and 
$300, and receive a brand new $1,800 repeater in 
exchange. There is a version with LAN connectivity 
for a $500 upgrade price, but it is unclear whether we 
would need that. Dale also mentioned there are 
likely to be shipping charges.

Harold, N4HER, asked how much money we had; 
Kent Englebert, K4HKE, did a quick sum and came 
up with $3,963. Kent reminded us that between the 
antennas, new site locations, tower climbs, etc., the 
lion's share of our spending this year has been on 
repeaters. On the other hand, they are a major part 
of our emergency response capability, they haven't 
had a lot of maintenance the past few years, and a 
large part of the expense was due to the relocation 
away from of the top of Sauratown Mountain.

Harold Richardson, N4HER, moved that we 
authorize Dale to look into the offer, and to go ahead 
and make the deal for both units if he deems it is time 
sensitive. There were multiple seconds, and the 
motion was unanimously approved.

11. Donations to the club: Geoff Rudy, KK4MOV, met 
with a gentleman whose father had been a club 
member, a Vagabond, a teacher and a scoutmaster. 
After the gentleman passed in 2000, his widow 
preserved his ham shack untouched until her recent 
death. The son would prefer for the equipment to be 
used for a training setup, perhaps a working station 
with a memorial plaque. He would like a formal 
proposal from us as to what we would do with the 
equipment, which he will then take to his brother for 
his approval. Geoff passed around pictures of the 
gear, which includes an old Swan 350 and a fairly 
modern looking Ten-Tec unit. Geoff asked for ideas 
for the proposal. Some discussion occurred, but 
nothing was decided.

Harold,  N4HER, ment ioned he had been 
approached by a gentleman wanting to donate 
printers he had in storage to some worthy 
organizations. Harlan, W1HRC, mentioned it would 
be nice for AUXCOMM to have a portable one that 
could be taken to the EOC when they are activated. 
Harold will get back with the donor and work with 
him.

13.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made, seconded and meeting was 
adjourned at 2026 hours.

Forsyth County 
ARES

by Harlan Cobert, 
W1HRC

Support  the Thursday 
night ARES/AuxComm 
training net:

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm Training Net 
meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time. 

The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 + (T100) 
repeater and is used for Emcomm training, practice 
and training in emergency / disaster response and 
public service communications. All amateurs are 
invited and encouraged to participate in this net. Our 
backup repeaters are the K4GW 147.315 + (T100) 
repeater and the W4NC 146.640 + (T100). All 
repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area. 

AuxComm/ARES INFORMATION AND TRAINING

For AuxComm/ARES training information, please 
click on the AuxComm/ARES Training button in red 
l e t t e r i ng  t o  y o u r  l e f t  o r  C l i c k  H ERE  f o r 
AuxComm/ARES Training Information WHAT IS 
AuxComm/ARES ??? ARES is the function of the 
Amateur Radio Relay League Field Organization 
which coordinates ham radio response as 
communicators in disaster situation and public service 
events. Local ARES units are formed at the county 
level and are led by an appointed volunteer 
Emergency Coordinator (EC). 

AUXCOMM is a DHS Emergency Support Function 
(ESF-2) that covers all supplemental communications 
support for emergency and disaster situations. As 
DHS and most states have done, the State of North 
Carolina has designated AuxComm as the RACES 
equivalent within the state and placed Amateur Radio 
primary within that designation. AuxComm includes 
ARES, CERT communications, REACT, etc. within 
ESF-2 Communications. 

Within the State of North Carolina and Forsyth County 
NC, amateur radio has been tasked with managing 
supplemental communications operations (ESF-2) 
from the EOC and/or Incident Command Posts as 
requested. As such Forsyth County ARES has been 
re-designated Forsyth County AuxComm/ARES. 
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Additionally, Forsyth County 
AuxComm/ARES provide 
communications support for 
local cities and towns within the 
county as well as surrounding 
counties where no formal 
A u x C o m m  o r  A R E S 
organization is established. 
Through State-Wide Mutual 
Aid Agreements,  Forsyth 
County AuxComm/ARES when requested by either 
the State of NC or Forsyth County Emergency 
Management could be deployed to surrounding 
counties during an emergency or disaster. 

An Amateur Radio Station License is required for 
ARES membership. Amateur radio operators should 
register via Form 98 which will provide the EC with 
your contact information and band/mode capabilities. 
The form is available on the back of the FARC News 
Letter, below, or in person from the EC. There are no 
fees for membership and members do not have to be a 
member of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club. 

Forsyth County AuxComm/ARES Team members 
volunteer their time and equipment to perform 
communications and other support as needed during 
times of emergency/disaster or public service event 
within the county and surrounding jurisdictions. Most 
of our operations use VHF/UHF FM, so any class of 
licensee can participate. 

The Forsyth County AuxComm/ARES Team is 
sponsored and supported by the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club which provides financial and equipment 
support for AuxComm/ARES operations. 

Forsyth County AuxComm/ARES primary served 
partners are the Winston Salem / Forsyth County 
Emergency Management Agency and the American 
R e d  C r o s s .  W e  p r o v i d e  s u p p l e m e n t a l 
communications under ESF-2 and MOU’s to these 
partners. 

Our primary Public Service event is the annual two-
day Bike MS Tour to Tanglewood event. During this 
charity event, we provide communications support 
throughout the route at rest stations as well as 
providing radio equipped Support & Gear vehicles 
(SAGS). This event gathers over 900 riders annually 
and covers 3 counties. In 2018 the event raised over 
$850,000 for MS research. 

For more information or to join Forsyth County 
AuxComm/ARES check into the Thursday evening 
AuxComm/ARES Net or contact the Emergency 
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Coordinator at the FARC meetings. A fill-in form to join 
AuxComm/ARES can be downloaded below: 

For forms and more information go to  www.w4nc.com
and check the AuxComm/ARES link on the left of the 
page.  NOTE: AuxComm/ARES members do not self-
deploy.

SERVED PARTNERS
W I N S T O N  S A L E M / F O R S Y T H  C O U N T Y 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS
MS SOCIETY

UPDATED SCHEDULE OF WebEOC TRAINING 
COURSES:

WebEOC 

This training course is required for those personnel 
who will perform Communications Lead duties at the 
EOC only. Trained personnel MUST be available 
for deployment to the EOC and surrounding areas 
should the nead arise. Typical disaster shifts in 
the EOC are 12 hours. If you cannot do this type of 
shift, please do not seek this training as we are 
limited to the total number of persons that can 
access this system. 

Personnel must be approved for the course by the 
A R E S / A u x C o m m  E C  a n d  E m e r g e n c y 
Management. Those desiring the course should 
make their request initially to the ARES/AuxComm 
EC who will advise Emergency Management that 
you are approved for the course. 

Training Dates are: 
Thursday, February 7, 2019 for Introduction to 
WebEOC in Forsyth County (FOR-WEBEOC-01) 
Course Location: Kernersville FD, Station 42, 1180 
Hwy 66 South, Kernersville, NC 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 for Introduction to WebEOC 
in Forsyth County (FOR-WEBEOC-01) 
Course Location: Forsyth County Public Safety 
Center, EOC-Forsyth County, 301 N Church St, 
Winston-Salem, NC 

NOTES:
(1) A laptop is required to take this course 
(2) Registration is required for taking this course at 
https://terms.ncem.org/TRS 

Continued on the next page



If you have questions on this 
t ra in ing,  please contact 
Harlan via radio or email at 
ares <at> w4nc <dot> com

NEW FEMA COURSE, IS-

1160, DAMAGE ASSESSMENT OPERATIONS 
TRAINING 

FEMA has introduced a new on-line course ion the 
FEMA Emergency Management Institute for 
Damage Assessment. This course is recommended 
for all Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm Members 
as we may be tasked with such operations following 
a disaster. To be part of the Damage Assessment 
Team (DAT) you must have completed formal DAT 
training. This course is 8-hours long and fulfills the 
formal training requirement. To take the training you 
must be registered with the FEMA Emergency 
Management Institute and have been issued a 
Student ID number. The course can be accessed at: 

https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?c
ode=IS-1160

Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED 

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:

Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm 
are available and can be downloaded by going to 
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.  

WHAT IS ARES/AuxComm???

ARES/AuxComm is the function of the Amateur 
Radio Relay League Field Organization which 
c o o r d i n a t e s  h a m  r a d i o  r e s p o n s e s  a s 
communicators in disaster situations and public 
service events. Local ARES/AuxComm units are 
formed at the county level led by an appointed 
volunteer Emergency Coordinator. A ham radio 
l i cense  i s  requ i r ed  fo r  ARES/AuxComm 
membership, as is a registration form listing contact 
information and band / mode capabilities. This form 
is available from the Emergency Coordinator. There 
are no fees or dues; nor is club membership 
required.  

All hams may participate by volunteering their time 
and the use of their  radio equipment for 
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of 
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with 
any class of license can participate. 

Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of 
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s 
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs. 

Our primary disaster service partners are the 
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency 
Management. We participate in training exercises 
with them, and in communications emergencies can 
be activated  to serve in their responses. The most 
l i k e l y  a c t i v a t i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  b a c k u p 
communications in Red Cross shelters when they 
are opened. 

The major public service event for Forsyth County 
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to 
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at 
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-to-
point communications. 

For more information or to join ARES/AuxComm, 
check into one of the ARES/AuxComm nets or 
contact the Emergency Coordinator at a FARC club 
meeting. A fill-in form to join ARES/AuxComm can 
be downloaded at www.w4nc.com. 



Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

Hope you enjoyed this 
month’s Newsletter.  

I  have been  ser ious ly 
behind the last few months 
due to my family situation.  I 
just now caught up with the 
old minutes - thanks to Jim 
Register who did a fantastic 

job doing the minutes the past two years.

Thanks to all who helped with the Newsletter this 
year.  I am looking forward to 2019.  The last few 
months have been a struggle for me and it has been 
hard to keep up with the Newsletter.  

There are a few things coming up in futrure 
newsletters - I am working on a history of how ham 
radio callsigns have evolved over the years.  There 
were a few permuations that are not well known.  

Looking forward to working with all the new officers 
and a productive 2019.

Hope to see all at the January Firstfest on Robinhood 
road and at the Monday FARC meetings!          

73, Don WS4NC

W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and 
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on 
it.  Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this 
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.  
Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com
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More on
W4NC Live

Prior to February we have tried to use a free 
streaming service to put FARC programs on line.  
The old system left something to be desired.  It was 
an ad-based service and at critical times, whether 
you wanted it or not, you would get one of those 
screaming ads.  By the time the ad was over, the 
one part you really, really wanted to hear was past.  
The resolution was poor and the ads were intrusive 
- but it was free.

We are in the transition to youtube.  Pedro, 
KM4GKY, has become our “youtuber” expert.  
While there is a youtube streaming service, the 
February streaming attempt was a bit futile.  We 
have experienced some issues with the software 
that would sometimes lock up durring the program.  
Hoefully we got it fixed - but we don’t know what we 
did - so maybe, maybe not. The videos since 
February are available on w4nc.com right now.  
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Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for 
FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile 
link below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to 
FARC.  It costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  
Anything you order has to be ordered from the Amazon 
Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it costs 
you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) 
organizations through this program.  As of May, 2018 this 
has generated $383.78 for FARC.  Thanks Amazon and 
thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com
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