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90th Celebration

We will start with the NC QSO Party in February (but we 
may find an opportunity in January)  Go to page 22 for 
details.  

What happened to our 89th year?
by Don, WS4NC

Somebody asked, (OK, it was Stacey, W1LLO), what 
happened to our 89th year?  Well on December 30, 
2019 we turn 89.  But FARC decided to celebrate all of 
2020 as our 90th year.  If you followed many of the 
history of amateur radio in Forsyth County articles this 
year in the Newsletter, we traced amateur radio in 
Forsyth County from 1912 (first ham station) up through 
the 1920s, to the beginnings of our group in 1927 to the 
first incorporation on December 30, 1930.  During 2020 
we will turn at least 90 years old.  That is a long time for 
any organization.  Yes we might be celebrating a little 
early, so sue us.  We will be operating as W4NC/90 all 
next year (yes the CW ops will hate that a little - get over 
it).  There will be awards for contacting W4NC/90.  
Details on page 29.



Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as 
well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday 
of every month, except December, prior to the FARC 
regular meeting.  The normal starting time is 6:20PM  . 
The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum 
Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via 
e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your 
phone number and email address. You may pre-
register or get additional information via Email to 
testing@w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Pre-registrat ion is requ ired via emai l  only, 
testing@w4nc.com - no text messages please, listing 
your name, call - if you have one, the elements you wish 
to test for, your phone number and email address.

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A)  Their original license for viewing
B)  Two copies of their Signed license (FCC 660 – May 
2007 Form), one of which must be attached to their 
FCC Form 605.
C)  The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if 
they have a CSCE.
D)  $12.00

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next 
month’s exam session.  A copy of your signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), must accompany the 
applicat ion to the FCC. Any missing copies 
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
exam candidates. Bring your original Signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), if you have one, two 
forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms 
(CSCE’s - if any).

FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

No testing last month as it 
was our annual meeting 
at Mi Pueblo’s.
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-
art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-
meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz 
tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts 
its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd 
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of 
Hanes Mall Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All club 
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business 
meeting.  For more information about FARC mail us at 
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 
336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2019 are:

President:  Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President:  Ian MacArthur, W4STH
Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO

Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2005-2018, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are 
on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would 
like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.
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For new hams, or upgrades, please complete the 
information on the FARC application (usually the last 
page of the Newsletter), if you have not already done 
so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". 
Once the form is completed, bring to the next club 
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download” 
box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet card and to display in 
your station. The reference copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.
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December’s Mystery 
Ham

by Don, WS4NC

OK - I made this one too 
hard.  But Chris, W4WF, got 
it with less than two hours 
after the Newsletter went 
out.  So what’s everyone 
else’s excuse?  Well - it was 
unusually hard.  

The email from Chris:

Thanks for the nice shout-out in the 
newsletter this month. Maybe I'll find 
W4NC/90 sometime during 2020. I'm on the 
air mostly for contests but anything is 
possible. 

Mystery Ham this month is HS1A, but don't 
ask me to spell his name as I'm sure I'd 
mangle it. 

73, Chris W4WF

My reply:

Well Howdy!

Glad you liked the shoutout.  We do miss 
you.  And the good old days we had 
contesting.  We will have W4NC/90 on the 
air monthly starting in February.

And you are the first to get it.  Thai King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX).  And only a 
couple of hours after the email went out.  
I'm going to have to work harder for a 
mystery ham.  I picked a different ham 
first that would be extra hard, but I 
didn’t use him because I don't like 
ruthless dictators.  I thought this would 
stump a few people.  Fr. Moran had a couple 
hams guessing all over the place (world).  
If you leave late Sunday evening you can be 
here in time for the dinner and have a rest 
along the way!  I've done the Miami drive a 
few times - it's 13+ hours.  Brunswick, Ga 
is the half-way point just north of the 
FL/GA line from WS to Miami.  Orlando is so 
much closer.

73,  Don WS4NC

Technician Amateur Radio License Class in 
High Point

Start/End Dates: 02/27/2020 - 03/12/2020 - Times: 7-10pm 
Eastern - # of Sessions: 4 - Class level: Technician - Morse code 
offered: Yes - Pre register required: Yes - Fee: 0 - Pre Study 
required: No - Class Type: Traditional - Exam offered: Yes - 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club

Instructor: KK4RR & KK4ZIU - Contact: Richard Weinbaum 
KK4RR - Phone: (336) 687-8001 - Email:  - KK4RR@mac.com
Location: The Radio Shack of the Tri-County Amateur Club - 331 
Woodrow Ave - High Point, NC 27262

Additional Information: Class dates: February 27, March 5, March 
12 and March 19. All classes are held from 7-10pm ET. Exam 
date: March 21, 2020 at 9:30am. Other exam dates are available. 
There is no charge for the class, but students are urged to enroll in 
HamTestOnline at a cost of $24.99. ( Technician Class study 
material ) We are determined to give you all the guidance you 
need to earn your entry level license, and obtain and operate a 
radio. We will help you prepare for emergencies, learn new skills, 
make friends around the town, and around the world.

January, 2020



FARC Newsletter Page 4

Continued on Page 5

January, 2020

FARC December Dinner

First pictures below are of Stacey, W1LLO, receiving 
the Ham of the Year award, and then Harold N4HER 
receiving a special recognition award for all his efforts 
throughout the year.  There will be some other 
awards at the January meeting for those who could 
not attend in Dec.  Then follows pictures of the dinner.
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Time has been tight this month - so I didn’t write 
much about the dinner.  But then I understand a 
picture is worth a thousand words, so by that count I 
have 24,000 words on the December meeting.  
Thanks to all who came out - hope all have a good 
2020.  
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THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM

There is a planned program in the works for FARC by The 
Asheville Radio Museum in February.  The Museum will be 
open on Saturdays from 1 PM – 3 PM (summer hours).  We 
welcome visits from hams, ham club groups and families with 
children – especially those interested in amateur radio and how 
radio waves were discovered and made useful.  Dozens and 
dozens of ham and home radios on display, not to mention antique 
Morse code practice machines and a Morse recorder, a spark gap 
transmitter, World War II radios (Gibson Girl, B17 bomber, Nazi 
propaganda), Asheville's 1930s first police car radio, Philco's 
1930s mystery remote control for console radios, a replica of 
Marconi's first receiver and much more!  Admission and parking 
are free.  Directions are on www.avlradiomuseum.org at the 
bottom of the home page.  For group tours or additional 
information, please use the contact form found near the 
directions. 

Not able to drive to Asheville?  Take our smart phone tour of two 
dozen interesting items on display.  Download the free app from 
the link at the top of our home page.  Many other Asheville tours 
also available using this app.

An interesting visit is guaranteed for all!

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/

Paypal is live on 
the website with a 
l i n k  a n d 
explanation.  It has 
b e e n  t e s t e d 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s . 
Stacey, W1LLO, 
came up with the 
p a y p a l . m e 
t e c h n i c a l 

From the President
by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG

FARC Dues have gone up . . 

Dues went up this year, but not by much.  If 
you have paid, thank you, if not you can 
n o w  u s e  P a y P a l .    G o t o  t h e 
www.w4nc.com web site and click on the 
PayPal logo.  PLEASE, in the blank area 
where you can send a note to the club, 
PLEASE put in what membership level 
you are paying for and any donations to 
the club AND YOUR CALLSIGN. This 
information is essential and will be sent to 
the club Treasurer and club Secretary so 
that you get proper credit. You will also get 
an email back stating the amount that you 
have sent to the club.  AS 73 Magazine 
used to put on their cover . . . cheap!

January, 2020

implementation (Thanks Stacey!).   
The important issue is that the 
"comment" box must be used to 
note...... donation, 2020 dues, etc. 
Setting up a paypal account is required 
at time of payment if you don’t have 
one, but works easily and is very fluid in 
the process, so much so, that it's 
almost unnoticed.
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Remembering Roscoe, W4TQU-SK
by Don, WS4NC

A random note from Wilson, W4BOH, asked me if I 
had any information on Roscoe Siceloff, CALL?.  
Doing a little digging in old FARC records turned up a 
few things.  Others were able to contribute a bit 
more, like the QSL above from the collection of 
Wayne Ashworth, W4HG.

From the FARC Minutes from May 10, 1958:  
Roscoe Sliceloff was a visitor, who made a 
presentation on RACES programs.  It seems a big 
part of the discussion was RACES and the progress 
and plans for the “Communication bus”.  

The next things I turned up was a printout of the 
March, 2015 Newsletter, which contained a 
reproduction of the Twin-City Sentinel from October 
16, 1954.  Roscoe Siceloff was the first mention in a 
CD drill that involved “A nuclear device has been 
dropped on the Waughtown area . . .”  If you are 
interested to see this goto page 2 of:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2015m
03.pdf

The article above has a blowup of the 1952 W4NC 
license from the picture on the right.  It might be 
worth a look-see for the article.

I was also able to dig out from 1940 census data:  in 
1940 Roscoe was 19, born about 1921, lived with his 
mother Esta, age 53 and had two brothers, 
Thurman, 13; Joseph 8 and a sister Katherine, 18.  
All this I emailed to Wilson.

Wilson replied in another email:

Thanks.
I knew Roscoe a bit, but then I was a 
kid...  He married my elementary school 
music teacher, Bertha Hine, a 
diminutive (He was not.), stiff backed 
woman of high ideals who actually 
taught me the fundamentals of reading 
music.  Unfortunately, I have no talent 
to build on her foundation.  How they 
got together is a mystery...always was.

Then today, while putting away some 
xmas decorations, I saw that our 
electric window candles were made by 
Roscoe, at something called Olde Salem 
Crafts!!  That set me to wondering 
about Roscoe, whom I never saw after 
1960, and Miss Hine.  They were both a 
little prissy, always well clothed and 
coiffed, but Roscoe was pleasant to me, 
as he was to everyone.

Oh yes, that nuclear attack...I 
remember the drill and I sat in that 
chair in the W4NC radio room and tuned 
the HQ-129X many times!  The rig was 

Page 8
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mostly for 80m, a pair of 810s modulated 
by another pair.  One of the WE guys 
built a more modern amp, for other 
bands.  He caused consternation by 
putting his "made by" on the front, 
unseemly and egotistical thing to do!  
It was soon scratched off and I don't 
remember seeing the amp operate.

I talked to Mr. Ashworth on 30m last 
night!

73, WL

Maybe I should have edited that a little - but we’ll let it 
go.

Then I got a continuation of the email from Wayne, 
W4HG:

Boy, talk about your oldie goldies, I 
had not heard Roscoe's name mentioned 
for years, so my memory has now been 
properly awakened.  I remember little 
about him other than a few QSOs on 3803 
back "in the day."  I was sorting 
through my old Winston-Salem QSLs to 
see if I had a card from him.

Popular Science Magazine,
August 1956
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The description of Ms. Hine as a woman 
of  high ideals was a reminder of a 
certain teacher at Gray when I was 
there.  I think most of my male 
classmates were more interested in low 
morals than high ideals.  The follies 
of youth.

Wilson (MB), what a delight to catch you 
on 30 the other day.  Quite a nice 
surprise even though the path from 
Salisbury to Hillsborough was less than 
optimal.  Of course, nowadays, the path 
from Salisbury to almost anywhere is 
less than optimal.  I'm off 40, 60, and 
80 for the moment as my Charlie Brown 
kite-eating tree also has developed a 
taste for G5RVs apparently and it has 
snared and dismembered mine.  I'm in 
the growingly unpleasant position at 
age 79 (80 next month) of having to ask 
for help with antenna projects.  
Climbing is a thing of the past.  It's a 
humbling transition, but given the 
alternatives perhaps not so bad.

Hope to see you both at the hamfest 
coming up.

73, Wayne

Then to Abe Miller, K4MK (whom I just have to talk to 
about other memories of Forsyth County hams):

Your mention of Roscoe Siceloff – W4TQU 
- stirs memories of the WS CD net on 
3.803 – 3.805 on Saturday mornings in 
the 1950’ s, Roscoe was the net control 
station and at the time lived on one of 
the streets near and in sight of Miller 
Park. I remember that he was very 
organized, ran a good net, and was 
welcoming to kids like me. If my memory 
serves me, I think he was running a DX-
100; with me being only a few blocks 
away on Hawthorne Road, he was always 
loud. And with the majority of the 
stations on the net being either in or 
close to the Ardmore area, my Globe 
Scout 65 with about 15 watts out was 
loud enough also.
 
In later years , there was some 

connection of him to an appliance 
repair store way out on Reynolda Road 
near the old traffic circle, but I 
cannot recall if he was the owner or ?. 

73,
Abe - K4MK 

And then a rely from Wilson:

I'm looking forward to some BBQ in W-S!  
Isn't Google wonderful? See p.184!!  
[WS4NC: See picture of Roscoe mowing 
with a bow tie on the previous page.]

There he is, just as I remember, portly, 
with bowtie even when mowing!  A 
technical leader, with emower and 
headlight!  Fantastic.  Obviously I 
have too much time on my hands...

Siceloff, Geneva Walsh- Obituary:  
Geneva Walsh Siceloff, a resident of 
Salemtowne Retirement Community, 
formerly of Rosewood Avenue, died 
Monday, June 28, 2004, at Salemtowne. 
Mrs. Siceloff was born Nov. 8, 1922, in 
Stokes County, the daughter of James T. 
and Effie Cornelia Walsh. She retired 
as a supervisor from Western Electric 
Co. and joined her husband, M. Roscoe 
Siceloff, as co-owner of Salem Towne 
Crafts, makers of electrified Moravian 
candles. As long as her health 
permitted, Mrs. Siceloff was an active 
member of Home Moravian Church and did 
volunteer work at Salemtowne Moravian 
Retirement Community and in the Baptist 
Hospital Cardiology Unit. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; her 
first husband, Fred Bennett; her 
daughter, Carolyn B. Davis; two 
brothers, Paul Walsh and Clauide C. 
Walsh; and her second husband, M. 
Roscoe Siceloff. Mrs. Siceloff is 
survived by her sister, Opal Sharp; a 
brother, James T. Walsh Jr.; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Thurmond and Pat 
Siceloff, all of Winston-Salem; as well 
as several nieces and nephews. The 
family will receive friends from 7 to 9 
p.m. today, July 1, at Vogler's Main 
Street Chapel. A graveside burial 
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service will be conducted at 11 a.m. 
Friday, July 2, in the Moravian 
Graveyard. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to Salemtowne-The 
Moravian Retirement Community, 5401 
Indiana Ave., Winston-Salem, NC 27106; 
or the Alzheimer's Association, 
Carolina Piedmont Chapter, 320 Shamrock 
Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215-3298.

73, WL

That’s all the memories we could collectively find on 
Roscoe.  To me, Roscoe was just a name I had seen 
in old FARC records.  Sorry I didn’t get to know him, 
and so many others back in the day.  Now we return 
you to your regularly scheduled Newsletter, already 
in progress . . . 

Japanese CQ - unrelated (I think) to the US publication of 
the same name.  I subscribed to it for a couple of years, 
back in the late 1970 and early 1980.  More a book, than a 
magazine - they were over an inch thick each month.  
Great articles, and really great ads - and yes all in 
Japanese.  Haven’t seen one in a while.

New ARRL NC Section Manager
by Karl Bowman, W4CHX

I am pleased to announce that Dr. 
Marvin Hoffman, WA4NC of Boone will 
be the new ARRL NC Section Manager 
beginning April 1, 2020. 

Marv WA4NC is a Life Member and 
former President of the Watauga 
Amateur Radio Club.  His primary interest is 
emergency communications.  Marv WA4NC is 
credentialed by the NC Division of Emergency 
Management (NCEM) as a COML Type III AHIMT; a 
credentialed COMT; and, he is a member of NCEM’s 
Western Branch Incident Management Team.  Marv 
WA4NC is currently the Assistant District Emergency 
Coordinator (Area 12) for NC ARES-NC AUXCOMM.  
In addition, Marv WA4NC is an ECD-recognized 
Instructor of the AUXCOMM curriculum.  In 2015, Marv 
WA4NC received the KB4C – Miriam Smith Memorial 
Award, which honors an amateur radio operator within 
the 16 western counties of North Carolina who is active 
in their commitment to emergency and public service 
communications through the ARES/RACES programs.  
Marv WA4NC is one of the most active amateurs in 
western NC and presently hosts three VHF/UHF 
repeaters (2 DMR, 1 FM analog) in the “high country” 
area.  Dr. Hoffman is a retired faculty member from 
Appalachian State University.  Marv WA4NC holds an 
Amateur Extra license.

I have known and worked with Marv WA4NC for an 
extended period and I am very confident he will provide 
outstanding leadership for the NC Section.  Please 
take the time to meet Marv WA4NC and support him as 
the new ARRL NC Section Manager. 

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to be your 
Section Manager.  Your friendship and support made 
Section Manager tasks easier and fun.  As always, 
thanks for all that you are doing for amateur radio and 
for your community.  It is appreciated greatly!

Happy holidays and 73, Karl W4CHX

Thanks to Karl
by Don, WS4NC

I would like to thank Karl for all his hard work for the 
ARRL and for ham radio in general in North Carolina.  I 
do hope we will continue to see you around the state.  
And we are looking forward to working with Marv, 
WA4NC - who has a really nice call sign BTW!

Marv, WA4NC

WA4NC picture from http://wataugahamradio.net/news.htm



Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests, 
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

[Ed. Note:  Please help me keep this updated. There really isn’t one source to 
find this information and putting this together requires digging across various 
club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and 
other sources. If you know of a correction or something that should be here 
please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this 
a more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC 
event - confirm with event sponsor.

Hamfests, Contests and other events:

Starting December 10 and running through Jan 14 
Amateur Radio License Class* in High Point, NC.  Contact 
Rick, KK4RR 336-687-8001 or email at KK4RR@mac.com - 
see page 3 for more details.

January 11 Winston-Salem First-Fest, see w4nc.com for 
details

January 18 Amateur exams* will be administered at 9:30 AM 
at the Thomasville Public Library at 21 Randolph Street , see 
page 3 for more details.

March 13-14 Charlotte Hamfest/ ARRL NC Section 
Convention*, Cabarrus Area and Events Center, 4751 NC 
Highway 49 N, Concord, NC  
http://www.charlottehamfest.org  Talk-In: 146.655 MHz (-600, 
no tone).  Public Contact: Tim Slay N4IB, via phone at 704-
948-7373 or email at info@charlottehamfest.org

M a r c h  1 4  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W V  A r e a  H a m f e s t 
www.chaswvhamfest.com info: n8tmw@arrl.net

April 11, 2020: RARSfest / ARRL Roanoke Division 
Convention*, sponsored by Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
Jim Graham Building, 1025 Blue Ridge Boulevard, Raleigh, 
NC 27601.  http://rarsfest.org  Talk-In: 146.640 MHz, no tone.  
Public Contact: Charles Littlewood, K4HF, via phone at 919-
818-8171 or email at k4hf@arrl.net

July 11, 2020:  Firecracker Hamfest*, sponsored by Rowan 
Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury Civic Center, 315 Martin 
L u t h e r  K i n g  A v e n u e  S ,  S a l i s b u r y,  N C  2 8 1 4 4 .  
http://www.rowanars.com  Talk-In: 145.41 MHz (PL 136.5).  
Public Contact: Ralph Mowery, KU4PT, via phone at 704-279-
4737 or email at rmowery28146@earthlink.net

July 25, 2020: WCARS Hamfest*, sponsored by Western 
Carolina Amateur Radio Society, Haywood County 
Fairgrounds, 758 Crabtree Road, Waynesville, NC 28785.  
http://www.wcars.org/wcarshamfest.htm  Talk-in: none.  
Public Contact: Ruth Berner, WA4VT, via phone at 828-216-
2510 or email at ruthberner@gmail.com
(source: ARRL website)

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date 
information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September 
and December.  See the website for details.  Locations varies.  
ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham 
badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday 
morning.   Next Meeting:  The next Piedmont Chapter 126 
meeting will be held on December 7 at Yarborough’s 
Restaurant in Lexington. All members and guests are 
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged.

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC 
meets the first Monday of each month at Rancho's, 10463 
North Main Street in Archdale. The meeting usually begins at 
7:00 PM with many members gathering for a meal around 6:30 
PM.  www.w4ua.org (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David 
AJ4TF)

Last Saturdays GSO/HP VE testing The High Point FCC 
Testing session is on the last Saturday of the month (except 
June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 
Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 27260. Reservations 
required 3 days in advance. You need to bring two forms of ID 
including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous licenses 
and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. 
Other dates and locations can be found on the W4VEC.ORG 
web  s i te .  P lease  con tac t  Dav id  Macch ia ro lo  a t 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 7/12/19 
Thanks to David AJ4TF)

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing The Greensboro session 
is the second Saturday of each month (except for March) at 
Hinshaw United Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point 
Road, Greensboro, NC 27407. Reservations are not required, 
but advised. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring 
two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any 
previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 
payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found 
on the W4VEC.ORG web site.  (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to 
David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   : Meets for Dinner 
(optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 
7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec 
Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, check 
http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The last 
information I have is that this club is no longer active.  Several 
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet 
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Mondays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting on second Monday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially 
begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
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the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.  

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  We meet 
at the Red Cross Building on 610 Coliseum Drive in Winston-
Salem.  Meeting starts at 7:30, but plan on arriving a little early 
to get a good seat.  FCC exams are offered starting at 6:20 PM 
sharp.  See page 2 for details.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan 
County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  Monthly 
meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the 
July and December meetings which are “dinner” meetings and 
thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. 
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, 
guest speakers, or just open discussions on radio. We look 
f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .  
http://www.rowanars.org/  (Please confirm with a member of 
the Rowan Club. (I understand there is a discussion about 
moving meeting nights so that joint meetings can be made with 
FARC.  We’d love that!)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business 
Meeting  . Open to all FARC members and interested visitors.  
We meet at 66 Pizza, on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd 
and behind Village Tavern.  We start arriving for dinner about 6-
ish, the meeting is at 7:30.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society usually held at 
Sarah’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 
27409,  at 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at 
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association 
Eat at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob 
Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro 27409.  Verify 
the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, 
KW4UC)

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
Thomasville: 2nd Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., 
Thomasville.  8:00a to eat, 8:30 to meet.  (Updated 7/12/19 by 
Bill KK4ZIU)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually 
meets in Cary.   Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -  Next club meeting is ? ; the 
meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test 
Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin County Regional 
Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not been updated for a 
while.)

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to 
send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include 
any updates or additions.
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Upcoming Programs

December was our annual dinner meeting at Mi 
Pueblo’s.  Enjoyed it and seeing all who came out 
for the dinner.

January is our annual Show-&-Tell - build 
something, bring it, show it, tell us about it, and 
receiving undying admiration of your fellow hams.

February is going to be another spectacular 
program.  Stuart Smolkin,  WA5EYI, will be here 
from Asheville Radio Museum to tell us all about it.  
This is another program not to be missed!

March is being planned, it’s a secret until we get 
details nailed down.  How’s that for suspense?

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second 
Monday night at the Red Cross Building on 
Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM 
(7:29:56.5 PM this month!).   FCC testing is usually 
available, please preregister at info <at> w4nc 
<dot> com.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 
6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is on the Third Monday Business 
of the month at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of 
Hanes Mall Blvd.  The meeting starts around 7:30 
pm.  (We usually arrive a little earlier and order 
dinner.)  All are welcome.

FARC Newsletter

League of Mad Scientists!

4th Saturday of the month at the Lewisville Public 
Library, 6490 Shallowford Rd, Lewisville, NC 27023, 
for a meeting of the League of Mad Scientists.  From 
10 AM to 12 noon.  Check the website for up-to-the-
date details:

http://loms.miComputerScience.tech

January, 2020

Since I’m usually the one going around with a camera, there aren’t that many 
pictures of me.  Mary, took this shot of me at a board meeting.  I was unhappy 
and decided to order a dessert - I didn’t know I was going to get the equivilent of 
“Lock-Stock-And Barrel”.  I didn’t eat much of it - but it was good.  Very good 
and reasonably-priced food at 66 Pizza. - tnx WS4NC
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https://www.sadanduseless.com/world-in-2000/

En L'An 2000
wikipedia

En L'An 2000 (In the Year 2000, also loosely 
translated as France in the 21st Century) is a French 
image series depicting scientific advances imagined 
as achieved by the year 2000. At least 87 were 
produced, by artists including Jean-Marc Côté. They 
were printed in 1899, 1900, 1901 and 1910, first on 
paper as cigar box inserts, and later as picture 
postcards,[1][2] but never distributed. The only 
known set of the postcards was acquired by writer 
Isaac Asimov, who featured them in his nonfiction 
work Futuredays: A Nineteenth Century Vision of the 
Year 2000 (Henry Holt and Company, 1986)

20 Years since the Apocalypse
by Don, WS4NC

Remember the Y2K problem?  In the minds of most 
people it fizzled.  I do know how hard I worked so 
that some equipment at my employer would make it 
through.  In one case there was nothing we could do 
- so we set dates and times back to a year so the day 
of the week would be right and later just updated our 
records.  Largely the collapse was avoided because 
it was seen to be coming and people worked hard to 
fix it.

Now, how about predicting the future?  Let’s see 
how some French artists did around 1900 predicting 
the year 2000 . . . 

Flying police to 
control air traffic 
jams.

Schools will have “audio books”.

Listening to the daily newspaper.

Dictating your mail into a speaker.

The “video telegraph”.

Travel by “Air Ship”.

“Spy in the Sky”.  Drones anyone?



Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Business Meeting 
- December 2019

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

FARC Newsletter

There was no meeting in 
December due to the 
holidays.  The minutes 
wi l l  return af ter the 
January meeting.
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting – December 
2019

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

No minutes for December because of the dinner.  
We’ll return after the January meeting.

And now some random crap to fill up 
the page

by co-editor, Phillip Space

Ham, no radio.  Who thinks of these things?

Truth in paint colors.  The decorating tip is free.
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HAM FESTIVAL!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

January 11, 2020
At this beautiful location:

Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106

7AM until Noon.

See W4NC.com for additional details.

$5 admission at the entrance to parking 

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be 
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz. 

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area. 

Door Prizes: Yes, many 

Indoor Tables: On a first come-first serve basis, a limited number of tables will be 
available inside for a $10 fee per table. 

Flea Market Area:Fleamarket spaces are available for $5 per parking space until 
sold out.

FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at the 
next FARC Club meeting on Monday, 13 January

Saturday, January 11, 2020
January, 2020



Continued on the next page
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – 
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

Members of Forsyth County 
AuxComm – ARES have 
been a busy lot.  Not only 
does an average of 21 
members check into our 
weekly Thursday evening 
training nets (8:30pm on 
145.470+ 100hz), they 
have been working public 
s e r v i c e  e v e n t s  a n d 
attending other training.

November 16 EOC NCS COURSE

Was held November 16 at the Red Cross.  This 
course is conducted annually or more often as 
needed by Forsyth County AuxComm - ARES. This 
course is designed to provide personnel the training 
and information they need to be qualified as a 
Communicator or Communications Team Leader 
within Forsyth County AuxComm - ARES. The 
course provides training on the ICS forms to be 
used, interfacing with EOC staff and local EOC 
procedures. This course is one of two that are 
required to be designated as a Communication 
Team Leader for EOC and Command Post 
operations.  Prerequisites: It is preferred that 
students have completed ICS-100, ICS-200, ICS-
700 and ICS-800 as the course is ICS based.  After 
completing training these AuxComm – ARES 
members are qualified as:

Seen this form before?

If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we 
need to update our records.  We are working on 
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until 
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-to-
the-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey, 
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.  
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm 
form.  And while you are at it . . . 

January, 2020
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Trainee – Radio Operator
N2AWE David Nicholson 
 
Communicator 
KN4GKY Pedro Tomas 

EOC Communicator 
(New Qualification)
KM4TUK Mark Gaines 
KC4WSK Van Key 

EOC Communications Team Lead 
(New Qualification)
K4OLD Michael Pope
KV4SJ Jim Register
WS4NC Don Edwards

These are the Qualifcation levels obtained at this 
point:

RADIO OPERATOR (These members are still 
complet ing the ICS courses and wi l l  be 
Communicator qualified once these courses are 
completed):  Steven (KM4OCR), David (WA4MKK), 
Ron (W4UDB), Wayne (KK4ZHL), Trainee: David 
(N2AWE) 

COMMUNICATOR  (Qua l i f ied  to  per fo rm 
communications functions during emergencies in 
the field or at shelters or other locations as needs 
dictate):  Tim (KF4HHG), Derek (KN4OCW), Steven 
(K2MLN), Michael (K4OLD), Mary (KN4LKO), 
Pedro, KN4GKY.

EOC – COMMUNICATOR (Qualified for EOC and 
Command Post Net Control Operations):  Linda 
(KW4UD), Ken (KW4UC), Van (KC4WSK), Jim 
(KV4SJ), Bruce (WB4QCM), Judson (KG4OHQ), 
Steven (KG4JWU), Van, KC4WSK, Mark, KM4TUK

EOC – COMMUNICATIONS TEAM LEAD 
(Qualified as the team leader for EOC / Command 
Post communications operations.  This is the top 
level qualification for AuxComm - ARES):  Gaff 
(W4GYP), Jim (WA4NOT), Michael, K4OLD, Jim, 
KV4SJ, Don, WS4NC. Jim, KV4SJ. (This level 

requires EmComm 101.)

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES 
STAFF

AuxComm – ARES does not operate solely with one 
person.  It takes a team of people dedicated to 
making the program work.  Currently we have five 
staff personnel however we are seeking others to fill 
specific roles.  At the top is the AuxComm Manger - 
ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC).  Below that 
person is the Assistant Emergency Coordinator(s) 
(AEC).

If you are interested in filling one of these staff 
positions please let Harlan (W1HRC) or Jim 
(WA4NOT) know.  You may also email your desire to 
serve to ARES at W4NC dot Com.

AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND 
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE

We now have the official Forsyth County AuxComm-
ARES emblem in a 3” patch and sticker available for 
sale.  The patches cost $4.00 and stickers are $1.50 
each.  These items will be available for purchase at 
any FARC Club meeting and select activities.  Cash 
is preferred and exact payment is appreciated.  See 
Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.

Add me to Newsletter email List

Some emails accidently got lost when I transistioned the 
Newsletter list to Mail Chimp.  If you are inside Forsyth 
County and have a ham license please join the club.  If 
you are outside FC (or you don’t have a ham license)  and 
want to be added send me an email with FARC Newsletter 
in the Subject and in the body of the email include your 
email address, name and call so I can easily paste it into 
the list.  Send to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

More AUXCOMM/ARES next page

January, 2020



ADDITIONAL RELATED 
ARES/Auxcomm TRAINING

ICS-300 INTERMEDIATE ICS FOR EXPANDING 
INCIDENTS

This course is recommended by the Winston 
Salem/Forsyth County Emergency Management for 
those AuxComm - ARES personnel that will be 
acting in a Communications Team Lead position. 
The course is a three day long, all day class room 
course and is provided locally by Emergency 
Management several times annually. Personnel 
desiring to take this course must register for it via 
NCTERMS at: https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/.  
Course Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS-
100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.

SKYWARN

To obtain critical weather information, the National 
Weather Service (NWS) established SKYWARN® 
with partner organizations. SKYWARN® is a 
volunteer program with between 350,000 and 
400,000 trained severe weather spotters. These 
volunteers help keep their local communities safe by 
providing timely and accurate reports of severe 
weather to the National Weather Service.  Course 
Dates: To Be Determined
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AUXCOMM-ARES TEAM 
QUALIFICATIONS UPDATE:

CONGRATULATIONS to AuxCom-ARES members 
K4OLD Michael, KV4SJ Jim and WS4NC Don on 
completing all AuxComm – ARES training elements 
to be qualified as Communication Team Leaders.  
Communications Team Leads perform a critical role 
in EOC and Command Post communications 
operat ions and are the l ink between our 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e a m  a n d  t h e  E O C ’ s 
Communications Unit Leader.    Additionally 
CONGRATULATIONS are due to KC4WSK Van and 
KM4TUK Mark on completion of training to become 
EOC qualified Communicators. 

LOOKING Back at 2019 and FORWARD 
TO 2020 for Forsyth County AUXCOMM-
ARES:

As we look back at 2019 we were a busy group of 
AuxComm – ARES communicators.  During 2019 
we conducted 1 weather event, 5 training events, 3 
public service events, 2 on –air drills and of course, 
Field Day.  As of this writing on 18 November we had 
conducted over 3172 man hours of operations in 
support of AuxComm - ARES events.  By the end of 
the year, unless mother nature has other plans we 
will have completed over 3200 hours.  It does not 
seem like we have spent that many hours doing 
AuxComm-ARES operations but numbers don’t lie 
…. You folks were BUSY!

The year 2020 looks to be potentially busier.  The 
MS Society has already requested support for an 
additional event in the spring in Kernersville at 
Veterans Park.  Forsyth County Emergency 
Management is wanting to include us in an exercise 
and we need to conduct a couple of exercises 
ourselves both tabletop and on-air.  Mark your 
calendars and plan on one early spring and late 
summer or fall.  We will also continue to hold the 
Basic EmComm 101 and EOC NCS courses next 
year as well.  We will most likely only hold one each 
unless there is interest in one in the spring and one in 
the fall. 

Practice, Practice, Practice.  As they say, Practice 
makes perfect.  While we talk on the radio almost 
daily, our emergency communications skills, 
working in WebEOC, with the ICS paperwork and so 
forth is perishable.  We need to practice and hone 
our skills to keep them sharp.  Saying, “Well I have 
taken the classes so I am qualified” is setting 
yourself and the team up for failure.  Unless you 
practice those skills and what was learned in class 
you will have confusion when you need to actually 
do the job for real.  As most of you know I am a 
member  o f  the  Forsyth  County  Inc ident 
Management Team.  During the past 12 months, I 
have completed over 350 hours of training and 
participated in 3 exercises and 2 deployments for an 
additional 175 hours.  It takes time and commitment 
to be prepared to serve in times of emergencies and 
disasters.  YOU have put in the time to take the 
classes now it is up to you to put in the time to 
develop those skills that were taught. 
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Support the Thursday night 
ARES/AuxComm training net:

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm Training Net 
meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time. 

The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 + 
(T100) repeater and is used for Emcomm training, 

practice and training in emergency / disaster 
response and public service communications. All 
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate 
in this net. Our backup repeaters are the K4GW 
147.315 + (T100) repeater and the W4NC 146.640 + 
(T100). All repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area. 

F o r  f o r m s  a n d  mo r e  i n f o rm a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES 
link on the left of the page.  NOTE: AuxComm/ARES 
members do not self-deploy.

SERVED PARTNERS
WINSTON SALEM/FORSYTH COUNTY 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS

MS SOCIETY

North Carolina Training Exercise Response 
Management System

Various AuxComm courses, like ICS-300, can be 
registered at NCTERMS.  goggle NCTERMS for 
more information.  terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should 
take you to the front page where you can register 
and look at the courses that are available. Most 
courses will be available, some are restricted.

Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED 

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:

Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm 
are available and can be downloaded by going to 
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.  

What is
 ARES/AuxComm???

ARES/AuxComm is the 
function of the Amateur 
Radio Relay League 
F ie ld  Organ iza t i on 
which coordinates ham 
radio responses as 
c o m m u n i c a t o r s  i n 
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disaster situations and public service events. Local 
ARES/AuxComm units are formed at the county 
level led by an appointed volunteer Emergency 
Coordinator. A ham radio license is required for 
ARES/AuxComm membership, as is a registration 
form listing contact information and band / mode 
capabilities. This form is available from the 
Emergency Coordinator. There are no fees or dues; 
nor is club membership required.  

All hams may participate by volunteering their time 
and the use of their  radio equipment for 
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of 
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with 
any class of license can participate. 

Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of 
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s 
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs. 

Our primary disaster service partners are the 
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency 
Management. We participate in training exercises 
with them, and in communications emergencies can 
be activated  to serve in their responses. The most 
l i k e l y  a c t i v a t i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  b a c k u p 
communications in Red Cross shelters when they 
are opened. 

The major public service event for Forsyth County 
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to 
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at 
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-to-
point communications. 

For more information or to join ARES/AuxComm, 
check into one of the ARES/AuxComm nets or 
contact the Emergency Coordinator at a FARC club 
meeting. A fill-in form to join ARES/AuxComm can 
be downloaded at www.w4nc.com. 
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FARC 90th 
Anniversary

On December 31, 2019 turns 
89.  Next year, December 31, 
2020 we turn 90 years old.  We 
make all of 2020 a 90th year 
celebration.  

Newsletter Classified

We’ve tried this before but there seems to be little interest.  We’ll give it a run again.  If you 
want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall callsign along 
with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two Newsletters.  I can 
include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it - it will drop after two 
months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  Any offers?  Send your 
ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

TOWERING PERSONALS

5 lonely Rohn-25 tower sections seeks new owner.  Must love us, 
care for us and plant us where we can grow.  Please dig us out of the 
weeds and take us away from our current hideous owner.  Would 
make a great gift from Santa with the beam below. $225.  WS4NC, 
Don Edwards 336-413-3838 dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com 
[8/2019]

Unloved Mosley TA-33 Jr. beam seeks new owner.  Unassembled 
and ready to go - has new kit for rebuilding traps. $200.  I would go 
well with the tower above. Just add rotor and coax.  Contact Neal, 
WD4LSS at n5a12 <at> icloud <dot> com. [12/19]

HELP WANTED

YOUR AD Why isn’t it here?  Be witty - or I’ll help.  Send email to 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]

A number of events have been planned to help us 
celebrate! This includes multiple on-air events through 
out the year, plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members 
operating W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events 
with our members! Contact us at any of these events 
and request a special W4NC/90 QSL card.  Contact us 
once during 4 different events and earn all 4 unique 
QSL cards that when placed together complete a 
larger image! An 11X17 certificate that holds all four 
cards is also available for a small fee.*

*QSL cards are by SASE only. Participant must pay 
printing and shipping fee for certificate. Applicable fees 
to be announced later.  Rules are subject to revision at 
this point.

Current List of Events:

     NC QSO Party - February
     Field Day - June
     Public Event (to be announced) - September
     Anniversary Event - December
     Hams @ Home - Anytime throughout the year

Hams @ Home mini-events are events where our 
members can sign up for an advertised time slot (6-8 
hours) to make contacts using the W4NC callsign from 
their home station! Contacting the authorized station 
during this time period allows you to request a special 
QSL card!
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DX Operations for January, 2020
By Dick, W4PID

For the middle of the 
winter, at the bottom of 
the sunspot cycle, the 
DX world has actually 
been interesting lately.  

First off, 9Q6BB has 
signed off  from the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.  Nando was 
very active there, and if 
you did not work him, it's 
a shame.  He had a 
good signal and was 
always available.  He is 
ret iring and moving 

back to his homeland and old call, EA4BB.   Expect 
DRC to be very rare for a while.  Read about Nando 
and his adventures at https://dx-world.net/9q6bb-
dem-republic-of-congo/

One thing to look forward to in January  is the 
Russian Robinson Club's visit to Palestine. T hey will 
be signing E44RU and will be active on all HF bands 
and modes.  Their activity will begin on Jan 6 and 

end on Jan 14.  This is a no holds barred expedition 
group, and they will have a big signal and good 
receivers no matter what band they are on.  This is 
the same group that put on XR0ZRC and XR1RRC 
last year.  If you need E4 for anything, this is your 
chance.  See https://dxpedition.wixsite.com/e44ru
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Keep your eyes and ears open for RI0B, especially if 
you are an island chaser ( IOTA ) .. He is activating 
AS-068 in mid march.  There is absolutely nothing 
cooler  in propagation to hear his signals wander 
across the arctic with all the aurora flutter and 
magnetic interference.  It sounds 'otherworldly' to 
say the least.  Monitor DX World ( link at bottom ) for 
his activity.

  
ZF2PG will be active from Cayman Islands this 
month.  He's doing some antenna work, getting 
ready for the CQ WPX SSB contest in March.  He 
already has an antenna farm that is beyond the 
dreams of most amateur operators, so he should 
have a bang up signal during January tests. 
 
T88AQ will be active from Palau [see next article in 
this Newsletter].  This  part of the world is difficult for 
me, my antennas ( dipoles between trees ) just don't 
seem to be oriented correctly.  However, the 
Japanese guys usually put on a pretty good effort 

https://dxnews.com/zf2pg_grand-cayman/

https://dx-world.net/e44ru-palestine/



and I will be looking for them on 40M to fill a band 
slot.  Look for T88CZ and others later in the month if 
you miss T88AQ.  In the mean time, I will be planting 
new trees.

Also, VP9NK will be active from Norfolk Island ( no, 
not Virginia ) from mid January to Mid April, plus or 
minus.  He will be a single op station, should be very 
effective from that part of the world if propagation 
works in his favor.   He plans on FT8 operation as 
well as CW and SSB.  

Some other news that has 
been floating around the 
internet concerns Dom 
Grzyb and his efforts to 
active Bouvet Island.  He 
plans on trying again, 
maybe this winter.  If you've 
not followed this story, 
Bouvet is #2 on the all time 
country/entity wanted list, second only behind North 
Korea.  There was a USA led expedition that left 
Chile two years ago or so, and was anchored by the 
island when one of the two main engine gearboxes 
in their vessel decided to fail.  They limped back to 
South Africa, unable to make their original port, and 
have since gone on to put on other expeditions, 
including Pitcairn last fall.  Dom has tried once, last 
year from South Africa, on a recently refurbished 
arctic workboat, and ran into weather that tore 
equipment off the deck and forced them to abandon 

the project, 60 or so miles from the island.  It's not an 
easy place to get to.  Dom is once again looking for 
funds.  If you are interested in what they are doing, 
a n d  w a n t  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  s e e 
https://bouvetoya.org/3yoi-preparations-resumed/ I 
personally hope they get there this time.  And I hope 
they get back safely.

I am really excited about the new ClubLog live 
streaming capability.  A representative example 
might be seen at
   https://clublog.org/livestream/zc4uw .

Although the ZC4UW expedition will be over by the 
time you read this, it at least may give a picture of 
how the live streaming works.  The calls of stations 
just worked scroll from the bottom on the right hand 
side of the screen.  There is a log search button, and 
a DX Spots button also there.  The statistics for the 
expedition are at the top right, including time, QSO 
count, and QSOs per minute.  Across the top, above 
the map are markers for where the expedition is 
operating at present.   The colors are described in 
the documentation link at the bottom right hand 
corner.  And there's the map.  It is a real time 
propagation tool beyond all others.   If you are 
following a station that indicates they are using 
ClubLog's Live Stream service, be sure to check it 
out.

I think that 40M may become my favorite DX band 
for the next few months.  Like everyone  else I await 
the upturn of the solar cycle.  Four years from now, 
things will be rocking.  But right now, you can work 
around the world on 40M using grey line prorogation 
https://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.htm  and/or 
some good luck.  My 40M station consists of a dipole 
and an IC7300.  This combo works well on both CW 

https://dx-world.net/zc4uw-uk-sovereign-base-area-cyprus/

wikipedia

https://www.qsl.net/k5mb/bouvet_island.html
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and FT4/8.  I've heard rumors that it works well on 
SSB as well, but I've misplaced my microphone. 

For the guys at FARC, I include this little story 
relating to 9Q6BB.  I wrote it for the RARS NL couple 
of years ago.  Don may elect to cull it if he wishes, 
due to space, but I actually don't think Don thinks 
much about how much space the NL takes HI HI.

Worked 9Q6BB couple of days ago.  Nice CW chat, 
his name is Nando and he loves to chat on CW.  If 
someone wants a slambang DX contact, that's not 
an issue, but if you want to chat about window 
c l e a n i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e . . . . . .  R O F L O L . . .

So I've been listening ( stalking ) him for about a 
month.  See, back when I just got my General, in the 
summer of 1960.. Ten meters was pretty good.  We 
had a missionary from the Presbyterian church 
come speak to our Sunday School class, and he was 
a ham.  He told us all about how ham radio was his 
telephone back home, and how he could bring in 
medicine with it, and how it helped in his mission.  
He took me aside as soon as he found I was a ham 
and we chatted for a while.. and he promised me a 
QSO from the Congo.  ( The Belgian Congo at the 
time IIRC ) .. and so I listened for him off and on for a 
very long time.  His call changed from OQ5JW to 
9Q5JW.. I think politically that was the end of the 
Belgian rule, but I might be mistaken.  Anyway, then 
they had some bloody revolts down there, and the 
fact that he was in the middle of it, and he was white 
and Christian probably resulted in his demise.  
Nobody knew, for instance, when I returned from 
college and asked about him at church, where he 
had gone, what his 'status' was, did he die, etc.  It 
was a big mystery and still is.  And unfortunately I 

don't remember his real name, so research is a bit 
tough.  Do you know anybody that has a foreign 
callbook that dates into the 60's ??  ( Meatball ?? )  
Dad had one but he and it are long gone.

And until this week, I had never worked the Congo, 
now the 'Republic of the Congo' .. So as I was 
stalking Nando, I got a chance to call him, and did so, 
and when the RX came back on, I got deafened by 
Joe, W1JR who was also calling Nando.  Now Joe, if 
you are not familiar with him, is an overachiever.  I 
have known him for almost 40 years.  He is a 
moonbouncer, meteor scatter aficionado, and also 
works stuff like the very lowest frequencies and 
writes articles for QST etc.  Joe is a good friend.  He 
actually sent me a commercial EME array back in 
the early 80's because he wanted NC on his way to 
432MHZ WAS.  He's telling Nando about washing 
his windows, cause it's the right thing to do for his 
wife.  They are apparently big buddies.. they chat for 
a while, I work in the garden ( rig in garage, door 
open ), listen to the chat.  When it's winding down, I 
walk back into the garage and call Nando again, 
after Joe sends SK.  Nando comes right back to me, 
and we exchange reports and he's trying to figure 
out if I am a slam bang or not, and I mention that Joe 
is washing windows way too early, ( Joe's obviously 
never heard of pollen in MA ) etc.. got a huge slightly 
off frequency HI from someone I am sure was Joe as 
Nando came back to me.  Then we discuss the 
missionary, and Nando goes to check out my QRZ 
page ( I still need to take the Bill Baker NG4T photo 
school to learn how to put all these old photos there ) 
.. and we chatted about how DX'ers don't do 
windows for a while.

So long story short, I finally got to work Congo as 
promised after 48 years, my buddy Joe knows I am 
still alive ( haven't talked to him in 25 years ), and not 
all DX contacts are slam bang. 
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You Can’t Get There From Here: 
Republic of Palau

by Don, WS4NC

FARC Newsletter Page 26

Koror City on Koror (also 
called Oreor Island) is 
the former capital of 
Palau.  Ham Radio prefix 
is T88.  And where is 
tha t?   Why  i t  i s  a t 
7°20′32″N 134°28′38″E 
or thereabouts (see the 
map).  And yes, you 
really can get there.  
There is an international airport with flights to 
Guam, Manila, Seoul, Taipei, Hong Kong and 
Macau.  But you can’t get there often, or easily, by 
ham radio.  It isn’t the most rare, it sits somewhere 
around 140 on the most wanted DX lists, just after 
Uganda and before Cyprus.  But it is a catch.

The Republic of Palau is an island country of about 
340 islands and is in the western chain of the 
Caroline Islands.  If you dug a hole from Winston-
Salem straight through the center of the earth you 
would come out, not in China, but somewhere in 
the western Pacific not too far from Palau.

Palau became a part of the United States Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands after WW2.  In 1994 
the islands became a sovereign republic under a 
Compact of Free Association with the United 
States.

During June 5-12, 2020 JI6HG and JA7WFT will be 
active from Koror as T88IH and T88FT.  Yes, it will 
be challenge to get this QSL, but it is doable if 
sunspots will cooperate.  There is some SW 

activity from Palau usually on 9830 and 9985, and 
13840 kHz.  A good check to see if the DXpedition 
can be heard here.  

I understand that the West Plaza Hotel by the Sea 
is available for ham radio purposes with radios 
provided.  Reportedly clean rooms, AC and a nice 

January, 2020January, 2020
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restaurant with fish and Red Rooster local draft 
beer.  There is even an Ace Hardware store 
nearby. DXpedition anyone?  If ham radio isn’t 
your thing they will take you snorkeling or scuba 
diving. Considered among the best in the world.  
Or hiking, kayaking, sport-fishing, WW2 sites, 
shipwrecks or bird watching.  Apparently this is 
one the most unspoiled places in the world. 
Shhhhh - don’t tell anyone.  Let me check up on my 
frequent flyer miles.

Since it is probably a little chilly outside I thought 
maybe this month we should go somewhere a little 

warm.  Mean annual temperature is around 82 °F.  
Local population is under 18,000 and some 50,000 
people a year visit.  Languages are Palauan and 
English along with Japanese, Sonsorolese and 
Torbian.  The currency?  The US dollar.  Hope you 
enjoyed your visit.  Merkong! Doral!  Pictures below 
are from Official Tourism Office of Palau.
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from www.frostfest.com

We are officially kicking off Frostfest 2020! 
The largest hamfest in the Mid-Atlantic will be 
held on Saturday, February 1st, 2020 at the 
Richmond Raceway Complex. 

www.frostfest.com is the place to find all the 
information about this great hamfest! Sales 
are open!

Many of your favorite vendors are already 
committed, and there will be more to come. 
Get a table or two and sell your excess 
equipment.

Check out all the details at www.frostfest.com

Discounted Group Rate:  DoubleTree - 
Richmond Airport, $99/night.  Hotel 
Reservation Link    Pre-Show "Meet & Greet" 
will be held in the hotel restaurant/lobby, 
Friday @ 7:30pm. - Details to follow on 
Facebook
 

Art Video on Ham Radio

Received an email from Brian, KN4R:

Hi all,

Please watch this interesting short 
film school video project starring a 
radio collector friend of mine - Hiroki 
AH6CY

https://vimeo.com/376746309/0ebac9f71d

After watching I thought it should be 
named something like “amateur radio in 
retirement” :-)

PS Hiroki likes hiking and setting up an 
antenna somewhere out in the desert and 
making a few contacts with his local QRP 
group.  He has written for QST and 
Electric Radio magazine...

more info below

Happy Holidays to you and yours,

Brian
KN4R

Video on restoring WWII radios

And I received another interesting video on restoring 
WWII radios form Joe, AF1E:

I found this very interesting about 
restoring WWII aircraft radios. 
Especially after the presentation last 
week.

https://hackaday.com/2019/12/12/wwii-
aircraft-radio-roars-to-life-what-it-
takes-to-restore-a-piece-of-history/  

Enjoy.

Joe Spears AF1E



Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

Welcome to 2020.  The 
spamers are already out.  It is 
suggested that you always 
write out 2020.  Just putting 
/20 leaves it open to adding 
two more digits in the coming 
years.  Sad.  People are 
already thinking of how to 
scam you in the future.  Here’s hoping that all the “spam” 
calls will go away in 2020.  Sometimes I get 15 or more in 
one day.  I just quit answering the phone if I don’t know you 
- let it go to voice mail.

If you want to see another months Newsletter there is a 
pattern to the sequence:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2020m01.pdf

substitute XXXX for the year and the XX two number 
sequence for the month.  Yes, I know my website should 
be fixed but I haven’t had time to deal with that.  I’ll get 
around to it one day.  I really do hate computers.

And speaking of the Newsletter - that is such an unoriginal 
name.  I once did a supplement to the Newsletter called 
“Arcs and Sparks”.  How about that?  Other suggestions?  
Haven't heard any yet.

Thanks to contributors this month, especially Dick, W4PID 
for his DX column, and to all who make FARC such a 
smooth running organization.  Looking forward to the 
Hamfest.

73, Don WS4NC

W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and 
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on 
it.  Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this 
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.  
UPDATE:  YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY 
PAYPAL!  Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com

Page 29

W4NC Live

If you goto  you will see a link to www.w4nc.com
W4NCLive.  That will take you to youtube and you 
can see many of our past FARC meetings and some 
training programs there.  The meetings are 
streamed live and then stored on youtube for future 
access.  It looks like maybe we have finally worked 
out all the kinks! At least if we can avoid more 
Windows updates to the drivers.  Pedro, KM4GKY, 
is our prime youtuber and usually runs the 
streaming.  If you are looking for November’s it will 
be along soon.

FARC Newsletter

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a 
way for FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the 
Amazon Smile link below and register and select 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs 
you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  Anything 
you order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile 
link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it 
costs you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 
501c(3) organizations through this program.  As of 
May, 2018 this has generated $383.78 for FARC.  
Thanks Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for 
pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com

January’s Mystery Ham
by Don, WS4NC

Famous in ham circles.  
Now an SK.  Wrote a 
great many articles in 
QST.  I am sure if you’ve 
been on HF, you almost 
ce r ta in l y  have  used 
equipment designed by 
him.  Any ideas who this 
is?  

January, 2020



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form
New Member Modification Or Renewal

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116

http://www.w4nc.com Rev. 02 2020

1Please be sure your e-mail address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent via e-mail due to 
increasing postage costs. Mailings to postal addresses for special circumstances is upon special request. 

2We track ARRL membership as we are required to maintain a percentage to retain our ARRL certification.

3If you are an ARES/Auxcomm member, or would like to become one, please indicate and fill out the 
appropriate form.

4Family members residing in the same household may also become members at no additional cost. Please 
indicate the members on this form, as well as filling out an additional form for each family member.

Complete and return all forms with applicable payment to the mailing address below, or to an officer at the 
next club meeting.

Dues $30.
If over 65 or full 
time student,
dues are $15.

Donations
(Appreciated!)

Total

Call Sign/Class First Name Last Name

Address City

State Zip Date of Birth

Home Phone Mobile Phone Work Phone

E-Mail1

Family Member4 Call Sign

Emergency Contact Emergency Contact Phone Number(s)

Newsletter Delivery1

ARES/Auxcomm3

ARRL2

Memberships

Family Member4 Call Sign E-Mail U.S. Mail

CW
SSB
Digital
SSTV
ATV
D-Star
System Fusion
DMR

Satellite
EME
Microwave

Contesting
QRP
DX
Fox Hunt

Kit Building
Antenna Building
Test Equipment
Microcomputers
AuxComm - ARES

L/M Wave

Nets
Vagabond Net

SWL

S.T.E.M. Discussion

Special Interests

____________

Yearly Fees are Due January

Date Rcvd

(N,T,G,A,E)

____________
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