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April FARC Meeting - on-line only
Sam, NI4TG

FARC President

To all FARC members and others: Video Conference 
Member Meeting

In response to the very contagious Corvid-19 virus and 
Governor’s orders, our next Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meeting scheduled for Monday, April 13 will not be 
at the Red Cross but will instead be held via Zoom video 
conferencing software.

To assist in the installation and operation of the Zoom 
client software, we will have two Zoom meetings prior to 
April 13:

Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30 pm, there will be a "Shop and 
Tech" Talk for anyone interested.

Friday, April 10 at 7:30 pm, there will be a trial run 
meeting that will allow the Zoom software to be 
downloaded and installed, if you have not already done 
that.

Monday, April 13 at 7:30 pm, will be the club member 
meeting via the Zoom software.

Emails will be sent out to club members prior to the 
meetings with links for each meeting. As stated prior, the 
emails will contain a specific link which will help you 
download and install the software and then take you to 
the meeting. However, if you go ahead and install the 
c l i e n t  s o f t w a r e  b e f o r e h a n d  f r o m 
https://zoom.us/download, the link in the email will 
activate the Zoom software and then take you to the trial 
meeting.

Zoom is fully functional if your PC has a camera and 
microphone. If your PC does not have a Camera and/or 
Mic you will still be able to view and hear the conference, 
but you have to use the chat function on the Zoom client 
to “talk” to the group. All modern cell phones will be able 
to fully view and hear the meeting and participate.

The FARC Board of Directors used Zoom video 
conferencing successfully several days ago in an online 
meeting attended by 18 club members.

The intent for the April 13 meeting is to hold a normal 
member meeting, announcements, treasurer report, 
repeater status and AuxComm-ARES reports. The main 
meeting topic will be by Harlan Cobert-W1HRC on 
current COVID-19 status, where we stand in this area, 
the state and the outlook for the area and the country. 

There will be no meeting at the Red Cross.  Our board 
will move to meetings on the Zoom video-conferencing 
app and the 145.47 MHZ repeater.  The notice for the 
board meeting only goes out to those who normally 
attend to keep the emails down, but the meeting is open 
to all.  If you would like to join the business meeting send 
an email to dedwars <at> dwepe <dot> com.  Now more 
than ever it is important that we maintain our sense of 
community.  Please check in on Zoom April 13 at 7:30 
PM.
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Primer on Zoom on page 37.



  JAMES L BURNS  KO4CTM G   
  GERALD D JACOBS  KN4ZBQ G    
  JOHN W WILSON  KO4CTN T G   
  MICHAEL C MORTON  KK4NRS E    
  DANIEL T WEMYSS  KO4CTR T    
  BURL T HAMMOCK  N4BUR E  
  DANIEL P FERGUSON  KO4CTO T
  
Amateur Radio License Testing

Amateur radio testing has been suspended for now due 
to the national emergency.  Testing is normally 
available for new applicants as well as upgrades. As 
soon as we can we will resume exams on the 2nd 
Monday of every month, except December, prior to the 
FARC regular meeting.  Check w4nc.com for updates.  
The normal starting time is 6:20PM  The place is the . 
Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-
Salem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail, listing the 
elements you wish to test for, your phone number and 
email address. You may pre-register or get additional 
information via Email to testing@w4nc.com  Attention 
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Pre-registrat ion is requ ired via emai l  only, 
testing@w4nc.com - no text messages please, listing 
your name, call - if you have one, the elements you wish 
to test for, your phone number and email address.

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A)  Their original license for viewing
B)  Two copies of their Signed license (FCC 660 – May 2007 
      Form),  one of which must be attached to their FCC Form 605.
C)  The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have a
       CSCE.
D)  $12.00

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 

FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

 A hearty congratulations 
on our new amateur 
licenses and upgrades 
from our last testing 
session:
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-
art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-
meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz 
tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts 
its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd 
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of 
Hanes Mall Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All club 
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business 
meeting.  For more information about FARC mail us at 
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 
336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2019 are:

President:  Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President:  Ian MacArthur, W4STH
Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO

Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2005-2018, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are 
on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would 
like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.
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candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next 
month’s exam session.  A copy of your signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), must accompany the 
applicat ion to the FCC. Any missing copies 
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
exam candidates. Bring your original Signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), if you have one, two 
forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms 
(CSCE’s - if any).

For new hams, or upgrades, please complete the 
information on the FARC application (usually the last 
page of the Newsletter), if you have not already done 
so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". 
Once the form is completed, bring to the next club 
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download” 
box.
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April’s Mystery Ham
by Don, WS4NC

Hummmm.  FARC member.  It 
is not a recent picture.  Now 
who could this be?

Thomasville Amateur Exams

Rick Weinbaum, KK4RR
VE Session Manager,

Tri-County ARC, NC4AR

The Davidson County Library System has advised that due 
to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) all meeting and other 
activities inside the library have been canceled for the next 
30 days.  Therefore, the test session scheduled for Saturday, 
March 21, 2020 has been canceled.  This is the Thomasville, 
NC session.  Should conditions change after 30 days, the 
session may be rescheduled in late April.  Hope everyone 
understands and remember the saying "Safety First".

April, 2020
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Last Month’s Brain-teaser . . .

What goes in the missing box?  Hint:  It’s not 6.

Stacey was in my office last month as the Newsletter 
was being prepared and immediately said “That’s 
my gear shift.”  Kudos.  Most people miss this 
completely.  Like everybody else, since no one else 
guessed, or if they did they didn’t send me an 
answer.

FARC FCC Tests
Dale, WB9SZL

Until future ntoice all FCC tests at the Red 
Cross, normally scheduled at 6:20 PM before 
FARC meetings, has been canceled

W4VEC/VE TEST SESSIONS 
CANCELED

Ray Everhart, 
Chief Officer W4VEC/VE

For the safety and health of our VE’s and 
applicants, and following local, state, and 
federal mandates, all scheduled test session 
with W4VEC/VEC have been cancelled 
through July 1, 2020, depending on the 
status of the coronavirus (CoVid-19).  this 
ban on testing through W4VEC/VEC will be 
extended indefinitely.  Remember - “Safety 
First”.  Stay safe - stay healthy - stay at home.
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100 KHz Crystal Calibrator

by, James Kretzschmar, AE7AX
16 March 2020

[Editor's note:  James, AE7AX, is an FARC member who now 
lives in Wyoming. His projects are always things of beauty.  I 
have tried his technique of using a dental drill to cut lines in a 
piece of un-etched PC board.  Doing it with the elegance he 
does is harder than it looks.  But then James is a retired dental 
surgeon.  One would hope that he has some skill at this.]

This crystal calibrator circuit is based on the Heathkit 
HD-20 Crystal Calibrator. The schematic was found 
online and employed a PNP transistor. The resonant 
portion of the circuit used a 3500 pF capacitor and 
an unknown slug-tuned center-tapped inductor. My 
modifications to the circuit were to use a NPN 
transistor (2N2222), calculate the inductance (Freq 
= 1000000/6.28 x (LC)^0.5), make a slug-tuned 
inductor (approx 775µH), and reverse the polarity of 
the battery. This circuit works great and outputs a 
solid sine wave signal at 100 KHz signal and 
multiples. Do not adjust the slug-tuned inductor ... 
the resonant circuit (LC) was peaked with an 
oscilloscope for 100 KHz.

April, 2020
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Continued on Page 6

BOARD:  3 3/4 inch  x  2 1/4 inch

The inductor was constructed using a junk-box 1/2” 
slug-tuned ceramic form (see pictures below).  
Since we were looking to reach an inductance of 
approximately 750µH it was going to take several 
turns of wire ... just did not know how many.  The first 
coil wound consisted of 100-0-100 turns of #30 
enameled wire ... my inductance meter showed that 
it was around 500µH ... not enough.  The second coil 
wound consisted of 150-0-150 turns of #30 
enameled wire ... this provided a range between 
700µH and 950µH which worked out just fine.  Once 
the inductor was constructed and paired with the 
3300pF capacitor it was peaked for 100.00 KHz 
using a signal generator and oscilloscope (see the 
bottom of the page above).

[Ed. note:  there was a time  when crystal calibrators were 
absolutely required.  I think the indicator on the slide rule 
dial of my first Lafayette receiver was probably 15 kHz 
wide.  And then it could be 50 kHz off.  It was so necessary 
to find the end of the band.  Many homebrew receivers still 
need some help finding the edges.  We are so spoiled 
today with our digital readouts.]



Cue the music from the movie.  Stacey did this photo 
during our business meeting test of Zoom video-
conferencing.  Ummm - thank you? Remember the 
Halloween photos I ran back last October?  So this is 
the picture I considered and discarded for Stacey’s 
photo:

OK, I like math humor.  When I first saw the above I 
went, huh?  Then I belly-laughed out loud.  Took a 
few seconds to sink in.  It actually is both subtle and 
inspired - but that’s too complex (pun intended) to 
explain and it loses something in the translation.  
And I see the blank stares and head tilts . . . 

Think Pythagoras.  Work it out.  The second and third 
levels are more subtle, much more subtle.  Subtle 
and inspired.  Trust me.  Led to Smith charts.  Those 
levels are only funny if you spent as many years as I 
did teaching and looking at the head tilts in the room.

Math Humor

Payback is a  . . . witch.                             WS4NC
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New FARC By-Laws

There has been a long on-going effort to update 
the official by-laws of the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.  This is a legal document and there have 
been several compelling legal reasons to get this 
done.  Unfortunately, this has taken much longer 
than anticipated.  Much appreciation to Terry, 
AK4D, for chairing this committee.

A lot of people have had input to this and these 
have been reviewed by a lawyer who has made 
some very valuable suggestions.  These were 
approved at the March FARC club meeting.  They 
are being repeated in this month’s Newsletter.

Continued on the next page

April, 2020

N4VHK?
by Don, WS4NC

You probably know him today by his Grandfather’s call, 
W2DZO, Henry, III.  Henry, IV, who now lives and teaches 
music in Virginia, has his dad’s old call, N4VHK.  I keep a 
close watch on the old QSL market for any old FARC 
members.  This just popped up and has been presented to 
Henry, III at the March FARC meeting.  Usually I’m looking 
for the 1920s and 1930s, but sometimes 1994 will do.

Terry, AK4D, sent me the above.  I love it, thank you. Don, WS4NC

https://www.shreveporttimes.com/
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FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

Approved:
(To be voted on March 9, 2020)
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BYLAWS OF
THE FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

ARTICLE I
NAME AND ADDRESS

The name of this organization shall be The Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, Incorporated("Corporation" or "Club"). The physical address of 
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club shall be 690 Coliseum Drive, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101. The physical address will be designated 
by the club as the address used for its Registered Agent in the official 
records of the Secretary of State of North Carolina. The mailing 
address of the club shall be P.O. Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC 
27116-1361.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSES

The purposes of the Corporation are stated in the Articles of 
Incorporation, dated February 01, 1981, and the Articles of 
Amendment, dated June 11, 1984, both documents having been 
registered with the Secretary of State of North Carolina. The 
documents have been recorded in Books 1422P0483 and 
1446P0687, respectively, by the Forsyth County Register of Deeds.  
Applicable portions of the Articles of Amendment that relate to the 
purpose of the club are restated herewith:

The purposes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club are to conduct, carry 
on and operate a nonprofit corporation to further the cause of Amateur 
Radio by teaching radio fundamentals, encouraging educational and 
scientific research and experimentation, providing and promoting 
amat eur  r ad io  commun ica t io ns  i nc lud ing  eme rge ncy 
communications services, increasing recognition and enhancement 
of the value of amateur radio to the public as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service, promoting individual 
knowledge and operating efficiency, promoting an understanding of 
and adherence of the laws and requirements established by the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) pertaining to Amateur 
Radio, provide a means of entry level and upgrade amateur radio 
licensing and illustrating the ability of amateur radio to promote and 
enhance domestic and international good will.

The purposes for which the Corporation are organized are exclusively 
religious, charitable, scientific, literary, and educational within the 
meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1994.  
Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Articles, the 
Corporation shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried 
on by an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1994, or the corresponding 
provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue law. 
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ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIPS

Section 01. Types of Membership.

Five types of membership will be recognized by the club:

(a) Full Membership: Full Membership may be conferred upon any 
person holding a valid and current amateur radio operator's license 
issued by the U.S. Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") 
and is current on annual club dues as defined in Section 04(a) of this 
Article. Full members shall be entitled to all rights and privileges of the 
club including the right to vote on club issues, nominating candidates 
for club office, voting in the election of club officers and serving as 

Continued on the next page

April, 2020



FARC Newsletter Page 9

members and chairs of club committees. Additional privileges of Full 
Membership are the use of equipment in the club shack after training 
and approval by the Club Shack Committee and other club equipment 
upon Board of Directors approval.

(b) Complimentary One Year Full Membership: A one year 
complimentary Full Membership will be conferred to anyone 
successfully taking and passing the FCC exam for a new or
upgraded license at a Forsyth Amateur Radio Club VEC testing 
session. A Forsyth Amateur Radio Club membership form will be 
provided to the successful test taker. The membership form must be 
filled out and returned to the VEC testing team. The complimentary 
Full Membership will become effective after the club Secretary 
processes the membership form filled out by the successful candidate 
and will continue for the following year if the new or upgraded license 
occurs after September first. If a complimentary Full Membership is 
conferred to a new club member for a new or upgrade license from 
August to December, Full Membership club officer nomination and 
voting privileges start the following January.

© Associate Membership: Associate Membership may be conferred 
upon any person who is interested in amateur radio but does not hold 
a valid and current FCC-issued amateur radio operator's license. 
Additionally, Associate Membership will be conferred upon the current 
holder of a valid and current FCC-issued amateur radio operator’s 
license with unpaid club dues or a former Full Member who is not 
current on annual club dues as defined in Section 03 of this Article. If a 
former Full club member with a valid FCC issued amateur radio 
license brings annual club dues current, Full Membership status will 
be restored for the balance of the calendar year. Associate Members 
may participate in club activities including meetings, Field Day, 
hamfests, contests and being members of club committees.

(d) Honorary Membership: Honorary Membership may be conferred 
upon certain persons because of their special circumstances, 
including distinguished service to amateur radio, disability, or other 
reasons as may be deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.
Honorary Members need not be licensed amateur radio operators. If 
an Honorary Member has a FCC-issued amateur radio operator’s 
license, Honorary Members will have the privileges of Associate 
Membership.

(e) Life Membership: Life Membership may be conferred upon 
persons for distinguished service to amateur radio and the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club and have an active amateur radio license. Life 
Members shall have all rights and privileges of Full Membership.
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Section 02. Application Process for Membership.

Applications for membership will be made on an application form 
provided by the club and are available in the club newsletter, from club 
officers and from the club website. The completed form must be 
returned to the club Treasurer with the prescribed dues payment as 
established by the Board of Directors and described below. The club 
Treasurer, in turn, will deliver the completed form to the club Secretary 
for processing.

Section 03. Annual Dues.

(a) The annual dues for Full Membership will be reviewed each year 
by the Board of Directors.

The Board of Director’s recommendations for dues assessments for 
the upcoming fiscal year will be included with the proposed annual 
budget as outlined in Article VI.

(b) Members of age 65 years or older, or regularly enrolled full-time 
students in elementary schools, middle schools, high schools, 
colleges and universities shall pay reduced annual dues as 

established by the Board of Directors.

© Honorary and Life Members shall not be required to pay annual club 
dues.

(d) Additional family members residing at the same physical address 
of a Full Member as described in Article III, Section 01(a) and who 
have a FCC issued amateur radio license shall be given Full 
Membership with all rights and privileges of Full Membership.

Section 04. Payment of Dues.

Payment of dues shall be as follows:

(a) Annual dues for Full Membership are due by the club meeting in 
January. Full Membership dues for new members become payable, 
without proration for unused months, during the month that 
membership is granted and annually thereafter at the club meeting in 
January. If a new member joins the club on or after September first, 
Full Membership shall be paid and current for the current and 
following annual year. However, if Full Membership dues are paid 
during the period from August to December, Full Membership officer 
nomination and voting privileges start the following January.

(b) Full Members whose dues are in arrears shall be carried on the 
club’s records for approximately a two-month grace period ending the 
third Monday in March. If a payment is not received by the club 
Treasurer by the third Monday in March, the member’s status will be 
dropped from Full Membership to Associate Membership.
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ARTICLE IV
ELECTED OFFICERS

Section 01. Elected Officers.

The elected officers of the club shall be President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. Their duties are as follows:

(a) President: The President shall preside over all meetings of the 
club; be an ex-officio member of all committees; preside over all 
meetings of the Board of Directors; sign checks in the absence of the 
Treasurer; and perform all such duties as are properly required of the 
President.

(b) Vice-President: The Vice-President shall, in the absence or 
disability of the President, preside over membership and directors' 
meetings and, in general, act in the President's stead. The Vice-
President shall be ex-officio chair of the Program Committee provided 
for in Article VII, Section 02, and may sign checks in the absence of 
either the Treasurer or the President. If the Vice-President is absent or 
unable to act, the Board of Directors shall designate an acting 
Temporary Vice-President.

© Secretary: The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of 
all meetings, keep a roll of members, process and file applications for 
membership, carry on correspondence, develop and furnish written 
minutes of meeting proceedings to the publications committee for 
inclusion in the club newsletter and website. The club Secretary will be 
the Registered Agent as referenced in Article I for the club with the 
North Carolina Secretary of State.

(d) Treasurer: The Treasurer shall receive all monies of the club and 
deposit these in the name of the club in a depository specified by the 
Board of Directors. He shall sign checks in the name of the club in 
payment of obligations known by him to be proper and authorized. 
The Treasurer shall make a verbal financial report at each stated 
meeting. The Treasurer will provide a written financial statement and 
projected budget for the following calendar year at the annual meeting 

Continued on the next page
April, 2020
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each December. The written report shall be made available to the 
membership on demand and to the Treasurer-Elect. The Treasurer 
will do a timely filing to maintain the club’s 501(c)3 non-profit status 
with the Internal Revenue Service each year, pay the cost of 
insurance for club assets as defined in Article VI, Section 02, pay 
annual liability insurance, pay other bills as needed or directed by the 
Board of Directors and shall provide documentation as needed for an 
annual independent financial audit.

Section 02. Procedures for Election.

Procedures for the annual election of officers are as follows:

(a) July Election Procedures: The election shall be initiated at the 
Board of Directors' business meeting normally held the third Monday 
in July. The Board of Directors shall appoint a temporary chair of the 
Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee will be 
composed of at least five Full and Life Members. No more than two of 
the five will be from the Board of Directors. The temporary chair of the 
Nominating Committee shall promptly call a meeting of the 
Nominating Committee to select a permanent chair and consider 
nominations for the various offices.
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(b) Election Procedures Prior to the September Meeting: 
Following the election of a permanent chair, the Nominating 
Committee shall nominate one candidate for each office, and the 
nominees' names shall be announced to the membership through the 
club newsletter or by e-mail to Full and Life Members prior to and at 
the September meeting.

© Floor Nomination Procedures at the September Meeting:  
Nominations from the floor may be submitted by Full and Life 
Members at the September meeting, and those nominations, together 
with those made by the Nominating Committee, shall be published in 
the club newsletter and/or website and/or email issued prior to the 
October meeting. No nominations will be accepted at the October 
meeting.

(d) Election of Officers by Acclamation at the September 
Meeting: If the only candidates for club officer positions are those 
named by the Nominating Committee at the September meeting, 
candidates can be voted in verbally by acclamation by Full and Life 
Members prior to the close of the September meeting. In that case, the 
names of the elected officers by proclamation will be published in the 
club newsletter and/or website and/or email issued prior to the 
October meeting.

(e) Preparation of Ballots and Proxies Prior to the October 
Meeting: If there is more than one candidate for any position, the 
Secretary shall prepare ballots and proxies containing the names of 
all candidates duly nominated. Proxy instruments shall be distributed 
under the direction of the Nominating Committee to give every Full 
and Life Member an opportunity, upon request, to vote in absentia. 
Requests for proxy ballots must be received by the Secretary not later 
than the end of the third full week of September. Completed proxies 
must be returned to the Secretary no later than the second business 
day before the day of the October meeting.

(f) Procedures for Voting and Counting of Ballots at the October 
Meeting: If there is more than one candidate for any position, voting 
for officers shall be by secret ballot at the meeting in October. The 
President shall appoint at least three Full and Life Members to count 
the ballots. The members counting the ballots will deliver the vote 
results to the President who will announce the vote result and name 
the winning candidate for each office. The results of the election will be 
published in the November club newsletter and elected officers shall 
assume their duties at the annual membership December meeting.

(g) Unforeseen Meeting Delays or Cancellations: In the case of 
unforeseen circumstances resulting in meeting delays or 
cancellations during the election procedure months, the election 
process will follow the same sequence of events in subsequent 
months with current officers serving until the new election is 
completed. At the discretion of the Board of Directors, the election 
process may be accelerated to conclude at the end of the calendar 
year.

Section 03. Officers and Committee Chairs: Terms and 
Vacancies.

(a) Neither the President nor the Vice-President shall be elected to 
more than two consecutive annual terms in the same office. 
Exceptions to this rule must be approved by a two-thirds vote by club 
Full and Life Members at a regular club meeting provided that the 
quorum requirement as established in Article V, Section 01(e) is 
satisfied.

(b) In case of a vacancy in any office, the remaining Board of Directors 
shall appoint a Full or Life Member to fill such vacancy for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 
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© Every officer and committee chair of the club shall continue in office 
until a successor has been installed. The term of office for officers and 
chairs shall be one calendar year. 

(d) No member shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, or a chair of a standing committee unless, at the time of 
nomination and throughout the term of service, the member is a Full or 
Life Member of the club.

ARTICLE V
MEETINGS

Section 01. Membership Meetings.

Membership meetings will be held in the following manner:

(a) A stated membership meeting will be held once each month unless 
cancelled or postponed due to hazardous conditions or other issues 
as determined by the Board of Directors.

(b) The calendar day of the week and hour for meetings in the 
upcoming year shall be the second Monday of each month at 7:30 
unless changed by the Board of Directors.

© The annual meeting shall be the December meeting, at which 
elected officers are installed near the conclusion of the meeting.

(d) At the discretion of the Board of Directors, some issues may be 
brought to a vote of the Full and Life Members at a membership 
meeting.

(e) For the transaction of any issue deemed necessary by the Board of 
Directors requiring approval by a hand or voice vote of Full and Life 
Members at a stated membership meeting, a quorum shall consist of a 
minimum of ten Full and Life Members physically present at the 
meeting including the President or his designee and one other Board 
of Directors member. Additionally, any issue deemed to require 
approval by a vote must be announced previously by email, 
newsletter or on the club website.

Section 02. Board of Directors’ Business Meetings.

(a) The President shall call Board of Directors’ Business meetings at 
such times and places as necessary, or upon a request made by any 
two Directors.

Continued on the next page
April, 2020
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(b) At any Board of Directors’ Business meeting, a quorum will consist 
of a minimum of two elected officers, a minimum of three non-officer 
chairs and a minimum of three non-officer and non-chairs who are Full 
and Life Members. All interested club members are encouraged to 
attend Board of Directors’ Business meetings. Full and Life Members 
may vote on issues requiring a vote. 
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ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 01. Composition.

The Board of Directors shall consist of the officers, Club Trustee, 
chairs of standing committees and special assignments, and the 
immediate past club President.

Section 02. Duties.

The Board of Directors shall guide all activities of the club and shall 
have the power to transact all ordinary business. The Board of 
Directors will review club involvements, events and programs, club 
assets, budgetary needs, annual dues and legal liabilities. The Board 
of Directors will determine club needs and determine means to 
promote amateur radio, protect the club and its members and keep it 
healthy. A preliminary annual budget for the following calendar year 
will be determined at the club business meeting in October, finalized at 
the November meeting and presented by the club Treasurer as the 
annual meeting each December.

ARTICLE VII
COMMITTEES, APPOINTMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Section 01. Appointments of Committees, Coordinators and 
Special Assignments.

(a) As needed, the President-elect shall appoint chairs of needed 
committees after assuming office in December and shall collaborate 
with each chair in selecting members of the committee. 
Announcements of committee chairs shall be made at the following 
club meeting.

(b) Committees shall have not fewer than two members, one of whom 
shall be designated as chair.

© In the event that a committee does not consist of two persons, it 
shall be changed to "special assignment" status as documented in 
Article VII, Section 03(b).

(d) Each active committee shall submit a report to be published at 
least annually in the club newsletter.

(e) Coordinators such as the Volunteer Examiner Team Liaison, 
Volunteer Examiners (VE’s) and the Forsyth County Amateur Radio 
Emergency Services® Coordinator (ARES®)/Forsyth County 
AuxComm may be appointed outside the club level. These 
appointments are made to encourage and ensure good cooperation 
between the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club and other organizations.

(f) The President will make appointments for special assignments as 
needed.

Section 02. Standing Coordinators, Chairs and Committees 
Established.

The Board of Directors can de-establish any committee or create a 
new committee as needed.  All committees shall operate within 
spending guidelines established by the Board of Directors. The 
following are committees and special assignments that are normally 

established on an annual basis with brief descriptions following: 
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House Committee  Hospitality Committee
Volunteer Examiner Liaison  Program Committee
Technical Committee  Newsletter Committee
Field Day Committee  Hamfest Committee
Nomination Committee  Webmaster Committee
Emergency Management Committee Club Shack Committee
(ARES®/AuxComm)

(a) House Committee: The House Committee shall have supervision 
of all matters concerning the physical aspects of the club's meetings 
including the meeting place, refreshments and shall have charge of 
other club social functions that may be held.

(b) Hospitality Committee: Members of the Hospitality Committee 
will be in charge of welcoming any new meeting attendees, guests 
and introducing them to the other members.

© Volunteer Examiner Team Liaison: The Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club supports the FCC Voluntary Examiner Coordinator (VEC) 
System. The Volunteer Examiner Team Liaison, shall, in cooperation 
with the Board of Directors, register with a FCC Recognized VEC and 
shall help accredit other FARC members with Amateur Radio 
Licenses as Volunteer Examiners and shall hold test sessions for 
anyone wishing to take an FCC exam for an Amateur Radio Operator 
License or to upgrade their current Amateur Radio Operators License. 
The Volunteer Examiner Team Liaison will furnish a club membership 
form submitted by each successful test candidate to the club 
Secretary for a complementary one year Full Membership as 
described in Article III, Section 01(a) and (b). Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club VE test sessions are normally held before club member 
meetings each January through November and are normally 
announced in the club newsletter and on the club website.

(d) Program Committee: The Vice-President is the chair of the 
Program Committee. The Program Committee shall provide a 
program for each stated club membership meeting.

(e) Technical Committee: The Technical Committee shall be 
responsible for consultation, recommendations and actions in the 
operation and maintenance of club repeaters, interference
to repeater operations and maintenance and repair of club-owned 
equipment.

(f) Newsletter Committee: The Newsletter Committee is charged 
with collecting and publishing current and historic information related 
to amateur radio and the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club on a monthly 
basis.

(g) Field Day Committee: The Field Day Committee shall plan, 
manage and operate all functions relating to Field Day including 
reserving a site for Field Day operations.

(h) Hamfest Committee: The Hamfest Committee shall have 
supervision of all matters related to each club Hamfest including 
obtaining a site for the Hamfest. 
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(I) Nomination Committee: Article IV, Section 02 describes the 
responsibilities and duties of the Nomination Committee.

(j) Webmaster Committee: The Webmaster Committee is charged 
with maintaining the club website, keeping it updated with current and 
historic meeting and other information pertinent to the club and 
Amateur Radio.

Continued on the next page
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(k) Emergency Management Committee: The Emergency 
Management Committee will be chaired by the local AuxComm-
ARES® Coordinator. The Emergency Management Committee 
coordinates with local and regional emergency management to 
support their concerns and needs, arranges for emergency services 
training as needed and arranges and provides support and assistance 
in public service events.

(l) Club Shack Committee: The Club Shack Committee will install 
and maintain the equipment used in the club shack, provide and 
update as needed any written documents, checklists or operating 
manuals and will do training necessary to safely use the equipment in 
the club shack by Full and Life Members.

Section 03. Temporary Committees and Special Assignments

(a) Temporary Committees: Temporary committees may be formed 
as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors. Appointment of a 
temporary committee shall remain effective until dissolved by the 
Board of Directors.

(b) Temporary Special Assignment: Any club member may be 
appointed by the Board of Directors for Special Assignment for duties 
not already addressed by an established committee. Such club 
member may perform those duties on a “stand alone” basis without 
the formation of a committee.

Section 04. Club Trustee: The Club Trustee must be the holder of the 
club Amateur Radio License from the Federal Communication 
Commission (FCC). The Club Trustee is nominated by the President 
and is approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. The 
Trustee:

(a) Must be a Full Member of the club and have maintained a 
consistent attendance record at both FARC member and business 
club meetings.

(b) Must hold an FCC Extra Class license.

© The Trustee is a long term appointment and is responsible for 
holding and maintaining the club call, W4NC, and for all compliance 
with FCC regulations.

(d) The existing Club Trustee can be removed by a majority vote of the 
Board of Directors at the time a new Club Trustee is nominated and 
approved.

(e) Because of FCC regulations, the current Club Trustee must be 
maintained until FCC documents with the name of a new Club Trustee 
have arrived with FARC. The current Trustee serves until the FCC has 
approved the appointment of a new Trustee.

(f) The Club Trustee must be an experienced licensee and have 
knowledge and experience in emergency operations, experience in 
contesting and split operations and Field Day operations.
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(g) It is strongly suggested that the Club Trustee appoint assistants as 
needed to oversee large FARC operations to ensure that all FCC rules 
are met. However, the ultimate responsibility for all FCC related 
operations rests with the Club Trustee.

(h) All radio operators at FARC events serve under the direction and 
control of the Club Trustee.

ARTICLE VIII
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

On any question of order or procedure not otherwise determined by 
these bylaws, the provisions of the then-current edition of Robert's 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall prevail.

ARTICLE IX
AMENDING BY-LAWS

Revisions of bylaws will be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of 
the Full and Life Members who are present at any regular club 
meeting provided that a quorum is present as defined in Article V, 
Section 01(e). All voting members must be notified and furnished a 
copy of the proposed revised By-Laws by email or any other means at 
least two weeks prior to the club meeting where a vote on the By-Laws 
takes place.

ARTICLE X
NO LIABILITIES

Neither the incorporators nor the members of this organization shall 
be individually liable for its debts, defaults, obligations or other 
liabilities; nor shall this club be liable for the debts, defaults, 
obligations or liabilities of any other club or organization.

ARTICLE XI
DISSOLUTION

The net earnings of the Corporation will in no way inure to the personal 
benefit of any of its members, officers, directors, or other private 
individuals. No final distribution of the Corporation’s assets will be 
made unless the Corporation dissolves. In the event of dissolution of 
the Corporation, the residual assets of the corporation will be turned 
over to one or more organizations which themselves are exempt as 
organizations described in Sections 501© and/or 170(c)(2) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1994 or then-applicable corresponding 
sections of any prior or future Internal Revenue Code, or to the 
Federal, State or local government for exclusively public purposes.

END

Disclaimer:  This version of the By-Laws was reformatted to fit 
into the Newsletter and may have some minor formatting 
differences from the original, i.e. the page numbers appear at the 
top of the text.  The original will be filled with the Secretary of 
Sate and is posted on the website.  In the event of any differences 
the copy as filed with the Secretary of State rules.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

Known Canceled hamfests:  I went as far north as MD, as far south as FL, 
as far west as TN and got any nearby states where FARC members are 
known to travel.  Bold just means probably of more value to FARC 
members and friends.  Basically, if it is between now and May - it 
probably has been canceled.  This is a rapidly changing situation.  I 
posted what information I have on ham clubs meetings as appropriate, 
again probably canceled or on-line.

03/28/2020 - CANCELED - Ides of March Hamfest,  Union 
City, TN
03/28/2020 - CANCELED - Pasco Co Spring HamFest ,  
Odessa, FL
03/28/2020 - CANCELED - SERC Hamfest & Tailgate,  
Sarasota, FL
03/28/2020 - CANCELED - Sevier County Hamfest,  
Sevierville , TN
03/29/2020 - CANCELED - 48th Annual TRARC 
Hamfest/Computer Show, Mckeesport, PA
03/29/2020 - CANCELED - Winterfest, ARRL Virginia 
Section Convention 2020,  Annandale, VA
04/04/2020 - CANCELED - Down East Hamfest, Kinston, 
NC
04/11/2020 - CANCELED - Raleigh Hamfest, ARRL 
Roanoke Division Convention, Raleigh, NC
04/11/2020 - CANCELED on site. Memphis FreeFest will be 
held virtually, Bartlett, TN
04/18/2020 - CANCELED - Gainesville Hamfest, Waldo, FL
04/25/2020 - CANCELED - Catawba Valley Hamfest, 
Morganton, NC
04/25/2020 - CANCELED - Cy Harris Memorial Free Flea, 
Oakland Park, FL
05/02/2020 - CANCELED - The Great Hagerstown Hamfest, 
Boonsboro, MD
05/03/2020 - CANCELED - Jackson County ARC Hamfest, 
Ripley, WV
05/03/2020 - CANCELED - Warminster ARC Hamfest, ARRL 
Eastern Pennsylvania Section Convention, Bristol, PA
05/17/2020 - 05/19/2020 - CANCELED - Dayton 
Hamvention, Xenia, OH

April 4 Nebraska, Missouri, Mississippi & Louisiana QSO 
Parties.  Also Florida State Parks on the Air.  

April 5 North American SSB Sprint Contest.  

April 11, 2020: RARSfest / ARRL Roanoke Division 
Convention - CANCELED , sponsored by Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, Jim Graham Building, 1025 Blue Ridge 
Boulevard, Raleigh, NC 27601.  http://rarsfest.org  Talk-In: 
146.640 MHZ, no tone.  Public Contact: Charles Littlewood, 
K4HF, via phone at 919-818-8171 or email at k4hf@arrl.net

April 11 Georgia and North Dakota QSO Parties.

April 13 FARC General Club meeting ON-LINE ONLY    The 
meeting will start at 7:30 PM and will be offered on Zoom only, 
later posted to youtube.  There will be no meeting at the Red 
Cross building due to the national emergency.

April 18 Michigan QSO Party.  Texas State Parks on the Air.  
Ontario QSO Party.

April 20 FARC Business meeting.  ON-LINE ONLY   Meeting 
will be held on Zoom videoconferencing app.  If you want to 
attend and are not on the list - please send a note to 
secretary@farc.com .  The meeting starts at 7:30.   All are 
welcome.

April 25 Florida QSO Party.

May 2 7th Area, Indiana QSO, 7th Area, Delaware, New 
England QSO Parties.

May 9 Arkansas QSO party.

May 11 FARC General Membership meeting.  Unknown if 
we will meet at the Red Cross or Zoom/youtube at this time, 
probably ZoomThe meeting will start at 7:30 PM. 

May 18 FARC Board meeting. Unknown if we will meet at 66 
Pizza or Zoom at this time, probably Zoom.  The meeting will 
start at 7:30 PM. 

May 30 CQ WW WPX CW Contest

June 6 Kentucky QSO Party.

June 8 FARC General Club meeting    Unknown if we will 
meet at the Red Cross or Zoom/youtube at this time.  The 
meeting will start at 7:30 PM. 

June 15 FARC Business meeting.    Unknown if we will meet 
on line or at 66 Pizza at this time.  The meeting starts at 7:30.

July 11, 2020:  Firecracker Hamfest STATUS UNKNOWN*,  
sponsored by Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury Civic 
Center, 315 Martin Luther King Avenue S, Salisbury, NC 
28144.  http://www.rowanars.com  Talk-In: 145.41 MHZ (PL 
136.5).  Public Contact: Ralph Mowery, KU4PT, via phone at 
704-279-4737 or email at rmowery28146@earthlink.net

July 25, 2020: WCARS Hamfest* STATUS UNKNOWN,  
sponsored by Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society, 
Haywood County Fairgrounds, 758 Crabtree Road, 
W a y n e s v i l l e ,  N C  2 8 7 8 5 .  
http://www.wcars.org/wcarshamfest.htm  Talk-in: none.  
Public Contact: Ruth Berner, WA4VT, via phone at 828-216-
2510 or email at ruthberner@gmail.com
(source: ARRL website)

June 27-28 ARRL Field Day - W4NC/90 will be active for this 
event.  How the Corona virus will affect this even is unknown at 
this time.  However we are still planning to go forward as 
planned at Hobby Park.
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NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date 
information
SOME MEETINGS MAY NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY.  WE WILL POST WHAT 
INFORMATION WE HAVE.  THESE ARE THE NORMAL 
STANDING DATES AND INFORMATION. 

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September 
and December.  See the website for details.  Locations varies.  
ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham 
badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.853 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday 
morning.   Next Meeting:  The next Piedmont Chapter 126 
meeting is scheduled for 6/13/20 in Siler City at the Best Food 
Cafeteria, staring at 11:30 AM. All members and guests are 
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged. 

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN HPARC meets the first 
Monday of each month at Rancho's, 10463 North Main Street 
in Archdale. The meeting usually begins at 7:00 PM with many 
members gather ing for  a meal around 6:30 PM.  
www.w4ua.org (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

Last Saturdays GSO/HP VE testing IN-PERSON MEETING  
STATUS UNKONWN The High Point FCC Testing session is 
on the last Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) 
at Hickory Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel 
Road, High Point 27260. Reservations required 3 days in 
advance. You need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo 
ID and a photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. 
The testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates and 
locations can be found on the W4VEC.ORG web site. Please 
contact David Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 
10:00 AM (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing CANCELED UNTIL  
FURTHUR NOTICE The Greensboro session is the second 
Saturday of each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United 
Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point Road, 
Greensboro, NC 27407. Reservations are not required, but 
advised. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring 
two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any 
previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 
payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found 
on the W4VEC.ORG web site.  (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to 
David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   IN-PERSON :
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at 
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We 
are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in 
Durham.  For  more in fo  on each meet ing,  check 
http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The last 
information I have is that this club is no longer active.  Several 
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.
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2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet 
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. IN-
PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN

2nd Mondays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting [SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE -  
KE4PAX] on second Monday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially 
begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.  

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  [April 
held online on youtube on-line, no in-person meeting - 
May is undetermined but will likely also be held on-line 
also.] FCC exams are suspending    Meeting starts at 7:30 
also until further notice, but usually offered starting at 6:20 
PM sharp.  See page 2 for details.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN at the Rowan County Rescue 
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  Monthly meetings usually 
begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the July and December 
meetings which are “dinner” meetings and thus start a little 
earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may 
include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, 
or just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing 
you at the next meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/  (Please 
confirm with a member of the Rowan Club. (I understand there 
is a discussion about moving meeting nights so that joint 
meetings can be made with FARC.  We’d love that!)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business 
Meeting  ONLY ON ZOOM UNTIL FURTHER NOTIC. E Open 
to all FARC members and interested visitors.  We meet at 66 
Pizza, on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind 
Village Tavern.  We start arriving for dinner about 6-ish, the 
meeting is at 7:30.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN usually held at Sarah’s 
Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,  
at 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at 
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association 
Eat  at 6:30pm IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN
and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. 
Market Street in Greensboro 27409.  Verify the dates at 
http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

2nd Saturdays:  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd 
Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville.  8:30 
to meet and eat.  Check NC4AR.org for any last minute 
changes in time or venue.  (Updated 2/28/2020 by John, 
W8LWX)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN 
http://k4stk.com/index.html

April, 2020
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Upcoming Programs

April Program will be on Zoom and will cover the latest 
CoVid19 news.”  

We are working on May.  June will be all about Field Day.

The main FARC meeting night suspended until further 
notice. The meeting is normally the Second Monday 
night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with 
the meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this 
month!).   FCC testing is usually available (suspended 
right now), please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is now on Zoom on the Business 
third Monday of the month.  Email dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com if you want to be added to the list.  It is 
open to all .  Normally it is held at 66 Pizza on Stratford 
Rd just west of Hanes Mall Blvd.  The meeting starts 
around 7:30 pm.  (We usually arrive a little earlier and 
order dinner.)  All are welcome.
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Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS  
UNKONWN   http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually meets in Cary.  
Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING  
STATUS UNKONWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will 
be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test 
sessions are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in 
G a l a x ,  V A  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  a n n o u n c e d .  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not been updated for a 
while.)

Last Mondays:  Lexington, NC IN-PERSON MEETING  
STATUS UNKONWN Healing Springs Mountain VHF Society 
(except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in Dec.)  
Speedy’s BBQ, 1317 Winston Road, Lexington, NC at 6:30 
PM.  Come early and eat supper.  (Updated 2/28/2020 by Bill, 
W4EXT)

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to 
send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include 
any updates or additions.

Nearby Club meetings: 
Continued from previous page
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THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM

Closed for now but . . .The Museum is usually open on Saturdays 
from 1 PM – 3 PM (summer hours).  We welcome visits from 
hams, ham club groups and families with children – especially 
those interested in amateur radio and how radio waves were 
discovered and made useful.  Dozens and dozens of ham and 
home radios on display, not to mention antique Morse code 
practice machines and a Morse recorder, a spark gap transmitter, 
World War II radios (Gibson Girl, B17 bomber, Nazi propaganda), 
Asheville's 1930s first police car radio, Philco's 1930s mystery 
remote control for console radios, a replica of Marconi's first 
receiver and much more!  Admission and parking are free.  
Directions are on www.avlradiomuseum.org at the bottom of the 
home page.  For group tours or additional information, please use 
the contact form found near the directions. 

Not able to drive to Asheville?  Take our smart phone tour of two 
dozen interesting items on display.  Download the free app from 
the link at the top of our home page.  Many other Asheville tours 
also available using this app.

An interesting visit is guaranteed for all!

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/

Paypal is live on 
the website with a 
l i n k  a n d 
explanation.  It has 
b e e n  t e s t e d 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s . 
Stacey, W1LLO, 
came up with the 
p a y p a l . m e 
t e c h n i c a l 

From the President
by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG

FARC Dues have gone up . . 

Dues went up this year, but not by much.  If 
you have paid, thank you, if not you can 
n o w  u s e  P a y P a l .    G o t o  t h e 
www.w4nc.com web site and click on the 
PayPal logo.  PLEASE, in the blank area 
where you can send a note to the club, 
PLEASE put in what membership level 
you are paying for and any donations to 
the club AND YOUR CALLSIGN. This 
information is essential and will be sent to 
the club Treasurer and club Secretary so 
that you get proper credit. You will also get 
an email back stating the amount that you 
have sent to the club.  AS 73 Magazine 
used to put on their cover . . . cheap!

implementation (Thanks Stacey!).   
The important issue is that the 
"comment" box must be used to 
note...... donation, 2020 dues, etc. 
Setting up a paypal account is required 
at time of payment if you don’t have 
one, but works easily and is very fluid in 
the process, so much so, that it's 
almost unnoticed.

April, 2020



Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting 9 March 2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 9 March 2020 

meeting of the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club at 
the Red Cross Building, 
690 Coliseum Drive, was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y 
P r e s i d e n t  S a m 
Poindexter (NI4TG) at 
1 9 3 0  h o u r s .  S a m 
welcomed all attendees, 
approximately 45, for 
coming out this evening, 
and invited each to give 

their name and callsign.

2. Announcements: North and South Carolina 
QSO Parties this past weekend had limited 
attendance, yet we still scored approximately 
65,000* points. If anyone has a laser printer at 
home they are not using and would mind 
donating it to the club, please see Don (WS4NC) 
or Sam (NI4TG); it would be greatly appreciated. 
As part of the shack cleanup initiative, an 
updated county map has been requested by 
Harlan Cobert (W1HRC) as the shack operates 
as a backup EOC. Upon cleanup, a county map 
was found and presented to Harlan by Don. Map 
is dated 1988. (hi hi)

3. Silent Key: We are sorry to announce that Bill 
Thompson (KK4ZIU) passed away this past 
week. Always eager to help, many knew him as 
being a volunteer examiner and assisting in 
events such as Tour to Tanglewood. He will be 
dearly missed.

4.  Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kent Englebert 
(K4HKE) gave a brief treasurer’s report. Our 
balance in the bank is $4447.19 after the 
collection of additional dues and the payout of 
minor  expenses .  Only  major  expense 
forthcoming will be lawyer expenses in 
connection to the bylaws. A reminder that the 

dues went up in January; $15 for Seniors, $30 for 
Standard annual membership.

5. Remote Hams: Gene Bowman (WB4MSG) 
installed a new antenna switch box this past 
weekend for use with Remote Hams. Anyone 
logging in to operate the club shack radio via 
Remote Hams will now be able to choose from 
multiple bands, with the antennas and filters 
switching automatically. A reminder that to 
access this fantastic club resource, all dues must 
be paid in full, and you must be authorized to log 
in. See Ken Kayser (K2KXK) for details. As per 
Don (WS4NC), the beam will now be directed 
towards Europe as it can not be remotely 
controlled at this time. The bands on the beam 
are 40 20 15 and 10 meters.

6. Bylaws: A final version of the bylaws have 
been reviewed and decided upon by the board. 
The new bylaws were printed in last month’s 
newsletter, as well as posted on the website. A 
vote to pass the new bylaws was motioned, 
seconded, and passed by majority vote.

7. Program:  This month’s program was the 
annual Auxcomm presentation by Harlan Cobert 
(W1HRC). The program can be viewed on 
Y o u T u b e  u s i n g  t h i s  l i n k . 
https://youtu.be/Z7hEgTQHAdI

8. Business Meeting: Sam (NI4TG) reminded 
everyone about our upcoming business meeting 
next Monday at Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis 
Plaza Street, right near Academy Sports. The 
meeting starts at 7:30; we get there between 
6:00 and 7:30 to eat and hang around until 9 or 
so.

9. Testing and Repeater Report:  Dale Mierisch 
(WB9SZL) presented the testing and repeater 
report. 
Eleven tests were given, with four upgrading or 
taking it again. Four new Technician licensees, 
one General, and one Extra; the VEs were asked 
to stand for recognition. The club TYT VHF radio 
that had gone bad is now repaired and back in 
the shack to be used as a backup. The Internet 

Continued on the next page
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provider has once again changed their systems 
up on Sauratown mountain, and those changed 
have been adapted for the repeater. The 145.47 
repeater is now up and running well, as is 146.64 
with limited range. Work is scheduled for the .64 
repeater in the next few weeks. EchoLink is 
running well on .315 (Jerry Minor K4GW). 146.64 
EchoLink server needs to be reworked and has 
been temporarily broken down. A question was 
asked about the WXII site. Two years ago, we 
were forced to relocate the .47 repeater to an 
alternative site. The repeater had been on the 
WXII tower for about twenty or so years but was 
taken down when the FCC channel reallocation 
forced the broadcaster to build a new antenna to 
cover their new frequencies. Whether we can 
relocate back to that site once construction is 
completed is unclear, but we are hopeful. 

10. Auxcomm/Ares: Hanging Rock hiking event, 
April 4th still needs people; 12-15 people are 
needed for this event. MS 10k walk on April 18th 
still needs volunteers as well; 6 are needed for 
this event.
11. 2m SSB: Keith Thomas (KA4JAH) and Phil 
Simmons (KU4GP) have organized a 2m SSB 
activity night. This will be Thursday nights at 9pm 
on frequency 144.200 SSB.

12. Charlotte Ham Fest: Reminder from Harold 
(N4HER) that the Charlotte ham fest is this 
weekend, March 14th and 15th. Come and take 
a look.

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Business Meeting – 16 
March 2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of 
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, was held on Monday, 16 March 2020 on the 
145.470 repeater due to concerns over coronavirus.  
The net was called by Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO), 
and the meeting was called by FARC President Sam 
Poindexter (NI4TG) at 1930 hours, welcoming all 
meeting attendees. 

2. Meeting Attendees:  The 17 meeting attendees 
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were, Don Edwards WS4NC, Sam Poindexter 
NI4TG, Harold Richardson N4HER, Stephen 
Patterson WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Jim Register 
KV4SJ, Van Key KC4WSK, Ron Gregoire W4WDB, 
Ken Kayser K2KXK, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, 
Michael Pope K4OLD, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, 
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, David Nicholson N2AWE, 
Kent Englebert K4HKE, Mike Vernon W4MAV, Henry 
Heidtmann W2DZO.

3. State of Emergency: As North Carolina is currently 
under Federal and State implemented State of 
Emergency alerts due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
many topics slated for this meeting will be revisited 
later due to the sensitivity of some information over 
the air. Sixty-Six Pizzeria where we usually hold the 
business meeting was notified of the cancellation for 
this evening.

4. Mi Pueblo: The room for the annual Christmas 
dinner has been reserved at Mi Pueblo located on 
Stratford Road for 6pm on Dec 14th. 

5. Coronavirus Response Committee:  A committee 
addressing the club’s response to the coronavirus 
emergency was formed last week. This committee 
consists of Sam Poindexter (NI4TG) Terry Brown 
(AK4D) Don Edwards (WS4NC) and Harlan Cobert 
(W1HRC). The purpose of this committee was to 
make decisions if needed pertaining to the 
coronavirus response as well as provide a response 
to the health department if requested. Any concerns 
about the virus or how it will affect the club and future 
activities, please see a member of this committee.

6. April Meeting: A program is tentatively scheduled 
for the April meeting. Failing presenter availability, 
there are multiple back up presentations that can be 
organized. Whichever direction, most likely this will 
be a streamed online presentation via YouTube to 
prevent the spread of virus among our more 
susceptible member base.

7. Tower Cleanup: The tower clean-up project has 
been put on hold momentarily while engineering 
concerns are being researched.

8. Fund Raiser: Recently there has been discussion 
about how to raise money for the club apart from 
member dues and hamfests. Harold Richardson 
(N4HER) has volunteered to lead an antenna 
building initiative that would provide the club with 
product to sell at not only our hamfest, but others in 
the area bringing in a much-needed source of 

April, 2020
Continued on the next page
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revenue. The club would provide the funding for the 
raw materials, and Harold would make his workshop 
available to club members willing to assist in the 
fabrication process. Assistance was volunteered 
from multiple participants. A motion was called, 
seconded and passed.

9. Auxcomm/Ares: Due to coronavirus, many current 
Auxcomm activities have been cancelled. This 
includes the April 4th Hanging rock event, and all 
classes that were to take place at the Red Cross 
building. Still awaiting word on the April 18th MS walk 
event but is expected to be cancelled as well. The 
state-run Web EOC classes are still being held as 
there is limited attendance and individuals can be 
spread out to avoid contact. The weekly Auxcomm 
nets will still take place. Auxcomm has been asked to 
be prepared to be deployed locally. Although 
deployment is not anticipated at this point, the 
situation is still evolving. Reminder to only get your 
information from reputable websites such as the CDC 
or local public health departments. Beware of email 
and telephone scams as well as email containing 
viruses claiming to be from the CDC or public health.

10. Cancellations: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
ham-fest has been cancelled, as well as Dayton 
Hamvention.

11. Testing:  Until further notice, license testing will be 
cancelled at the Red Cross.

12.  Adjournment of Meeting:  After a brief informal 
session, the meeting was adjourned at 2022 hours.

April, 2020

League of Mad Scientists!

The next League of Mad Scientists  will be April 25, 4th Saturday 10:00AM - 
12:00 Noon by Zoom teleconferencing.  URL, message ID, and password will 
be on the above website before Saturday morning.  This month we will 
examine how to fit a Gaussian normal sample like bacteria growth, computer 
and memory size. We will also try to setup Jitsu, a distributed conferencing 
system.  Unlike Zoom, a central server system, Jitsu capacity should grow 
with each attendee, making it a good choice for unscheduled and flexible 
volume meetings.  We will also discuss Apollo XIII, launched April 11, 1970.  
Have an technical question, interesting fact, or just discuss recent techie-
ness?  Join us.
https://loms.micomputerscience.tech/

  Thank you, Dr. Robert J. Meier, AA9AU
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202003/06/WS5e61b922a31012821727ce20.html
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HAM FESTIVAL!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

October 10, 2020
At this beautiful location:

Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106

7AM until Noon.

See W4NC.com for additional details.

$6 admission at the entrance to parking 

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be 
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz. 

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area. 

Door Prizes: Yes, many 

Indoor Tables: On a first come-first serve basis, a limited number of tables will be 
available inside for a $10 fee per table. 

Flea Market Area:Fleamarket spaces are available for $6 per parking space until 
sold out.

FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at the 
next FARC Club meeting on Monday, October 12

Saturday, October 10, 2020
April, 2020



Continued on the next page

FARC Newsletter Page 21

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – 
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

Members of Forsyth County 
AuxComm – ARES have 
been a busy lot.  Not only 
does an average of 21 
members check into our 
weekly Thursday evening 
training nets (8:30pm on 
145.470+ 100hz), they 
have been working public 
s e r v i c e  e v e n t s  a n d 
attending other training.

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES 
STAFF

AuxComm – ARES does not operate solely with one 
person.  It takes a team of people dedicated to 
making the program work.  Currently we have five 
staff personnel however we are seeking others to fill 
specific roles.  

AuxComm – ARES Manager (EC):  W1HRC Harlan
AuxComm - ARES Deputy Emergency Coordinator:  WA4NOT Jim
AuxComm – ARES Operations Officer: W1LLO Stacey
AuxComm – ARES Technical Services:  WB9SZL Dale
AuxComm – ARES Public Information Officer: WS4NC Don

AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer - West: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer – East: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Training Officer: OPEN

If you are interested in filling one of these staff 
positions please let Harlan (W1HRC), Jim 
(WA4NOT) or Stacey (W1LLO) know.  You may also 
email your desire to serve to ARES <at> W4NC 
<dot> Com.

Seen this form before?

If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we 
need to update our records.  We are working on 
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until 
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-to-
the-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey, 
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.  
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm 
form.  And while you are at it . . . 

April, 2020

AuxComm - ARES AEC

AuxComm - ARES AEC

Operations (West)

Technical Services

OPEN
AuxComm - ARES AEC

Operations (East)

Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)

AuxComm - ARES AEC

Training

OPEN Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL)

Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)

AuxComm - ARES Manager (EC)

Jim Mansfield (WA4NOT)

AuxComm - ARES AEC

Don Edwards (WS4NC)

Public Information Officer
AuxCom - ARES 
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AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND 
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE

We now have the official 
Forsyth County AuxComm-
ARES emblem in a 3” patch 
and sticker available for sale.  
The patches cost $4.00 and 
stickers are $1.50 each.  
These items will be available 

for purchase at any FARC Club meeting and select 
activities.  Cash is preferred and exact payment is 
appreciated.  See Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.

ADDITIONAL RELATED AUXCOMM-
ARES TRAINING

All classes are canceled due to the national 
emergency, until further notice.

ICS-300 INTERMEDIATE ICS FOR 
EXPANDING INCIDENTS

This course is recommended by the Winston 
Salem/Forsyth County Emergency Management 
for those AuxComm - ARES personnel that will be 
acting in a Communications Team Lead position. 
The course is a three day long, all day class room 
course and is provided locally by Emergency 
Management several times annually. Personnel 
desiring to take this course must register for it via 
NCTERMS at: https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/.  
Course Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS-
100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.

SKYWARN

To obtain critical weather 
information, the National 
Weather Service (NWS) 
established SKYWARN® 
with partner organizations. 
SKYWARN® is a volunteer 
p rog ram w i th  be tween 
350,000 and 400,000 trained 

severe weather spotters. These volunteers help 
keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the 
National Weather Service.  Course Dates: To Be 
Determined

More AUXCOMM/ARES next page
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Forsyth County AUXCOMM-ARES 2020 
Update:

The year 2020 has so far been interesting to say the 
least.  What started off to be a busy year for us has 
ground to a halt.  We are now under Stay-At-Home 
orders which resulted in canceled activities and 
training. A lot of the planned training and exercises 
for this year have either been canceled or 
indefinitely postponed.  So where does that leave 
us?  The simple answer is …. ON THE AIR.

We will continue to do training on Thursday nets. 
Starting this month we will be practicing sending and 
receiving messages, 10 meter exercise, hold the net 
on 70cm UHF repeater, and discuss the use of 
digital communications protocols.  Nets are 
normally 30 minutes however we may extend a net 
longer to accommodate the training or exercise 
planned.  The goal is to not exceed 1 hour however.     

Opportunity awaits:  There are many ways to 
practice  Running an AuxComm – ARES weekly net 
is one way.  You do not have to run one every week, 
just pick one or two up a year.  Attend the tabletop 
exercises when they are conducted.  Participate in 
the on-air drills.  Take a lead role in these exercises 
and drills.

At this time, Tour to Tanglewood planning is still on 
going and the plan is to hopefully have the event in 
September.  Time will tell as the country starts 
getting back to normal once the Stay-At-Home 
orders are rescinded.  We will hold the Basic 
EmComm 101 and EOC NCS courses in the fall as 
well. 

Practice, Practice, Practice.  As they say, Practice 
makes perfect.  While we talk on the radio almost 
daily, our emergency communications skills, 
working in WebEOC, with the ICS paperwork and so 
forth is perishable.  We need to practice and hone 
our skills to keep them sharp.  Saying, “Well I have 
taken the classes so I am qualified” is setting 
yourself and the team up for failure.  Unless you 
practice those skills and what was learned in class 
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you will have confusion when you need to actually 
do the job for real.  As most of you know I am a 
member  o f  the  Forsyth  County  Inc ident 
Management Team.  During the past 12 months, I 
have completed over 350 hours of training, 
participated in 3 exercises and 2 deployments for an 
additional 175 hours.  It takes time and commitment 
to be prepared to serve in times of emergencies and 
disasters.  YOU have put in the time to take the 
classes now it is up to you to put in the time to 
develop those skills that were taught.

Remember that even though we are called amateur 
radio operators …  YOU are a professional 
communicator ….  Exercise, drill and practice as the 
professional you are.

Support the Thursday night ARES/AuxComm 
training net:

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm 
Training Net 

meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time.

The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 + 
(T100) repeater and is used for Emcomm training, 
practice and training in emergency / disaster 
response and public service communications. All 
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate 
in this net. Our backup repeaters are the K4GW 
147.315 + (T100) repeater and the W4NC 146.640 + 
(T100). All repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area. 

F o r  f o r m s  a n d  mo r e  i n f o rm a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES 
link on the left of the page.  NOTE: AuxComm/ARES 
members do not self-deploy.

FEMA ICS ON-LINE COURSES

We are “stuck” at home so what to do?   Well 
besides that long awaited honey-do list, how about 
some on-line training.  FEMA has hundreds of 
emergency preparedness and response related 
courses all FREE and on-line.  Taking them will 
increase your knowledge and your abilities for 
AuxComm-ARES activations.  It’s all about KSA … 
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities.  

SERVED PARTNERS
W I N S T O N  S A L E M / F O R S Y T H  C O U N T Y 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS
MS SOCIETY

North Carol ina Training Exercise 
Response Management System

Various AuxComm courses, like ICS-300, can be 
registered at NCTERMS.  goggle NCTERMS for 
more information.  terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should 
take you to the front page where you can register 
and look at the courses that are available. Most 
courses will be available, some are restricted.  (It is 
safe to assume that all in-person classes are 
canceled until after the national emergency.)

Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:

Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm 
are available and can be downloaded by going to 
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.  

Add me to Newsletter email List

Some emails accidently got lost when I transistioned the 
Newsletter list to Mail Chimp.  If you are inside Forsyth 
County and have a ham license please join the club.  If 
you are outside FC (or you don’t have a ham license)  and 
want to be added send me an email with FARC Newsletter 
in the Subject and in the body of the email include your 
email address, name and call so I can easily paste it into 
the list.  Send to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

Continued on the next page
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What is  ARES/AuxComm???

ARES/AuxComm is the 
function of the Amateur 
Radio Relay League 
F ie ld  Organ iza t ion 
which coordinates ham 
radio responses as 
c o m m u n i c a t o r s  i n 
disaster situations and 
public service events. 
Local ARES/AuxComm units are formed at the 
county level led by an appointed volunteer 
Emergency Coordinator. A ham radio license is 
required for ARES/AuxComm membership, as is a 
registration form listing contact information and 
band / mode capabilities. This form is available from 
the Emergency Coordinator. There are no fees or 
dues; nor is club membership required.  

All hams may participate by volunteering their time 
and the use of their  radio equipment for 
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of 
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with 
any class of license can participate.

Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of 
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s 
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs.

Our primary disaster service partners are the 
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency 
Management. We participate in training exercises 
with them, and in communications emergencies can 
be activated  to serve in their responses. The most 
l i k e l y  a c t i v a t i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  b a c k u p 
communications in Red Cross shelters when they 
are opened.

The major public service event for Forsyth County 
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to 
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at 
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-to-
point communications.

FARC 90th 
Anniversary

On December 31, 2019 turns 
89.  December 31, 2020 we turn 
90 years old.  We plan to make 
a l l  o f  2 0 2 0  a  9 0 t h  y e a r 
celebration.  Right now due to 
the CoVid-19 emergency things are on hold - although if 
someone would like you can run W4NC/90 is you ask, or 
we might can make arrangements for the W4NC 
RemoteHams.

A number of events have been planned to help us 
celebrate! This includes multiple on-air events through 
out the year, plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members 
operating W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events with 
our members! Contact us at any of these events and 
request a special W4NC/90 QSL card.  Contact us once 
during 4 different events and earn all 4 unique QSL cards 
that when placed together complete a larger image! An 
11X17 certificate that holds all four cards is also available 
for a small fee.*

*QSL cards are by SASE only. Participant must pay 
printing and shipping fee for certificate. Applicable fees to 
be announced later.  Rules are subject to revision at this 
point.

Current List of Events:

     Field Day - June 27-28
     Public Event (to be announced) - September
     Anniversary Event - December
     Hams @ Home - Anytime throughout the year

Hams @ Home mini-events are events where our 
members can sign up for an advertised time slot (6-8 
hours) to make contacts using the W4NC/90 callsign from 
their home station! Contacting the authorized station 
during this time period allows you to request a special 
QSL card!
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Newsletter Classified

We’ve tried this before but there seems to be little interest.  We’ll give it a run again.  If 
you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall 
callsign along with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two 
Newsletters.  I can include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it 
- it will drop after two months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  
Any offers?  Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

HAM GEAR FOR SALE

Hy-Gain TH-3MK4 Brand new in the box and BEAM 
unopened.  A new one like this with shipping and tax is about 
$600.  This one $450,  Don, WS4NC 336 413 3838 or email 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [04/20]

AL-811H amplifier with 4 EXTRA tubes and an ARB-704 
keying interface.  All works perfectly and with full (800W) 
power out on all bands.  $650.00  Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453 
[02/20]

MFJ-962D Versa Tuner III.  1.5KW input power (that’s 800W 
output to you and me).  The perfect tuner to match the AL-811H 
you just bought (see above)!  $200  Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-
7453 

Logikey K-1 Keyer.  Rare find and works perfectly, include 
original packaging and manual.  $75  Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-
7453 [02/20]

Hy-Gain AV14AVQ four band (40, 20, 15, 10) vertical.  Internal 
loading coiil helps provide perfect match and reduces noise 
coupled from ground.  Includes about thrity 33-foot radial wires.  
$100  Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453 [02/20]

Yaesu FT-65R 5W VHF/UHF HT new in box never opened 
because I ordered 2 by mistake. Liking mine so far. I paid $95 
shipped. Yours for $90. Email Steve, K2MLN: stevemellen <at> 
gmail <dot> com.

HELP WANTED
YOUR AD Why isn’t it here?  Be witty - or I’ll help.  Send email 
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]
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Beam and Tower for sale:
Jim Winters, W4YF

A person that is a town 
resident, I believe, moved 
in to  a  house w i th  an 
amateur antenna system.  
The new owner would like 
to have the mast and 
antennas removed.  It's a 
nice mono-pole with 2 
beams.   If anyone is 
interested in the system 
there are pictures below.  
The price is negotiable.  
The owners email address 
is:
maustin@carolina.rr.com 
and the phone# is: 980-
521-6811.

K2MLN - New Harmonic!
by Don, WS4NC

Late on April 8, Steve Mellen, K2MLN, 
advised me that his wife went into labor.  
A happy  and  hea l thy baby  gi r l .  
Congratulations!  [Did I mention that April 
8 is birthday - I’m happy to share!]my 



HRO Coronavirus Update

March 24, 2020

Some Recent emails to Editor

Don,
This recent Facebook video might be of interest to any of your members who 
were unable to attend the live presentation.  The video quality is a bit shaky at 
time because the guy doing the filming was using a hand held iPad.  But, I think 
some folks will still enjoy watching.  It was shot about a week ago, and is 
approaching 1,000 views.  So, I guess some folks are finding it interesting!
https://www.facebook.com/wpvm.103.7/videos/490878758467438/?v=4908
78758467438

Cheers -
Stuart Smolkin, WA5EYI

Don, 

For a lot of radio/TV history, check out this web site.

https://www.americanradiohistory.com/

Many, many magazines, books and other publications about radio and TV from 
the past.  All 73 Magazines, Ham Radio Magazines, QST up to 12-49, Popular 
Electronics, and many other Radio, TV and electronic and other types of 
magazines and catalogs (Lafayette) having to do with to do radio and TV 
broadcasting going back to the early 20th Century.  I've never seen so much 
martial on one site.  The annual Radio Handbook had over a 1000 pages.  
Brought back a lot of memories.

M y  s t o r y  a b o u t  h o w  W I T N  w e n t  o n  t h e  a i r  i n  1 9 5 5 . 
https://www.qsl.net/w4ydy/witn-story.html

Dave, W4YDY

Hi Guys,

Good evening from Savannah Georgia.  This afternoon I had the opportunity to 
tour this fine museum:

h t t p s : / / d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m / o p e n ? i d = 1 9 A M G e 5 E r V 8 j h V r -
APSHNQNI53oVg9Ee_

I hope you enjoy the pictures...
73, Brian

KN4R

Don,

It's terrific that I can attend the meeting through Zoom.  I am a longtime user of 
Zoom and like the platform.

An interesting to me side note.  Since we live in Louisville half time, I have 
rejoined the Louisville Amateur Radio Transmitting Society.  This is the club 
where I attended their novice classes and got my license in 1958.  What I find 
interesting is the club's call is W4CN.

Ray
K4ZGV

As you are aware, stores across the country have closed 
their doors to the public or restricted access to curb-side 
pickup only. During these times Ham Radio Outlet has 
stayed open and conducted normal business in areas 
that do not have federal, state, or city mandates.

States such as Ohio, Louisiana, Delaware, California, 
New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Connecticut, Michigan, 
and others have 'Shelter-In-Place' orders. Other states 
are very soon to follow.

This morning the Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams, 
spoke to the nation and indicated the following:

    "I want America to understand, this week it's going to 
get bad! The disease is spreading because many people 
— especially young people — are not abiding by 
guidance to stay at home and practice social distancing. 
Right now, there are not enough people out there who are 
taking this seriously."

In order to protect the staff and customers of Ham Radio 
Outlet and to continue to operate in a safe manner HRO 
will be closed to walk in traffic at all locations effective 
3/25/2020. Stores will continue to take phone calls, online 
orders, and ship product so long as we are legally allowed 
to operate. We encourage curb-side pickup where you 
may call in an order and then call into the store when you 
arrive at the facility. One of our staff will bring out the 
product to your vehicle.

Ham Radio Outlet will continue to monitor local, state, 
and national guideliness and adjust our store policies 
accordingly. HRO may change to something more 
restrictive in the near future. Our sincere hope is that we 
can return to business as usual as soon as possible, but 
until then we want to ensure the safety of both our staff 
and you, our customer.

For up-to-date information of any store's status please 
visit our Coronavirus Status Page on our website located 
at: https://www.hamradio.com/coronavirus

If you have any questions regarding this policy you may 
direct those questions to Steve Gilmore, National Sales 
Manger, Ham Radio Outlet, 14803 Build America Dr. 
Building B, Woodbridge, Virginia 22191, Phone: 800-
444-4799 | email: woodbridge@hamradio.com

Sincerely

-Ham Radio Outlet
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Wow - who did the banner? what a great piece of work! I'm impressed!

Jerry Minor - K4GW 

[Stacy, W1LLO, did the banner, a great graphics artist.  And Jerry, K4GW, 
did the FARC logo on the let.  Hey, when I see something great I “steal” it.  
But with credit. Don, WS4NC]



DX Operations for April, 2020
By Dick, W4PID

Conditions on the bands 
have  been  s l i gh t l y 
i m p r o v i n g ,  b y  m y 
observation.  I have 
seen better DX from 
time to time on 10 and 
12 meters, which is 
a l w a y s  a  p o s i t i v e 
indicator.  We still don’t 
have wor ldwide 10 
meter openings, and I 
am not working South 
America with 35 watts 
AM like back in the late 
50’s, but it’s still not so 

bad.

The covid-19 virus has taken a serious toll on 
expeditions.  The folks are not sick but travel 
restrictions and quarantine have put a stop to 
several anticipated trips, including PZ5G, FK ( 
Chesterfield Island ),  VU2R,  TU2R, PJ2/DK5ON, 
ZC4MK, V26P, V26S, ZA/HG2DX, T30ET, W8S, 
9K2F, ZD7VJ, 4V5H, CE0Y/VE7ACN, VE3LYC’s 
trip to OC-155 and OC-299, and undoubtedly many 
more before next newsletter.  If you are targeting 
any other expedition between now and sometime in 
the future, be sure to look at the links for DX-World 
and DX News ( added this month to the list at the end 
of this article ) .

8P6DR will be active for a month from Barbados.  
When you get this NL, he will be winding down his 
trip, or may even be home early. . . who knows.  But 
he has been very evident on the bands, and handing 
out contacts right and left.
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9Q1C continues to be active from the Congo. I’ve 
found him on 40 CW in the evenings with a decent 
signal.  He is not blazingly fast on CW, so folks who 
are not comfortable at 30 WPM will have a good time 
working this guy.   Again, search DXHeat for him and 
sort out his operating schedules.

  
AP2HA has been very active 
lately from Pakistan, mostly 
on FT-8.  Look for him early 
mornings on 40M.  He has a 
good signal here when he’s 
on.  Early around my house is 
sometime before 10 AM.

April, 2020

http://www.hb9dhg.ch/Qsl.cfm?PageNum=1&RequestTimeout=500&Action=1&Sort=6

https://www.qrz.com/db/9Q1C

AP2HA

https://www.qrz.com/db/AP2HA

https://www.qrz.com/db/AP2HA

KALASH TRIBE OF PAKISTAN
Continued on next page 



T6AA has been very active lately, usually on CW or 
FT8 from Afghanistan.  In the beginning he had 
some noise issues as I understand it, but now he can 
hear well, and is fairly easy to work.  He has always 
had a good signal here.

PQ0S did not make it to St. Peter and Paul Island.  
There apparently is another effort underway by 
another team, larger and planning a longer stay, so 
the initial team decided to bow out. This trip has been 
in the planning and permission stage for three years 
by the original team.  Lets hope the ‘larger and 
longer’ team puts together a successful venture.  I 
will post here when I hear more about another effort, 
but again, the virus has put a damper on about every 
trip at present.
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RI0B’s trip to AS-068 has finally come about.  They 
don’t depend on airlines, or public transportation of 
any kind for this effort, and they are going to a very 
remote part of the world, so virus concerns are not 
involved with this trip.  The trip is via snowmobile.  It 
should be a cool adventure.  Hopefully they are still 
active when you get this.

https://www.qrz.com/db/RI0B/

VK9NK  continues to be active from Norfolk Island 
and is very workable by modest stations in our area.  
He is a regular on FT8.

http://vk9nk.dxpeditions.org/

April, 2020

https://www.qrz.com/db/T6AA

https://www.dx-world.net/pq0s-st-peter-paul-rocks/

https://www.dx-world.net/ri0b-rastorguyeva-island-as-068/

https://www.qrz.com/db/RI0B

VK9NK

http://vk9nk.dxpeditions.org/

Continued on next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk_Island
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Another regular these days is TT8SN in Chad.  This 
country is VERY hard to operate in.  Ken Opskar 
found out the hard way a year or so ago. 
http://www.arrl.org/news/detained-norwegian-
radio-amateur-now-allowed-to-leave-chad  His 
entire story is on the web from his diary. So take a 
shot at TT8SN if you hear him on.  He’s a rare one for 
sure.

Above and below:
https://dxnews.com/tt8sn/

TO7DL was probably one of the few DX expeditions 
that actually extended their trip due to the virus.  
Their airline reservations were changed, causing 
them to have to stay at the resort and play radio for at 
least another day.  They are off now, but provided 
many folks with new band slots or ATNOs.
  

http://www.dl7df.com/fr/

And I can’t go away without mentioning the VP8PJ 
trip to South Orkney.  It resulted in 70,000 QSO’s 
with many of these being ATNO for the other end.  
Congratulations on a safe and very efficient 
expedition fairly run across all bands and modes 
targeting all areas of the globe.  They were not easy 
to work, but with perseverance, they were workable 
and added a new entity to thousands of logs.
  
Keep an eye on the NG3K link below. There will be 
many smaller expeditions over the next thirty days 
that are to places not so rare, but if you don’t have 
them they are as good as North Korea to boost your 
scores.

The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing 
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.  
The following links will take you to multiple sources 
of information concerning DX activities. 
 
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dx-world.net
https://dxnews.com
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/

73 DE W4PID

https://sorkney.com/
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https://www.dxzone.com/dx33593/ex0qp-dxpedition-to-kyrgyzstan.html

You Can’t Get There From Here: 
  A different article - for an 
unexpected time.

by Don, WS4NC

Ham Radio, Appalachian Trail and 
Whatchagot Stew

From about 18 up to my mid 30s I would spend anywhere from 
a week to more than two weeks hiking the Appalachian Trail 
each year.  Load up everything in one overloaded pack 
(usually about 70-75 pounds) and live in the woods for days. 
Tent? - Bah, I would get a big sheet of heavy plastic from the 
hardware store and some shower curtain hooks; passed many 
a big storm under that and always stayed dry. I do miss that.  
But rocks and tree roots as a mattress became less 
comfortable as I became older.  Today I can’t see that 
happening as I can’t carry a long enough extension cord for my 
CPAP machine.

There were several essentials that I always carried.  First there 
was ham gear – much lighter today.  Power usually came from 
12-14 C cells.  Today’s lithium batteries would eat those for 
lunch.  Today’s options are so much better.  Listening to, or 
better yet, working anyone was a thrill when you are in the 
middle of nowhere.  The Milky Way would be bright overhead 
at night and all kinds of things were rustling through the woods.  
Sigh, I miss that.

As I got older I would also hide two beers down in my pack for 
my the “middle-of-the-week treat”.  My thinking was that I carry 
water, so why not “treated” water.  Being in the middle of 
nowhere and enjoying those was a pleasure.  They would be 
hidden deep down in a nearby spring when I got to the camp 
site.  Also if there were other people camping nearby all ears 
picked up as they hear “Chush!” when the can opened. The 
sound carried. It would be rude not to share.

But there was one thing I always carried down in my pack.  
Spices in plastics bags.  They took almost no room or weight. 
While I usually skipped the Kool-Aid that everyone else carried 
and just drank water – the spices were non-negotiable. Lots of 
spices.  Garlic, usually fresh but dried worked too and dried 
was great on slice of French bread for breakfast toast.  (Loaves 
of French bread would keep well and could stand up to the 

https://dx-world.net/pq0s-st-peter-paul-rocks/

April, 2020
Continued on next page 
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rough handling.) Sage.  The various Italian spices, oregano, 
parsley, marjoram, basil, rosemary, thyme.  Chili powder, 
bouillon, cumin, cinnamon and fresh ginger usually rounded 
out the list.  Salt and pepper.  All of this fit in zip-lock bags 
wrapped with rubber bands and took very little weight and 
space. A roll of aluminum foil with the box removed for cooking 
foil-packs over coals.  Rice and sugar along with mac and 
cheese rounded things out.  Buying those outrageous 
expensive freeze-dried commercial trail packs were just 
stupid.  Expensive and stupid.  Throw in some eggs (God didn’t 
put the chicken in a refrigerator – they’ll keep for at least a week 
and a half), tins of potted mystery meat, some Bisquick and 
salted-dried beef, some peanut butter and GORP (always 
GORP!) and I was set for at least a week.  There were probably 
some other items (Snickers?, margarine) that don’t come to 
mind now but that’s a good list for a start.  Not as big as it 
sounds.

If there had been a small town along the way I would head into a 
grocery store as I passed and grab a few potatoes, onions, 
some carrots, usually some celery (I LOVE celery – not 
everyone does) and possibly some fresh meat.  The meat will 
keep until I got to a camp site that night and the cooked meat a 
day longer.  The spices were the trick.  Much of my supplies fit 
down inside a big aluminum pot in which could cook a little or a 
lot.  It was all black on the outside so that heat would conduct 
well.  I kept it down inside a bag just for that purpose.  

Often times I would stop at a location where others were 
camping – either an AT shelter or just a good camping spot that 
was strongly suggested so others would come hiking in too.   
There were times when we got together and used my big pot 
and basically made a big stew, some of my best memories. 
Everyone would add something to the big pot.  What ‘cha got?  
Put it in the pot.  Add water and spices and put it over the coals.  
The spices were the trick.  The aroma would drift over us all.  
Then share.  It was the best food I ever had.

As I was in the grocery stores this past week and seeing that 
they were basically stripped I was thinking about those days.  
There was no chicken, no hamburger, almost no pork.  Then I 
saw it.  Alone, unloved and big.  By big I mean BIIIIIIGGGGGG.  
A Boston Butt pork roast.  10+ pounds.  Oh, baby!  I know how 
to cook you!  And this is the “butt” end of the pork shoulder, not 
the other butt.  And everything else meat-wise in the store was 
gone.  

Mix about a tablespoon each of salt, brown sugar, black 
pepper, cumin, paprika and maybe half a tablespoon of red 
pepper flakes or chili, I added a touch of ground cloves.  Mix 
with your favorite BBQ sauce [1] (optional) – didn’t have any so 
I added maybe a tablespoon+ each of balsamic vinegar and 
Texas Pete.  Cover the outside with this and cook uncovered 
for 2/3 of the time in an oven at 250 degrees.  Then cover with 
foil for the last third. It’s best if you can support the meat up on a 
grill – but you can also just drop it down in a (foil) pan, really 
doesn’t matter. Time is about 30 minutes a pound – longer for 
pulled pork.  The uncovered time is to develop a “bark”: the 
hard, darkened outside which is really good chopped and 
mixed with the tender meat inside, the bark is important.  
Minimum temperature is 180 degrees inside -  pulled pork level 
is 190 degrees.  In the woods you listen for the sizzle of boiling 
– 15 minutes past the first boil it is about 190.  Mr. BBQ on 
Peters Creek “Porkway” – eat your heart out.

On the trail this would have been hard, but doable – mostly 
would have taken all day for something this big, and I would 
have done it in foil.  The point is you don’t have to have your 
favorite stuff – already prepared and sold to you at a drive 
through.  Most everybody has spices in the cabinet.  Think they 
are old? Most don’t go bad they just lose some flavor (there are 
exceptions) – just use more.  Not sure what to use – hey 
dummy – there is this thing called the internet.  You don’t have 
to get the mix exact.  It is all edible and likely it will be better than 
you thought.  Although cooking is like singing – there are 
people you will pay to hear sing and some you would pay to 
stop.  As for cooking you don’t know which category your are in 
until you try, and you will get better.

Another one of my best memories was coming into an old apple 
orchard (see the picture of Apple Orchard shelter, next page) 
with little green apples on the trees.  That night I cooked a 
bunch with freeze dried maple sugar (instead of brown sugar, a 
rare exception to my freeze-dried rule) and margarine in foil 
over coals.  Wow.  I would have killed for some cinnamon that 
night.  I also had my first taste of wild huckleberries on that trip.

Another favorite treat was a chocolate-banana for dessert.  
Hold like a smile and peel back, but do not remove, the top 
peel.  Dig out a trough, and eat what you removed.  Then re-fill 
the trough with Hershey kisses, recover and put in the coals 
like a smile until it gets all brown and gooey.  Some people use 

https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/115235/boy-scouts-dutch-oven-peach-cobbler-campsgiving/

WS4NC

April, 2020

Boy Scout Peach Cobbler in a Dutch oven, best over coals.  
Recipe next page.

Continued on next page 
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http://f8dzy.over-blog.com/article-jg8nqg-jd1-minami-torishima-in-the-log-98999820.html

chocolate chips and marshmallows.  I prefer Hershey’s kisses 
with almonds.  Whatever.  Don’t let anyone see it or you will 
have to share.  Yes you can do this in a toaster over – just won’t 
be as good as over wood coals.  300 degrees and 15-20 
minutes.

The point is that we are in a situation today where we may not 
be able to get exactly what we want.  There is plenty of food out 
there.  Add some imagination.  During the depression there 
was this thing called mock apple pie – made from Ritz crackers, 
no apples.  I’ve had it – it is great.  

https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/115235/boy-scouts-dutch-oven-peach-cobbler-campsgiving/

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/20038/campfire-banana-splits/

April, 2020

Above is Cherry Tree shelter.  It was on either the 
Appalachian Trail or the Iron Mtn. Trail, depending upon what 
point in time.  The trails have been moved around a lot over 
the years.  This shelter was built in the 1950s.  I’m not sure it 
is still there.  The photo is supposed to be about 2018, the 
roof is newer than I remember.  I have read that a tree fell on it, 
and this shelter is no longer listed on any of the maps for the 
area and the trails have been moved.  This was my most 
favorite spot and I operated from this shelter a number of 
times.  Inset is an HW-7, a frequent companion of mine.  Drop 
me in those woods and I can still find my way to this spot.  
Below is Old Apple Orchard Shelter.  Usually I would tent in 
this area, but I have stayed a time or two in this shelter.  It too, 
has a new roof.  I think it was also built in the 1950s.

Chocolate banana.  Yummmm!

Boy Scout Peach Cobbler: 2 whatever-ounce cans of cling 
peaches in heavy syrup (just handling the cans may put you in 
a diabetic coma).  A package of yellow cake mix  - 1-2 cups of 
Bisquick also works.  A stick of butter.  Best in a Dutch oven 
over coals, but it can be done in a deep pan in the oven.  Dump 
the peaches in first.  Cover with yellow cake mix - do not stir.  
Put the butter in, cut it up if you like - but I’ve seen kids do it with 
one large stick just plopped in.  Optional- dust with cinnamon.  
Cook for an hour and a half - give or take.  Coals don’t have a 
temperature setting but I would set an oven to 350.  Even 
teenagers who can’t boil water can’t screw this up.  Just cook 
until it’s brown on top in an oven.  I did this at Field Day late one 
year and a gaggle of people wouldn’t leave until it was ready.

From KE6MT’s web page.  A Yaesu FT-817 makes a 
g r e a t ,  b u t  a  l i t t l e  h e a v y,  h i k i n g  r a d io .

Continued from previous page
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Bread?  Flour, water, salt.  Really.  Yes yeast and baking soda 
helps.  Bisquick is good.  My grandmother used a lot of Crisco 
and buttermilk - you could chock a trailer tire with her biscuits 
but they were really good.  I have cooked bread on a flat rock 
over coals.  Really.  Stop worrying about what you don’t have 
and deal with the basics.  And quit buying out all the toilet 
paper.  TP?  Really?  I am shocked at what some people think 
is important.  Of course I have a story about a friend who used a 
3-leaved plant - but that is another story for another day.  Let’s 
just say he spent a week living on his belly.  And whining about 
it.

=
How much is that in rolls of toilet paper?

It appears that there is now a replacement for the 
American dollar.  Overheard recently when discussing the 
price of some used ham gear “How much is that in rolls of 
toilet paper?

What does this have to do with ham radio?  Not much really, 
just remembering a good time with ham gear and being outside 
with very limited resources.  Just a way for me to go 
somewhere in ham radio that I really can’t get to from where I 
am now in time. 

As I did some research for this - I discovered that the AT has 
been shut down because of the Corona virus.  Apparently it 
was totally overran by people trying to get out of the cities.  I 
know it has become more popular today than it was when I was 
hiking around the areas - but there were people everywhere in 
March.  All the shelters in most states have been closed off - 
and all hikers have been asked to leave.  Sad.  See 
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/home/explore-the-trail/trail-
updates for details.  And I thought this was my secret place.  
So, apparently you can’t get to there from here.  At least right 
now.

As to the recipe for Whatchagot stew?  What ‘cha got?  Put it in 
the pot.  Meats and onions should be browned in the bottom of 
the pot first with a little oil.  Mushrooms too if you have them.  
Then add everything else, carrots, mushrooms, potatoes, rice, 

pasta, imagination, salt, pepper, whatever. Don’t forget the 
spices. Lots of spices, especially Italian.  I threw away 
measuring spoons years ago.  It’s all good.  Cover with water, 
(or chicken stock) bring to a boil, then simmer for 20 minutes.  
And share.  Now add trees, a cool, dark night, frogs croaking, 
crickets, lightning bugs, a glorious Milky Way overhead and 
things rustling in the leaves and maybe an HW-7 with key, 
headphones and a little wire.  What could be better?

[1]  BBQ Sauce:  If you are a fan of Lexington-style, the closest thing you can buy off the shelf is Carolina 
Treet,  Food Lion has it.  I have my own recipe.  Lexington-style has a secret ingredient, but I won’t tell you 
what it is.  Carolina Treet is close to perfect.  Carolina Treet over chicken breast with the skin on over 
charcoal and this will become a favorite. Actually anytime you are cooking over charcoal cut up an onion 
and drop it in the coals.  It won’t do anything for the food but the smell does drive the neighbors crazy.

http://www.n5ese.com/atsprint.htm

In another place and time 
(~1975), I carried a Drake 
TR-22 all the way from the 
north end of Big Walker 
Mountain to Damascus, 
Va.  There are two versions 
of this radio, mine had C-
cells in it.  Yes it was super 
heavy.  And limited to what 
c r y s t a l s  I  h a d .   T h e 
problem was hitting repeaters in multiple states.  From the 
top of Mt. Rogers in Virginia I was full quieting into the 
Salisbury repeater (and TN and VA!)  I was camping out in 
a tent one night near the top of Mt. Rogers with this radio 
when a Rocky-and-Bullwinkle-type thunderstorm came 
up.  There were about 10 or 12 others near me.  Before 
night fall we all had commented that about every third tree 
had been struck by lightning and was dead.   About 1:00 
AM in the peak of the storm (literally a dark and stormy 
night!) we all panicked, packed what we could, and ran 
down the mountain to safer ground like the devil himself 
was after us.  Just like Rocky and Bullwinkle.



Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 
Welcome to April - it’s a whole 
new world.  Has anyone noticed 
that the birds in my banner 
above are ready to poop on 
Don?  And they seem to be 
proud about it.

As I write this there have been 3 
CoVid-19 deaths in Forsyth 

County.  NY, of course has been hit hard, probably just 
because there are so many people and close together.  Just 
in case you don’t think this applies to us - did you know that 
in 1930 Winston-Salem had the largest city population in 
NC?  And Greensboro-High Point-Winston-Salem and 
surrounding little cities, is (or was, don’t have latest number) 
the largest statistical metropolitan area between Atlanta and 
Washington DC.  Don’t be a CoVidiot, stay home, stay safe.  
We will get through this.

last months newsletter link:

www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2020m03.pdf

If you want to see another months Newsletter there is a 
pattern to the sequence:  substitute XXXX for the year and 
the XX two number sequence for the month.  Yes, I know my 
website should be fixed but I haven’t had time to deal with 
that.  I’ll get around to it one day.  I really do hate computers.

Thanks to contributors this month, especially Dick, W4PID 
for his DX column, and to James for his 100 kHz calibrator, 
and to all who make FARC such a smooth running 
organization.  Looking forward to our next meeting.  Zoom 
will be interesting, and it will allow people who now live in 
other states to attend.  Its going to be fun.

73, Don, WS4NC

W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and 
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on 
it.  Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this 
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.  
UPDATE:  YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY 
PAYPAL!  Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com

Page 34

W4NC Live

If you goto  you will see a link to www.w4nc.com
W4NCLive.  That will take you to youtube and 
you can see many of our past FARC meetings 
and some training programs there.  The 
meetings are streamed live and then stored on 
youtube for future access. Now we will be 
meeting on Zoom, and then posting the video 
later on youtube.  Pedro, KM4GKY, is our prime 
“youtuber” and usually runs the streaming.  

FARC Newsletter

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a 
way for FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the 
Amazon Smile link below and register and select 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs 
you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  Anything 
you order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile 
link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it 
costs you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 
501c(3) organizations through this program.  As of 
May, 2018 this has generated $383.78 for FARC.  
Thanks Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for 
pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com

April, 2020

Congratulations to Cary Ham, WN4RSS

Cary CERT and Randy Stark, WN4RSS had an article in 
the Raleigh News and Observer.  The article is about radios 
nets and the Corona Virus:

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/coronavirus/article2
41608001.html

Other News:

Raleigh RARS Newsletter shows that 4U1UN at the UN is 
back on the air.  Their current QSL manager has past paper 
logs. I sent him an email and he put two contacts from 1988 
and 1989 on LoTW for me. 73 Tom N4TL. https://dx-
world.net/news-4u1un/



Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form
New Member Modification Or Renewal

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116

http://www.w4nc.com Rev. 02 2020

1Please be sure your e-mail address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent via e-mail due to 
increasing postage costs. Mailings to postal addresses for special circumstances is upon special request. 

2We track ARRL membership as we are required to maintain a percentage to retain our ARRL certification.

3If you are an ARES/Auxcomm member, or would like to become one, please indicate and fill out the 
appropriate form.

4Family members residing in the same household may also become members at no additional cost. Please 
indicate the members on this form, as well as filling out an additional form for each family member.

Complete and return all forms with applicable payment to the mailing address below, or to an officer at the 
next club meeting.

Dues $30.
If over 65 or full 
time student,
dues are $15.

Donations
(Appreciated!)

Total

Call Sign/Class First Name Last Name

Address City

State Zip Date of Birth

Home Phone Mobile Phone Work Phone

E-Mail1

Family Member4 Call Sign

Emergency Contact Emergency Contact Phone Number(s)

Newsletter Delivery1

ARES/Auxcomm3

ARRL2

Memberships

Family Member4 Call Sign E-Mail U.S. Mail

CW
SSB
Digital
SSTV
ATV
D-Star
System Fusion
DMR

Satellite
EME
Microwave

Contesting
QRP
DX
Fox Hunt

Kit Building
Antenna Building
Test Equipment
Microcomputers
AuxComm - ARES

L/M Wave

Nets
Vagabond Net

SWL

S.T.E.M. Discussion

Special Interests

____________

Yearly Fees are Due January

Date Rcvd

(N,T,G,A,E)

____________

FARC Newsletter Page 35April, 2020



FARC Newsletter Page 36April, 2020



How to use Zoom
by Don, WS4NC

First, I am not an expert here.  And this is being added to the 
Newsletter at the very last minute so there really isn’t time to 
get a lot of feedback on this.  But after having used several 
video conferencing options over the years, I find Zoom to be 
the absolute easiest to setup.  This is for a Windows 
computer.  If you are using something else, it is probably 
about the same, but your mileage may vary.

Google Zoom app download.  That should take you to 
www.zoom.us and download the app to your computer.  After 
that go back to Zoom in your browser, sign in, goto profile and 
then make it show your first name and then ham call (if you 
didn’t at setup).  You can do what you like here but this works 
best for our purposes.  You can change this at any time.  You 
can also add a profile picture which will show if your camera is 
off (or if you don’t have a camera).

Log into the Zoom app shortly before the meeting.  April 13 
meeting is 294 418 122 It may prompt you to enter a 
password, which for the first FARC meeting will be the club 
call in lower case letters.  If you only click on the email link, it 
may not take to your account, this is a feature to allow those 
without a Zoom account to participate.  If we have problems 
with security we will move to a more secure password on 
future meetings, but we are not expecting problems.  You 
may see a message that you must wait for the host to start the 
meeting.  Harold, N4HER, will be the host, and there will be at 
least two co-hosts.  The following is supposing that you are 
using the app, you can do this in a browser widow and it is 
similar, but the app is preferred.

Zoom will prompt you to allow first video, then audio. In the 
lower left of the screen will be two buttons, one with the 
picture of a mic and one for video.  Next to each are up arrows 
that allow for options.  The default should be that your mic is 
muted when you sign in.  Holding the space bar down serves 
as a push-to-talk.  If your audio is unmuted, then click the 
mute button in the lower left corner.  More than one camera, 
and some other options,  is selected with the up-arrow next 
the video button, the video controls.  As to video if you don’t 
have a camera (or even a mic) you can still participate; you 
can watch and hear.  If you have no camera it will show your 
profile picture or just a black block with your name and call.
 
In the upper right corner it will probably say Speaker View.  
That may be preferred.  There is another option that allows 
you to see (most?) everyone at one time.  I say most because 
we haven’t ran this with as many people as are expected on 
second Mondays (think it is limited to 49).  Speaker View 
switches to the person speaking.  The Gallery-View will show 
everyone and yellow-outline the person speaking, if there is a 
second person speaking it will underline that person in 
yellow.  All this is much more complicated to write out than to 
use.

At the bottom are some other options that allow you to do 
other things.  One is to share your screen.  Ask permission 
first.  This is how the presenter will run the program.  When 
the screen share is active the video will switch to a small 

block, usually on the right and your screen will show what is 
on the presenter’s screen.  You probably will prefer speaker 
view, especially when screen view is active, or you can 
minimize it to a small bar.  Another option is to see a lot, but 
not all, of smiling faces but it blocks part of the screen.

I would recommended that you avoid the record function at 
the bottom.  First, the host has to grant permission.  Second, 
it is resource intensive and only converts after the session is 
over.  Third, several of us will record it so it can posted to the 
youtube site after the meeting.

The host has to has have a license (thank you Harold) and 
the license we are using is limited to 100 people.  While we 
expect that is enough, we have had meetings in the 1970s 
and 1980s where there were over a hundred, yes, in person.  
We have even filled the old Western Electric auditorium on 
Reynolda Road back in the 1970s (300?).  Come early or you 
may be locked out. If 100 isn’t enough, next month we will go 
to a higher license, which is 300.  There are a number of 
FARC members who have moved to other states and are 
excited about coming back thorough Zoom, so we do expect 
a heavy attendance.  

This is only the most basic introduction.  I have only ran into 
one system (a Windows Surface) installing this where there 
was a problem.  Zoom is not hard to setup or to use, and it is 
free to participate, which is why it was chosen.  There are 
some other things that can be done with setup and play, 
which is why we have held several practice sessions.  On 
April 13, we will want to hold our meeting with as little 
interruption as possible.  If you want to play with your setup, 
we have Wednesday Tech sessions.  Looking forward to 
Monday, April 13.

This is not a perfect example of a Zoom screen, but it will 
do.  This is from the end of the recording of Friday, April 10 
practice session.  Since it is not exact I’ll add some things.  
Your screen will vary slightly.

Speaker View or Gallery-View
Chat Window (you have to click chat at the bottom)

Mute

Audio controls

Video Stop

Video controls Chat - opens a screen on the right
everyone can see this, but it is an
option if you have no mic.
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