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Founded December 31, 1930 , 2022

December Program:  Annual FARC Dinner at Mi Pueblo

FARC Open House
by Don, WS4NC

A FARC open house was held for hams and 
members Nov. 19-21 for a "shakedown" of the 
station.  Yes, we only have temporary wire antennas 
up, and it was the weekend before Thanksgiving 
when many were out of town or had plans, but we 
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Continued on page 19

Tom Dunn, KI4UCE
Retires from the Red Cross

Field Day Results Are In

We were tops in 9A!  OK, we were the only one in 9A.  
But that is a big operation.  Look at how the entries 
are by Transmitter Class on page 16.  Last year we 
ran 11A, and that almost killed (at least some of ) us.  

Asheville Radio Museum Tour
Asheville Radio Museum Pictures on page 9.

Annual FARC Dinner at Mi Pueblo

644 S. Stratford Road, Winston-Salem.  We will 
start arriving at 6PM in order to have time to order 
and eat.  The program starts at 7:30 PM.  Bring your 
family.

Field Day continued on page 17

For many of us Tom has been 
a fixture at the Red Cross.  
Tom has retired from the Red 
Cross af ter 18 years of 
professional service plus 10 
y e a r s  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r 
previously.  Tom went out in 
style as a very large group of 
RC volunteers and professionals came to properly 
"roast" Tom for his many years of service.  Not many 
of us get presented our own personal helicopter on 
retirement!

Story and pictures continued on page 18
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 501(c)3) 
North Carolina corporation for the promotion of Amateur 
Radio, and for the education and training of hams and the 
general public primarily in Forsyth County, North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the the Red Cross, 650 Coliseum Dr., Winston-
Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 
(100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 
repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 650 
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its main 
business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd Monday 
generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of Hanes Mall 
Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is conducted 
and all attending members have a vote.  All club members are 
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  For 
more information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116 336-930-; call 
W4NC(9462) www.w4nc.com; or visit out web site at 

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2022 are:

President:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Vice-President:  Michael Pope, K4OLD
Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO

Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Auxcomm:  Harlan Cobert,  W1HRC
Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman:  Dave Nicholson, N2AWE
House Chairman:  Crystal W4CAA, Jeff AC4YN

Webmaster:  Stacey McArthur, W1LLO
Hospitality:  Ken Kayser, K2KXK & “Doc” Holiday, WB4DOC

Chaplin:  Rev. Doc Holiday, WB4DOC
Estate Donations:  Judson Davis, KG4OHQ

All content is Copyright 2005-2021, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are on 
our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would like to 
trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the downfall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.

FCC Exams 
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

Congratulations to our 
August test takers:

 FIRST_NAME CALL LAST_NAME  PASSED
      
 CHRISTOPHER M KQ4EOE HONAN TECHNICIAN
 JACOB D KQ4ENZ BARKER TECHNICIAN
 MEGHAN Z KQ4ESU FRAGOMENI TECHNICIAN
 JOHN W KQ4EQR SMITH TECHNICIAN
 LUCAS S  PEREIRA TECHNICIAN
 JOHNATAN L KQ4ENN SIMMONS TECHNICIAN
 PARKER   PSCHORR TECHNICIAN
 SHARON J KQ4EQT SAUNDERS TECHNICIAN
 WILLARD  KQ4DUN DAPOLITO, JR EXTRA 

We have scheduled our next Amateur Radio Exam 
indoor exam session, just prior to the FARC meeting 
on Monday,  at the Red November 14 at 6:00 PM
Cross Blood Center on Coliseum Drive.  Send an 
email to wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com to 
register.  Other details on www.w4nc.com 

How Exam Candidates apply:

Before Applications can attend an exam session they MUST:

o Obtain a FCC FRN

o Show proof of their FRN

o Complete, sign and forward the attached FCC 605 form, back to the 
FARC VE Session manager no later than 48 hours prior to the exam 
session.

Once the completed documents are returned and approved, the 
applicant will be provided an email exam reservation.

The exam candidate will be notified, via email that their Exam 
documents were approved, and they will be asked to print a copy of 
their accepted email as a reservation to attend the exam session.

NO walk-in exam applicants will be accepted.

Next Steps:

Once test begins, Examinees must remain seated the entire test.  All 
documents will be handled by the VE Session Manager and his 
Backup.  Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request.

Send an email to wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com to register.  
Other details on www.w4nc.com 

Continued on the next page
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All Local Area FCC Exams:

WINSTON-SALEM NC
2023

Monday Jan 9 1800 - 1915

No Exams are scheduled in December, the Club has 
its Christmas party.  Sponsored by the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club (FARC), Red Cross Chapter 
House, 690 Coliseum Drive.  Pre-Registration Only.  
Exams start at 6:00 PM.  Bring 2 forms of 
identification (one with picture).  Pre-registration, 
FRN number, are required before test session date.  
NOTE: COVID-19 protocols still in effect.  Please 
bring the ORIGINAL, COPY of any CSCE's and 
signed license to the test session.  Exam fee is 
$12.00.  For more information, contact:  Dale 
Mierisch- WB9SZL, 
Email , Phone 336-766-9675

The following testing dates and sites are from: 
 https://www.w4vec.org/ar.html

GREENSBORO NC

TESTING 2ND SATURDAYS

 FIRST_NAME LAST_NAME  PASSED
            
 ROBERT WD4CWC L ALLEN EXTRA
 ERNEST KN4MYB L JONES EXTRA
 MELANIE KQ4EKR L MEEKS TECHNICIAN
 STEPHEN KJ4UPX P  PASCHALL GENERAL
 NOEL W4NRI RODRIGUES IBERRA EXTRA 

All sessions begin at 9:00 AM Hinshaw United 
Methodis t  Church,  4501 Gate Ci ty  Blvd, 
Greensboro, NC 27407 (MAP)  For more 
information contact:  David Macchiarolo- AJ4TF 
EMAIL

336-420-9424 

HIGH POINT NC

TESTING LAST SATURDAY

All sessions start at 10:00 AM.  Location:  Hickory 
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel 
Road (off MLK Jr Drive) High Point, NC 27262  
MAP  Pre-registration is required.  Contact: David 
Macchiarolo Email 336-420-9424

KERNERSVILLE (?)

SALISBURY NC

PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY
Next date: ?

Bostian Heights Fire Dept. Community Room 
(MAP)

8211 Old Concord Road Salisbury, NC 28146 
For more information contact:

Fred - WB4QOC EMAIL phone 704-534-1031 
Last updated 1/26/22

THOMASVILLE NC
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club

Next Date?
Test  Session at  9:30am, Davidson-Davie 
Community College, 297 DCC Rd. Thomasville, NC 
27360 Building:  Finch *Building marked (MAP)  
with RED arrow), room 221,  Preregistration 
and FRN number is required before test 
session date.  NOTE:  COVID19 protocols 
still in effect.  For more information 
contactL  Rick Weinbaum, KK4RR, cell: 
446-687-8001 email:  weinbaum <at> mac 
<dot> com.  Last updated 6/1/22

King/Rural Hall, NC

Piedmont Triad VE offers free of charge testing, at the King 
Public Library, 101 Pilot View Drive, King, NC.  This is a free of 
charge exam session for upgrades, but new licenses and 
renewals are subject to the $35.00 fee to be paid to the FCC.  
Contact Jeff Webset at webstej <at? windstream <dot> net  for 
next exam.
  

New Ham?  New Upgrade?  
Live in Forsyth County? 
Or just want to join FARC?

For new hams, or upgrades, who have taken an exam, please 
complete the information on the FARC application (usually the 
next-to-last page of the Newsletter), if you have not already 
done so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". Even if 
this is not an FARC exam session, since we are limited in exam 
offerings at this time.  Once the form is completed, bring to the 
next club meeting, or please scan and email to secretary <at> 
w4nc <dot> com [and an email to newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> 
com].

Exams usually will be offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 109 at 
the Red Cross building see above to make sure a session is 
offered. You are encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM 
Preregistration is required at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.

Continued on the next page
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All Planned FARC Programs

by Michael, K4OLD
FARC Vice-President

 
 October 10: Raspberry Pis by Bobby, AA9AU
 November 14:  Tim Duffy, K3LR, DX Engineering Building
  Antennas
 December 12:  Club Dinner at Mi Pueblo
 January 9:  FARC Show-&-Tell (Bring something to show)
 February 13:  Bill Morine, ARRL Roanoke Vice Driector, 
  Topic:  ARRL Updates
 March 13:  SkyWarn Weather Training
 April 10:  Moonbounce, Gray Fulk, WX4F

Other subjects in the planning loop are:  Remote 
Hams, Receive Antennas, EZNec and NEC

All of these are subject to change depending on 
FARC’s, presenters schedules and whatever 
challenges the future holds.

The meeting is normally the Second Monday night at 
the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the 
meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this 
month!) and Zoom attendance is always possible for 
those who can’t come in person.   

FCC testing is usually available t (but no
December), please preregister at info <at> w4nc 
<dot> com .  Exams start at 6 PM sharp.

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login
.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 
links to find or get your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in 
the links on the left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My 
Authorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet 
card and to display in your station. The reference 
copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.

January Show-&-Tell Program
Power Supply Design

Be planning now for 
projects to show off at the 
January meeting.  If you 
need an idea - how about 
power supply design?  
Here are the basics.  
Everything else is just 
details.

Said no one ever in 1965 . . . 
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HAM FESTIVAL!

Saturday, April 15, 2023

HAMenanny!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Road

Winston-Salem, NC

Date and location are confirmed
and plans are on

for a big 
Hootenanny!

See W4NC.com for additional details.

TIMES:  7 AM TO 11:30 AM

April 15, 2023

WHY YES, AGAIN!
IN APRIL!

Talk in frequency 145.47 -0.6
$5 admission, tailgating with $5 admission and limited space available.

Friday Dealer Load in time 3 to 5:30 PM
Doors open at 6 AM

Please do bring your goodies!
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Field Day, January Style!  Part 1

by Dave, N2AWE

Break out your thermals, 
coats, mittens and hats. It is 
time for another exciting club 
function, Winter Field Day. 
That’s right, Field Day in 
January. A perfect event to 
shake off the  seasonal 
doldrums!

Winter Field Day’s stated purpose is “to foster Ham 
camaraderie, field operation, emergency operating 
preparedness”. This event runs from 1900 UTC 
Saturday to 1900 UTC Sunday on the last full 
weekend of January. 

There are three categories. Indoor (I) which is 
defined as operating in a remote weather protected 
and heated structure where amateur radio is not 
normally operated, using temporary setup. 
Outdoors (O), such as a park shelter, campground, 
etc. And Home (H). Yes Virginia, you can operate 
from the comfort of your favorite chair. Additionally, 
we can combine the score from 
all locations to create a club score. 

What is currently envision for January 2023 is to set 
up a 2 Oscar station in a pavilion in a Winston-Salem 
park. Possibly Hobby Park or Miller Park. Set up 
would occur Saturday morning. Antennas would be 
either end fed wire or a dipole configuration (inverted 
V or L, horizontal, etc.). Club members could 
operate for half hour intervals using the mode of their 



But it's too COLD!

Really? It isn't usually that cold here.  Wear a coat.  
While it can be cold here in WS, normaly highs are 
above 50 on many Jan. days, with an (all average 
January days, all months) high of 49, and it can get 
above 60.  We'll just have to see.  If it snows, we'll 
make a snowman.

We are sure you can it, at least for a few hours.bear 

choice. This allows more individuals to participate, 
given the limited stations, as well as allowing breaks 
for hand warming. 

Rumor has it there could be hamburgers and 
perhaps a pot of chili around dinner time Saturday.  
Menu is not final, but we are leaning toward chili and 
baked potatoes.

We would have to tear down prior to the park closing 
Saturday evening, since we do not have permission 
to stay overnight.  Sunday morning we would meet 
for breakfast. After that, back to the park on Sunday 
morning, hoist the antennas up, (lines left up 
overnight), fire up the generator, and turn on the 
radios! Continued on the next page

N2AWE
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Field Day, January Style!  Part 2

by Dave, N2AWE

Our club’s first Winter Field Day is quickly 
approaching. Only three months away! The event is 
held the last full weekend of January. This year’s 
date is January 28th and 29th. The event starts 2 PM 
local on Saturday and runs through 2 PM local on 
Sunday. 

Since this is our first WFD the club is going to try not 
run overnight in a public park. We are interested in 
having fun and seeing just how many brave soles 
will tackle the NC winter weather. The more the 

The additional setup and takedown dictates we keep 
things very simple. HF go-kits will be used. An 
excellent opportunity to see different individual’s 
take on what makes a good go-kit. Power will be 
supplied by a small generator.

To learn more about Winter Field Day, including 
rules, and past results, go to
 www.winterfieldday.com.

This club event is currently in the jello stage, it 
wiggles, and it shifts. All ideas to make this event 
successful are appreciated. Contact Dave, N2AWE 
at 252-515-4956 or at
 saildjnich@gmail.com. 

merrier. Setup will be scheduled for Saturday 
morning at . To save club Miller Park, Shelter 1
funds, we are not reserving this facility for our 
exclusive use. We should be OK, as there are not 
predicted to be a lot of events happening in the park 
in January. If the weather is really bad, we have 
graciously been offered the use of Harold’s trailer. 

W4NC Winter Field Day operations will be during 
normal park hours ONLY. That means we will have to 
tear down Saturday night and leave the park, and 
setup Sunday morning. So, we will be keeping 
things simple, or KISS (Keep it Simple, Sailor) as I 
like to say.

Setup will be for a  scar station (that’s  stations, 3 O 3
Outside). HF Go Kit stations will be provided by 
Harold, N4HER, Stacey, W1LLO and Mike Pope, 
K4OLD, with mine, N2AWE, being retained as a 
backup. Coax will be either our own or the club’s. 
Antennas will be an end fed half-wave wire, a 
vertical belonging to Harold, with the third antenna 
yet to be named. Anyone wishing to bring out their 
own HF Go Kit to try out is very welcome. As stated 
earlier, this event is for fun.

REMEMBER TO STAY HYDRATED,
EVEN ON WINTER FIELD DAY!

Continued on the next page
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For those who cannot brave the cold, you can work 
from the comfort of your own QTH for the entire 24-
hour period, using your own call sign. Your 
classification would be otel (or one ome 1 H H
station). The club gets credit if your scores are 
turned in listing you as a member of W4NC. Just like 
summer field day. Join the fun!

What is an event without delicious food?  We will be 
serving baked potatoes with all of the trimmings. A 
chili cook-off has been declared, with the current 
chili contesters being Don, WS4NC and myself 
N2AWE. Anyone else who wishes to be a chili 
contester is welcomed. You all be the judge to see 
who is the best Club Chili Chef!

Some interesting factoids:

   Winter Field Day is not a ARRL event. It is hosted by
  Winter  Field Day Association, which is in Tenn. 

   The original event started in 2007.

   The purpose is to foster Ham camaraderie, field
 operations, and emergency operation preparedness 
 as well as outdoor fun.

   In 2022 there were 2500 logs turned in from 6000
  participants.

   619 clubs submitted logs.

   North Carolina is the most active state in WFD.

Let’s see if we can keep North Carolina as the most radio-
active Miller  state! Join the fun on January 28th and 29th at 
Park, Shelter One.

I'M SURE YOU'RE
EXAGGERATING.

THE CHILI COOK-OFF
CAN'T BE THAT BAD!

Morse Code Class
by Don, WS4NC

It has been requested that we hold a Morse Code Class.  
Here is the basic idea:  We would meet at the Red Cross 
shack, you would bring your own HAND-key, we would 
practice sending and receiving, as a group.  We might even 
get on the air.  I have done this before, but it was in the 1990s. 

If being part of a class appeals to you, then send me an 
email to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and put CW 
Class in the heading.  This will not happen before February, 
possibly later.  That gives you some time to learn the 
characters.  Date and how often is not yet set.  Or if it will even 
happen, but if there is no interest, it will not happen.

There is one thing we can't do, that is practice for you.  If you 
really want to learn CW, my best recommendation is to 
download  , a free software program.   Just Learn Morse Code
Go to the Tools, Options, set speed for 8/18 WPM, and 
change duration to 1 minute (from 5, 5 is better but requires 
you to concentrate longer), start with the suggested 3 to 5 
characters, start with the suggested letter order (Koch 
method), set the tone to 510-550 Hz (that is what the best ops 
in the club prefer), view output, upper case letters, leave the 
min word, max word and prosign spacing at default (2, 7, 3).  
Turn on view codes (shows the code characters at the right).  
After you learn a few letters, turn off view codes, you really, 
really don't want a visual association, that will harm your 
progress.  Then practice for about an hour.  It will score you, 
and yes you must put in spaces (that's part of the code!).

As you get to 90% and above, start adding letters.  If you can 
do this an hour a day, about 5 times a week, you will learn 
what you need to get on the air in a few weeks.  Practice is 
mandatory.

There are other code programs out there, they are good, but 
this covers just what you need to learn, in the proper way, 
without adding stresses that will impede your learning and 
this is the one program that gives us all a common starting 
point.

Code Quick is also a good sound-like method to learn the 
characters (Dog Did It, Cross-In-The-Door), but our common 
learning point software is .Just Learn Morse Code

Have about 4 signed up.  Looking at a Saturday in February.



, 2022 FARC Newsletter 9Page 

Asheville Radio Museum
by Don, WS4NC

North Carolina has several world-class radio 
attractions.  One is the Battleship North Carolina in 
Wilmington, especially the radios maintained by the 
Azalea Coast ARC in Wilmington.  It is usually on the 
air during the Ships on the Air contests in June each 
year.

Another, forgive me for being biased, is the W4NC 
station which will be fully operational next year.  This 
will be a class act, and members of this club should 
rightfully be proud of what we have accomplished.

But a real gem is the Asheville Radio Museum.  You 
haven't been?  Why not?  Only a few hours away it is 
convenient to Winston-Salem.  Fitted mostly in a 
small room in the Asheville Tech (but there is at least 
one display case elsewhere in the building), this is 
another seriously class act.  

It is hard today to imagine a world without radio 
(exactly what do you think your smart phone is?).  
Up until the late 1930s your world mostly consisted 
of your immediate neighbors and the rare trip to 
town.  If you lived in a rural area, your neighbors 
could be far away, even miles.  Yes, there were cars 
but roads were poor, and some rural families still 
relied on horses.  Roads?  The National Highway 
Numbering System did not come along until 
November 1925.  Interstate Highways?  1956.  
Here is a map of the all the roads in Forsyth County 
(minus WS) from 1930.  Only the dark lines were 
paved then.  Today it takes 5 large maps to make it 
readable, and today almost all are paved.

Telephones were available, but not everyone had 
one.  Doctors, lawyers, bankers, judges and some 
county officials and the well -off neighbor.  
Telephones were so rare that the earliest Forsyth 
County air port made it a point to advertise that they 
had, gasp!, a telephone.

https://mapgeeks.org/northcarolina/
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So even if you have a telephone, who are you going 
to call?  Local calls are not a problem, but outside of 
a few more wealthy people, there are few to call.  
Long distance?  A 10-minute coast-to-coast call in 
1930 would be about $2.75, or about $48 in today's 
money.  A 200-mile long distance call would be 
about 10 times the cost of a first class letter.  
Postage was 3 cents, so that would be about $0.30, 
or in 2022 dollars about $5.50.  And this was during 
the Great Depression, when few had any money to 
spare.  

So everyone lived in a bubble of isolation.  One 
historian called this the "tyranny of isolation".  Like 

living your life in a morning of rain and fog, your world 
was what you could see and reach.  You knew there 
was a whole wide world out there, but you couldn't 
access it.

Than along came radio.  Voices from the air, like 
magic, and to many of us it is still magic.  News, 
weather reports, farm reports, and entertinment.  By 
the 1930s, you could listen, not just to the local 
station, but across the US and even other nations.  
Everyone became a citizen of the world through 
shortwave broadcasting.

Now that we have set the stage, let's look at some of 
the implements of the magic.

Let's start with the Zenith Stratoshpere radio, shown 
here with Tim McVey of the Museum staff.  This was 
the biggest, baddest home theater of its day.  It was 
playing on the day we were there and it was 
magnificient.  Unfortunately I couldn't get a good 
photo of the insides, which consisted of multiple 
chrome-plated chassis.  The outside is as 
magnificent as the inside.  If money was no object, it 
was either this or an E.H. Scott radio back in its day.

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Continued on the next page

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Here are some pictures, in no particular order.  All of 
this is crammed in a small space, and I can only 
sample from over 300 photos I took.  To see it all you 
have to go there!  From late 1800s telephone, 
telegraph to 1960s ham gear, there is something 
from all eras.  Seriously this is only a sample.

Continued on the next page

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Continued on the next page

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Continued on the next page

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page
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Seriously, if you are a fan of old radios, you should go to see 
the Asheville Radio Museum.  Its not far and makes a great 
short trip.  Be sure to verify when it is open as it is ran by 
volunteers.  It is a true NC gem.  I put one last photo top 
right, and that is all I have room for.

Ashevile Radio Museum, continued from previous page

Flying Before GPS

Brian, KN4R, has posted a new presentation on 
youtube on PanAm aircraft and radio systems.  A 
very detailed and excellent presentation of the 
quality for which Brian has considerable fame.  Run 
time is about 1.5 hours.  It can be viewed at the 
following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=
EYyCrCZKy44
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Field Day

Yeah, first in 9A!  But only one in 9A. Why is that?  
Please look at the graph below.  Don't just look, think 
about this.  The graph shows the number of entries 
in the A class.  Notice there is a big peak around 2-3A 
with about 612 entries for both catagories.  And then 
think about how much work it is to get up an antenna 
for just one band at home.  Then think about 9+ (we 
probably had about 13, didn't count).  Plus setting up 
complete stations.  And then making sure those 
stations didn't blow each other up (yes, that's a big 
issue when running multiple transmitters).  And then 
food, too.  It takes a really big effort to pull something 
like this off.  Very few clubs have that capability.  
FARC runs a first class operation and that is thanks 
to efforts of many people.  Dave, N2AWE chaired 
this event.  But a lot of effort fell to two people in 
particular, not just this year, but over multiple years 
to get something like this to happen.  A big thanks 
goes to Gene, WB4MSG and Harold, N4HER for 
their multi-years efforts in making and planning 
antennas to make something of this quality happen.  
And thanks to their helpers, a long list, which I don't 
have in front of me, so not to leave anyone out, this is 
a general thank you to all those who helped make an 
event of this quality happen. 

FARC is here

Field Day chairs:  David, N2AWE, FD Chair.  David 
Shoaf, KC4X cordinated rigs; Gene, WB4MSG 
antennas; Harold, N4HER educational; Jeff Staford, 
AC4YN and Crystal Austin, W4CAA food; Henry 
Heidtmann, W2DZO:  internet, W1Aw bulletin, 
loging, GOTA and more; Mike Vernon, W4MAV 
antenna trailer; Stacey, W1LLO alternative power, 
sattelite;Harlan, W1HRC, safety; Marcia, NC4MT 
media publicity.   Many, many others contributed as 

putter-upers, taker-
downers, operators.  
Total 103!

For the second year in 
a row, it was possible to 
work from home and 
contribute to a club 
score.  Some have 
health or family issues, 
and some just can't 
come out for other reasons, but can get on the air 
from home and contribute to the club score.  This is 
something of a win-win for everyone.  thanks to the 
efforts of everyone FARC had a final score of  
15,410.  How does this compare to all scores in all 
classes?  I couldn't find an easy way to look at total 
scores, it was too hard to parse the data without 
more effort than I want to do.  There were a number 
of scores higher.  And some stations ran battery, or 
totally CW, more points or a bigger multiplier.  And 
some pushed hard for serious contacts, we put most 
of our effort on having fun and making sure everyone 
had a chance to operate, not for points.  That's not to 
detract, it just makes comparison more difficult.  And 
still, we had one of the top scores.

So serious congratulations to all in Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club.  This was job very well done, and one to 
be proud of.  

Field Day continued from page 1

ALL 9A SCORES

CLUB SCORE

Why?  See text.
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Tom received the roasting 
such a long and storied 
career deserves.   He has 
served in situations from 
local fire calls to national 
disasters.  One story, 
apparently known to most 
in the room, had to do with 
a helicopter.  Don't know 
the details, but it was good 
enough to secure Tom his own personal helicopter.  
OK, it is mosquito sized, but it was actually flown in 
the crowed room, albeit by someone skilled in such 
matters.  It was noticed that Tom wasn't allowed 
near the controls while people were in the room.

There were many awards and gifts to Tom, including 
a much coveted guitar.  No picture, but one of the 
recognition certificates to Tom was for "never 
needing a microphone".

A service distinction that few can match, Tom's 
service to the Red Cross started before he was even 
born.  A letter of recommendation, dated 11/4/1959 
was produced for Tom's mother, who served with 

distinction as bookkeeper for the New Brunswick, 
NJ Chapter of the Red Cross from 8/1/1956 until 
3/31/1957 when she took a leave of absence to have 
Tom.

At the left are pictures of Tom, first with many of the 
volunteers he served with, and then with many of the 
professionals.  At the bottom right Tom and Maya, 
who frequently ran the front desk in the old building, 
share a moment looking at slides of Tom's work at 
the RC.

We wish Tom the best on his retirement, and now he 
can finally come to FARC meetings and put his ham 
ticket to good use.

Tom Dunn, KI4UCE RC Retirement, continued from page 1
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broke the station in with the ARRl Sweepstakes.  
Sadly we did not ever hear, or even see spotted, 
East Bay in California, but we got everything else, 
from Virgin Islands to Alaska and even Yukon (twice, 
or trice, not sure).  Notice everything below is in red, 
except for East Bay, California.

With only 100 watts and simple wire antennas we 
still had a good showing.  Both Henry, W2DZO and 
Gene, WB4MSG, who have world-class experience 
with contesting tried to hold a frequency and were 
running over 90 QSOs per hour for a while.  But then 
someone stronger and louder, whom we will assume 
didn't hear us, took over the frequency.  With our 
current antennas and no amps we are mostly limited 
to "search and pounce" mode, but even so, mostly if 
we heard 'em, we worked 'em.

The emphasis was on a 
good time, not to run up a 
super high score.  Still it 
was respectable for a 
group that didn't run over 
night and didn't push that 
hard.  Once the big 
antennas are up, W4NC 

will be a serious station, probably one of, if not the, 
best equipped stations on the East Coast in an 
emergency facility.

In retrospect, the weekend before Thanksgiving 
make not have been the most opportune time to hold 

FARC Open House, continued from page 1

Continued on the next page
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this, but this was the first good operating event after 
we had made the station somewhat operational.  
Many were traveling or had family plans (the TSA 
said it set a record for people through airports, so 
that says something about how many people were 
traveling).  But then it was a great shakedown, one 
of many to follow.

Not everyone signed in, but a partial list of those 
attended are:  Saturday:  Noel, W4NKI; Ken, 
K2KXK; Rick, KN4OWZ; Marcia, NC4MT; Bruce, 
AD4ET; Raymond, KE4TSX; Jeff, KX4ZQ; Michael, 
K4OLD; Harold, N4HER; Don, WS4NC; Dave, 
N2AWE; Ronn KN4RKD; Ron, KM4WPN; David, 
N4DE; Van, KC4WSK; Robin; Jim, NA4J & 
Harmonic, Carols, call?.  And on Sunday:  Kent, 
WS4Z; Sam, NI4TG; Harold, N4HER; Ken, K2KXK; 
Dave, N2AWE; Mike, K4OLD; Gene, WB4MSG; 
Don, WS4NC; Henry, W2DZO; Jeff, KX4ZQ; Tom, 
W4OTR; David, N4DE.

Above is Harold with Carlos from Zacatecus, 
Mexico, now living in the US.  Carlos, if you see this, 
please send an email to newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> 
com, I lost your contact information.  And anyone 
else who needs to be added to the Newsletter list.  It 
was great to have Tom Disantis, W4OTR, (below) 
join us again after a while.

In the past Gene and I have brought our Razer Black 
Shark headsets, Version I, which were modeled on 
the Black Hawk military helicopter headsets.  Love 
'em, but they are discontinued.  The fact that sell 
used on eBay for hundreds of dollars should tell 
Razer something.  Gene brought a new inexpensive 
Razer Kracken headset and I must say they are 
very, very comfortable and work well.  Be aware that 
any gaming headset uses an electret mic, which 
requires voltage to operate.  Some radios supply 
that, all Icoms, Elecraft (in a menu).  Some don't.  
Easy to build a box to supply +5 through a 10K 
resistor.  These are very comfortable for long wear 
since they fit over the ears totally.

FARC Open House, continued from previous page
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UFO at Red Cross

by Don, WS4NC

We were just leaving right after the open house.  
As we walked out the door of the Red cross, Ken, 
K2KXK yells "What is that?!"  Harold and I see it 

too.  Picture shows Harold staring at it.  I had put 
up my cameras but just managed to pull out the 
cell phone and barely caught a shot or two.  
Sounded like one ICE engine, like a small plane.  
But it was not small at all, probably more than 
300 feet wide and 500 long. Or bigger.  Maybe 
much bigger.  I have heard reports that others 
saw it. Top right is the best close up I got.

The cell phone goes "Oh, it's dark, so you want 
the flash on."  It took a few seconds to get that 
turned off.  Not the best photos.  But then we 
weren't expecting this.  Not a clue here.

We could not identify it.  It was flying.  It was an 
object.  Therefore . . . 
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Route 66 Special Event

Above is N4DE, David Hooper with his Route 66 
Special Event certificate.  A number of FARC 
members fought fiercely for this, including David 
Shoaf, KC4X and Harold, N4HER, Bruce NC4BT 
and Marcia NC4MT.

Was I hallucinating?
Purple Street Lights

About a year ago I started seeing a few street lights on 
my side of town that were, well beyond strange, just 
totally weird.  They were bright, brighter than the old 
sodium lamps, and I was reasonably certain they were 
high power LEDS.  But purple?  What was someone 
smoking to have selected that particular color?  I don't 
think they were dangerous in any way, the brightness 
was brightly sufficient, and I didn't think that purple had 
any deleterious effects on anything, but then I couldn't' 
see a positive side either.  Unless a misspent youth in 
disco clubs brings back warm fuzzy feelings and 
memories that might be best forgotten, or at least 
hidden from any public view when exposed the violet 
light.  Remember disco?  The music we loved until we 
were told to hate it.

It seems those purple street lights were not just 
someone's dystopian disco fantasy for a night out 
driving.  They were manufacturing defects.  The LED 
makes blue light, then some magic (a phosphor 
coating?) and the housing converts that to white light.  
The housing part didn't hold up as well as expected to 
heat and shifted the color more to the UV side than 
white light.  They are being replaced.  Only a few 
(<2%) of the 360,000 installed by Duke Energy have 
the problem, and those are being replaced.

So, sadly Jimmy Hendrix (or Prince) isn't  coming to 
take over Winston-Salem, although that might hold a 
certain appeal for some.  While I thought the lights 
were neatly special in a totally weird dystopian way, I 
hate to see them go.  My neighbors night light has 
been changed out and lasted as white for a day or two, 
but now it is light-weird carolina blue.  Don't think they 
have mastered the technology just yet.
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Ukraine and Amateur Radio

Several FARC members have reported either working, or hearing, Ukrainian stations on the air and have 
wondered how that is possible.  I would say with much bravery and ingenuity.  Here is the story of how one ham is 
managing it.  I have ordered the book and look forward to reading it.  And by the way, I really like his homebrew 
paddle.  Check out US7IGN's QRZ page.
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RSGB Transatlantic Century Tests

It is hard to believe that only 100 years ago were the first transatlantic signals.  Some said it would never 
happen, or would only  rarely be possible.  Today, it is an everyday occurance.  Quite a change for only 100 
years.

Speaking of Transatlantic QSOs, 
How about TransPACIFIC?

by Don, WS4NC

I was at the Red Cross this week for a Red Cross 
event, and afterward I went into FARC's new shack.  
Sadly we only have some temporary wire antennas, 
but they work.  While the room is almost finished, the 
amplifiers are still out of the running.  One of them 
needs a little TLC, which it will get early next year. 
Even with 100 watts and a minimal antenna we can 
accomplish what was only dreamed about 100 years 
ago.  And with relative ease.

Tunned across 15 meters, a few CW stations, one of 
which was Taka, JA1KIH, calling CQ.  Called him 
back, and had a nice quick QSO.  Neither language 
or distance was a barrier.  While he was 599, he 
gave me a 559.  When the final touches happen to 
W4NC early next year, this will be a powerhouse of a 
station.

h ps://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/headlines/2022/11/18/transatlan c-centenary-tests-2022-2/

CW Things I’ve been investigating:

by Marcia, NC4MT

“Learn Morse Code with VBand" - advance to 3:30 to skip the intro stuff:
 https://youtu.be/f376DCaM1Ps

"VBand CW Morse Robot QSO" https://youtu.be/luotME7vB74

Instant Character Recognition
 https://morsecode.world/international/trainer/character.html

73, Marcia
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About

Objective: This 24-hour event is not a contest; rather 
it is a day dedicated to celebrating our CW heritage. 
Participants are encouraged to get on the air and 

STRAIGHT
KEY

NIGHT

s imply  make  en joyab le , 
conversational CW QSOs. 
The use of straight keys or 
bugs to send CW is preferred. 
There are no points scored 
and all who participate are 
winners.

Dates

Straight Key Night is held every January 1 from 0000 
UTC through 2359 UTC.

Terms Of Entry

Entrants agree to be bound by the provisions and intent of ARRL 
contest rules.

Entrants agree to be bound by the regulations of their national 
licensing authority.

Entrants agree to be bound by the decisions of the ARRL Awards 
Committee.

Log contents used to determine final score and awards will be 
available to the public.

All entries become the property of the ARRL.

Bands

All authorized Amateur frequencies, but activity has 
traditionally been centered on the HF bands.

Log Submission Deadline

Entries for Straight Key Night must be received by 
January 31. Votes for ‘Best Fist’ and “Most Interesting 
QSO” will be tabulated and included in the results.

Send your information to straightkey@arrl.org

Happy 75th Anniversary

Imagine, if you will, a world without the transistor.  
From:

https://eds.ieee.org/about-eds/75th-anniversary-of-
the-transistor 

"November 1947 – January 1948 were the three magical 
months that paved the way for modern-day electronics. This 
was done by three brilliant scientists who were members of the 
Mervin Kelly’s Solid State Physics Group and Semiconductor 
Sub-Group at Bell Labs, which were given the challenging task 
of creating a solid-state semiconductor switch that could 
replace the vacuum tube. The famous physicists - Walter 
Brattain and John Bardeen managed to make the first working 
transistor, now known as the point-contact transistor. The 
invention was made on December 16, 1947. A week after that, 
the device was officially demonstrated to Bell Labs executives 
as a “magnificent Christmas present."

There is a good video at the link above.

And Also Happy 75th to QCWA

To  c e l e b r a t e  i t s  7 5 t h 
a nn iv e rs a ry,  t he  QC WA 
Special Event Station, W2MM, 
will operate from 0001 UTC 
December 3 to 2359 UTC 
December 10, 2022. Only 
QCWA members in the US and 
its territories will have an 
opportunity to activate W2MM for this event. More information 
is available at https://qcwa.org/w2mm-special-event.htm

QCWA is also hosting the members-only Worked 75/75 
Members Contest from December 5, 2022, through February 
18, 2023. The contest encourages QCWA members to contact 
a minimum of 75 QCWA members during the contest period. All 
contest entrants will receive a special certificate. Additional 
information is available at https://qcwa.org/1-worked-75-75-
members-contest.htm
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Photography and Ham Radio
by Don, WS4NC

Its also OK if you don't like 
photography, it's kind of a 
smart and  people artistic
hobby anyway.

1200 mm f5.6 lens.  And that price is for a used one.  This is 
the equilivent of a 160-meter beam.  Engineering says it Is 
possible, if you have enough money.  Just like going to the 
moon is possible, if you have enough money.  B&H photo 
sold its little brother (800mm f4 - I think, 8+ condition) a few 
years ago for $120,000, also used.

This is directly applicable 
to ham radio, I promise.  I 
have wanted a full frame 
camera for a while, but 
sadly they are much more 
expensive that the APS-C 
cameras, which have a 
s ma l l e r  s e ns o r  a nd 
therefore multiple the 
focal length of the lens by 
1.5 (more or less).  The 
expense is driven by the 
cost of a large piece of 
silicone for the sensor, 
and larger mirrors and 
optics in the camera.  

The smaller sensor is an advantage if you want to 
shoot things far away, quality telephoto lenses are 
very expensive.  When one wants to shoot indoors it 
is a problem trying to fit most of a room in.  There are 
solutions, yes, they cost money, but less than a 
quality tele lens.  But that issue aside the quality 
depends more on the lens (and the camera 
processing engine), as the smaller sensors are just 
as good for picture quality.  Pick up any modern 
phone, and they take great snapshots with tiny 
sensors.  (And yes, any good photographer can spot 
the difference, but to most people they will not care - 
the differences are artistic and may not apply to 
snapshots.)

An old adage was spend the money on the lens, not 
on the camera, which held fairly well in the film days, 
but less so with digital cameras, as the sensor and 
the imaging engine is very important too in a digital 
camera.  But still a poor quality lens only delivers 
carp (a fish, not a misspelling) to the sensor, 
therefore no matter how good the camera itself, it 
can't do a good job with carp (and I'm not talking 
about the fish here, swap two letters).

Recently I was able to acquire a full-size 35 mm 
sensor Canon camera for a really, really good price 
(about $150 - normally ~$1,400 +/- used).  There 
were two reasons for this.  The original buyer spent 
~5-kilo dollars on the camera, and put a seriously 
crappy Tamron lens on it, with a wide zoom range.  
Carp in, carp out.  To make matters worse, he threw 
the camera manual and the box away, and then 

diddled with all the settings on the camera trying to 
improve things.  You just can't polish carp.  

In the last year I spend considerable time and 
Newsletter space on the complicated controls on a 
modern ham rig.  They are there for a reason.  Not 
knowing how to use them will greatly lower your 
enjoyment of ham radio.  Each brand has a different 
take on how to easily implement these controls, and 
sadly there is just no simple way to do that.  I, and 
many others who understand these controls, have 
mostly agreed that Elecraft did about the best job of 
making them accessible to the informed.  But that 
doesn't really help those who do not know the 
controls purpose in the first place.  This comes from 
some reading and some experience with an 
advanced radio.

But here is my main point:  for us hams, our 
antennas are like the lens on a camera.  Poor lens = 
poor pictures.  Poor antenna = poor radio 
experience.  And tossing the manual away unread 
for any piece of advanced technology is a bad idea.  
The manual is just the start for either of these two 
technologies, you have to do some study of art and 
technique, and then practice those techniques.  
There will always be some thing new to learn.

Yes, you can get some occasionally good shots with 
a brownie camera.  And an older, and much simpler 
ham radio (Swans and Heathkits) will make some 
contacts.  Just as you can still catch fish with a 
worm, a cane pole and a bobber.  But that $250,000 
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boat loaded with some serious tackle might do 
better.  And conditions do come into play.  Not much 
(any?) of a fisherman myself, I once got to go on a 
big deep-sea boat looking for marlin.  There were 
two fish caught that day, neither one was big enough 

Here is the ham equivalent of those expensive Canon 
lenses, a stacked 160-meter 6 element array.  This doesn't 
need to wait for band openings, it just burns a hole right 
through the ionosphere.  The lenses and the antennas 
both focus electromagnetic waves, just at opposite ends 
of the spectrum.

to be called bait.  And I caught one of them.  That 
was just sad.  And conditions.  So there are other 
factors to consider.

Buying a $5,000+ radio and then throwing a random 
piece of wire out the window will work, some - Yes I'm 
looking at me.  Now why don't I have a big antenna?  
Actually I did have a 70-foot tower with a tribander 
once, and some really nice wire antennas, then life 
intervened.  I have been getting by with wires and 
verticals.  But when I bought my house one of the 
conditions was that it had to be high on a hill.  Got 
that.  And I do now have a small tower up on a roof 
and new 3-element beam sitting in the box.  The 
rotor is up, I just need to finish the other pieces.  
Basically life got in the way.  But, as the Vagabonds 
say, I am moving in the right direction.  Just slowly. 

A nice, expensive radio is fun, but the antenna is the 
determining part.  And read the manual, as then do 
some learning about what those complicated 
functions do.  But the antenna is where the effort and 
the money first lies.

And the camera I acquired?  Canon 5D, Mark II.  
There are 3 subsequent models now.  This model 
typically goes for ~$1,200 +/-, more plus than minus, 
on the used market.  High end cameras drop about 
60-80% when there are two-to-three generations 

WHAT IS A GO KIT 
WITHOUT ANTENNAS  

CALLED?

LUGGAGE.
N2AWE
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later models out.  Ham rigs keep their value better.  I 
spent hours getting this camera returned to a 
functional state.  If there was a "reset to factory" I 
couldn't find it.  And besides, it was more 
educational to figure out how to get things back 
manually, one step at a time.  It is every bit as 
complicated as a high-end modern ham rig, with all 
the settings screwed up.  But the first step was to put 
a good lens on it.

A few in the club said we needed a radio that anyone 
could turn on and use over the past two years.  That 
radio would have a power, volume, squelch and a 
40-channel button.  Ham radio, like photography is a 
highly technical hobby and requires some brain 
power if you want to move with the big boys. There 
will always be something new to learn.  W4NC has a 
staion that is for the "big boys".  As an individual, you 
may have a different level of interests.  Maybe just 
FM or CW or FT8 or bakcpacking with a rig or 
satellites or contesting or just rag-chewing or 
emergency service or SSB or nets or fox hunts or 
building new goodies or a combination of all these, 
or something else. It is this diversity of interests that 
makes us strong.

FARC is  moving to a station that can be used by 
almost anyone, at any level with a minimum of 
training, but will be a commanding presence at the 
same time.  That requires some automation to 
protect the radios.  And some complicated functions 
on the radios.  Over the past 30-40 years a core 
group of us has learned some important lessons, 

like how to blow up multi-kilo dollar radios in a multi 
radio station.  Experience is a great teacher, she just 
sends in very high bills for the privilege of teaching 
you.  It is this institutional memory that is important 
to this club.  Meetings and Wed night Zoom sessions 
give us all access to a great depth of experience in 
multiple fields and across multiple interests.

FARC's is building the ham radio equivalent of a 
Formula 1 racer at the Red Cross.  A station that will 
have multiple uses, including emergency services.  
Something that will have a commanding presence, 
not just in the room, but on the air.  This takes time 
and money.  And some automation, which isn't off 
the shelf.  And antennas.  I have heard it said "Why 
do we need to go ahead with the big antennas, these 
pieces of wire work."  Well yes they do.  So does a 
worm and a hook for fishing.  And so does a VW Bug 
engine in your Formula 1 racer.  But it is just not the 
same.  While we are at it, let's put on some bald tires. 
They still hold air.

By the way, for your hobby, if you still have any 
money left over after getting into ham radio, sell your 
ham gear and go into serious photography.  That 
way there can be a bankruptcy in your future.  There 
are some lenses out there that cost more than your 
house did, see the previous page.  There are some 
ham antennas that break the bank too, also previous 
page.  Good lenses outlast any camera body as that 
technology improves faster.  So lenses, like 
antennas, are where you need to plan the 
investment.  In ham radio, go for a better antenna.  
In photography you will always need some other 
very expensive gadget.  Even much more than ham 
radio.  With ham radio, you really can be like a kid 
with a cane pole, a hook and a worm and still have 
fun.  But if you have serious photography ambitions, 
that requires some serious equipment.  The same 
applies to ham radio.

A little bit of knowledge 
and a total lack of vision is 
a very dangerous thing.

In 1889, Charles H. Duell 
was the Commissioner of US 
patent office. He is widely 
quoted as having stated that 
the patent office would soon 
shrink in size, and eventually 
close, because . . .
    “Everything that can be 
i n v e n t e d  h a s  b e e n 
invented.”

There were some scientists in the late 1800s who 
might have vigorously disagreed with that 
statement.  And for the record, there may not be any 
evidence that he actually said that.
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Montana PBS Documentary on 
Ham Radio

by Ken, K2KXK

This is a really nice PBS documentary on our hobby, 
it covers many aspects of ham radio from space 
communications, to moon-bounce, to DXing, to CW 
and more.  Total viewing time is about 25 minutes 
and a really positive and enjoyable view.
 
https://www.montanapbs.org/programs/ham/

Looking for a really cutting-edge project 
for next year?

by Don, WS4NC

While looking for other things, I ran across this amazing project 
for a Raspberry Pi based SDR Cyberdeck.  What is a 
cyberdeck?  Think singals intelligence from DC-to-light (well, 
almost).  Tracks everything from APRS, to airplanes, to just 
about anything that emits RF.  If this is a ham project, just think 
about what the military is doing today (like in Ukraine).  Built 
into a nice tan Pelican case, this is a super nice package, and 
while it is a big project, most of it is from off-the-shelf parts.  
Right now, the hardest part might be getting some Raspberry 
Pis, they are in short supply.  

https://hackaday.io/project/174301-raspberry-pi-sdr-
cyberdeck

HAVE SEEN FOUR OF THESE ON ONE DAY IN 
THE LAST MONTH, INCLUDING ONE ON I-40 

BETWEEN PETERS CREEK AND HANES 
MALL BLVD JUST SECONDS BEFORE I CAME 
ALONG.  DRIVE CAREFULLY.  THE DEER HAD 

A BAD DAY TOO.
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Shop & Tech Talk

is back on EVERY Wednesday 
night at 7:30 PM.  Zoom ID: 549 621 
524 log in is club call lower case.  
This is your opportunity to get help 
with items like all thoose pesky 
computer issues, getting all the 
programs to work and play nicely 
with each other.   Technical topics.  
What’s on the bands. You are not 
an island, we can help you with any 
issue you have.  Or we can just 
chat and shoot the breeze.  Either 
way.

HOW'S YOUR PROJECT
COMING ALONG FOR 

JANUARY SHOW-&-TELL?

THINGS ARE COMING 
ALONG NICELY.

THINGS:

*NEW* W4NC Club Loaner Program

Have you ever wanted to borrow an antenna 
analyzer, power supply, coax, mobile antenna, or 
even an HF tranceiver?  W4NC is reviving and 
updating its , whereby dues LOANER PROGRAM
paying members can borrow Club equipment for a 
short time.  

Contact Sam Poindexter, NI4TG or any club officer 
with your request before taking equipment.  
Equipment will be checked in and out via a log in the 
shack.  Below is a list of available equipment and 
maximum times out.  We have budgeted $500 in 
2023 to purchase additional equipment to be 
available in the future*.  Please note that we must 
respect Club needs such as Field Day first.

 LOANER EQUIPMENT MAXIMUM TIME OUT

 Yaesu HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Kenwood HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Icom 706 HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Power Supplies 60 days
 10 Meter Vertical 60 days
 MFJ Antenna Analyzer Two weeks
 Potato Gun* Two weeks
 Coax 60 days
 Mag Mount VHF-UHF antenna* 30 days
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Greetings:

Merry Christmas, … but 
d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  o u r 
D e c e m b e r  d i n n e r 
meeting is scheduled at 
Mi Pueblo Mexican Grill, 
644 S Strat ford Rd, 
Winston-Salem, as it has 
been in the past several 
years .  Chr is tmas is 
almost here!

I hope you were able to join Tim Duffy, K3LR, from 
DX Engineering for his ZOOMed program on 
“Building Antennas” at the last club meeting. 
Building “stuff” has been part of Ham Radio since 
before it was Ham Radio. 

Speaking of building “stuff”, be sure to get your latest 
handy work ready for the January club “Home Brew” 
program.

Last month, I asked that when at the Red Cross 
building (club shack) that we all refrain from parking 
on the sidewalk in front of the building. I want to 
thank everyone for making this request part of your 
normal routine. This allows the Red Cross to present 
to their donors a professional looking entrance.

New Space Project:

The New Shack hosted an open house this past 
month. We used an SSB Sweepstakes contest as a 
theme for opening the new facility for view and use to 
our members and friends. Those who were able to 
attend had a good time, but if you missed this 
opportunity, keep an eye on this news letter to see 
when the next open house session will be coming 
up.

Thanks again to all who have volunteered their time 
and talents on this New Space project. You can get 
on a list to be notified of upcoming work parties by 
sending a request to be added to the Volunteer 
Email list to:    We wa3rtc <at> almondtree <.com>.
will continue to make use of this list for future work on 

the shack as well as a source of helping our fellow 
hams with some of their ham radio projects.

Upcoming Meetings and Topics of interest: 

As mentioned above, January is our “Home Brew” 
program. We will also have a short presentation on 
our “Remote Hams” operations with an in person / 
hands on follow up of Remote Hams on a Saturday 
skills session.  

We have several other topics in mind for future 
meetings including another Harold lead adventure in 
Hunting Foxes. 

Maybe you have an idea you would like to see 
explored at an FARC group training session. Please 
let one of your club officers know your ideas. 

73’s Steve WA3RTC

December President’s Column
by Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

GOT UR PROJECT READY
FOR JANUARY SHOW-&-TELL?
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Dues Renewal Season!

Renewing your dues has 
never been easier.  Go to 
www.w4nc.com, sign in 
(or register if you haven't 
registered before), goto 
to the bottom of the page 
a nd  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a 
Renewal button.  Click 
that, you will see a form 
like the one at the right.  It 
will walk you through the process, update our 
database, and you can enter pay with a credit or 
debit card.  Dues are $25/year.  Family members 
are free.  $2.08/month = cheap!

But, But . . . I'm a Luddite . . .

Well, despite your, um, feature, we are still happy to 
have you, and we have systems in place to work with 
you.  If you are technophobic, internetophobic, or 
just plain strange (you'll fit in with many of us), you 
can fill out a membership form near the last page of 
any Newsletter and bring it with you to a club 
meeting and give it to either Secretary Stacy or 
Treasurer Kent along with a check or cash.  Stacey 
will happily take a club and enter your data on her 
keyboard.  

What!?  Can't make it to a club meeting?  Did you 
know that there is someone who for just over half a 
dollar, will take an envelope from your house and 
walk it all the way to the club?  He is called the 
Postman.  Tell the nice Postman you want to send a 
letter to:

FARC, Inc.
PO Box 11361 

Winston-Salem, NC, 27116
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Revised ARRL Club Commission 
Program 

by Kent Englebert, WS4Z
Treasurer FARC

The ARRL Affiliated Club Commission Program 
allows ARRL Affiliated Clubs, like the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club, to earn a commission on new 
and renewing regular ARRL memberships.

Each new ARRL member earns the club a $15.00 
commission. A new member is defined as someone 
that that never been an ARRL member or a returning 
member that has not been a member for two years 
or more. Each renewal now earns the club a $5.00 
commission. Multi-year memberships earn only one 
commission and memberships are not eligible for 
any special membership incentives.

The process to apply is the same for new and 
renewing members. Each new or renewing ARRL
member should fill out the Membership Application 
for Affiliated Clubs.  A copy is available in this 
newsletter ( ) and on the w4nc.com last page
website. Payment in full can be  by made to ARRL
check or  credi t  card .  ARRL membersh ip 
applications cannot be submitted or paid for thru the 
w4nc.com website.

You can turn in your application and payment at any 
membership meeting, business meeting or mail 
your application and payment to Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, PO Box 11361, Winston Salem NC,  
27116.

If you have any questions, drop me an email at 
treasurer@w4nc.com.

ARRL AFFILATED CLUB
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ARRL, Alfred E. Neuman, and 
ARRL Life Membership

Huh?  What do these things have in common?  I'll 
get to that.

ARRL has two levels for Life Membership.  If you are 
69 and under, then it is $1225 to join as a life 
member.  If you are 70 and over then it is $750.

Some of us (more experienced?) hams remember 
stopping by the local store and plunking down a 
dime for a copy of MAD Magazine.  To those of a 
certain age, Alfred E. Newman and the totally 
inspired cartoon artistry of Don Martin made our day.  
The April, 1967 copy of 73 Magazine even had a 
variation of Alfred E. Newman on the cover.  QST, of 
course, has too much dignity for such.

Originally published as a comic, 
rumor has it that MAD converted to a 
magazine in1955 to avoid the 
Comics Code Authority, brought to 
us by the US Senate Hearing on 
Juvenile Delinquency.  Congress is such an expert 
on juvenile delinquency, obviously.  Apparently 
booger jokes are a gateway for the Seduction of the 
Innocent.[1]

So what does this have to do with ARRL Life 
Membership?  In August of this year Alfred and MAD 
turned 70 years old.  So Alfred qualifies for the lower 
ARRL life member rate.  No news on how much a 
life-time subscription to MAD costs, or if one is 
available.  Next  April, when I turn 70, I hope to 
upgrade.

1.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seduction_of_the_Innocent
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DX Operations for December 2022
By Dick, W4PID

General

Club Log now has FARC at #94 
in the league listings.  Our 
average of DXCC’s in the club 
is 214 and with an average of 
19 operating years.  Even with 
old codgers like myself and a 
few more I won’t name, we are 
a very young and vibrant club in 
Club Log terms.  The FARC 
numbers have improved, 
meaning folks have been taking advantage of the 
expeditions and more active fixed stations in rare 
entities. Continue to upload your logs, and continue 
to suggest others in the club do the same.

If you’re interested in DX, the next 60 days will be a 
very fascinating time.  There are new entities 
coming on via expedition including Bouvet (#2 
most wanted),   and Crozet Island (#3) Sable 
Island (#50).  I mention Sable in this preamble 
because it is close by, so you can almost be 
guaranteed that you will work them on some band.  
As you chase this group, remember North Carolina’s 
own Will Roberts AA4NC(SK) was an integral part of 
planning this expedition, as well as activating many 
other sites around the world.  He will be missed.

News not so positive.  DX0NE to Spratly has 
been cancelled.  

Note that much of this info pertains to January as 
well as December.  The number of expeditions in 
December may be a bit down, thanks to the 
holidays.  There are still nice entities to be had out 
there, and an exceptional source for that information 
is:

http://www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw
_timeline_1_1.php

ACTIVITY

Crozet Island  

Continued on the next page

W4PID

The authority on information for this trip is located at 
http://crozet2022.r-e-f.org/home.html 

Note that there are other info sites but this one is 
‘from the horses mouth’ and there is other info that is 
not correct but published on very well known sites.  
You can also trust the DX World site in the credits 
below.  The above mentioned site comes up in 
French, but you can mess with it a bit and finally find 
the English translations.

The expedition will be on the air around December 
20.  The end of transmission from the island will be 
January 26.  They have authorization to be on the air 
for three weeks during this time period.  These 
limitations are due to the nature of scientific 
programs being carried out on the island and the 
desire to cause minimal interference to these 
programs from ham radio.

Bouvet Island 

We have been talking about Bouvet for the last 5 
years.  There have been two attempts on the island 

EDITORS NOTE:
BOUVET IS A REALLY
BIG DEAL.  SO IS CROZET.
DON'T MISS THEM!
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in that period of time, both ending in failure.  Well into 
6 figures has been spent on these failed expeditions.  
The authority on this expedition is found at 
https://www.3y0j.no/ 

You can expect this to be a fabulous expedition, 
based on the crew and their training.  There are a 
total of 12 operators in the team, and those ops have 
a total history of 134 expeditions.   Notable to FARC 
members is Cezar, VE3LYC who put on a 
tremendous FARC program concerning his 
expedition experiences.  

The web site has WAY more information than I can 
recite here.  Please take advantage of the link above 
for accurate information concerning the expedition.  
They expect to leave on the boat on January 13, be 
at sea for 10 days, be on the island for 22 days, and 
then return.  Get your calendar marked for this 
event, it will be a WHILE 
before it comes along 
again.  Please note that 
the dates above are not 
cast in stone, and you 
need to be watching the 
web site and DX World for 
the best info.  The official 
page for DX World is 
https://www.dx-world.net/3y0j-dxpedition-to-
bouvet-island/

Sable Island

CY0S will be active March 20-29, 2023.  Their 
website is

https://t-rexsoftware.com/cy0s/index.htm

Republic of the Congo

https://www.dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/t33t-1028x640.png

BOUVET
ISLAND

https://www.state.gov/countries-areas/republic-of-the-congo/

TN8K will be on the air January 6 – 21.  This is a full 
featured expedition by 8 experienced operators.  
Their website is https://www.cdxp.cz/

Bangladesh

https://s21dx.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/s21dx-as140-front-1024x668-1.jpg

S21DX, will be operational once again from this 
fairly remote entity.  I have mentioned this group 
many times here.  This is a shoestring operation that 
produces very good signals in NC, and I expect this 
trip will be nothing less.  See https://s21dx.org/

Please note that these folks depend a lot on simple 
small donations from hams across the world.  Their 
website has all the donation information.

Rotuma

Antoine has returned to Rotuma to be active until 
December 20.  Please see https://www.dx-
world.net/3d2ag-p-rotuma-2022/  for details.

Continued on the next page

CY0S
SABLE ISLAND

/
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https://www.dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IMG_1916-1024x768.jpg

Other entities I’d like to point out are listed below.  
Not extremely rare, but if you don’t have them then 
they are as good as the Republic of North Korea for 
boosting your DXCC count *and* improving FARC’s 
standing in the Club Log League standings.  All of 
these calls have been recently heard on the bands.

AP2SD – XZ2B – 3X1A – D2EB – FW1JG 
3B9FR – FG5FU – VP9/SP9FIH – FO5QB

The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing 
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.  
The following links will take you to multiple sources 
of information concerning DX activities.  This 
column would like to take the opportunity to credit 
the following websites for a majority of our news.

https://dx-world.net 
https://www.425DXN.org
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html

73 DE W4PID

November Puzzle
 Now a December Puzzle

by Don, WS4NC

I didn't have time to write up a through answer to this, 
so I'm going to hold it over to January, or possibly 
February.  There are more than a few people in this 
club who went through my RJR "Preschool" which 
included a through coverage of op amps.  And a few 
who have some advanced circuit skills.  I really don't 
know why that class terrorized some (ok, most) 
people.  Once a few rules are locked into your head, 
they really are simple and mostly just Ohms law.  
The answer just an advanced application of those 
simple four rules moved to the real world.  And rule 
#4 was "Op Amps R Fun"!

November Puzzle

What is wrong with this circuit?
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NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date 
information

Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom meeting, ID: 
549 621 524 Password: club call lower case letters.  An informal 
project group for help, discussions and “war stories”.

Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and 
December.  Saturday, December 3, 2022, 11:00 AM at 
Yarborought's Steak Huse, Lexington, NC. ALL members and 
guests are welcome! . ALL members and guests are welcome!   
When:  We plan to start at 11AM with the Program FIRST then 
introductions, some business and the program.  Board business 
will be later.  There will be a program.  And with a few door 
prizes.ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your 
Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.853 +/- MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday 
morning.  See
    for more details.  https://www.qsl.net/qcwa126/

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC High 
Point Amateur Radio Club meets the first Monday of each month.  
The J & S Cafeteria has closed for business and therefore the 
venue for the HPARC meeting has changed to:  Mario's Pizza, 
2645 North Main Street, High Point, NC 27265.  The HPARC 
meets on the first Monday of each month at 6:30 pm, Come early if 
you want to eat.  The meeting usually begins at 6:00 PM with 
many members gathering for a meal around 5:30 PM.   For 
updates, please make sure you check our club newsletter, which 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  c l u b  w e b s i t e  a t 
https://www.w4ua.org/newsletter.htm (Updated 03/13/22 Thanks 
to Keith - KA4JAH)

Last Saturday:  The High Point FCC Testing session is on the 
last Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory 
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 

27260. Current status:  we have resumed limited testing,  no 
more than 6 candidates,  pre-registration is required.  
Reservations required 3 days in advance. You need to bring two 
forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by 
cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on the 
W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David Macchiarolo at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 8/9/20 
Thanks to David AJ4TF) 

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing Current status:  we have 
resumed limited testing,  no more than 6 candidates,  pre-
registration is required. The Greensboro session is the last 
Saturday of each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United 
Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point Road, Greensboro, 
NC 27407. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring two 
forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by 
cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on the 
W4VEC.ORG web site. (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   IN-PERSON :
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at 
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We 
are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. 
For more info on each meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The last 
information I have is that this club is no longer active.  Several 
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 
1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. IN-PERSON 
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN

4th Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting.  Via Zoom.  See www.rars.org for more details.  
[updated 12/22]

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Now at the 
Red Cross Blood Services building, please wear a mask.  Zoom 
ID:  294 418 122 Password: club call lower case letters.  FCC 
exams offered starting at 6:00 PM sharp.  

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan 
County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  The Rowan 
Amateur Radio Society  has started combined meetings (in 
person and Zoom ) on the second Mondays for the rest of the 
year. Zoom Particulars are meeting ID 898 9111 4288 and 
Passcode 957500 Programs may include equipment 
demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just open 
discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/  (updated 2/14/21 by Ralph, 
WB4AQK)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business 
Meeting  , . ZOOM WILL ALSO WORK. Open to all NOW 66 PIZZA
FARC members and interested visitors.  Back again at 66 Pizza, 
on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind Village 
Tavern, and on Zoom.  At 66 Pizza we start arriving for dinner 
about 5:30-ish, the meeting is at 7:30.  Spend some money, 66 
Pizza needs to get through the past years troubles.

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN usually held at Sarah’s Kabob 
Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,  at 6:00 

THIS IS NOW IN CALENDAR FORM

SEE NEXT PAGE

Continued on the next page

WEATHER HAS BEEN NICE LATELY.
IF I CAN FIND MY LEISURE SUIT

THEN I CAN DRESS FOR THE MID-
SEVENTIES TOO, FOR WINTER FIELD DAY.
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NETS

New Swap and Trade Net - There will be a new swap and trade 
net starting up on 6 meters 53.25 N4YR repeater -1.0 MHz, tone 
is 100 Hz. This will start on Jan. 5, 2022 at 8PM.

Thursdays:  8:30 PM Forsyth County Auxcomm net on 
145.47 MHZ. 3rd Thursdays are training programs on Zoom at 
8:00PM. 

Thursdays:  9:00 PM  2 Meter SSB on 144.200 MHz

Sundays:  8:30 PM  6 meter SSB net on 50.155 MHZ

Sundays:   CW Legacy Net every Sunday from 12:30-1:45 
p.m. every Sunday afternoon on 7.060.  All speeds and 
brands of rigs welcome.  Net control:  Rick, WO8L 

Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 3923 kHz Nightly 
1930.

South Carolina/North Carolina National Traffic System CW 
Nets
3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) Carolinas Slow Net
3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)
3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),

The  have been Ten-Tec Legacy CW slow net and CW fast net
discontinued.  

The  nets operate on:Ten-Tec Legacy SSB
3.927 MHz on Saturday morning from 6:00 am until 9:30 am 
7.195 MHz on Sunday afternoon from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm
Any radio type is welcome.  Netlogger is the preferred check-in 
method but CQ calls are made for those that don't have access 
to Netlogger.  More information can be found at www.groups.io 
(search for Ten-Tec Legacy nets).

PM to  eat,  7:00 PM to meet.   Ver i fy the dates at 
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

3rd Tuesdays:  The Winston-Salem Project Group,  now at 
Red Cross.  Goto www.almondtree.com for details.

3rd Tuesdays:  Mars Hill, The High Appalachian Mountain 
Amateur Radio Society (HAMARS) meets on the third Tuesday of 
every month at 7 p.m. The meetings, typically inside Day Hall on 
the campus of Mars Hill University, have been moved online due 
to COVID-19. Current Hams and those interested in becoming an 
amateur radio operator are welcome. Each meeting addresses a 
basic or more advanced communications topic.  Also weekly net:  
The net meets at 7:00 PM each Tuesday (except the third 
Tuesday) on 3810 KHz LSB. We simulcast over Zoom for those 
with no HF access.  https://www.hamars.club/

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association Eat 
IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at 6:30pm and the 
meeting is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market 
St reet  in  Greensboro  27409.   Ver i fy  the da tes a t 
http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

2nd Saturdays:  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd 
Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville.  8:30 to 
meet and eat.  Check NC4AR.org for any last minute changes in 
time or venue.  (Updated 2/28/2020 by John, W8LWX)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN 
http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS  
UNKNOWN   http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually meets in Cary.  
Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING  
STATUS UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will be 
held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions 
are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless 
otherwise announced.  http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not 
been updated for a while.)

Last Mondays:  Lexington, NC  Healing Springs Mountain VHF 
Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in Dec.)  
Currently Speedy’s BBQ, 1317 Winston Rd, Lexington, NC 27295 
Meeting is at 6:30, come early for supper.   (Updated 12/9/2020 
by Bill, W4EXT)

2nd Tuesdays:  Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio 
Club, W4AMC  BARC's Next Meeting On ZOOM and in Person! 
June 8, 2021, 7 PM.  The meeting will be on ZOOM. See front 
page article in the April, 2020 Ham Chatter for details on setting up 
and signing in. Contact Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, for details if 
you are having trouble setting up.  In Person will be at the 
Oakwood School, in the Music Room. 4000 MacGregor Rd, 
Greenville, NC. 699 723 8982 club call March 9th Meeting at 7pm, 
07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada), Be to check the 
*What's New* page <http://www.w4amc.com/barcnew.html> on 
the BARC web site often.  Many times the site is updated several 
times a week with breaking news. 

4th Tuesday RARS Gathering at the Ridge Road Baptist Church 
starting at 7pm. The church is at 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh 

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to 
send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include 
any updates or additions.



, 2022 FARC Newsletter 39Page 



, 2022 FARC Newsletter 40Page 

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting 14 November 
2022

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Cal l  to Order  and 
W e l c o m e :  T h e  1 4 
November 2022 meeting 
of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club at the Red 
Cross Blood Services 
building, 650 Coliseum 
Drive, was called to order 
b y  P r e s i d e n t  S t e v e 
Patterson (WA3RTC) at 
1 9 3 0  h o u r s .  S t e v e 

tell. February is Bill Morine (N2COP) with the ARRL. 
March is the annual Skywarn training. April is Gray 
Fulk (WX4F) moon bounce. Programs will be asked 
to be limited to 30-45 minutes.

7. Treasurer’s Report: Kent Englebert (WS4Z) 
presented a brief treasurers report. Our balance in 
the bank is $16,832.69. Dues are coming up at the 
end of January. Easiest way to renew is through the 
w4nc.com website. There will be no change in the 
price of dues.  If you would like to sign up to the 
ARRL or renew with the ARRL and it is done through 
the club, the club will receive a small fee as a referral 
bonus. We have received $30 from this program to 
date. W4NC ballcaps still available. Holidays are 
coming up, so please remember Amazon Smile.

8. Field Day: Winter Field Day is on the last full 
weekend in January which is the 28th and 29th. The 
club will operate as a 3A. It is presented by the 
Winter Field Day Association. We will run at Miller 
Park in Winston Salem during normal park hours. 
2023 Rules are now out and can be viewed at 
winterfieldday.com. All club coax has now been 
repaired and is in good operating condition.

9. Technical Report: Congratulations to Willard who 
received his Extra over 2 months. First testing 
session, 9 people were scheduled to take the exam, 
8 passed their exams. The second session, 3 took 
the exams, and 1 passed. Thank you to all the VEs. 

10. New Space Committee: The group has been 
working over a year getting the new shack together. 
Two radios are up and running with 2 antennas. The 
shack is to be ‘officially christened’ this coming 
weekend, the 19th at 2pm at an open house event. 
This  coincides wi th the ARRL November 
sweepstakes. The contest begins at 4pm on 
Saturday and runs to 10pm the following day. Come 
down and see the shack and work the contest with 
fellow club members. No experience necessary, 
there will be plenty of people to assist. The shack will 
close down around midnight on Saturday and pick 
back up Sunday morning unless there is ample 
interest to stay overnight. Remote Hams is in test at 
the moment. Everything is looking good so far. Ken 
Kayser (K2KXK) will make a short 10-minute 
presentation at the January meeting, followed by a 
weekend workshop on how to use the Remote 
Hams system for those who are interested.

11. Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made 

welcomed all attendees, approximately 37, as well 
as those on Zoom, for joining us this evening and 
invited each to give their name and callsign. 

2. Announcements:  The upcoming business 
meeting will be next Monday at Sixty-Six Pizzeria on 
Frontis Plaza Street, right near Academy Sports. 
The meeting starts at 7:30; we get there between 
6:00 and 7:30 to eat and hang around until 9 or so. 
The Red Cross has asked us not to park on the 
sidewalk area when working on or in the shack. Due 
to budgeting issues for the Red Cross, the tree will 
not be trimmed until early next year at the earliest. 
The project club is back meeting in person. 3rd 
Tuesday at 7:30 pm at the club shack. Next hamfest 
is coming up in April. Bruce Bailiff announced a 
winter weather spotter talk on November 15th by 
WFOGSP.

3. Program:  This month’s program was by Tim Duffy 
(K3LR) from DX Engineering on building antennas.

4. Media Committee: Any submissions for the 
newsletter should be in by November 30th. CW 
Class is being scheduled for February at the shack. 
Bring your own key. If you’re interested contact Don 
at newsletter[at]w4nc.com.

5. December Meeting: The December 12th holiday 
club meeting will be held at Mi Pueblo on Stratford 
Road at 7:30. Come early around 6pm and get a bite 
to eat.

6. Programs: January will be the annual show and 

W1LLO
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Minutes of the Business Meeting of 
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club – 
12 November 2022

By Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board 
of Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, was held on Monday, 21 November 
2022 at Sixty-Six Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, Winston 
Salem.  The meeting was called to order by FARC 
President Steve Patterson, WA3TRC, at 1930 
hours, welcoming all meeting attendees as well as 
those on Zoom.

2. Meeting Attendees:  The 21 meeting attendees 
were Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, Doug MacArthur 
W4STH, Kent Englebert WS4Z, Sam Poindexter 
NI4TG, Michael Pope K4OLD, Judson Davis 
KG4OHQ, Van Key KC4WSK, Steve Patterson 
WA3RTC, Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM, Bill Lawry 
W2TJF, Jeff Webster KX4ZQ, Ken Kayser K2KXK, 
Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Jerry Minor K4GW, Don 
Edwards WS4NC, Harold Richardson N4HER, Mike 

Vernon W4MAV, Crystal Austin W4CAA, David 
Nicholson N2AWE, David Shoaf KC4X, and Robert 
Meier AA9AU.

3.  Announcements:  Upcoming Programs: 
December is the annual Christmas dinner; gather at 
6pm at Mi Pueblo on Stratford Road. January will be 
the annual show and tell. February is Bill Morine 
(N2COP), he is the assistant Roanoke director. 
March is the annual Skywarn training. April is Gray 
Fulk (WX4F) moon bounce. An updated training 
workshop for Remote hams will be scheduled as a 
special event on Saturday, January 14th. 
Submission to be written up and sent to ARRL club 
news. Training session to be held to instruct on 
shack automation when completed.

4. Hamfest: The next hamfest will be April 15th with 
load in on the 14th. Volunteers are needed.

5. Field Day: Field Day results were posted in the 
December QST. 2804 QSOs for a total of 12,562 
points. 103 participants and visitors over the two 
days, which is the second most engagement in the 
country. Winter Field Day is planned for the last full 
weekend in January, the 28th and 29th, and the club 
will be participating as 3O. Operations to be held at 
Miller Park.

6. Media Committee: Submissions for the newsletter 
are due as soon as possible, no later than November 
30th.

7. Treasurer’s Report: Kent Englebert (WS4Z) 
presented a brief treasurers report. Bank balance is 
$15,799.00 which does not include a recent 
donation of $2500, and $160 from the sale of the 
tower pieces. The draft budget for next year was 
passed around for board review. The budget was 
voted on and passed.

8. House Committee: As the shack nears 
completion, effort will be made to decorate the shack 
with awards and photos. Jennifer Daniels (KC2MEI) 
has volunteered for this assignment. Possibility of a 
small refrigerator for the shack was discussed. 
Additional doorbell to be purchased for interior door.

9. New Programs: Looking for volunteers to be an 
Elmer for new hams. Ken Kayser (K2KXK) has 
volunteered to be the Elmer coordinator. A write up 
of this program will be in an upcoming newsletter. 
Equipment for loan will be available with different 

and seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 2038 local 
time.

12. Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below is a 
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.

Harold Richardson N4HER, Steve Patterson 
WA3RTC, Michael Pope K4OLD, Stacey MacArthur 
W1LLO, Doug MacArthur W4STH, Bill Lawry 
W2TJF, Judson Davis KG4OHQ, David Nicholson 
N2AWE, Don Edwards WS4NC, Bruce Bailiff 
WB4QCM, Robert Meier AA9AU, Jerry Minor 
K4GW, Jeff Hunter KO4WZY, Rick McCullough 
KN4OWZ, Jeff Stafford AC4YN, Harlan Cobert 
W1HRC, Keith Thomas KA4JAH, Nathan Sharp 
KQ4CMO, Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Jeff Webster 
KX4ZQ, Jim Cole KJ4DFE, Nick Hunter W4NPH, 
Gordon Saunders KW4CZ, Jose Privado YS2JCP, 
Dan O’Leary KG4ECI, Michael Culbreth W4CZJ, 
Jim Meek KN4UOP, Wayne Yankee KO4BUD, 
David Prudhomme K4PDP, Van Key KC4WSK, Patti 
Bitner K4AGV, Doc Holliday WB4DOC, Wayne 
Collins KK4ZHL, Buddy Dapolito KQ4DUN, Ken 
Kayser K2KXK, Crystal Austin W4CAA, and Mike 
Vernon W4MAV.
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loan times for different types of equipment. This 
program aims to attract and retain new members 
and provide value of membership. A logbook will be 
developed to track approved equipment and must 
be approved by an officer. $500 will be set aside to 
purchase equipment for this program.

10. New Space Committee: Multiple workdays these 
past weeks. Boxes have been installed. The next 
step will be making the fiber runs as well as power 
installed at the boxes. Due to budgeting issues for 
the Red Cross, the tree will not be trimmed until early 
next year at the earliest. The tower will be looked at 
afterwards. Temporary lines will be raised for 
approval of placement from the Red Cross. 2m/70m 
capability will be established before the end of the 
year.

11.  Adjournment of Meeting:  Motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made, seconded, and meeting was 
adjourned at 2058 hours.

From the Waybac machine:

Lafayette HA-350.  These were actually decent 
receivers, and still are.  Made by Trio-Kenwood in 
Japan and sold exclusively by Lafayette Radio in the 
US.  Lafayette was either love it or hate.  But this 
radio was decent for its day.  If you find one at a good 
price (watch for rust) it might be a good toy to play 
with.  Probably the caps are bad, and hopefully, no 
one tried to "tune it up".  The tuning was a little fast 
but the selectivty was sharp with a mechanical filter.  
They are approaching 50 years old, so caps and 
tubes are something to watch out for, but otherwise it 
might make a good companion to a vintage QRP 
transmitter.
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Newsletter Classified
If you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list your callsign 
along with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two Newsletters.  
I can include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it - it will drop 
after two months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  Any 
offers?  Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

HY-GAIN BEAM/ROTOR/COAX
Hy-Gain Tribander beam, with rotor and coax.  On the ground.  
Call George Lemons 336 Seven Six Two 6496

Classifieds continued on the next page

HEATHKIT STUFF

Just got the Heath Warrior.   4X811, better than an MFJ AL-811H, about 
100lb!  FANTASTIC, looks brand new, local shack.  Also have 
Marauder, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m, AM, CW, SSB, vastly updated DX-100. If 
anyone wants a pair, this is it.  Unusual to see this condition and 
rovenance.
Club sale, $800  Also:  SX-101, not seen, but comparable, I'm sure, 
$300.  SB-300, near spotless, three filters.  I'll be checking, $200.  All for 
sale.  contact Wilson Lamb, infomet <at> embarqmail <dot> com

YAESU FT-60

My 94 year old father, who has dementia, has a 6 year old Yaesu FT-60 
that has never been used. I don't want it to go to waste and will sell it very 
cheap ($50) to someone that can get use out of it. He has been an 
amatuer ham radio operator for some 70 years but cannot operate 
radios any more. Thanks, John  -John Fuller ( john <at> 
fullerarchitecture <dot> com )

CLASSIFIED ADS

LOST AND FOUND
A t  t h e  W S  H a m f e s t , 
someone bought a Zenith 
Radio and forgot to pick up 
the back panel.  I am 
unsure of the exact model, 
but it will be like the one in the picture. If that was you 
contact dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I am 
holding it for you.

At the club shack someone left a 
Listenup hearing assist device 
there.  If this is you contact 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  
I am holding it for you.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
RIG BLASTER ADVANTAGE EXTERNAL 

SOUND CARD

I am selling a Rig Blaster Advantage External Sound 
Card . This rig gives access to the digital services 
such as FT8. Works remarkably well!  I used it for 2 
months until I bought a rig with its own internal card. 
It will support virtually any radio.  West Mountain 
R a d i o  s e l l s  t h e  R i g  B l a s t e r  f o r  $ 2 1 0 .  
http://www.westmountainradio.com/product_info.p
hp?products_id=rb_adv

West Mountain has superb telephone support for 
this unit!  The reviewers on eHam.net rave about this 
r i g :  h t tps : / /www.eham.ne t / rev iews/v iew-
product?id=9765  

Price is $89.  David Rodwell, WB0QOA, david <at> 
davidrodwell <dot> com  336 nine nine five 8863

RADIO SHACK PRO-2096 DIGITAL TRUCKING 
SCANNER

I am selling my Radio Shack PRO-2096 Digital 
Trunking Scanner. They seem to be bringing 
between $200 to $250 on eBay. Everything included 
in original box is there.  This scanner was created 
after all the changes in emergency comms following 
9/11.   eHam gave i t  4 .3 s tars out  o f  5: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . e h a m . n e t / r e v i e w s / v i e w -
product?id=4901

Price is $150.  David Rodwell, WB0QOA, david <at> 
davidrodwell <dot> com  336 nine nine five 8863

Classifieds continued on the next page
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ZENITH TRANSOCEANIC H-500

Zenith Transoceanic H-500.  Cabinet is in very good 
condition, just dusty.  The wavemagnet is slightly 
heat wraped, telescoping antenna is in good 
condition, the remote cable is in the back, knobs are 
missing.  This model has the fairly uncommon 
ballast tube in the back for AC power to stabalize the 
filiaments.  This is a perfect canidate for restoration.  
Price is $50.  Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda 
Darr 336 Six Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr 
<at> gmail <dot> com 

VIZ WP-707A DUAL POWER SUPPLY

Amazingly still in the original box and looks unused 
and still shiny with the original manual.  Dual supply, 
0-25 volts, 0-2 Amp.  Price is $75.  Pickup in 
Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six Eight Nine 
2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> com 

VIZ VOLTOHMYST V WV-534A
B7K 520B TRANSISTOR TESTOR

Introduced in 1979, the last of the line of VIZ (RCA) 
Voltohmyst meters.  From 1979 Electronic 
Magazine review:  "For technicians who prefer a 
VTVM-type of analog multimeter, VIZ offers the 
super-deluxe WV-534A Volt Ohmyst M. Some of the 
features include: automatic polarity with plus and 
minus indication, ac and dc voltages between 0.05V 
and 1500V full scale, high- and low-power ohms 
ranges, and both dc and ac current."  B&K 520 
transistor testor. VTVM Price is $25. B&K $20.  
Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six 
Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> 
com 

A WHATIZT

Very nice project box.  It is a little dusty, not sure of 
it's intended purpose, but it is in a nice commercial 
19-inch aluminum case.  It appears that it would be 
easy to make a new front panel.  Price is $10.  
Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six 
Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> 
com

Classifieds continued on the next page
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CLASSIFIED ADS

COMPLETE HEATHKIT SB-102 STATION

Graciously donated to FARC by Garland Elmore, 
KB9CP, this is a complete Heathkit station which he 
built in college in the mid 1960s.  (See August FARC 
Newsletter.)  It has the rare SB-630 station console, 
the almost as rare SB-610 monitor scope, SB-200 
amplifier, speaker, power supply, even the rarely 
seen Heathkit  HDP-21A (Electrovice 638) 
microphone.  And the original manuals. The SB-102 
needs the o-rings replaced and some minor work.  
Nothing is tested as it hasn't been powered up in 
some years. It is all together for sale, as-is, for $1000 
OBO, We would prefer to not break it up at this time.  
Prefer it be picked up in Winston-Salem, but if not 
sold by then it will be going to the Rockhill and/or 
Benson Hamfest.  One owner, built in 1967

Complete Vintage SB Series Station Built by owner, Includes:
  Heathkit SB-102 Transceiver, Serial #138-137125
  Heathkit SB-200 Linear Amplifier, Serial #05214
  Heathkit SB-600 Speaker with Integrated SB-102 
 Power Supply, Serial #00202
  Heathkit SB-610 Monitor Scope, Serial #05203
  Heathkit SB-630 Station Console, Serial #129-130107
  Heathkit HDP-21A Microphone

Contact David Shoaf, KC4X email:  KC4X <at> mail 
<dot> com or 336  three nine nine 7194

1 HP MOTOR - PARTS - PROJECT BOXES

There are assorted small parts, parts cabinets, a 1-
HP motor, 4 new project boxes.  If these things don't 
sell, they will be at the WS Hamfest in April.   Pickup 
in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six Eight 
Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> com

AUXCOM

If you are interested in AUXCOM, check out:

https://fcauxcomm.org/
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Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

by Don, WS4NC

critical I may hold it for the next month. And earlier is 
always helpful.

Thanks to all contributors this month; to Dick, 
W4PID for now 3 years of his DX column, to Kent for 
all his work as Treasurer; to our president Steve, for 
looking after all of this; to Mike, K4OLD, our VP, for 
programs and just for being Mike; to Stacey, 
W1LLO, for the minutes and for some funnies.  And 
thanks to all who make FARC such a smooth 
running organization.  

Now go write something, and take some pictures, 
with a January theme, so I’ll have something for 
January.  Or bring something for Show-&-Tell.
                                                                        dit dit

OK, at my page maxium 
this month, again.  Some 
things didn't make it in 
this month.

Deadlines:  preferred 
two Wednesdays before 
the club meeting.  That 
gives me some time to 
lay it out.  If time isn’t 

Amazon Smile iPhone
by Stacey, W1LLO

AmazonSmile is now supported on the iPhone Amazon app! If you 
make most of your purchases through your phone, you now have 
the option to automatically have Amazon donate a small 
percentage of your purchase price to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club. Simply go to ‘Settings’ then ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the 
instructions to turn it on. Please note, you will have to occasionally 
repeat this process every so often to keep your AmazonSmile 
charity selection activated. When you’re done, you’ll know it’s 
activated when you see ‘AmazonSmile’ in the app header! Thank 
you for supporting the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club!

Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for FARC 
to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile link below 
and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs you 
nothing more, but it benefits the club.  Anything you order has to 
be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, you 
forget to order through the smile program it will usually remind 
you.  Again it costs you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 
501c(3) organizations through this program.  Thanks Amazon 
and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
https://smile.amazon.com/

New Members or Newsletter Subscribers

As always, if you are new to the area, or just new to Ham 
Radio, send us an email to newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> com.  
We love to welcome new members.  Any recent area FCC 
test-takers are welcome to send us an application and FARC 
will add them as a subscriber for the current year.  These 
were added or updated to the Newsletter list since last 
month:

WINSTON-SALEM:
 FIRST_NAME CALL LAST_NAME  PASSED
 CHRISTOPHER M KQ4EOE HONAN TECHNICIAN
 JACOB D KQ4ENZ BARKER TECHNICIAN
 MEGHAN Z KQ4ESU FRAGOMENI TECHNICIAN
 JOHN W KQ4EQR SMITH TECHNICIAN
 LUCAS S  PEREIRA TECHNICIAN
 JOHNATAN L KQ4ENN SIMMONS TECHNICIAN
 PARKER   PSCHORR TECHNICIAN
 SHARON J KQ4EQT SAUNDERS TECHNICIAN
 WILLARD  KQ4DUN DAPOLITO, JR EXTRA

GREENSBORO:      
 ROBERT WD4CWC L ALLEN EXTRA
 ERNEST KN4MYB L JONES EXTRA
 MELANIE KQ4EKR L MEEKS TECHNICIAN
 STEPHEN KJ4UPX P  PASCHALL GENERAL
 NOEL W4NRI RODRIGUES IBERRA EXTRA 
    
MEETING & OPEN HOUSE:    
 Carlos (?) YS3??? (got the email right!)
 Rick KN4OWZ McCullough 
 Raymond KE4TSY Hartley 
 Ronn KN4RKD Dunn 
 Ron KM4WPN Adkins 
 Thomas W4OTR Disantis 

Welcome to all.
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GOTO W4NC.COM
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