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March Program:  SkyWarn Weather Training, 
Brandon Dunstan, NWS In Person

A CHALLENGE
 FROM ARRL

A challenge from our Treasurer
by Kent, WS4Z

From Marv's 12/18 newsletter:  "The 
North Carolina Section will provide an 
additional incentive for clubs to engage 
in the Club Commission program in 
addition to the funds coming back from 
ARRL.  The NC ARRL Affiliated Club that 
i s  mos t  success fu l  i n  t he  c lub 
commission program will be given a the 
paperbound version of the 100th 
Anniversary edit ion of the ARRL 
Handbook." 

To be specific, the Handbook set will go to the club that 
processes the most  new ARRL members or renewing hams 
through the Club Commission program between January 1 and 
March 31 2023.  This could be one our lending items. So renew 
through FARC.

Dues Renewal Season!

Renewing your dues has 
never been easier.  Go to 
www.w4nc.com, sign in 
(or register if you haven't 
registered before), goto 
to the bottom of the page 
a nd  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a 
Renewal button.  Click 
that ,  you wi l l  see a 
renewal form.  It will walk 
you through the process, update our database, and 
you can enter pay with a credit or debit card.  Dues 
are $25/year.  Family members are free.  
$2.08/month = cheap!

But, But . . . I'm a Luddite . . .

Well, despite your, um, feature, we are still happy to have you, and we have 
systems in place to work with you.  If you are technophobic, internetophobic, or 
just plain strange (you'll fit in with many of us), you can fill out a membership 
form near the last page of any Newsletter and bring it with you to a club meeting 
and give it to either Secretary Stacy or Treasurer Kent along with a check or 
cash.  Stacey will happily take a club and enter your data on her keyboard, just 
like the picture above.  

What!?  Can't make it to a club meeting?  Did you know that there is someone 
who for just over half a dollar, will take an envelope from your house and walk it 
all the way to the club?  He is called the Postman.  Tell the nice Postman you 
want to send a letter (with a check in it) to:

FARC, Inc.
PO Box 11361 

Winston-Salem, NC, 27116

RENEW YOUR ARRL
MEMBERSHIP THRU FARC

Founded December 31, 1930 , 2023

Continued on page 14

FARC operated both the SC and NC QSO Parties on 
the last weekend of February.  SC was a little 
challenging due to the fact that HF propogation 
tends to skip right over us, especially when band 
conditions were good.  And band conditions were 
good.

LAST MONTH TO RENEW
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 501(c)3) 
North Carolina corporation for the promotion of Amateur 
Radio, and for the education and training of hams and the 
general public primarily in Forsyth County, North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the the Red Cross, 650 Coliseum Dr., Winston-
Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 
(100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 
repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 650 
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its main 
business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd Monday 
generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of Hanes Mall 
Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is conducted 
and all attending members have a vote.  All club members are 
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  For 
more information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116 336-930-; call 
W4NC(9462) www.w4nc.com; or visit out web site at 

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2023 are:

President:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Vice-President:  Michael Pope, K4OLD

Secretary:  Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL

Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman:  Dave Nicholson, N2AWE
House Chairman:  Crystal W4CAA, Jeff AC4YN

Webmaster:  Stacey McArthur, W1LLO
Hospitality:  Ken Kayser, K2KXK & “Doc” Holiday, WB4DOC

Chaplin:  Rev. Doc Holiday, WB4DOC
Estate Donations:  Judson Davis, KG4OHQ

All content is Copyright 2005-2021, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are on 
our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would like to 
trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the downfall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.

FCC Exams 
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

From February  FCC 
exams we welcome:

 ROBERT M LANDIS  KQ4GHF G 
 PAUL D PRUDHOMME  K4PDP 
 ALLEN C POINDEXTER  WA4AGL E 
 NICHOLAS G HASTY  KQ4GGV

We have scheduled our next Amateur Radio Exam 
indoor exam session, just prior to the FARC meeting 
on Monday,  at the Red Cross March 13 at 6:00 PM
Blood Center on Coliseum Drive.  Send an email to 
wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com to register.  
Other details on www.w4nc.com 

How Exam Candidates apply:

Before Applications can attend an exam session they MUST:

o Obtain a FCC FRN

o Show proof of their FRN

o Complete, sign and forward the attached FCC 605 form, back to the 
FARC VE Session manager no later than 48 hours prior to the exam 
session.

Once the completed documents are returned and approved, the 
applicant will be provided an email exam reservation.

The exam candidate will be notified, via email that their Exam 
documents were approved, and they will be asked to print a copy of 
their accepted email as a reservation to attend the exam session.

NO walk-in exam applicants will be accepted.

Next Steps:

Once test begins, Examinees must remain seated the entire test.  All 
documents will be handled by the VE Session Manager and his 
Backup.  Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request.

Send an email to wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com to register.  
Other details on www.w4nc.com 

Continued on the next page

I HAM THEREFORE
I AM
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All Local Area FCC Exams:

WINSTON-SALEM NC
2023

2ND Monday, 6PM at Red Cross on Coliseum 
Drive

No Exams are scheduled in December, the Club has 
its Christmas party.  Sponsored by the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club (FARC), Red Cross Chapter 
House, 690 Coliseum Drive.  Pre-Registration Only.  
Exams start at 6:00 PM.  Bring 2 forms of 
identification (one with picture).  Pre-registration, 
FRN number, are required before test session date.  
NOTE: COVID-19 protocols still in effect.  Please 
bring the ORIGINAL, COPY of any CSCE's and 
signed license to the test session.  Exam fee is 
$12.00.  For more information, contact:  Dale 
Mierisch- WB9SZL, 
Email , Phone 336-766-9675

The following testing dates and sites are from: 
 https://www.w4vec.org/ar.html

GREENSBORO NC
TESTING 2ND SATURDAYS

All sessions begin at 9:00 AM Hinshaw United 
Methodis t  Church,  4501 Gate Ci ty  Blvd, 
Greensboro, NC 27407 (MAP)  For more 
information contact:  David Macchiarolo- AJ4TF 
EMAIL

336-420-9424 

HIGH POINT NC
TESTING LAST SATURDAYS

All sessions start at 10:00 AM.  Location:  Hickory 
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel 
Road (off MLK Jr Drive) High Point, NC 27262  
MAP  Pre-registration is required.  Contact: David 
Macchiarolo Email 336-420-9424

KERNERSVILLE (?)

King/Rural Hall, NC

Piedmont Triad VE offers free of charge testing, at 
the King Public Library, 101 Pilot View Drive, King, 
NC.  This is a free of charge exam session for 
upgrades, but new licenses and renewals are 

subject to the $35.00 fee to be paid to the FCC.  
Contact Jeff Webset at webstej <at? windstream 
<dot> net  for next exam.

SALISBURY NC
PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY

Bostian Heights Fire Dept. Community Room 
(MAP)

8211 Old Concord Road Salisbury, NC 28146 
For more information contact:

Fred - WB4QOC EMAIL phone 704-534-1031 
Last updated 1/26/22

THOMASVILLE NC
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club

Test  Session at  9:30am, Davidson-Davie 
Community College, 297 DCC Rd. Thomasville, NC 
27360 Building:  Finch *Building marked (MAP)  
with RED arrow), room 221,  Preregistration and 
FRN number is required before test session date.  
NOTE:  COVID19 protocols still in effect.  For more 
information contactL  Rick Weinbaum, KK4RR, cell: 
446-687-8001 email:  weinbaum <at> mac <dot> 
com.  Last updated 6/1/22

New Ham?  New Upgrade?  
Live in Forsyth County? 
Or just want to join FARC?

For new hams, or upgrades, who have taken an 
exam, please complete the information on the FARC 
application (usually the next-to-last page of the 
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a 
free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
(FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". 
Even if this is not an FARC exam session, since we 
are limited in exam offerings at this time.  Once the 
form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or 
please scan and email to secretary <at> w4nc <dot> 
com [and an email to newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> 
com].

Exams usually will be offered before the FARC 
meeting (2nd Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 
6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building see 
above to make sure a session is offered. You are 
enc ou raged  to  a r r i ve  ear l y  a t  6 :20  PM 
Preregistration is required at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com.
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All Planned FARC Programs
by Michael, K4OLD

FARC Vice-President
 
 March 13:  SkyWarn Weather Training, in person
 April 10:  Matt, N3NWV & Ken, K2KXK Parks On The Air
 April 15 Winston-Salem Hamfest
 May 8 TBD
 June 12 Field Day
 July 10 Keith Thomas KA3JAH about VOACAP, 
  (Voice Of America Coverage Analysis Program)
 Aug 14 Fox Hunt & Attenuators Building 
 Aug 19 Attenuator Build Day
 Sept 11 Moonbounce, Gray Fulk, WX4F (?)
 Oct 09 Deputy Lasley, Forsyth County Sheriff 
  Dept Drone Program 
 Oct 14 Winston-Salem Hamfest
 Nov 13 N1MN Logging, FLDigi and How to do 
  CW without knowing CW
 Dec 11 Dinner
 Jan 08 24 Home Brew Show-&-Tell

 Date TBD SWR
 Date TBD The Old Emergency Broadcast System
 Date TBD EZNec and NEC
 Date TBD Ken POTA
 

All of these are subject to change depending on 
FARC’s, presenters schedules and whatever 
challenges the future holds.

The meeting is normally the Second Monday night at 
the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the 
meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this 
month!) and Zoom attendance is always possible for 
those who can’t come in person.   

FCC testing is usually available t (but no
December), please preregister at info <at> w4nc 
<dot> com .  Exams start at 6 PM sharp.

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login
.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 
links to find or get your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in 
the links on the left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My 
Authorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet 
card and to display in your station. The reference 
copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.

DAYTON, OH HAMFEST

https://hamvention.org/

BOWTIE OPTIONAL
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HAM FESTIVAL!

Saturday, April 15, 2023

HAMenanny!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Road

Winston-Salem, NC

Date and location are confirmed
and plans are on

for a big 
Hootenanny!

See W4NC.com for additional details.

TIMES:  7 AM TO 11:30 AM

April 15, 2023

WHY YES, AGAIN!
IN APRIL!

Talk in frequency 145.47 -0.6
$5 admission, tailgating with $5 admission and limited space available.

Friday Dealer Load in time 3 to 5:30 PM
Doors open at 6 AM

Please do bring your goodies!

, 2023
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strong believer in the Christian faith, Cliff Ireland embodied 
servant leadership throughout his full life. Cliff faithfully 
served his country in the Army and has since been involved 
with the Veteran's Council and VFW. An entrepreneur and 
educator, Cliff gave back through years of service in Kiwanis 
and as an amateur radio operator, then in retirement, chose 
to continue serving in various capacities for causes he cared 
about.

Cliff is survived by his daughter, Heather Ireland; his sisters, 
Nelda Ireland Illick and Jennifer Ireland Boothe; and his 
brother, Robert Lamar Ireland.

Friends and family are invited to his visitation/viewing on 
Saturday, March 4, from 5-7 p.m., held at Skinner & Smith 
Funeral Home in Dunn. A celebration of life service will be 
held later in the month.

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to provide donations to one 
of the causes Cliff held dear: Freedom Baptist Church 
(Salemburg), Veterans of Foreign Wars (Post #9918) or 
Tim's Gift.
Published by The Sampson Independent from Mar. 2 to Mar. 
3, 2023.

 Clifton Odell "Cliff" Ireland Jr., 
KK4NC-SK
1946 - 2023

DUNN — Mr. Clifton "Cliff" 
Odell Ireland, Jr., 76, passed 
away Wednesday, March 1, 
2023. He was born in Pamlico 
County to the late Clifton Odell 
Ireland, Sr., and Louise Smith 
Ireland (Richardson).

A devoted father, dedicated 
community member, and 

ROBERT OLSON, W4AVW-SK
Robert Stanley "Bob" Olson 
passed away peacefully 
Thursday, February 16, 2023, 
surrounded by family at Baptist 
Hospital in Winston-Salem. He 
was 97 at the end of a life lived 
long and well.

Bob was preceded in death by 
Carolyn, his wife of 70 years; 
and son-in-law, Pat Whelan. He 
is survived by son, Stan Olson 
(Nancy); daughter, Susan 
Whelan; and son, Jim Olson 
(Laura).

A 1944 graduate of the University of South Carolina's war-
time Naval ROTC program, Bob served most of the final 
year of World War II as an officer in the Pacific. He remained 
in the service for 20 years, first with several shipboard tours 
of duty, then ashore teaching the logistics of his job. After 
rising to the rank of Commander in the Navy's Supply Corps, 
he retired in 1963 and went back to school.

Bob graduated with an MBA in accounting from Temple 
University, and began work as the comptroller for Indera 
Mills, then located in Winston-Salem. He would eventually 
become a part-owner of the company, retiring in 2000.

All that, though, is just names, places and numbers. Bob 
was so much more, a man truly among the best of us.

He did some of the usual stuff-golfing, fishing, traveling-but 
he also was a ham radio operator who built a 40-foot-tall 
receiving antenna in his back yard, a man who with his 
youngest son built a sailboat in his basement and a chess 
player who could still win a few games from his sons at 97.

Everyone just called him Bob, including his six grandchildren 
and his eight great- grandchildren. And he always seemed to 
have time for everyone. He had a generosity of spirit that 
spilled over family and his many friends. He always had time 
to listen, time to help.

Goodbye, Bob. We'll miss you.

There will be a private memorial service at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks that contributions be made to 
Samaritan Ministries, 414 Northwest Blvd., Winston-Salem, 
NC 27105, or the charity of your choice.

Published by Winston-Salem Journal on Feb. 19, 2023.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/winstonsalem/name/ro
bert-olson-obituary?id=47563991 
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"Station 4MA, owned and operated by John 
B. Gray, Jr., Wilson, N.C. The transmitter is 
a 20-watt C.W. and phone set using the 
Hartley circuit. A 200-watt, 500-volt R & M 
motor generator supplies the plate juice. 
Radiation is 3 1/2 T.C.A. into a six-wire cage 
aerial and a 30-wire counterpoise. A CR-13 
is to take the place of the present CR-9."

Radio News, September 1924

Update on Mike Atkins, 
N4VE

Last month, Mike was involved in a traffic 
accident on highway 150.  In the accident 
he hurt his back, head and neck.  He spent 
several weeks in Novant Hospital and is 
was moved to a rehab facility on First St in 
Winston.  Unfortunately Mike also caught 
Covid19 and he was on lockdown right 
now, along with a room mate that also 
have Covid19.  Was in Va in Salisbury.  
Now at Black Mountain, near Asheville.  
Recently had surgery on his nose.  For 
cards and visits:  Mike Atkins, NC State 
Retirement Home, Room D206, 62 Lake 
Eden Road & Clover Lane, Black 
Mountain, NC  28711-8706

https://hackaday.com/2023/02/23/nasa-help-wanted-ham-radio-operators-please-apply/

submited by Melissa, W4RXG

NASA’s been recruiting citizen scientists lately, and 
their latest call is looking for help from ham radio 
operators. They want you to make and report radio 
contacts during the 2023 and 2024 North American 
eclipses. From their website:

Communication is possible due to interactions 
between our Sun and the ionosphere, the ionized 
region of the Earth’s atmosphere located roughly 80 
to 1000 km overhead. The upcoming eclipses 
(October 14, 2023, and April 8, 2024) provide unique 
opportunities to study these interactions. As you and 
other HamSCI members transmit, receive, and 
record signals across the radio spectrum during the 
eclipse, you will create valuable data to test 
computer models of the ionosphere.

The upcoming eclipses are in October of this year 
and in April 2024, so you have some time to get your 
station in order. According to NASA, “It will be a fun, 
friendly event with a competitive element.” So if you 
like science, space, or contesting, it sounds like 
you’ll be interested. Right now, the big event is the 
Solar Eclipse QSO Party. There will also be a signal 
spotting challenge and some measurements of 
WWV, CHU, AM broadcast  s ta t ions,  and 
measurements of the ionosphere height. There will 
also be some sort of very low-frequency event. 
Details on many of these events are still pending.

Hams, of  course, have a long history of 
experimenting with space. They routinely bounce 
signals off the moon. They also let radio signals 
bounce off the trails of ionized gas behind meteors 
using special computer programs.
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Photo courtesy of Dave, N2AWE

Continued on the next page

Field Day, June 24, 25
by Dave, N2AWE

N2AWE

Winter weather is passing. 
Crocuses and Dogwoods are 
blooming, the robins are 
returning. It is the time of year 
when inquiring minds turn 
to….. . Yes, I said Field Day
Field Day. Only a few short 
months away. Time to start 
preparing.

Thanks to the participation of all our club members 
and the extra special efforts of the 2022 Field Day 
Committee, we had an exceptional 2022 Field Day. 
At 9A, only 4 clubs in the entire U.S. of A. had 
more stations on the ai And only one club had r. 
more participants score . That doesn’t include our 
of 12,526. Overall, a very impressive Field Day. 

Now is the time to volunteer for the 2023 Field Day 
Committee. There are plenty of assignments to 
champion. More than last year. Even if you are not 
able to champion a task, being able to answers calls 
for assistance and to help with the heavy lifting, is a 
major help.

At our 2nd Monday meeting and the business 
meeting in March, I will be passing around a Field 

Day Committee sign up sheet. I encourage 
individuals to sign up. If you cannot make either 
meeting, you can also sign up by contacting me at 
n2awe.ham <at> gmail <dot> com. 

The committee’s first Zoom meeting will be in April. 
Committee members should get a reminder of the 
meeting a couple of days prior, as well as a copy of 
the meeting notes a couple of days after. Show up 
even if you don’t get the notice. The first notice also 
serves as a verification of committee member’s 
email addresses. If an address error has been 
made, we will make correction.

The first meeting will be an organizational meeting. 
Questions asked and answer will include how many 
stations we will run, who will oversee what tasks, etc. 
I am sure there will be other items discussed. I am 
looking forward to working with everyone. 

And Speaking of Field Day .  .  .

Look what FARC received from the winter Field Day.  
It shows only QSOs, not bonus points.  We were 
going for fun, not a lot of contacts, and that we had.  
And chili!

Continued on page 19

WHOSE BRIGHT
IDEA WAS WINTER

FIELD DAY?
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Looking to Ditch Twitter? Morse 
Code Is Back

Reviving a 200-year-old system, enthusiasts are 
putting the digit back in digital communication

by Larry Kahaner, Smithsonian Magazine
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/morse-code-back-looking-ditch-twitter-180981309/

Larry Kahaner is an American journalist and author who resides in 
Bethesda, Maryland.  From January/February 2023, Smithsonian 
Magazine 

For almost 20 years, Steve Galchutt, a retired 
graphic designer, has trekked up Colorado 
mountains accompanied by his pack of goats to 
contact strangers around the world using a 
language that is almost two centuries old, and that 
many people have given up for dead. On his climbs, 
Galchutt and his herd have scared away a bear 
grazing on raspberries, escaped from fast-moving 
forest fires, camped in subfreezing temperatures 
and teetered across a rickety cable bridge over a 
swift-moving river where one of his goats, Peanut, 
fell into the drink and then swam ashore and shook 
himself dry like a dog. “I know it sounds crazy, risking 
my life and my goats’ lives, but it gets in your blood,” 
he tells me by phone from his home in the town of 
Monument, Colorado. Sending Morse code from a 

mountaintop—altitude offers ham radios greater 
range—“is like being a clandestine spy and having 
your own secret language.”

Worldwide, Galchutt is one of fewer than three 
million amateur radio operators, called “hams,” who 
have government-issued licenses allowing them to 
transmit radio signals on specifically allocated 
frequencies. While most hams have moved on to 
more advanced communications modes, like digital 
messages, a hard-core group is sticking with Morse 
code, a telecommunications language that dates 
back to the early 1800s—and that offers a distinct 
pleasure and even relief to modern devotees.

For almost 20 years, Steve Galchutt, a retired 
graphic designer, has trekked up Colorado 
mountains accompanied by his pack of goats to 
contact strangers around the world using a 
language that is almost two centuries old, and that 
many people have given up for dead. On his climbs, 
Galchutt and his herd have scared away a bear 
grazing on raspberries, escaped from fast-moving 
forest fires, camped in subfreezing temperatures 
and teetered across a rickety cable bridge over a 
swift-moving river where one of his goats, Peanut, 
fell into the drink and then swam ashore and shook 
himself dry like a dog. “I know it sounds crazy, risking 
my life and my goats’ lives, but it gets in your blood,” 
he tells me by phone from his home in the town of 
Monument, Colorado. Sending Morse code from a 
mountaintop—altitude offers ham radios greater 
range—“is like being a clandestine spy and having 
your own secret language.”

Worldwide, Galchutt is one of fewer than three 
million amateur radio operators, called “hams,” who 
have government-issued licenses allowing them to 
transmit radio signals on specifically allocated 
frequencies. While most hams have moved on to 
more advanced communications modes, like digital 
messages, a hard-core group is sticking with Morse 
code, a telecommunications language that dates 
back to the early 1800s—and that offers a distinct 
pleasure and even relief to modern devotees.
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Strangely enough, while the number of ham 
operators is declining globally, it’s growing in the 
United States, as is Morse code, by all accounts. 
ARRL (formerly the American Radio Relay League), 
based in Newington, Connecticut, the largest 
membership associat ion of amateur radio 
enthusiasts in the world, reports that a recent 
worldwide ham radio contest—wherein hams 
garner points based on how many conversations 
they complete over the airwaves within a tight time 
frame—showed Morse code participants up 10 
percent in 2021 over the year before.

This jump is remarkable, given that in the early 
1990s, the Federal Communications Commission, 
which licenses all U.S. hams, dropped its 
requirement that beginner operators be proficient in 
Morse code; it’s also no longer regularly employed 
by military and maritime users, who had relied on 
Morse code as their main communications method 
since the very beginning of radio. Equipment sellers 
have noticed this trend, too. “The majority of our 
sales are [equipment for] Morse code,” says Scott 
Robbins, owner of ham radio equipment maker 
Vibroplex, founded in 1905, which touts itself as the 
oldest continuously operating business in amateur 
radio. “In 2021, we had the best year we’ve ever had 
… and I can’t see how the interest in Morse code 
tails off.”

A telegraph sounder used for sending morse code

Amos E. Dolbear patented this telegraph sounder and 
speaking telephone in 1879. While versatile, it did not 
become a household fixture. National Museum of 
American History

Practitioners say they’re attracted by the simplicity 
of Morse code—it’s just dots and dashes, and it 
recalls a low-tech era when conversations moved 
more slowly. For hams like Thomas Witherspoon of 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  u s i n g  M o r s e  c o d e 
transmissions—sometimes abbreviated as CW, for 
“continuous wave”—offers a rare opportunity to 
accomplish tasks without high-tech help, like 
learning a foreign language instead of using a 
smartphone translator. “A lot of people now look only 
to tools. They want to purchase their way out of a 
situation.”

Morse code, on the other hand, requires you to use 
“the filter between your ears,” Witherspoon says. “I 
think a lot of people these days value that.” Indeed, 
some hams say that sending and receiving Morse 
code builds up neural connections that may not have 
existed before, much in the way that math or music 
exercises do. A 2017 study led by researchers from 
Ruhr University in Bochum, Germany, and from 
Universi ty Medical  Center Utrecht  in the 
Netherlands supports the notion that studying 
Morse code and languages a l ike boosts 
neuroplasticity in similar ways.

Morse code emerged during a time of tinkering, at 
the start of the electrical age. In the 1830s, Samuel 
F.B. Morse, who had made a national name for 
himself as a painter with portraits of such luminaries 
as John Adams and the Marquis de Lafayette, 
began working with colleagues, including the 
inventor Alfred Vail, to experiment with how an 
electrical impulse initiated in one place and 
transmitted over a distance through wires could 
activate an electromagnet somewhere else. 
Operators would push down on a button attached to 
a small slab of brass that made an electrical 
connection between two wires. The connection sent 
electricity through these wires to a remote 
electromagnet, which then attracted a metal strip 
that made a clicking sound.

Though British inventors William Cooke and Charles 
Wheatstone had used an electromagnet to create 
the first telegraph receiver, patented in 1837, 
Morse’s chief innovation was the simplicity of his 
code: A short press made a short click, or a dot, and 
a longer press, three times the length of a dot, made 
a dash; various combinations form the 26 letters of 
the alphabet. Within a few years, the utility of 
Morse ’s  new language became c lear  to 
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governments and businesses around the globe. 
Morse formalized this language as American Morse 
code in 1838, and in 1851 countries standardized it 
into international Morse code, which has remained 
largely unchanged since.
a tintype portrait of a man in a detailed frame
In 1844, Samuel F.B. Morse inaugurated the first 
U.S. telegraph line with a verse from Numbers, 
recommended by a friend’s young daughter: “What 
hath God wrought?” Library of Congress

A f t e r  G u g l i e l m o  M a r c o n i  s e n t  t h e  fi r s t 
intercontinental Morse message by radio in 1901—a 
simple “S,” from England to Newfoundland—Morse 
code became the de facto method for critical 
telecommunications and maintained that standing 
for nearly a century, despite the emergence of voice 
communication, because it offered clearer and more 
reliable communication for the military and maritime 
users.

That dominance broke in the mid-20th century, when 
digital data sent over satellites and fiber-optic cables 
took hold. Most historians agree that the death knell 
for Morse came in 1999 when the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System, which generates an 
automated digital emergency signal for ships in 
danger, replaced Morse code’s SOS—the familiar 
dot-dot-dot / dash-dash-dash / dot-dot-dot. Military 
use disappeared except in extremely rare instances, 
other ship use became almost nonexistent and the 
last holdout users were hams who were still required 
to learn code for their licenses. That changed in the 
early to mid-2000s, when most countries no longer 
required hams to be proficient in Morse.

Although Morse remains the purview of hams, its 
presence still seeps into wider culture. The new 
Apple Watch can silently buzz out the time in Morse 
when you put two fingers on the face. Since its 
opening in 1956, the Capitol Records building in Los 
Angeles, shaped like a stack of vinyl records, has 
sported a light on the roof blinking the word 
“Hollywood” in Morse code.

One of the main shortcomings of Morse code 
identified nowadays is its slow pace in an age of 
instant messaging. The average English speaker 
talks at about 150 words per minute, while most 
experienced hams send and receive at only 12 to 25 
words per minute (although some high-speed 
operators can hit 35 or 55 words), says Howard 

Bernstein, who teaches Morse code at the Long 
Island CW Club. Another drawback is the difficulty in 
learning the code—tantamount to learning a foreign 
language. It can take months or years of hard work 
to become proficient in a skill that offers diminishing 
returns for anyone but an avid hobbyist.

Part of Morse code’s enduring appeal for hams isn’t 
going away soon: Its simplicity and easy detection 
on airwaves make it more reliable than voice 
communication—and allow a ham to break through 
atmospheric noise and other weather conditions, 
even at extremely low transmitting power. “When 
you can’t get through with your own voice, Morse 
code gets you through,” says Bob Inderbitzen, 
director of marketing and innovation at ARRL.

Radios that send and receive Morse code are 
lightweight and technically simple, and they need 
only small batteries. These advantages have 
spurred several sub-hobbies within the ham 
community. Thousands of hams worldwide 
participate in programs such as Parks on the Air and 
Summits on the Air, in which operators take their rigs 
into parks or mountaintops to see how many 
contacts they can make and how far they can reach.
a chart on how to send morse code
An 1877 print from Knight’s American Mechanical 
Dictionary offers a simple guide for sending letters 
and numbers in Morse code. Library of Congress

Adam Kimmerly of Ramona, California, is a regular 
at these events. “This is an ideal combination of my 
favorite hobbies: rock climbing, mountaineering, 
hiking and amateur radio.” And while some might 
imagine Morse code to be less intimate than actually 
hearing someone’s voice, veteran hams can often 
recognize one another based on their “fist,” or the 
rhythm and pacing of a strip of code. “You may think 
of dots and dashes as not having the same 
personality or character as voice communication, 
but they actually do,” Kimmerly says. “One of the 
really cool things I never expected is that people 
have their own inflections.” One Morse code 
enthusiast, Anne Fanelli, even saved a fellow ham’s 
life when she noticed his “fist” was off; after he 
stopped responding entirely, she called 911, and he 
was taken to the hospital, where he spent three days 
recuperating from an adverse drug reaction.

Doug Tombaugh, a history re-enactor from Kansas 
City, Missouri (he plays a mid-19th-century 
woodcutter), is president of the Straight Key Century 
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Club, whose thousands of members use simple up-
and-down keys like those used by the first Morse 
code operators, instead of modern keys that form 
dots and dashes electromechanically, or those that 
employ computer software.

“I just like the mechanicalness of using a brass key,” 
Tombaugh says. “It’s real. It’s authentic. It’s tactile.”

Thanks to Smithsonian   . . .

for such a positive article.  It is nice to see a positive 
reflection of ham radio in the public press.  When I 
was last there about 30 years ago (?!) I diligently 
searched out their display of Morse equipment.  It 
wa sburried somewhere in the back with only a little 
of the collection on display.  Radio has played such a 
big role in the world, it is often under appreciated as 
to how much that has changed the world. 

And thanks to Mike Mahan, KB4WJA for pointing out 
this article.

February Puzzle

I've ran this before, but let's just see if you 
remember.  This was on TV back in January.  Ever 
seen a movie where some random guy was smoking 
a PL-259?  Almost everone has seen this, but did 
you notice this little detail?  Most didn't.  What was 
the movie? And I can't be the only one who noticed 
this.  Major hint:  Just after Greedo was shot.

Answer:

The Move was the original Star Wars.  this was from 
the cantana scene.  Obviously the prop master 
needed something that looked alien and looked 
neferious.  I guess a PL-259 was nearby and obviously 
is something evil.  This was the scene just after Han 
shot Geedo and nobody in the cantana blinked.  Nice 
place.    Sort of like 66 Pizza.  Not!

March Puzzle

Now here is a goody.  Exactly who is this?  Here are 
the hints.  She is a past president of FARC.  Her 
father was an important member of the Winston-
Salem Amateur Radio Club, now FARC.  And she 
has her father's call.  And the last hint:  This was 
taken in the control room of WSJS-TV, mid 1960s.

Brimstone 144 by Satan Electronics.  Yes this was a real 2-
meter rig.  Sold back in the 1970s.  Had some power 
regulator issues as I recall.  I have wondered where things 
like this go.  Haven't seen on in decades.
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Thursday, Friday & Saturday

 

March 23-24-25, 2023

 

Hosted by :

 

 

The Carolinas Chapter of the Antique Wireless Association & 

 

The Carolina Antique Music & Phonograph Society

 

An
 

annual conference
 

for Antique  
Vintage

 
Radio & Phonograph 

Collectors and Historians
 

More information:  Viewable and Downloadable meet PDF:    Charlotte Antique Radio Club website: http://cc-awa.club/images/2023.pdf/2023.pdf
http://cc-awa.club/  PS the best day is Friday March 24:  the big outside fleamarket starts at 8AM sharp, and big evening auction starts at 7 PM

Hotel: Sheraton Charlotte Airport Hotel 3315 Scott Futrell Drive Charlotte North Carolina 28208 Phone: (704) 392-1200.  at the 
intersection of I-85 & Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte NC

To make a reservation, you just need to call 1-800-325-3535 and say "Carolina Chapter AWA rate " and you'll get the conference rate of 
$119.00 per night, which is pretty good since the normal room rate there is over $199. This rate is locked in until March 1st.
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and Diet Dr. Pepper!

Continued from page 1
That's the funny thing about HF propagation, close 
in stations like SC and VA can be harder to work than 
those in other states, or even Europe.  Hams are 
getting happy as HF conditions have been 
improving.

We didn't work that many SC station early in the day.  
We could hear people working them, but not SC, 
mostly we could almost hear that there may, or may 

not have there, just the stations they were working in 
other state.  But as the afternoon came on condition 
improved and we did start getting more and more SC 
station.

The QSO parties for the Carolinas were both put on 
the same weekend some years ago to make it a 
cooperative effort, as some mobile stations wanted 
to do both.  I think every state has a QSO party, so if 



FARC Newsletter 15Page , 2023

you want to get Worked All States, this may be a 
great way to do.  Especially for those difficult states 
such as SD and DL.  Those two seems to be harded 
to get than Hawaii and Alaska, which are usually 
much easier.

FARC makes good choices.  We had 
donuts at the SC/NC QSO Parties.  

Also Chlli.
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drilled to use two large black zip ties to hold the 
battery.  If the holes bother you, then some silcone 
can be used to plug them.  One last item will be 
some black and red wire to do the connections.

Project Idea for March
by Ken, K2KXK

Portable power box with a 20 AmpHr LiFePo1 
battery.  That type is regarded as the safest.  One 
item not shown is a 20-amp blade fuse.  The charger 
fits inside the box (along with an EFHW antenna for 
QRP use).  Wiring should be fairly obvious.  This is 

enough to run a 100-watt HF, as long as you set for 
lower power, like say 5-10 watts, for a good day's 
operation.  Obviously, the more you transmit, or the 
higher power the shorter the battery time.  All parts 
were ordered from Amazon and the ones used are 
shown.  The power switch is in the upper right hand 
corner of the plastic ammo box.  At the bottom right 
is the 2 outlet PowerPole connectors.  The one idea 
not obvious from the pictures is that holes were 
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Continued on the next page

Clingman Hamfest
by Don, WS4NC

Never been to it before.  Harold, N4HER and I went.  
Had a great time, sold a bunch of "stuff".  Didn't buy 
anything, so that was a postive in my book.  Came 
back about 300 punds lighter, and perhaps a $100 
richer.  Last year they made a decision that it went so 
well, they would hold another one in Spetember.  
See the September calendar for the date.

Just a sample of what was there, both inside and outside.  
Never saw so many D-104s at one hamfest.  I'm planning on 
going back in September.  Only about 45 min from WS up 421.
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A challenge from our Treasurer:

Merry Christmas

We've had five people, either new or renewal go thru 
the club so far.

This was in Marv's 12/18 newsletter:

The North Carolina Section will provide an additional 
incentive for clubs to engage in the Club 
Commission program in addition to the funds 
coming back from ARRL.  The NC ARRL Affiliated 
Club that is most successful in the club commission 
program will be given a the paperbound version of 
the 100th Anniversary edition of the ARRL 
Handbook. 

To be specific, the Handbook set will go to the club 
that processes the most  new ARRL members or 
renewing hams through the Club Commission 
program between January 1 and March 31 2023. 

This could be one our lending items. Also-- Did you 
see where RARS got a grant.

See you next year.
73, Kent, WS4Z

A CHALLENGE
 FROM ARRL

W4NC Remote Hams

On January 21 we had an introductory session at the 
Red Cross radio station for new users of Remote 
Hams.  The room was SRO (sitting room only?) and 
the overflow was out in the hallway.  If you didn't, or 
couldn't make it, the steps are detailed below.  

One of the great benefits of being a member of paid 
FARC is the ability to use the club station via Remote 
Hams.  FARC is fortunate to have one of the 
premiere club stations on the east coast.  Of course, 
due to the recent move, we are a bit antenna limited, 
but that will be improving in 2023.

Continued on the next page
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Right now we have one antenna up, an End Fed Half 
Wave (EFHW) antenna that works on 40, 20, 15 and 
10 meters.  That antenna is from the roof of the Red 
Cross to a tree.  On the tower, there is an 80, 40, 20, 
15, 10 EFHW, but that is only up during times when 
the station is occupied.  Sometime this year we will 
have the BIG 40-10 meter beam up on the tower, but 
there is much to do, some of which is out of our 
hands, to make that happen.  But happen it will.

The slides from Ken's, K2KXK, presentation are 
reproduced here, and they are available from the 
W4NC web site.  The first step is to go to the Remote 
Hams web site and sign up.  You must be a ham, but 
the approval process is usually quick.  USE YOUR 
CALL AS YOUR USER NAME.  You can use either a 
Windows computer, or an Android phone (sorry 
Apple fans, right now Apple devices are not 
supported).  The app is free, although there is a paid 
version in the Android store, but we don't know what 
the paid app gets you, so look for the free version. 

You have to register with Remote Hams, and then 
search for W4NC.  When you find W4NC, right click 
to add it to favorites so it pops to the top of the list 
ever time you sign in.  The first time you sign in, you 
will have to be approved by Ken or Marcia as a paid 
member of FARC.  This may take a day, they don't 

receive a notification, so they try to check every day.  
If you don't see an approval within a day, send a 
email to Ken (K2KXK <at> arrl <dot> net) or Marcia, 
NC4MT (mthompson <at> yadtel <dot> net).  This is 
a one-time process.

STAY WITHIN YOUR LICENSE PRIVILEGES!  
USE YOUR CALL, NOT W4NC.

Please be considerate and watch to see if someone 
is signed in, everyone shares one radio, but multiple 
people can sign in at one time, each will hear both 
the receive and transmit audio, and everyone signed 
in has control of the radio, so read the details 
carefully below.  

All of this is still under development, so more 
features will be coming.  One of those will be the 
future automatic control system to switch to the best 
antenna per band, but as pointed out above, there is 
only one antenna right now.  SSB works fine, it is 
possible to work CW and that should be improved 
over time.  Right now digital modes are probably not 
possible but might work for some depending on how 
your particular computer is set up, but don't count on 
that.  

Continued on the next page
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One important detail:  when first signing on, please 
hit the M-tune (upper right) the first time to check the 
SWR.  It show be under 2:1.  There are no tuners in 
the K3.  If it is over 2:1 let Ken or Marcia know, that 
means there may be an antenna problem. 

Several people asked why no tuners - money is the 
short answer.  When we sold earlier HF rigs and 
added a big pile of money to step up to the two K3 - it 
was a bank draining moment.  At the time the basic 
K3 was about $1800-$2000.  Each.  We added 
some of the most wanted and needed options.  The 
fully featured radio was about $6000 if you wanted it 
all.  Again,  each.  At the time, Remote Hams wasn't 
an option and we had manual tuners.  Not only did 
we not have the money, the need wasn't on the 
horizon.  And with the planned antennas, still will not 
be a problem.

Many of the functions of the K3 are accessible over 
remote hams.  The four most needed will be the RF 
gain control (for 80 and 40 mainly and when bands 
are crowed) and the Filter Width and the Filter 
Center Frequency shift.  And obviously CW speed, 
for CW.  CW may work with your keyboard, and the 

K3 is very good at copying CW, but like any 
computer copy, not perfect.

The upper left corner of the display is mode 
USB/LSB/CW.  AGC should be set for slow for SSB 
and fast for CW as a general rule, usually it switches 
automatically, unless it has been changed.  CW 
mode should be left as normal for now.  

For tuning, there are several options.  You can grab 
the VFO knob with your mouse, a little clumsy, but 
workable.  There is a setting at the bottom right for 
the tuning rate.  You can also put your mouse above 
or below the digits in the frequency display to 
change frequency.  If your mouse pointer is in the 
middle of the frequency digit, your mouse scroll 
button should move you up and down.  It is harder to 
explain than to do.  Play with it. 

In the upper right are the VFO controls.  The K3, like 
any high end radio, has two VFOs.  The big knob is 
the main or A VFO, the small knob is the B VFO.  You 
can use both by switching between with the various 
A/B buttons.  Not shown in these slides is the split 
button, which is mainly used on 40 Meters 

Continued on the next page
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(European hams have SSB privileges where we 
don't and sometimes call on their frequencies and 
listen for US stations on our frequencies, that's a 
more advanced technique.)  Also split mode is used 
in CW, especially by DX stations, where they listen, 
usually up a few kHz.  Simply split means you 
receive on the A VFO and transmit on the B VFO.

Your computer mic and speakers will be what you 
use.  When transmitting, look at the little bar just 
above the radio.  The receive audio is in green.  Your 
transmitt audio should be set so that this never runs 
into the RED or clips.  The radio should be set to 
what works best for most users, but this is ultimatly 
up to you not to run the radio in the red, which will 
cause overmodulation and splatter on the bands.  

There are more K3 functions than are shown here, 
but are not turned on here.  These may be switched 
on over time.  As a courtesy, if you change a lot of the 
functions on the radio, try to put them back where thy 
were.  The radio stays as you left it, so learn the 
functions but think about those who sign in after you. 
HAVE FUN!
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LICENSE STUDY SESSION VIA ZOOM

Ham Radio Zoom Training Courses 2022-2023 

The following is our schedule of General and 
Technician class courses from November 2022 
through September of 2023 Note that we skip 
December after the 7th. 

General:                April 5,12,19,22 
                             June. 7,14,21,28 
                             August. 9,16,23,30 
                             November 9,16,30, Dec 7 

Technician:           March. 1,8,15,22 
                             May 3,10,17,24 
                             July 12,19,26, August 2 
                             September. 6,13,20,27

Classes are held on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 - 9:30 pm.  The Gordon West Technician 
class or General class license manual is 
recommended in conjunction with online 
hamstudy.org.
Instructors: KK4RR, AJ4TF, KA4JAH, AE4TI, K4AX.  
No charge for the classes.  Preregistration required: 
contact Richard Weinbaum at KK4RR@mac.com.

Thanks and 73,
Keith - KA4JAH

More on Remote Hams and CW

An email from Marcia, NC4MT

Hi all,

I've been looking at "Remote Hams Client Settings 
with N1MM+ Contest Logging Program"

https://www.k5pa.com/Ham%20Radio/Downl
oads/Remote%20Hams%20N1MM%20Settings
.pdf
by K5PA 2018 and "How to Connect RcForb, 
N1MM and a Remote K3*" from W4UOA
 http://www.w4uoa.com/2020/02/now-to-
connect-rcforb-and-n1mm.html 

And for tips on CW RCForb Server:

http://beta.remotehams.com/orb/RCForb_Serv
er_Manual.pdf and RCForb Client

http://download.remotehams.com/orb/manual
s/RCForb_Client_Manual.pdf  and N4GYN Remote 
at https://n4gyn-ray.com/n4gyn-remote/
 
Bruce AD4ET has Remote Hams successfully 
running SSB with his Kenwood TS-2000 so I've 
been using that to play CW (and ultimately 
digital) instead of the live FARC Remote Hams that 
Ken has setup. AD4ET obviously does not have a 
K3, but we're running the K3 emulation mode. 
N1MM and its CW decoder is working great on the 
RCForb Server, I’m working on the Client piece. I 
have a straight key on my laptop as well.
 
Our goal with RH is traveling in the camper (yes, 
there is already an HF rig and Tarheel there) but 
with a good Internet connection, RH will serve us 
well when on the road. We have the RH Android 
app on three devices so far. 
 
It’s a work in progress! Let you know! :-D 

73,
Marcia
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Ukraine and Amateur Radio

Several FARC members have reported either working, or hearing, Ukrainian stations on the air and have wondered how that is 
possible.  I would say with much bravery and ingenuity.  A February 24 decree from President Volodymyr Zelensky included “a ban on 
the operation of amateur radio transmitters for personal and collective use.”  Yuri, UR5CDX is still selling his very nice CW paddles, 
unfortunately he is out of stock of the one I want, but the beautiful Eridan paddles are in stock, just above my budget. 
https://www.ur5cdx.com/ At the bottom is the story of how one ham was staying on the air.  Check out UR5CDX's and US7IGN's QRZ 
pages.



FARC Newsletter 24Page , 2023

Shop & Tech Talk

is back on EVERY Wednesday 
night at 7:30 PM.  Zoom ID: 549 621 
524 log in is club call lower case.  
This is your opportunity to get help 
with items like all thoose pesky 
computer issues, getting all the 
programs to work and play nicely 
with each other.   Technical topics.  
What’s on the bands. You are not 
an island, we can help you with any 
issue you have.  Or we can just 
chat and shoot the breeze.  Either 
way.

*NEW* W4NC Club Loaner Program

Have you ever wanted to borrow an antenna 
analyzer, power supply, coax, mobile antenna, or 
even an HF tranceiver?  W4NC is reviving and 
updating its , whereby dues LOANER PROGRAM
paying members can borrow Club equipment for a 
short time.  

Contact Sam Poindexter, NI4TG or any club officer 
with your request before taking equipment.  
Equipment will be checked in and out via a log in the 
shack.  Below is a list of available equipment and 
maximum times out.  We have budgeted $500 in 
2023 to purchase additional equipment to be 
available in the future*.  Please note that we must 
respect Club needs such as Field Day first.

 LOANER EQUIPMENT MAXIMUM TIME OUT

 Yaesu HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Kenwood HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Icom 706 HF Tranceiver 60 days
 Power Supplies 60 days
 10 Meter Vertical 60 days
 MFJ Antenna Analyzer Two weeks
 Potato Gun* Two weeks
 Coax 60 days
 Mag Mount VHF-UHF antenna* 30 days

Like everything else,
this is available on Amazon.
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Greetings to All,

I was going to say that I 
hope all are having a good 
spring, but I here by the 
time you are reading this 
issue of the newsletter it will 
be more like winter. But 
then again, it may be like 
summer, who knows with 
the weather in the South. Speaking of weather, our 
March 13 meeting will be with Brandon Dunstan 
KI4ZCK. Brandon is a Meteorologist at the National 
Weather Service, WFO Raleigh and will be presenting a 
LIVE Skywarn training. You may want to make sure you 
get to the meeting just a little early so we can hear all 
Brandon has for us. 

Ken K2KXK and his team of New Space Cadets are 
continuing to make plans for getting the tower decorated 
with an impressive array of antennas. Be sure and 
contact Ken if you are interested in lending a hand with 
this project. 

A reminder, if have a question on Remote Hams, Ken 
K2KXK is a key contact for you.  

The new shack was open and operational for the SC & 
NC QSO parties on February 25-26. I do know there was 
coffee and donuts on Saturday and hear chili was on the 
menu for Sunday. Some radio work got done on the 
weekend too.

A reminder to all Hams! Remember ham radio is a 
HOBBY, a very fun hobby with many different areas 
which can be enjoyed. Do our hobby. If you are not enjoy 
having fun, it is time to start. Rag chewing on an 
afternoon net, FT8, DX chasing, antenna building, fox 
hunting, getting together with fellow hams over coffee, 
preparing for an emergency or putting a Park or a 
Summit On The Air. Pick something. Ask around on the 
air and at the club meeting to find others of like interest 
and have a good time. 

We are one more month closer to another Harold-led 
adventure in Hunting Foxes. 

If you have an idea you would like to see explored at an 
FARC group training session. Please let one of your club 
officers know your ideas. 

73’s Steve WA3RTC

February President’s Column
by Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Andrea, K2EZ's Rover VHF car, from Sparta, NJ. 
Submitted by Marcia, NC4MT.

Obviously, Andrea likes operating VHF mobile.  
Passengers?  Who needs passengers when VHF 
contacts are to be made?!  Apparently she runs 
some serious CW on the HF bands too.
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Dues Renewal Season!

Renewing your dues has 
never been easier.  Go to 
www.w4nc.com, sign in 
(or register if you haven't 
registered before), goto 
to the bottom of the page 
a nd  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a 
Renewal button.  Click 
that, you will see a form 
like the one at the right.  It 
will walk you through the process, update our 
database, and you can enter pay with a credit or 
debit card.  Dues are $25/year.  Family members 
are free.  $2.08/month = cheap!

But, But . . . I'm a Luddite . . .

Well, despite your, um, feature, we are still happy to 
have you, and we have systems in place to work with 
you.  If you are technophobic, internetophobic, or 
just plain strange (you'll fit in with many of us), you 
can fill out a membership form near the last page of 
any Newsletter and bring it with you to a club 
meeting and give it to either Secretary Stacy or 
Treasurer Kent along with a check or cash.  Stacey 
will happily take a club and enter your data on her 
keyboard, just like the picture above.  

What!?  Can't make it to a club meeting?  Did you 
know that there is someone who for just over half a 
dollar, will take an envelope from your house and 
walk it all the way to the club?  He is called the 
Postman.  Tell the nice Postman you want to send a 
letter (with a check in it) to:

FARC, Inc.
PO Box 11361 

Winston-Salem, NC, 27116
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Revised ARRL Club Commission 
Program 

by Kent Englebert, WS4Z
Treasurer FARC

The ARRL Affiliated Club Commission Program 
allows ARRL Affiliated Clubs, like the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club, to earn a commission on new 
and renewing regular ARRL memberships.

Each new ARRL member earns the club a $15.00 
commission. A new member is defined as someone 
that that never been an ARRL member or a returning 
member that has not been a member for two years 
or more. Each renewal now earns the club a $5.00 
commission. Multi-year memberships earn only one 
commission and memberships are not eligible for 
any special membership incentives.

The process to apply is the same for new and 
renewing members. Each new or renewing ARRL
member should fill out the Membership Application 
for Affiliated Clubs.  A copy is available in this 
newsletter ( ) and on the w4nc.com last page
website. Payment in full can be  by made to ARRL
check or  credi t  card .  ARRL membersh ip 
applications cannot be submitted or paid for thru the 
w4nc.com website.

You can turn in your application and payment at any 
membership meeting, business meeting or mail 
your application and payment to Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club, PO Box 11361, Winston Salem NC,  
27116.

If you have any questions, drop me an email at 
treasurer@w4nc.com.

ARRL AFFILATED CLUB
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ARRL, Alfred E. Neuman, and 
ARRL Life Membership

Huh?  What do these things have in common?  I'll 
get to that.

ARRL has two levels for Life Membership.  If you are 
69 and under, then it is $1225 to join as a life 
member.  If you are 70 and over then it is $750.

Some of us (more experienced?) hams remember 
stopping by the local store and plunking down a 
dime for a copy of MAD Magazine.  To those of a 
certain age, Alfred E. Newman and the totally 
inspired cartoon artistry of Don Martin made our day.  
The April, 1967 copy of 73 Magazine even had a 
variation of Alfred E. Newman on the cover.  QST, of 
course, has too much dignity for such.

Originally published as a comic, 
rumor has it that MAD converted to a 
magazine in1955 to avoid the 
Comics Code Authority, brought to 
us by the US Senate Hearing on 
Juvenile Delinquency.  Congress is such an expert 
on juvenile delinquency, obviously.  Apparently 
booger jokes are a gateway for the Seduction of the 
Innocent.[1]

So what does this have to do with ARRL Life 
Membership?  In August of this year Alfred and MAD 
turned 70 years old.  So Alfred qualifies for the lower 
ARRL life member rate.  No news on how much a 
life-time subscription to MAD costs, or if one is 
available.  Next  April, when I turn 70, I hope to 
upgrade.

1.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seduction_of_the_Innocent
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DX Operations for March 2023
By Dick, W4PID

GENERAL

Club Log now has FARC at #97 
in the league listings.  Our 
average of DXCC’s in the club 
is 212 and we have an average 
of 19 operating years among 
18 operators.  These numbers 
mean there have been some 
significant upticks in member’s 
DXCC numbers.  I know of at 
least one member who is 
pushing me pretty hard, HIH. 

Bouvet Island 
(#2 On the Most Wanted List)

We have been talking about Bouvet for the last 5 
years.  It is now over.  A valiant effort by a very 
professional team produced about 20K QSO’s, with 
15% or so of those being in North America.  Of the 
20K total, about 7K were initial contacts, with the rest 
being band fills for band slot seekers.  So counting 
only initial contacts, this will have to go down in 
history as the most expensive Dollar/QSO 
expedition in history.  My calculations make each 
initial QSO worth around $100.  Let’s hope the 
Amateur Radio community can come together with 
technology that makes this kind of high cost Continued on the next page

W4PID

FT8WW - Crozet Island  
(#3 On the Most Wanted List)

Thierry has been on 14MHz thru 28Mhz.  He is 
operating all modes now, giving everybody a chance 
at an ATNO.  He will have approximately a week of 
operation available from his most recent ‘time out’ 
session.  That started today ( 6 March and goes for 
approximately 7 days ).  You still have a chance to 
work him, and he is quite active on HF since his 

A great source for concise expedition information for 
the month is 
http://hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline_1_1.php

ACTIVITY

expedition unnecessary.  Below there is a note 
about FO/M and FO.  This is the way of the future I 
believe.

I was happy to see our own Wayne Ashworth pushed 
his DXCC score to 399 with his capture of 3Y0J on 
30M CW.  Congratulations!!

https://dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/3y0j2023.jpg

satellite equipment has decided to fail.  He will be 
QRT on March 16 according to my sources.  See his 
w e b  p a g e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  d a t a 
http://crozet2022.r-e-f.org/news.html 

Photos compliments of F6CUK and F6EXV

https://www.dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/IMG_20230302_161309.jpg

http://crozet2022.r-e-f.org/images/FT8WW-Jan-04--Shack.jpg

CROZET
ISLAND



FARC Newsletter 29Page , 2023

CY0S - Sable Island 

CY0S will be active March 20-29, 2023.  Their 
website is
https://t-rexsoftware.com/cy0s/index.htm . 

The website has a great deal of information about 
the expedition.  It is being conducted by some of the  
best in the business, and I think you will find it to be 
an outstanding and fun expedition.  Get your new 
ATNO (All Time New One) here:
https://t-rexsoftware.com/cy0s/images/Dsc_0050.png

p r o g r a m .   I n  t h e 
Marquesas Islands, They 
will go ashore on March 
18 till March 30.  In that 
time, they will operate two 
100 watt radios/antennas 
on FT-8 and one 1000 
watt HF station for CW 

and SSB.  These stations will be the Rig In an Box 
(RIB) hardware (see https://ncdxc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/IDXC2021-15May-07-
RIB.pdf)  Note that this system has been operational 
for several years now, and rumor has it that it is 
destined for Starlink control.  Imagine being 3Y0DE 
(for our favorite editor) and operating the rig on 
Bouvet while sitting in your rocking chair drinking ice 
tea in North Carolina.  [Um, the editor prefers Diet 
Dr. Pepper] The hardware does work, as several of 
us have worked the C6AGU development station. 

So March 18 till March 30 on Marquesas.  Then off to 
French Polynesia, Tuamotu Island in particular.  )  
Note that this system has been operational for 
several years now, and rumor has it that it is destined 
for Starlink control.  Imagine being 3Y0DE ( for our 
favorite editor ) and operating the rig on Bouvet while 
sitting in your rocking chair drinking ice tea in North 
Carolina.  The hardware does work, as several of us 
have worked the C6AGU development station.

This entire expedition is to be 2 YEARS long.  They 
will visit all kinds of islands in the Pacific to provide a 
series of ATNO’s for many thousands of hams.  Stay 
tuned, they are not publishing their entire itinerary at 
one time.

FO/AA7JV 
Marquesas Islands and French Polynesia  (FO/M 
and FO)
  
This operation is ongoing, in that it is the project of 
KH7Z as part of his Grids Across the Pacific 

CY0S
SABLE ISLAND

/

Continued on the next page
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9G4X – Ghana

This call will be active from March 22 to March 30 
with a total of 9 well-seasoned and equipped 
expedition members.  A total of 3 stations are 
planned for HF operation, in addition to one station 
set up for six meters only, and one station set up for 
QO-100.  Check out https://www.qrz.com/db/9G4X 
for more info on this expedition.

Other entities I’d like to point out are listed below.  
Not extremely rare, but if you don’t have them then 
they are as good as the Republic of North Korea for 
boosting your DXCC count *and* improving FARC’s 
standing in the Club Log League standings.  All of 
these calls have been recently heard on the bands.

AP2SD – 3X1A – D2UY – FW1JG – 3B9FR 
FG5FU – FO5QB – 3C3CA 

The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing 
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.  
The following links will take you to multiple sources 
of information concerning DX activities.  This 
column would like to take the opportunity to credit 
the following websites for a majority of our news.

https://dx-world.net 
https://www.425DXN.org
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/
https://ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html

73 DE W4PID

Continued on the next page

Morse Code Class
by Don, WS4NC

It has been requested that we hold a Morse Code Class.  
Here is the basic idea:  We would meet at the Red Cross 
shack, you would bring your own HAND-key, we would 
practice sending and receiving, as a group.  We might even 
get on the air.  I have done this before, but it was in the 1990s. 

If being part of a class appeals to you, then send me an 
email to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and put CW 
Class in the heading.  This will not happen before March, 
possibly later.  That gives you some time to learn the 
characters.  Date and how often is not yet set.  Or if it will even 
happen, but if there is no interest, it will not happen.

There is one thing we can't do, that is practice for you.  If you 
really want to learn CW, my best recommendation is to 
download  , a free software program.   Just Learn Morse Code
Go to the Tools, Options, set speed for 8/18 WPM, and 
change duration to 1 minute (from 5, 5 is better but requires 
you to concentrate longer), start with the suggested 3 to 5 
characters, start with the suggested letter order (Koch 
method), set the tone to 510-550 Hz (that is what the best ops 
in the club prefer), view output, upper case letters, leave the 
min word, max word and prosign spacing at default (2, 7, 3).  
Turn on view codes (shows the code characters at the right).  
After you learn a few letters, turn off view codes, you really, 
really don't want a visual association, that will harm your 
progress.  Then practice for about an hour.  It will score you, 
and yes you must put in spaces (that's part of the code!).

As you get to 90% and above, start adding letters.  If you can 
do this an hour a day, about 5 times a week, you will learn 
what you need to get on the air in a few weeks.  Practice is 
mandatory.

There are other code programs out there, they are good, but 
this covers just what you need to learn, in the proper way, 
without adding stresses that will impede your learning and 
this is the one program that gives us all a common starting 
point.

Code Quick is also a good sound-like method to learn the 
characters (Dog Did It, Cross-In-The-Door), but our common 
learning point software is .Just Learn Morse Code

Have about 4 signed up. Only a few signed up, looking at April 
sometime.
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NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date 
information

Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom meeting, ID: 
549 621 524 Password: club call lower case letters.  An informal 
project group for help, discussions and “war stories”.

Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and 
December.  Saturday, December 3, 2022, 11:00 AM at 
Yarborought's Steak Huse, Lexington, NC. ALL members and 
guests are welcome! . ALL members and guests are welcome!   
When:  We plan to start at 11AM with the Program FIRST then 
introductions, some business and the program.  Board business 
will be later.  There will be a program.  And with a few door 
prizes.ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your 
Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA 
Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.853 +/- MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday 
morning.  See
    for more details.  https://www.qsl.net/qcwa126/

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC High 
Point Amateur Radio Club meets the first Monday of each month.  
The J & S Cafeteria has closed for business and therefore the 
venue for the HPARC meeting has changed to:  Mario's Pizza, 
2645 North Main Street, High Point, NC 27265.  The HPARC 
meets on the first Monday of each month at 6:30 pm, Come early if 
you want to eat.  The meeting usually begins at 6:00 PM with 
many members gathering for a meal around 5:30 PM.   For 
updates, please make sure you check our club newsletter, which 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  c l u b  w e b s i t e  a t 
https://www.w4ua.org/newsletter.htm (Updated 03/13/22 Thanks 
to Keith - KA4JAH)

Last Saturday:  The High Point FCC Testing session is on the 
last Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory 
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 

27260. Current status:  we have resumed limited testing,  no 
more than 6 candidates,  pre-registration is required.  
Reservations required 3 days in advance. You need to bring two 
forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by 
cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on the 
W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David Macchiarolo at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 8/9/20 
Thanks to David AJ4TF) 

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing Current status:  we have 
resumed limited testing,  no more than 6 candidates,  pre-
registration is required. The Greensboro session is the last 
Saturday of each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United 
Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point Road, Greensboro, 
NC 27407. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring two 
forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by 
cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on the 
W4VEC.ORG web site. (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   IN-PERSON :
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at 
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We 
are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. 
For more info on each meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The last 
information I have is that this club is no longer active.  Several 
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 
1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. IN-PERSON 
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN

4th Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting.  Via Zoom.  See www.rars.org for more details.  
[updated 12/22]

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Now at the 
Red Cross Blood Services building, please wear a mask.  Zoom 
ID:  294 418 122 Password: club call lower case letters.  FCC 
exams offered starting at 6:00 PM sharp.  

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan 
County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  The Rowan 
Amateur Radio Society  has started combined meetings (in 
person and Zoom ) on the second Mondays for the rest of the 
year. Zoom Particulars are meeting ID 898 9111 4288 and 
Passcode 957500 Programs may include equipment 
demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just open 
discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/  (updated 2/14/21 by Ralph, 
WB4AQK)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business 
Meeting  , . ZOOM WILL ALSO WORK. Open to all NOW 66 PIZZA
FARC members and interested visitors.  Back again at 66 Pizza, 
on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind Village 
Tavern, and on Zoom.  At 66 Pizza we start arriving for dinner 
about 5:30-ish, the meeting is at 7:30.  Spend some money, 66 
Pizza needs to get through the past years troubles.

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN usually held at Sarah’s Kabob 
Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,  at 6:00 

THIS IS NOW IN CALENDAR FORM

GO TWO PAGES

Continued on the next page
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NETS

New Swap and Trade Net - There will be a new swap and trade 
net starting up on 6 meters 53.25 N4YR repeater -1.0 MHz, tone 
is 100 Hz. This will start on Jan. 5, 2022 at 8PM.

Thursdays:  8:30 PM Forsyth County Auxcomm net on 
145.47 MHZ. 3rd Thursdays are training programs on Zoom at 
8:00PM. 

Thursdays:  9:00 PM  2 Meter SSB on 144.200 MHz

Sundays:  8:30 PM  6 meter SSB net on 50.155 MHZ

Sundays:   CW Legacy Net every Sunday from 12:30-1:45 
p.m. every Sunday afternoon on 7.060.  All speeds and 
brands of rigs welcome.  Net control:  Rick, WO8L 

Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 3923 kHz Nightly 
1930.

South Carolina/North Carolina National Traffic System CW 
Nets
3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) Carolinas Slow Net
3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)
3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),

The  have been Ten-Tec Legacy CW slow net and CW fast net
discontinued.  

The  nets operate on:Ten-Tec Legacy SSB
3.927 MHz on Saturday morning from 6:00 am until 9:30 am 
7.195 MHz on Sunday afternoon from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm
Any radio type is welcome.  Netlogger is the preferred check-in 
method but CQ calls are made for those that don't have access 
to Netlogger.  More information can be found at www.groups.io 
(search for Ten-Tec Legacy nets).

PM to  eat,  7:00 PM to meet.   Ver i fy the dates at 
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

3rd Tuesdays:  The Winston-Salem Project Group,  now at 
Red Cross.  Goto www.almondtree.com for details.

3rd Tuesdays:  Mars Hill, The High Appalachian Mountain 
Amateur Radio Society (HAMARS) meets on the third Tuesday of 
every month at 7 p.m. The meetings, typically inside Day Hall on 
the campus of Mars Hill University, have been moved online due 
to COVID-19. Current Hams and those interested in becoming an 
amateur radio operator are welcome. Each meeting addresses a 
basic or more advanced communications topic.  Also weekly net:  
The net meets at 7:00 PM each Tuesday (except the third 
Tuesday) on 3810 KHz LSB. We simulcast over Zoom for those 
with no HF access.  https://www.hamars.club/

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association Eat 
IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at 6:30pm and the 
meeting is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market 
St reet  in  Greensboro  27409.   Ver i fy  the da tes a t 
http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

2nd Saturdays:  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd 
Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville.  8:30 to 
meet and eat.  Check NC4AR.org for any last minute changes in 
time or venue.  (Updated 2/28/2020 by John, W8LWX)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN 
http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS  
UNKNOWN   http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually meets in Cary.  
Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING  
STATUS UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will be 
held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions 
are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless 
otherwise announced.  http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not 
been updated for a while.)

Last Mondays:  Lexington, NC  Healing Springs Mountain VHF 
Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in Dec.)  
Currently Speedy’s BBQ, 1317 Winston Rd, Lexington, NC 27295 
Meeting is at 6:30, come early for supper.   (Updated 12/9/2020 
by Bill, W4EXT)

2nd Tuesdays:  Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio 
Club, W4AMC  BARC's Next Meeting On ZOOM and in Person! 
June 8, 2021, 7 PM.  The meeting will be on ZOOM. See front 
page article in the April, 2020 Ham Chatter for details on setting up 
and signing in. Contact Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, for details if 
you are having trouble setting up.  In Person will be at the 
Oakwood School, in the Music Room. 4000 MacGregor Rd, 
Greenville, NC. 699 723 8982 club call March 9th Meeting at 7pm, 
07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada), Be to check the 
*What's New* page <http://www.w4amc.com/barcnew.html> on 
the BARC web site often.  Many times the site is updated several 
times a week with breaking news. 

4th Tuesday RARS Gathering at the Ridge Road Baptist Church 
starting at 7pm. The church is at 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh 

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to 
send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include 
any updates or additions.

About the Calendar on the following pages . . .

First, if I had known how trouble this was going to be, I would never have 
started.  Secondly, while it is central NC focused, it does cover 
hamfests in southern VA, Northern SC, and Eastern TN, because many 
of our members go to those.  It also covers major contests, at least the 
ones that I know many FARC members work in, and state QSO parties.  
There are other club meetings, but I may not know about them.  And 
there was a lot of information to fit in a small space.  And calendar's are 
messy, 1st Mons, 2nd Mons, 3rd Mon, Last Mons, 2nd Sat, Last Sat are 
just some of the layers I had to deal with.  And now that I've done this, I 
know how to do it right, and it would have looked better.  But information 
took priority over pretty.

I think I missed some hamfests (right now I'm thinking JARSFest, but 
maybe some others).  Why? Because those are hard to find when they 
aren't on ARRL's website, or haven't been preregistered.  There really 
isn't much of a central clearing house for that information, and having 
handeled the hamfest calendar for a big South-Eastern ham magazine, 
I know how hard that information is to find.  One big NC club 
threatenedd to sue my predecessor there "Because everyone knows 
about us" but they neglected to send any information in.  Really?  The 
fact that some clubs don't update their website information until a few 
weeks before ("Because everyone knows when it is", I've been told) and 
not everyone knows to go look for it in the first place, makes this hard.  
And sorry, but no, everyone does not know.

If you notice something wrong, or missing, please email and I'll update.  
And I plan on updateing every month, but just getting this all down in one 
form was way too hard.
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Easter Monday
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For some reason Wed & Thurs got dropped 
July and after.  I will fix next month.
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As of Newsletter closing time almost all of the indoor tables were sold out.  Only a few left.  There is an 
outdoor fleamarket.  Website:  https://charlottehamfest.org/
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting 13 February 
2022

By Stacey MacArthur, 
W1LLO

Secretary, Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club

1. Program:  Due to tight 
scheduling, the program 
was presented first. This 
month ’s  p rogram B i l l 
Morine (N2COP) with the 
ARRL.

2 .  Ca l l  to  Order  and 

Welcome: The 13 February 2023 meeting of the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red Cross Blood 
Services building, 650 Coliseum Drive, was called to 
order by President Steve Patterson (WA3RTC) at 
1930 hours. Doc Holliday began the meeting with a 
p ra ye r.  S t ev e  we lc ome d  a l l  a t t en dees , 
approximately 41, as well as those on Zoom, for 
joining us this evening and invited each to give their 
name and callsign.

3. Announcements:  The club has gotten a lot of 
assistance to the club over the years, so if you can 
give blood to support them, please do so. The 
upcoming business meeting will be next Monday at 
Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis Plaza Street, right near 
Academy Sports. The meeting starts at 7:30; we get 
there between 6:00 and 7:30 to eat and hang around 
until 9 or so. March 10th and 11th is the Charlotte 
ham fest. Harold (N4HER) took a list of those who 
would like to participate in building attenuators for 
the fox hunt antennas. Zoom license training coming 
up; see the website for more information.

4. Media Committee: Any submissions for the 
newsletter should be in by March 8th.

5. Programs: March is the annual Skywarn training. 
April is Matt with Parks on the Air followed by a 
demonstration by Ken Kayser (K2KXK) with a 
remote POTA station. May will be the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Dept. with their drone program. 
June is Field Day. Still looking for July. August will be 
the fox hunt antenna attenuator. Programs will be 

W1LLO

asked to be limited to 30-45 minutes.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Kent Englebert (WS4Z) 
presented a brief treasurers report. Our balance in 
the bank is $19,669.12 not including dues collected 
the night of the meeting. Reminder that yearly dues 
were due by the end of January. Easiest way to 
renew is through the w4nc.com website. If you 
would like to sign up to the ARRL or renew with the 
ARRL and it is done through the club, the club will 
receive a small fee as a referral bonus. Also, there is 
currently a contest running for the NC chapter of the 
ARRL through the month of March. The club that 
gets the most ARRL renewals through this program 
gets a new edition of the ARRL handbook. W4NC 
ball caps still available. Mouse pads are available for 
$15 or 2 for $25. The Amazon smile program is being 
retired.

7. Ham Fest: Ham fest coming up on April 15th from 
7 am to 11 am.  There will be a table for the members 
to sell one or two items. The club will also take 
donations for sale with proceeds going to the club. 
Any donated items need to be in good working order. 
Good interest from vendors this year. Load-in is 
Friday, April 14th from 3 to 5:30 pm and Saturday at 6 
am.

8. Field Day: Winter Field Day was on the 28th and 
29th. Good turn out of 18 people. Final score 2161 
including bonus points. The food was very good, and 
everyone had a good time.

9. Technical Report: Testing session; 7 people 
signed up to the test. 3 deferred to March. Congrats 
to everyone who passed and thank you to all the VEs 
who do a great job every month.

10. New Space Committee: Current priority is 
populating the tower. The tree is still not taken care 
of, and the Red Cross has no budget to take care of it 
until July. The repeater is planned to be installed at 
the Red Cross location by the end of the year. North 
Carolina and South Carolina QSO parties are 
coming up. There will be an open house on Sat 25th 
and Sun 26th. Check the w4nc.com website for 
details.

11. Video: A YouTube video was shown to wrap up 
the meeting. The video aired on PBS. 

12. Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made 
and seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 2104 local 
time. Continued on the next page
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13. Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below is a 
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.

Harold Richardson N4HER, Steve Patterson 
WA3RTC, Michael Pope K4OLD, Bill Lawry W2TJF, 
Judson Davis KG4OHQ, David Nicholson N2AWE, 
Don Edwards WS4NC, Rick McCullough KN4OWZ, 
Jeff Stafford AC4YN, Keith Thomas KA4JAH, Jeff 
Webster KX4ZQ, Jim Cole KJ4DFE, Jim Meek 
KN4UOP, Van Key KC4WSK, Patti Bitner K4AGV, 
Doc Holliday WB4DOC, Crystal Austin W4CAA, 
Mike Vernon W4MAV, Mark Gaines KM4TUK, Butch 
Dapolito KD4ZZ, Melanie Meeks KQ4EKR, Mary 
Ellen Swanson KQ4ECG, Rick Huebner W0RCY, 
Dave Griffith WH4MKK, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, 
Tom DiSantis W4OTR, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, 
Kent Englebert WS4Z, Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM, 
David Prudhomme K4PDP, Stacey MacArthur 
W1LLO, Doug MacArthur W4STH, Nate Sharp 
KQ4CMO, David Ramsey W4OIL, Jeff Hunter 
KO4WZY, Lisa Rappa KQ4DDO, Joe Rappa 
KQ4DDN, Nick Hunter W4NPH, Larry Sloop 
NC4WX, Ken Kayser K2KXK, and Bill Kennedy 
WD4OTY.

This will be the last minutes done by Stacey.  
Due to work committments, Stacey has resigned 
as Secretary.  We are sorry to see her go but 
Stacey promises to continue with FARC, just her 
new job and doing the mintues was too much.  
Thank you Stacey for a great job the past several 
years.  Bruce Baliff, WB4QCM, will be taking 
over as FARC Secretary as approved at the 
February board meeting.  Let's give Bruce the 
support he needs to continue in the important 
job.

Minutes of the Business Meeting of 
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club – 20 
February, 2023

By Bruce Baliff, WB4QCM
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

Bruce has a lot of to get on top of this month, so the 
February minutes will run next month.

The Philco Predicta TV
From Wikipedia

The Philco Predicta is a black and white television chassis style, which was 
made in several cabinet models with 17” or 21” screens by the American 
company Philco from 1958 to 1960. The Predicta was marketed as the 
world’s first swivel-screen television. Designed by Catherine Winkler, 
Severin Jonnaffen and Richard Whipple, it featured a picture tube (CRT) that 
separated from the rest of the cabinet.[1][2]

The safety mask on the front of the picture tube was made with a new organic 
plastic product by Eastman Plastics called “tenite”, which protected the glass 
and provided implosion protection for the user and produced a greenish tint. 
The Predicta also had a thinner picture tube than many other televisions at 
the time, which led it to be marketed as the more futuristic television set.

Predicta television sets were constructed with a variety of cabinet 
configurations, some detachable but all separate from the tube itself and 
connected by wires.[3]

The Predicta Tandem model had a fully detached picture tube and an 
umbilical cable, which allowed the controls and speaker for the set to be next 
to the viewer, with the screen up to 25 feet away. Also unique to this version 
was a large handle over the top to carry the cathode ray tube portion 
wherever the viewer wanted it. This version also required more internal 
circuitry to drive the video signal through the cable.

Philco also made Directa, a short-lived remote series in 1959 before the firm 
was bought by the Ford Motor Company in 1961. This set feature provided 
Philco with an answer to Zenith's wireless remote control, “Space 
Command”, which had been introduced the same year. The Predicta was 
announced to the industry in 1958, and launched to the public the following 
year at the 1959 Miss America pageant, which was sponsored by Philco.

Shortly after the Predicta was announced, its reliability was called into 
question by several trade and consumer publications. As Philco was phasing 
in its next chassis iteration, the Cool Chassis, the company went bankrupt, 
with its development of the Predicta being a possible factor.[4] The company 
was acquired shortly afterwards by Ford.[5]

The Pixar animated film Toy Story 2 featured a miniature replica of the 
Predicta, which was based on one owned by the film's director, John 
Lasseter.[6] 
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Newsletter Classified
If you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list your callsign 
along with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two Newsletters.  
I can include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it - it will drop 
after two months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  Any 
offers?  Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

HY-GAIN BEAM/ROTOR/COAX
Hy-Gain Tribander beam, with rotor and coax.  On the ground.  
Call George Lemons 336 Seven Six Two 6496

Classifieds continued on the next page

HEATHKIT STUFF

Just got the Heath Warrior.   4X811, better than an MFJ AL-811H, 
about 100lb!  FANTASTIC, looks brand new, local shack.  Also have 
Marauder, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10m, AM, CW, SSB, vastly updated DX-
100. If anyone wants a pair, this is it.  Unusual to see this condition 
and rovenance.
Club sale, $800  Also:  SX-101, not seen, but comparable, I'm sure, 
$300.  SB-300, near spotless, three filters.  I'll be checking, $200.  
All for sale.  contact Wilson Lamb, infomet <at> embarqmail <dot> 
com

CLASSIFIED ADS

LOST AND FOUND
A t  t h e  W S  H a m f e s t , 
someone bought a Zenith 
Radio and forgot to pick up 
the back panel.  I am 
unsure of the exact model, 
but it will be like the one in the picture. If that was you 
contact dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I am 
holding it for you.

At the club shack someone left a 
Listenup hearing assist device 
there.  If this is you contact 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  
I am holding it for you.

I am dealing with an estate 
containing several table model 
and console BC sets.  Please 
help me connect with anyone in 
our area who may be interested 

in these.  I doubt there are any hidden gems, but 
it's not my field.  There are also some low 
frequency ARC-5 receivers, two SX-42, and one 
R42 speaker.  email:  infomet <at> embarqmail 
<dot> com

Thanks, Wilson, W4BOH

STOCK PHOTO

STOCK PHOTO

HELP WANTED

Someone to hand feed me Doritos so my fingers don't 
get orange.  No weirdos please.  Also your ad here.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
RIG BLASTER ADVANTAGE EXTERNAL 

SOUND CARD

I am selling a Rig Blaster Advantage External Sound 
Card . This rig gives access to the digital services 
such as FT8. Works remarkably well!  I used it for 2 
months until I bought a rig with its own internal card. 
It will support virtually any radio.  West Mountain 
R a d i o  s e l l s  t h e  R i g  B l a s t e r  f o r  $ 2 1 0 .  
http://www.westmountainradio.com/product_info.p
hp?products_id=rb_adv

West Mountain has superb telephone support for 
this unit!  The reviewers on eHam.net rave about this 
r i g :  h t tps : / /www.eham.ne t / rev iews/v iew-
product?id=9765  

Price is $89.  David Rodwell, WB0QOA, david <at> 
davidrodwell <dot> com  336 nine nine five 8863

RADIO SHACK PRO-2096 DIGITAL TRUCKING 
SCANNER

I am selling my Radio Shack PRO-2096 Digital 
Trunking Scanner. They seem to be bringing 
between $200 to $250 on eBay. Everything included 
in original box is there.  This scanner was created 
after all the changes in emergency comms following 
9/11.   eHam gave i t  4 .3 s tars out  o f  5: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . e h a m . n e t / r e v i e w s / v i e w -
product?id=4901

Price is $150.  David Rodwell, WB0QOA, david <at> 
davidrodwell <dot> com  336 nine nine five 8863

Classifieds continued on the next page
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ZENITH TRANSOCEANIC H-500

Zenith Transoceanic H-500.  Cabinet is in very good 
condition, just dusty.  The wavemagnet is slightly 
heat wraped, telescoping antenna is in good 
condition, the remote cable is in the back, knobs are 
missing.  This model has the fairly uncommon 
ballast tube in the back for AC power to stabalize the 
filiaments.  This is a perfect canidate for restoration.  
Price is $50.  Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda 
Darr 336 Six Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr 
<at> gmail <dot> com 

VIZ WP-707A DUAL POWER SUPPLY

Amazingly still in the original box and looks unused 
and still shiny with the original manual.  Dual supply, 
0-25 volts, 0-2 Amp.  Price is $75.  Pickup in 
Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six Eight Nine 
2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> com 

VIZ VOLTOHMYST V WV-534A
B7K 520B TRANSISTOR TESTOR

Introduced in 1979, the last of the line of VIZ (RCA) 
Voltohmyst meters.  From 1979 Electronic 
Magazine review:  "For technicians who prefer a 
VTVM-type of analog multimeter, VIZ offers the 
super-deluxe WV-534A Volt Ohmyst M. Some of the 
features include: automatic polarity with plus and 
minus indication, ac and dc voltages between 0.05V 
and 1500V full scale, high- and low-power ohms 
ranges, and both dc and ac current."  B&K 520 
transistor testor. VTVM Price is $25. B&K $20.  
Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six 
Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> 
com 

A WHATIZT

Very nice project box.  It is a little dusty, not sure of 
it's intended purpose, but it is in a nice commercial 
19-inch aluminum case.  It appears that it would be 
easy to make a new front panel.  Price is $10.  
Pickup in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six 
Eight Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> 
com

Classifieds continued on the next page
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CLASSIFIED ADS
1 HP MOTOR - PARTS - PROJECT BOXES

There are assorted small parts, parts cabinets, a 1-
HP motor, 4 new project boxes.  If these things don't 
sell, they will be at the WS Hamfest in April.   Pickup 
in Thomasville.  Contact Linda Darr 336 Six Eight 
Nine 2566, email Lindamdarr <at> gmail <dot> com

AUXCOM

Next AuXCOM events, April 15.  If you are interested 
in AUXCOM, check out:

https://fcauxcomm.org/

W4NC MOUSE PADS

Available while supplies last, the W4NC collectible 
mouse pad is now on sale.  With the official Club 
Logo, this is a great looking addition for your shack, 
which may improve station performance.  At $15 
each, or 2/$25, this is almost a bargain!   ALL 
PROCEEDS go to our new shack project.  See Sam, 
NI4TG, after the meeting to purchase yours before 
they’re gone.  Correct change or personal check 
preferred. A few still available!



FARC Newsletter 50Page , 2023

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

by Don, WS4NC

month.  Generally they go into a folder until I have 
time to look at them.  Be sure to put Newsletter in the 
subject line.  Don't expect an immediate reply, I'll try, 
but if I read and/or responded to each I would not get 
anything else done.  Not trying to be rude, just 
realistic.

Hope the calendar is useful, it was a serious pain to 
put together, about as much work as 3-4 
Newsletters, but I think I can keep this up easier.  
Any omission, boo-boos or corrections welcomed. 

Deadlines:  preferred two Wednesdays before the 
club meeting.  That gives me some time to lay it out.  
If time isn’t critical I may hold it for the next month. 
And earlier is always helpful.

Thanks to all contributors this month; to Dick, 
W4PID for now 3+ years of his DX column, to Kent 
for all his work as Treasurer; to our president Steve, 
for looking after all of this; to Mike, K4OLD, our VP, 
for programs and just for being Mike; to Stacey, 
W1LLO, for the minutes and we will miss you.  
Welcome to Bruce WB4QDM as our new secretary.  
And thanks to all who make FARC such a smooth 
running organization.  

Now go write something, and take some pictures, 
with a April theme, something for April Fool's Day, 
perhaps.
                                                                        dit dit

Thanks to those who 
sent material.  A few 
things are on hold until 
next month, because I 
just ran out of time this 
month (Tiny Spectrum 
analyzer) .  If you send 
me something by email, 
first I get about 300-600 
ham-related emails a 

Amazon Smile, SK - No More 

by Kent Englebert, WS4Z

Just in case you didn't receive the email from Amazon, effective February 
20, 2023, the popular Amazon Smile program is being discontinued. Up 
until that date, you can continue to make purchases through Smile and 
your chosen charity (hopefully FARC) will receive credit.

The program has been good to the club, netting $50-$80 per quarter over 
the last few years. The Smile program had grown to over one million 
organizations represented across the globe, with the average group 
receiving about $230 per year. Speculated reasons for the program's 
demise range from too many charities being supported, to the trouble the 
corporate tech sector is experiencing right now.

The one bright side is you won't have to listen to me nag you about using 
Smile to make your Amazon purchases any longer. (Maybe one last time 
before 2/20/23). More details on the decision can be found on the Amazon 
website.  
 
https://smile.amazon.com/

New Members or Newsletter 
Subscribers

As always, if you are new to the area, or just new to 
Ham Radio, send us an email to newsletter <at> w4nc 
<dot> com.  We love to welcome new members.  Any 
recent area FCC test-takers are welcome to send us 
an application and FARC will add them as a 
subscriber for the current year.  These were added or 
updated to the Newsletter list since last month:

WS FCC Testing:
 ROBERT M LANDIS  KQ4GHF G 
 PAUL D PRUDHOMME  K4PDP 
 ALLEN C POINDEXTER  WA4AGL E 
 NICHOLAS G HASTY  KQ4GGV

Rural Hall Testing:
 Jeff Rooney  KQ4GNA   New Technician
 Paul Gross   KQ4CXP    upgrade to Amateur Extra 

From Clingman Hamfest:
 Melvin Collins, NC4ME 

High Point, NC 28 Jan 2023

 MOSS, DANIEL L., KO4LTL, HIGH POINT, NC
 RAIG JR, PETER F., KQ4FWM, GREENSBORO, NC
 SUTHERLAND, JAMES R,KQ4FVQ WHITSETT, NC

Welcome to all.
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GOTO W4NC.COM
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